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ME M O I R S 

OF THE 

P L J G U B 



^T was about the Beginning of ^Vp- 
I temliex-a£^ that; I, among the 
i Reft of my Neighbours, heard ia 
3 ordinary Difccurfe, that the Plague 
^ was return'd again in/Maiidihr 
^ it had been very violent "tliercTand 
particularly at jimfitr Jam And Ro- 
terdam, in the Year 161S3. whether they fa}t it was ■ 
brought, fomc faid from Italy, othtrs trom the Le- 
•vant among fome Goods, which were brought 
home by theit Turkey Fleet; others laid it was 
brought from Candia; others from C)prus, \\ ■ 
,JaatIi^^lnot^tiwrL«Jl£0ce— w-coo^ but all a* 
greed, it was come into HJland again. 

We had no fuch thing as priiugd^Newj Pa. 
perS in thofc"Days, "to Iprcad RnniouS andTlc- 
ports of Tilings; ;ind to improve tl'tm by the 
invention of Men, as I have liv'd to Icepratris'd 
Jincc. But fuch things as thcfc were gaihcr'd 
B front 



1 Me uoiRs of 

from the Letters ot Merchants, and others, wha 
corrclpondcd abroad, and from them was handed 
about by Word of Mouth only ; fo that things 
did not fpread inftancly over the whole Nation, 
as they do now. But it fecms that the Govern- 
ment had a true Account of it, and fevcralCoun- 
fcl'j were held about Ways to prevent its coming 
over ; but all was kept very private. Hence ic 
was, that this Rumour died oiF again, and Peo- 
ple began to forget it, as a thing we were very 
little conCwrn'd in, and that we hoped was not 
true; till the latter End of Noveml^r^ or the Be- 
ginning of DictmhQY i6C:\y when L\vQ Men ^ (aid 
to be French-men, died of t hcjla giie in Long 
Acre^ or rather at the upper £ndof£)^w>7• L^w^ 
The Family they were in, en deavoured to con- 
ceallt^agllTlich as poffiblr; hut as it had"^ot^ 
rcrrTome Vent in the Difcourfc of the Neii^h- 
bourhood, the Secretaries of State gat Know- 
ledge of it. And concerning themfelves to inquire 
about it, in order to be certain of the Truth, 
two Phytkiansand^ order 'd to 

■go to the"1Tbu{e, "anH^^m^ki^Jttife&ioTi. This 
they didi ^nfMjnding fviilrnt Toknis_^^fr|^^ 
Sic k nefs upon both the Bodies thatwerc de^d, 
"tliey gavc"TtTcii Opimei^^^jHi^Wickly, that they 
dtcd qfjIieJilapue : Whereupon Tc "was given in 
U)"tlTc Parilh Clerk, and lie alfo rcturn'd them 
to the Hall; and ic was printed in the weekly 
B 11 of Mortality in the ufual manner, thus, 

Vlagm 1. Farijkesmfeffed i. 

The People fliewVl a great Concern at this, 
and began to be allarm'd all over the Town, 
and the more, becaufc in the laft Week in De- 
€mUr 1^0-4, anothet Man died in the fame 

z Houf<; 
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Houfc, and of the fame Diftemper : And then 
wc were cafy again for about fix Weeks, when 
none having died with any Marks of Infcdion, 
it was faid, the Diftemper was gonei but after 
that, 1 think it was about the i2i\\oi February^ 
another died in another Houfe, but in the fame 
Parifli, and in the fame manner. 

This turned the Peoples Eyes pretty raueh to- 
wards that End of the Town ; and the weekly 
Bills (hewing an Encrcafe of Burials in St. Gi/es*s 
Parifli more than ufual, it began to be fufpcfted,. 
thatthc^jyague was am(5^g'~t^^e-Peop^eac^that 
End of th e TownTj^and that many had died oi ir, 
tho* they TTaJ taken Care to keep it as mucii 
from the Knowlegc of the Publick, as polfiblez 
This poffefs'd the Heads of the People very much, 
and few car'd to go thro* Diury-Laue, or the 
other Streets fufpeded, unlefs they had extraor- 
dinary Bulinefs, that obliged them to it. 

This Encreafe of the Bills flood thus; the u- 
fual Number of Burials in a Week, in the Parifhes 
of St. Giles's in the Fields, and SuAndrn\)'s Hoi- 
born were from 12 to 17 or 19 each few more 
or lefs ; but frpm the Time that the Plague firft 
began in St. Gileses Parifli, it was oblcrvM, that 
the ordinary Burials encreafcd in Number confi- 
derably. For Example^ 

Vtom'Dec.i^thto^aiu j. St. Gilei*s — 15 

St.AiidreiD^s 17 

Jan. 3. to •— 10. St. Giles's -^—•12 

St. Andrev)\ 2 5 

^an, io» CO — •17. St. Giles^ --—18 

St. ^wrf;Ws— -18 

B a From 
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V torn Jan. 17. to Jan, 2 j^. St. Gileses •— -ij 

St Andre%iftr^'^i6 

Jan. 24. to — 31. St. Gileses 24 

St.^/i^rrtt;*s— — xy 

Jan. 30. toF^^. 7« St. Gileses —-21 

St. Andre w'$ 23 



Felf. 7. ta -*^ 14. St. Giles's ——24 
whereof one of the Plague. 

The like Ehcrcafe of the Bills was obferv'd in 
the ?Vi0^cs ol St. Brides, adioining on one Side 
of //^/^t^m Pari/!), and in the Parifli of St. 7^w^^ 
ClavLenviicIl, ad/oining on the other Side ot //o/- 
torn ; in both which Paiiflies the ufual Numbers 
that died weekly, were from 4 to 6 or 8, where- 
as at that time they wqrc iiicreas'd, as follows. 

ViQxtiDcc. 20. to Dec^ ly. • St. Bridei^^ o 

St, James— 8 

Dec. 27, to Jan. 3. St. Mrides— 6 

St, James — 9 

Jan. 3. to —— lo. St. Brides'^ 1 1 

St, James---' 7 

Jan. 10. to —— 17, St Brides — 11 

St. James'^^ p 
» 

Jan. 17. to ~— 24. St. Brides^^ p 

St. James — '15 



Jan. 24. to ;— 31. St. Brides'^ 8 

St. James'^i 2 



L^ 
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^tQVti\Jan. 31. to Fel. 7. St.5r;i«-»^I3 

Ftb. 7. to — ^ i^, ^i* Bridei — iz 

Befides this, it was obfcrv*d witli great Un- 
caflncfs by the People, that the weckiy Bills iii 
general cncreas'U very much during thefc Weeks, 
alcho' it was at a Timp of the Year, when ufual- 
)y the Bills are very moderate. 
. The ufual Number of Burials within the Bills 
of Mortality for a Week, was from about 240 
or thereabouts, to 500. The laft was efteem'd a 
pretty high Bill ; but after this we found the Bills 
fucccffively cncreafing, as follows. 

Increafed 
Dec. the 20. to the 27th, Buried 291. 1— 

27. to the 3 Jan. ■■ 349. — 58 

'January 3. to the 10. ^ 394. — 4 J 

10. to the 17. ■ 415, — 21 

17. to the 24. ' 474. — 59 

This laft Bill was really frightfil, being a 
higher Number than had been known to have 
been buried in one Week, fince the prececding 
Vifitation oi iC^tS. 

However, all this went off again, and the 
Weather proving cold, and the Froft which be*- 
gan in December^ ftill continuing very fevere, even 
till near the End of February^ attended with fliarp 
tho' moderate Winds, the Bills decreased again^ 
and the City grew healthy, and every body began 
to look upon the Panger as good as over ; only 
that ftill the Burials in St. (r/V^x's continued high: 
From the Beginning oi April efpecially they^ftood 
at 25 each Week, till the Week from the i8th to 
the 25 th, when there was buried in St. Gileses 

B 3 Parifli 
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Parifh 30, whereof two of the Phigiic, and 8 of 
the Spotted- Feaver, which was looked upon as the 
lame tiling; likewifc the Number that died of 
the Spottcd-Fcaver in the wnole jncreafed, being 
8 the Week bclorc, and 12 the Week above- 
named* --1 
This alarm 'd us all again, and terrible Appre-1 
hen lions were among the People, cfpeclally the \ 
Weather being now changed and growing warm,and 
the Summer being at Hand : However, the next 
Week there feem'd to be fome Hopes again, the 
Bills were low, the Number of the Dead iw all 
was but 388, there was none of the Pbgue, and 

but ^oiir of the Spotted- Feaver. 

lowincWeckJt return'd aeain. and 
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otncr^?aniher"(i//2..) St. A)iJrew*S'Jioll?omy Sc. C/r 
mtm's'Uanci^ and to the great Afiliftion of the 
City, one died within the Walls, in the Parifli of 
"^t.ALiiy-lVool' Churchy that is to (ay, in Beaybi/iJer^ 
lutie near the Stocks ma/ka j in all there was nine of 
the P a.^ue, and fix of the Spotted- F^eaver. It 
was however upon Inquiry found, that thisFiettch- 
vuiii who died in Bearbinder-laney was one who 
haviiift liv'd in Lon^ Acre^ near tiie infeded Houfes, 
had removed for fear of the Diflemper, noc know- 
ing thar he was already infeifted. 

This was the beginning of M'//, yet the Wea- 
ther was temperate, variable and cool enough- 
and People had ftillfomc Hopes : Tliat which en- 

ccurjj>/d ^'^^'"^ ^v^^> ^'^^^ ^'^c City was healthy, 
the wljo!e 97 Pariflics buried but 54, and we be- 
gan to hope, that as it was chiefly among the 
Peo['!c at ch^t End of the Town, it m;ght go no 
farther; and the rather, btcaufe the next Week 
which was from the pch oi May to the i6t\\ there 
died but three, ot which not one within the v/hole 
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City or Liberties, and St. Andrei) $ buried but i j, 
which was very low : *Tiscrue, St. C?/7^/s buried 
two and thirty, but AtU as there was but one of 
the Plague, People began to be eafy, the whole 
Bill alfo was very low, for the Week before, the Bill 
was but 347, and the Week above-mentioned but 
. 34 J • We continued in thefe Hopes tor a few Days, 
But it was but for a few ; for the People were no 
more to be deceived thus ; they fearcht thcHoufes, 
and found that the Plague was really fpread every 
vvay,and that many died of it every Day : So that 
now all our Extenuations abated, and it was no 
more to be conccalcd^nay it quickly appeared that 
the Inteftion had fpread it felf beyond all Hopes of 
Abatement ; that in the Parifli of St. Giles's^ it 
was gotten into feveral Streets, and feveral Fami- 
lies lay all fick together; And accordingly in the 
Weekly Bill for the next Week, the thing began to- 
ihew It felf ; there was inoecd but 14 fct down o£ 
the Plague, but this was all Knavery and CoIUi- 
lion, tor in Sc. Gileses Pariili they buried 40 in all, 
whereof it was certain moftof them died of the 
Plague, though they were fct down of other bi- 
llempers; and though the Number of all the Bu- 
rials were not increafed above 5 2, and tlic whole 
Bill being but 385, yet there was 14 of thcSpot- 
ted-Feaver, as well as 14 of the Plague ; and we 
took it for granted upon the whole, that there 
v/as 50 died tliat Week of the Plague. 

The next Bill was from ihe 23d of May to the 
50th, when the Number ot the Plague was 17: 
But the Burials in St. Gile^^s were 53, a frightful 
Number ! of whom they fet down but 9 oi the 
Plague : But on ap Examination more ftriftly by 
the Juftices of the Peace, and at the Lord Mayor $ 
Requcft, it was found there were 20 more, who 
\Nerc really dead of the Plague in that Pariah, but 

B 4 had 
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had been fee down of the Spotted- Fcavcc oc 
ochec Diftcmpcrs, bcfides others concealed. 
i But thofc were trifling Things to what followed 
mmediatcly ^ftcr ; for now the VVeathcr fee in hot, 
and from the firft Week in Jftne, the Infedion 
fprcad in a dreadful Manner, and the Bills rife 
high, the Articles ot the Feaver, Spotted- Pea vcr, 
and Teeth, began to fwell : For all that could con- 
ceal their Diftempers, did it to prevent their 
Neighbours ihunning and refuiing to convcrfc 
with them; and alfo to prevent Authority (hut- 
ting up their Houfcs, which though it was not 
yet pra<3:ifed, yet was threatned, and People wero 
extremely territy'd at the Thoughts of it. 

The Second Week in June^ the Parilli of 
St- Gi!es% where ftill the Weight ot the Infeftion 
lay, buried 1 20, whereof though the Bills faid but 
^i of the Plague ; every Body faid there had been 
iooat leaft, calculating it from the ufual Number 
of Funerals in that Parilh as above. 

Till this Week the City continued free, there 
having never any died except that one Frenchnan^ 
who I mentioned before, within the whole 97 Pa- 
ri(he>. Now there died four within the City, one 
in IVood fireety one in Femhurch flreety and two in 
Crooked-lane : Southwark was entirely free, ha- 
ving not one yet died on that Side of the Water. 

Iliv'd vfit\\o\xt Aldgate iiboMt mid- way between 
jildpte Chmxh Sind IVhite-Chafpel-Barsy on thelcfc 
Hand or North-fide of the Street ; and as the 
Diftemper had not reached to that Side of the City, 
our Neighbourhood continued very eafy : But at 
the other End of the Town, their Conftcrnation 
was very great ; and the richer fort of People, ef- 
pecially the Nobility and Gentry, from the Weft- 
part of the City throngM out of Town, with their 
Families and Servants in an unufual Manner; and 
this was more, particularly fcen in H'^htte- Chapel \ 

I that: 
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that is to fay.thcBroad-ftrcet where I HvM : Indeed 
nothing was to be fecn but Waggons and Carts, 
with Goods, Women, Servants, Children, &c. 
Coaches fiil'd with People of the better Sorr^ 
and Horfemen attending them, and all hurrying 
away; then empty Waggons, andCarcs appear'dar.d 
Spare-iiorfes with Servants, who it was apparent: 
were returning or fcnt fcpm the Countries to tccch 
more People ; Bcfides innumerable Numbers of 
Men on Horfeback, fomc alone, others with Ser-« 
vants, and generally fpeaking, al l loaded with Ba^* 
gage and fitted out t or^tra veiling, as^nyone mi^ hc 
jjerccive by tlitiL''"Jtppe arance> 

'I'his was a very 'terrible and melancholy Thing 
to fce,and as it was a Sij',ht which I cou^d notbuc 
look on from Morning to Night ; (or indeed there 
was nothing elfe of Moment to be feen, it filled mc 
with very ferious Thoughts of theMifcry that was 
coming upon the City, and the unhappy Condition 
of thoie that would be left in it. 

This Hurry of the People was fuch for fomc 
Weeks, that there was no getting at the Lord- 
Mayor's Door without exceeding Difficulty i there 
was fngh prt^flin ^^nd cfQ ^ ^d infi there to get palfes 
a nd Certificates of flcaltJO for fuch as travelled 
abroad ; tor without thclc, there was no Jbdng 
admitted to pafs thro' the Towns ug on Tthe Roa d^ 
or^to_Jodge]i^^ had none 

died in the City for all this time. My Lord Mayor 
gave Certificates of Health, without any Diffi- 
culty to all thofe who liv'd in the 97 Pariflies, and 
to thofe within the Liberties too for a while, 

I fay, continued fome Weeks, that 
is to^y, all the Month of Afay and June, and the 
more b^caufc--it-wasrumour*d that an order of 

tJijLiikmmmiairwar^ 

romhrSoad, to prevent 
' — Peoples 
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^coplcsiravdjing ; and that the Towns on the 
would not fuller People from London to pafs. 



< ycopic 
Koad/ 



tor tear of bringing the Infection along with them, 
though neither of thcfe Rumours had any Foun- 
dation, but in the Imagination; efpccially at firfl. 

1 now began to conddcr fcrioully with my Self, 
concerning my own Caic, and how I fliould dif- 
polc of my leU'; that is to fay, whether I fhould 
refolvc to Uay in LouJon^ or Ihuc up my Houfe and 
flee, as many of my Neighbours did. 1 have 
Ice this particular down fo fully, becaufe I know 
not but it may be of Moment to thofe who come 
af:er me, if they eome to be brought to the fame 
I>iilrefs, and to the fame Manner of making their 
Choice and therefore I defire thisAccountmay pafs 
with them, rather for a Dircftiontothemfelvcs to 
ad by, than a Hiflory of my aftings, feeing it may 
not be of one Farthing value to them to note what 
became of me. ^ 

1 had two important things before mc ; the one \ 
was the canying on my Bufinels and Shop; ' 
which was conliderable, and in which was em- 
barl/d all my tlfcds in the World ; and the other 
was tlK Picfcrvation of my Life in fo difmal a 
C^alamity, as I faw apparently was coming upon 
the whole City ; and which however great it was, 
my Fears perhaps as well as other Peoples, repre- 
(ciilcd to be much greater than it could be 

The fiifl Conhdcration was of great Moment 
to me; my 'f^-^^^'' ^^^is a ^^^V, 'M^^ as my Deal- 
ings were chiefly not by a Shop or Chance Trade, 
but among the Merchants, trading to the Englijh 
Cdiowka in Amtrka^ fo my Effcds lay very much 
in the hands of fuch. 1, jv as a lingl^ Man^is true, 
l uir I had a Family of S ervants, who I kept ac 
my Bnii.ieis, had a HouteTSHopi and VVare-houfes 
filTd with Goods ] and in (hort, to leave them all 
as things in fuch a Cafe muft be left, that is to 

fay 
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fay^ without any Overfecr or Pcrfon fit to be 
truftcd with them, had been to hazard the Lofs 
not only of my Trade, but of my Goods, an4 
indeed of all I had in the World. 

1 had an Elder Brother at the fame Time in 
London, and not many Years before come over 
from Portugal; and advifing wiih him, his Anfwcc 
was in three Words the fame that was given 
in another Cafe quite diftercnr, (viz.*) Mi/ler/ave 
thyfelf. In a Word, he was for my retiring into the 
Country, as he refolv'd to do him/elf witli his Fa- 
mily; telling me, what he had it fcems, heard a- 
broad, that the bcft Preparation for the Plague 
was to run away from it. As to my Argument 
of lofing my Trade, my Goods, or Debts, he 
quite confuted me: He told mc the fame thing, 
which I argued for my Haying, (vit) That I would 
fntfi God with my Safety and Health, was the 
ftiongcll Repulfc to my Pretentions of lofing my 
Trade and my Goods i for, (ays he, is it not as 
reafonable that you iViould truft God with the 
Chance or Rifque of lofing your Trade, as that 
you fhould ftay in fo imminent a Point of Danger, 
and trult him with your Life? 

I could not argue that I was in any Strait, as 
to a Place where to go, having fcvcral Friend$ 
and Relations iw NorthamptonJhiYe, whence our Fa- 
mily firftcame from; and particularly, I had an 
only Sifter in Lincclnfl)irey very willing to receive 
and entertain mc. 

J^ J^y Brorhcr, who h ail already fcnr hi< U/ifp an#^ 

tw o Childre n^ into Bedjorajhtre, ana re/dlv*d to 
TiSnow tiienC ^preferhmv going vcrT^cJnTCffiy ; 
and I had once refolv'd to comply with his Dc- 
fires, but at that time could get no Horfc : For 
tho* it is true, all the People did not go out of 
the City o( London; yet 1 may venture CO fay, thac 
in a manner all the llorfes did; for there was 

hardly 
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ha rdly a Horfc to be bou{^ht or lu'rcd in the 
"Wliolc CJitv ror tnme4\/^c<4«. Once 1 rcfoly\ 



"jyliolc jJity,for fnme Wu'k^ Once 1 rcioly'd jo . 

oil Poor wiVh one &c rvM^^iZiE^r~ik many 

tHttr-tfra^t no Inn, but cairy a Soldiers Tent with 
US, and Jo lie in the Fields, tlie Weather being 
very warm, and no Panger from tiling cold : I 
fay, as many did^ becaufc fcveral did (o at laft, 
elpccially thofe who had been in the Armies iu 
ihc War which had not been many Years pad; 
and I miift needs fay,that fpeaking of fecond Gaiifcs, 
had moftof the People that rravellcd, donefo, th« 
Plague had not been carried into fo many Coun- 
try-Towns and Houfes, as it was, to the great Da- 
niage, and indeed to the Ruin of abundance of 
People. 

But.^thennwServ^ who I had intended to 
rake dowT wicn me, deceived me ; and being 
frighted it the Encreafe ot th^ Diftemper, and 
pot knowing when 1 iliould go, he took other Mea- 
fures, ajidJciLinej^fo I was put oft* for that Time ; 
and one way oromer, I always found that to ap- 
point to go away was always crofs'd by fome 
Accident or other, fo as to difappoint and put it 
elf again ; and this brings in a Story which other- 
wife might be thought a needlefs Digrefllon, 
(vi^f) about thefc Difappointmencs being itom, 
Heaven. 

I mention this Story alfo as the bcft Method 
I can aJvifc any Perfon to take in fuch a Cafe, e- 
ipecially, if he be one that makes Confcicnce of 
his Duty, and would be direfted what to do in 
it> namely, that he fliould keep his Eye upon thp 
particular Providences which occur at that Time, 
and look upon them complexly, as they regard 
one another, and as altogether regard the Quc- 
llion before him, and then I thinfc, he may fafely 
rake them for Intimations from Heaven of whac 
jb his unqueftion*d Duty to do ia fuch a Cafe ; 



the PLAGUE 



i3 



I mean as to going away from, or (laying in the 
Place where we dwell, when vifitcd with an in- 
fcdious Diftcmper. 

It came very warmly into m. y Mind ,> one 

Morning, as I was mudng on this particular thing, 

that as nothing attended us without the Direftion 

o r Pcrmiffi on of Diyjn^^Power, fothcl e Uilap-^" 

^intnicntirmnft1iave"fometir in^^ in^aTgiTrexfj;gQr«*" 

dinary ; a nd 1 ought to confider whether it 
not evidently point out, or intimate to me, diacj] 

was rheWiilof ^e!kven Lib«Htd,JXAtLg^, Iclm- 

oUowM'in my Thoughts, that if it real- 
ly was trom God, that I (hould ftay, ^ washa ble 
cfejS ^Hy to prcfcrvc lae in the midltof"airth c 
'^^eatlTindJJanger^ that would furround me > and 
thatTf I attempted to fecure ' my felf by fleeing 
from my Habitation, and aded contrary to thefe 
Intimations, which I believed to be Divine, it was 
a kind of flying from God, and that he could- 
caufc his Juftice to overtake me when and where 
he thought fit. 

Thefe thoughts quite tum'd my Refolutions a- 

gain, and when I came to difcourfe with jniLBcof 
ther af^atn T rn ld him, that I enclin'd to ftav^ nd 
tatcmy Lot in^that Station In which God had 
plac'd me ; and that it feem'd to be made more 
cfpecially my Duty, on the Account of what I 
have fa id. 

My Brothe r^ tho' a very Religious Man him- 
felf, laughL^t all I had fuggefted about its being 
an Intimation from Heaven, and (iildjncjb^cral 
^^oripcnf Tnrh f^^pl-h ardy People, ^ j he calVd them^ 
as I was; that I ought indeed to fubmit to it as 
a Work of Heaven, if I had been any way difablcd 
by Diftcmpers or Difeafes, and tiiat then not be- 
ing able to go, I ought to acquiefce in the Di- 
reftion of him, who having been my Maker, had 
an undifputed Right of Soveraignity in difpofing 

of 
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of rac ; and that then there had been no Diffi- 
culty to determine which was the Call of his Pro- 
vidence, and which was not : But that I fliould 
take it as «in Iiitimation fiom Heaven, that I 
iliould not so out ot- Town, only becaufe I could 
not hire a Hoc fc to go, or my Fellow was run away 
that was to attend me, Was ridiculous, fince at the 
fame Time 1 had my Health and Limbs, and other 
Servants, and might, with Eafe, travel a Day or 
two on fi)(.t, and having a good Certificate of 
being in pcitcft Health, might either hire a Horfe, 
Of take Pod on the Road, as I thought fit. 

Then he proceeded to tell me of the mifchei- 
vous Confequcnces which utcended the Prefura- 
ption of the Turks and Mahometans in A/ia and 
in other Places, where he had been ( for my Bro- 
ther being a Merchant, was a few Years before, 
as I have already obferv'd, returned from abroad, 
coming laft from Lisbon) and how prefuming up- 
cm their profcfs'd predeftinating Notions, and of 
every Man*s End being predetermined and unalte- 
rably before-hand decreed, they would go uncon- 
cerned into infefted Places, and convxrfc with in- 
feded Perfons, by which Means ihcy died at the 
Rate of Ten or Fifteen Thoufand a \Veek, whereas 
the Europeans^ or Chriftian Merchants, who kept 
themfelves retired and referv'd, generally cfcap'd 
the Contagion. 

XJ pon thc Ja^Arnumrnt ^my Brother changM 

go ^^ and accordinfy]y made alTlhiii^s leadyXJ OJ: 
rn^ffiort^ jhe Infect i on increaied round mc> and 
the Bills were rifen to almoft 7oo"lFW^ek, and 
my Brother told me, he would venture to ftay no 
longer. 1 dcfir'd him to let me conlider of it but 
till the next Day^ and I would refolve; and 
as I had already prepared every thing as well 
as I could, as to my Bufinefs, and who to cn- 

truft 
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truftmy Affairs wich, I had lictfe to do but to re* 
folvc. 

I went Home that Evening greatly opprcfc*d in 
my Mind, irrcfolute, and not knowing what to 
do i I had fct the Evening wholly apart to con* 
fidcr fcrioufly about it, and was all alone ; for al- 
ready People had, as it were by a general Con- 
fent, taken up the Cuftom of not. going out ok 
Doors after Sun-fet, thcReafonsl fliallhavcOc- 
cafion to fay more of by-and-by. 

In the Retirement ot diis Evening 1 cntlza ygu^- 
re d to rcfol vc_fiiJt ^ what was my Diuy lluldor 
'"arrdJ HtateJ^t he A rg uments with which jrijLBrQ* 
tlj cr had prc fs'cT m e to go into the Country .^_ aml 
1 fee againft them_thc Itrong^ Jmpreifinns which 
I had^oi Tiny Mind for flaying ; the vifiblc Call I 
fccnfdToTiavc from the particuIaF Circumfiancc 
of my Calling, and the Care due from me -for 
the Prefervation of my Effects, which were, as I 
might fay, my EHate; alio the Luimations which 
I thought I had from Heaven, that to me fig- 
nify*d a kind of Direiftion to venture, and it oc- 
curr'd to mc, that if 1 had what I might call 
a Direiiion to ftay, I ouglic to fuppofe it con- 
tain\l a Promifc of bcinc; prcfcrvcd, if I obeyed. 

This lay clofe to mc, and my Mind feemed 
more and more encouraj.%'d ro flay than ever, and 
fupporced with a fccrct Satisfaction, that 1 fliould 
be kept : Add to tiiis that turning over the Bible, 
which lay before me, and while my Thoughts 
were more than ordinarily fcrious upon the Que- 
ftion, Lcr yM our, W E L L, / kmw not what to 

ffiire I happen d to fiop tunung over the Book at 
the ijxft Pfalfjf^ and calling my Eye on thefecond 
Vcile, 1 read on to the 7th Vcrfe cxelulive ; and 
after that, incliiJed the loth, as follows. Ixvili 
fiy vf the Lord^ He is my refuge y andmyforetiefs^ 
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. nty Go J, in him will J trujl. Surely he jball de* 
liver thee front the fnare of the fowler^ and from thd 
noifoin peftilence. He Jhall cover the with his fea* 
thtrsy and under his wings /halt thou trufl : his truth 
/ball le thy (I)ield and buckler. Ihou Jhalt not be 
afraid for the terror by nighty nor Jor the arrow 
that fiieth by day : Nor for the pef! Hence that walk* 
eth in darknejs : nor for the deflruiUon that waftsth 
at noon- day. A thou fan J foal I jail at thy fide^ and 
ten thou fund at thy right hand : but it jhall not come 
nigh thee. Only with thine Ejes jhalt thou behold and 
fee the reward oj the wicked. Buaufe thou hafl made 
the Lord which is my refuge^ ei/en the mofl High, thy 
habitation: There jball no e'vil bejalth.e, neither jljall 
any plague cune nigh thy dwelling, t<,c. 

1 (carcc ncctl cell the Reader, th:ir fyp rntliat 
Moment I rcfolv'd that Twon ld Hay in rh eJTfuv 
"and caftiil^ luy ll'lf ciitifcTynpon the Goodnefs 
and Protection of the Almighty, would not 
feck any other Slielter whatever ; and that as my 
Times were in his Hand^, he was as able to keep 
mc in a Time ot the liirc^tion as in a Time ot 
Health ; aiid it he diu not ciunk rit to deliver me, 
lUll I was in his Hands, and it was meet hcihould 
do with mc :'s Ihould feem i»ood tohim. 

With this Rcloliition I went to Bed ; and I was 
tarihcr coiihrm^d in it the next Day, by the Wo- 
man bcint; taken ill with whom I had intended to 
cntriilt my Houle and all m) Aft'airs: But I had 
a farther Obhgation laid on me on the fame Side ; 
ioxjiK: nex t Day 1 found my felf v^ 'py mi.rl-^ nnr 
ot O+deirSTlo i fo th.ii^t: I would have gone away, 
i couid noTp^nd |,t; onrinucd iil t hree or four Days^ 
and this iutircly decermin'd my Stay Tio 1 took 
ny leave of my Brother, who went away to 
Darkihg in Snrry^ and afterwards fcrchM a Round 
farther into Biakinghamjhirey or Bedfordfhirej to a 

Retreat he had touud out there for his Family* 

Ic 
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was a very ill Timp t€\ hg C\c\c fn^ far^f any 

)ne complaiird>'it was immediately fajd hcJ iadLthe 
^aguFr"^ d tho' 1 Had indeed no Symproms of 
that Uiltemper, yet being very ill, both* in my 
Head and in my Stomach, Ij5rasjK)LiKithouLAp« 
pt^henlion^tl^^ i bnt in a* 

bouFlHrcc DaysI ^rcvvbettcrTa hcthird Night 
I reftcd well, fwcatcd a h'ttle, and was much rc- 
freih'd; the Apprchendons of its being the Infe- 
dion wentalfo quite away with my lUnefS) and I 
went aboat my Bufinefs as ufual. 

Thefc Things however put off all my Thoughts 
of going into the Country; and my Brother alfo 
being gone, I had no more Debate either with him, 
or with my felf, on that Subjcft. 

It was now mid-^^/z/y, and the Plague which 
had chiefly rag'd at the other End of the Town, 
and as I faid before, in the Parilhes of St. Gilei*s% 
St. Andrews HolbouYn, and iQvf^xds^WeJlmhifler^ 
began now to come Eadward tovrards the Pure 
where I liv'd. It was ro be obferv'd indeed, that 
it did not come ftrait on towards us ; for the 
City, that is to fay within the Walls, was indif- 
ferent healthy ftill ; nor was it got then very much 
over the Water into Southwcirk ; for tho' there di- 
ed that Week 1268 of all Diftcmpers, whereof ic 
might be fupposM above 900 died of the Plague ; 
yet there was but 28 in the whole City, within 
the Walls ; and but 19 in Sonthwark^ Lambeth 
Parifli included ; whereas in the Parilhes of St. 
Giles^ and St. Martins in the Fields alone, there 
died 421. 

But we perceived the Infeflion kccpt chiefly In the 
outPariihes, which being very populous, and 
fuller alfo of Poor, the Diftemper found more to 
prey upon than in the City, as I (hall obfcrve after- 
ward; weperceiv'd I fay, the Diftemper tod rav/ 
our Way ; (v/z..) by the Parifhcs of CUrken-JVell^ 

C O/p: 
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Cripplcgate^ Shoreditch^ and Bijhopfgnte ; which laft 
two P^riftes joining to Aldgate^ H^hite-Chapet^ and 
Stepney t the Infcftion came at length to fprcad its 
iitmoft Rage and violence in thole Parts, even 
when it abated, at the fVeJlem Pariflies where 
it began. 

It wus very flrange to obferve, that in this 
particii.arWeek, from the 4th to the iith ofjuly, 
when, as I have obfcrv'd, there died near 400 
ot the Plague in the two Pariflies of St. Martins, 
and Sc. Giles in the Fields only, three died in the 
Pariih of Aldgate but four, in the Parifti of fVhite- 
Cbiipil tluce ,in the Paiifli oi Stepney bwt one. 

L kcwife in the next Week, from the i ith of 
July to the 18th, when the Week's Bill was 
1761, yet there died no more of the Plague, on 
the whole Sottthvoark Side of the Water than fix* 
teen. 

Ijut this Face of things foon changed, and it 
began to thicken in Cripplegate Pariih efpecially, 
and in Clerken-WeU ; fo, that by t!ic fecond Week 
in Augiifti Cripplegate Parifli alonr, buried eight 
hundred eighty fix, a.nd Clerken'J4''ell 1^^ ; of the 
firft eight luindred and fifty, might well be rec- 
koned to die of the Plague ; and of the laft, the 
Bill it felf faid^ 145 were of the Plague. 

During the Month of jfuly^ and while, as I have 
obfcrv'd, our Part of the Town feem'd to bea* 
fpar'd, in Comparifon of the fFeJi part, I went or- 
dinarily about the Streets, as my Bulinefs required, 
and particularly went generally, once in a Day, 
or in two Days, into the City, to my Brother's 
Houfe, wliich he had given me charge of, and to 
fee if it was fate : And having the Key in my 
Pocket, I ufcd to go into the Houfe, and over 
moft of the Rooms, to lee that all was well ; for 
tho' it be fomcthing wonderful to tell, that any 
fliould have Hearts fo hardned, in the midil ot 

fuch 
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fuch a Calamity, as to rob and ileal ; yet certain 
it is, that all Sorts of ViUanies, and even Le- 
vities and Debaucheries were then pradis'd in 
the Town, as openlyas ever, I will not fay quite 
as frequently, becaufe the Numbers * of People 
were many ways leflcn*d. 

But the City it felf began now to be vifitcd 
too, I mean within the Walls ; but the Number 
of People there were indeed extreamly kffen'd by 
fo great a Multitude having been gone into the 
Country ; and even all this Month of July they 
continued to flee, tho' not in fuch Multitudes a'9 
formerly* In ^ugufi indeed, they fled in fuch a 
manner, that I began to think, there would be 
really none but Magiftrates and Servants left in 
the City. 

As they fled now out of the City, fo I (bould 
obferve, that the Court removed early, (viz,.) in 
the Month of June^ and went to Oxford, where 
it pleasM God to prefcrve them; and the Diftem- 
per did nor, at I huacd oj\ fo much as touch them 5 
for which I cannot fay, that I ever faw they 
Ihew'd any great Token of Thankfulncfs, and hard- 
ly any thing of Reformation^ tho* they did noc 
want being told that their crying Vices might, 
without Breach of Charity, be faid to have gone 
far, in bringing that terrible Judgment upon the 
whole Nation. 

The Face of London \ff2LS now indeed ftrangely 
alter'd, I mean the wliolcMafs of Buildings, Ci- 
ty, Liberties, Suburbs, JV^fiminJler^ Southivark and 
altogether ; for as to the particular Part called 
the City, or within the Walls, that was not yet 
much infeded; but in the whole, the Face of 
Things, I fay, was much altered ; Sorrow and 
Sadncfs fat upon every Face ; and tho' fome Part 
were not yet ovcrwheIm'd,yct all look'd deeply con- 
cerned ; and as we faw it apparently coming on, 

C 2 fo 
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fo every one looked on himfclf, and his Family^ 
as in the utmoft Danger: were it poffible to repre- 
fcnc thofe Times cxaftly to thofc that did not fee 
them, and give the Reader due Ideas of the Horror 
that every where prcfented ic felf, it muft make 
juft Impreflions upon their Minds, and fill them 
with Surprize. ' London might well be faid to be 
all in Tears ; the Mourners did not go about the 
Streets iiidccd, for no Body put on black, or made 
a formal Drefs of Mourning for their neareft 
Friends; but the Voice of Mourning was truly 
heard m the Streets ; the flinecks of Women and 
Children at the Windows, and Doors of their 
Houfes, where their deareft Relations were, per- 
haps dying, or juft dead, were fo frequent to be 
heard, as wc parted the Streets, that it was c- 
nough to pierce the Ibuteil Heart in the World, 
to hear them. Tears and Lamentations were feen 
almoft in every Houfe, efpecially in the firft Pare 
of the Vilitation; for towards the latrer End, 
Mens Hearts were hardned, and Death was fo al- 
ways before their Eyes, that they did nor fo much 
concern themfelves for the Lofs of their Friends, 
expecting, that themfelves fliould be fummoned 
the next Hour. 

Buiinels led me out fometimes to the other 
T^wiS of the Town, even when the Sicknefs was 
chiefly there ; and as the thing was new to me, 
as well as to every Body clfc, it was a moft fur* 
prifing thing, to fee thofe Streets, whicli wereu- 
l'i!a]y (o thronged, now grown defolate, and fo 
few People to be feen in them, that if I had been 
a Scranger, and at a Lofs for my VVay, I might 
fometimes have gone the Length of a whole Streer, 
I mean of the by-Srreets, and fee no Body co di- 
recl me, excep: Watchmen, fwt ac the Doors of 
fuch Houfes as v\'cre ihut upi of which I (hall 
fpeakprefeiitly. 

One 
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One Day, being at that Part of the Town, on 
fome fpecial Bufinefs, Curiofity led me to obferve 
things more than ufually ; and indeed I walked a 
great Way where I had no Bulinefs ; I went up Hoi' 
l/ourn^ and there the Street was full of People j but 
they walked in the middle of the great Scrcv't, nei- 
ther on one Side or other, becaufc, as 1 fuppofe, 
they would not mingle with any Body that came 
out of Houfcs, or meet with Smells and Scents 
from. Houfes that might be infcded. 

The Inns-of-Cpurt were all ihut up; nor were 
very many of the Lawyers in the Temple, or 
Lmolns'Jitn, or Greyes-Iim, to be fecn there. Every 
Body was at peace, there was no Occafion for 
Lawyers; bcfides, it being in the Time of the Va- 
cation too, they were generally gone into the Coun- 
try. Whole Rows of Houfcs in fome Places, 
were (hut clofe up ; the Inhabitants all fled, and 
only a Watchman or two left. 

When I fpeak of Rows of Houfes being ftiut 
up, J do non mean (hut up by the Magiftrates ; 
but that great Numbers of Perfons followed the 
Court, by the NecefRty of their Employments, and 
other Dependencies : and as others retired, really 
frighted with the Diftemper, it was a mere defo- 
lating of fome of the Streets : But the Fright was 
not yet n^ar fo great in the City, abftraftly fa 
called ; and particularly becaufe, tho'they were 
at firlt in a moft inexpreinble Confternation, yet as 
I have obferv'd, that the Diftemper intermitted 
often at firft j fo they were as it were, allarm*d, 
and unallarm'd again, and this fevcral times, till 
it began to be familiar to them ; and that even, 
when ic appeared violent, yet feeing it did not pre* 
fently fpread into the City, or the Eafi and 
SQiah Parts, the People began to take Courage, 
and to be, as I may fay, a little hardned : Ic 
is true, a vaft many People fled, as I have ob- 

C 3 fcrv'd 
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ferv'd, yet they were chiefly from the Weft End 
of the Town ; and from that we call the Heart 
of the City, that is to fay, among the wcalthieft 
of the People ; and fuch People as were unincum- 
bred with Trades and Bufinefs : But of the refit 
the Generality fiay'd, and feem*d to abide the 
worft: So that in the Place we call the Liberties, 
and in the Suburbs, in ^outhwark^ and in the Eafl 
Part, fuch as IVapping^RatcUf^ Stepney^ Rotherhith.sind 
the like, the People generally llay'd, except here 
and there a (cw wcalchy Families, who, as above, 
did not depend upon their Bufinefs. 

It muft not be forgot here, that the City and Su- 
burbs were prodigioufly full of People, at the time 
of this Vilitation, I mean, ac the time that it be- 
gan ; for tho* 1 have liv'd to fee a farther Encreafe, 
and mighty Throngs of People fettling in London^ 
more than ever, yet we had always a Notion, that 
the Numbers of People, which the Wars being o- 
ver, the Armies disbanded, and the Royal Family 
and the Monarchy being reftor'd, had flock'd to 
London^ to fettle into Bufinefs \ or to depend upon, 
and attend the Court for Rewards of Services, Pre- 
ferments, and the like, was fuch, that the Town 
was computed to have in it above a hundred thou- 
fand people more thiau ever it held before; nay, 
(ome took upon them to fay, it had twice as ma« 
ny, becaufe all the ruin'd Families of the royal 
Farcy, flock'd hither : All the old Soldiers fet up 
Trades here, and abundance of Families fettled 
here j again, the Court brought with them a 
great Flux of Pride, and new Faihions ; All Peo- 
ple were grown gay and luxurious ; and the Joy 
of the Refloration had brought a vaft many Fami- 
lies to Loudon* 

I often thought, that as Jerufalcm was befieg*d 
by the Romans, when t^je-^^ewf-were aflcmbled to- 
gether, w celebrate tl(cJPalfQ\[£g^ which means, 

an 
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an incr cdiblc^ iimhfir of^Pg^^Je^^MiereiluvHJ^Vi 
diefcTwho would othcrvvifc have been in other 
Countries : So th cPla gn e ciitrcd Lon dojii^v^Kn an 
incredible Increafe^^oTj^^cojpje^ oc- 

cafionally, by the'partiCuTar Circumltances above- 
nam'd : As this Conflux of the People, to a youth- 
ful and gay Court, made a great Trade in the 
City, efpccially in every thing that belonged to 
Fafhion and Finery ; So it drew by Confequencc, 
a great Number of Work-men, Mariul'afturers, and 
the like, being moftly poor People, who depended 
upon their Labour, And I remember in partieular, 
that in a Reprefentation to my Lord Mayor, of -• 
the Condition of the Poor, it was eftimated, that, 
there were no lefs than an Hundred Thoufand 
Ribband Weavers in and about the City ; the chic- 
fc-ft Number of whomi lived then in the Parifhes 
oi SImeditchj Stepney, fVhite-chapel, Md BiJ/jopfgate i 
that namely, about Spittle-fields i that is to fay » 
as Spittle fields \v2iS then ; for it was not fo large 
as now, by one fifth Parr. 
. By this however, the Number of People in the 
whole may be judg'd of ; and indeed, I often won- 
dred, that after the prodigious Numbers of Peo- 
ple that went away at fit ft, there was yet fo 
great a Multitude Icfc, as it appeared there was. 

But I muft go back again to the Beginning of 
this Surprizing Time, while the Fears of the 
People were young, they were encreas'd ftrangcly . 
byfcvcral odd Accidents, which put altogether, 
it was realy a wonder the whole Body of the 
People did not riTe as one Man, and abandon 
their Dwellings, leaving the Place as a Space of 
Ground defigned by Heaven for an Akeldama, 
doom'd to be deftroy'd from the Face of the 
Earth ; and that all that would be found in ir, 
would perifli with it. I iliall Name but a few 
of thefe Things; but fi.re they were fo many, and 
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fo many Wizards and cunning People propagating 
them) chat I have ofcen wonder'd there was anya 
(Women efpecially,) left behind. . 

In the Hril Place^ a blazing Star or Comet ap* 
pear*d for fevcral Months before the Plague, as 
there did the Year after another, a little before the 
Fire ,• the old Women, and the Phlegmatic Hy- 
pocondriac Part of the other Sex, who I could al- 
moft call old IVomm too, rcmark'd (cfpecially after- 
ward tho* not, till both thofc Judgments were over,) 
that thofe two Comets pafs'd direftly over the 
City, and that fo very near the Houfes, that it 
was plain, they imported fomething peculiar to 
the City alone ; that the Comet before the Pefti- 
Icnce, was of a faint, dull, languid Colour, and 
its Motion very heavy, (olemn and flow; But 
that the Comet before the Fire, was bright and 
fparklingt or as others faid, flaming, and its 
Motion fwifc and furious; and that accord- 
ingly! One foretold a heavy Judgment, flow but 
fevcre, terrible and frightful, as was the Plague 5 
But the other foretold a Stroak, fudden, fwift, and 
liery as the Conflagration ; nay, fo particular fome 
People were, that as they look'd upon that Co- 
quet preceding the Fire, they fancied that they not 
only faw it pafs fwiftly and fiercely, andcou'd per- 
ceive the Motion with their Eye, but even they 
heard it ; that it made a rufhing mighty Noife, 
fierce and terrible, tho' at a diflance, and but jufl 
perceivable. 

1 (aw both thefc Stars ; and I mufl confefs, had 
fo much of the common Notion of fuch Things in 
piy Head, that I was apt to look upon them, as 
the Forerunners and Warnings of Gods Judgments ; 
and cfpcciaUy when after the Plague had followed 
the firfl, I yet faw another of the like kind ; I 
90uld not but fay, God had not y«t fufficiently 
{courg'd the City. 
' ' ' ■ But 
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But I couM not at the (amc Time carry thefe 
\jrhings to the heighth chat others did, knowing 
toOythat natural Caufesare aflign'd by the Aftro* 
nomcrs for fuch Things \ and that their MQtions, 
and even their Revolutions are calculated, or pre* 
ded CO be calculated ; (o that they cannoc be fo 
perfeftly call'd rhc Fore-runners, or Fore-tellcrs, 
much lefs the procurers ol fuch Events, as PcUi- - 
Icnce, War, Fire, and the like. 

But let my Thoughts, and the Thoughts of the 
Philofophers be, or have been what they will, 
thefe Things had a more then ordinary Influence 
upon the Minds of the common People, andchey 
had almpft univcrfal mclanchoDy Appcehentipns 
of feme dreadUil Calamity and Judgment com- 
ing upon the City; and this principally from 
the Sight of this Comer, and the little Allarm 
that was given in December^ by two People dying 
at Sc. Giles^s^ as above. 

The Apprchenfions of the Peopje, were like- 
wife ftrangcly cncreas'd by the Error of the 
Times ; in which, I think, the People, from what 
Principle I cannot imagine, were more adided 
to Prophelies, and Aftrological Conjurations, 
Dreams, and old ^ivQS Tales, than ever they 
were before or (ince : Whether this unhappy 
Temper was originally raifed by the Follies of 
fome People who got Money by it ; tiiac is to fay, 
by printuig IVedittions, and Prognoftications I 
know no:; but certain it is, Book's frighted them 
terribly ,* fuch as Lilly's Almanack, Gadbury^s A- 
logical Predi«flions j Poor Robins Almanack and 
the like ; alfo feveral pretended religious Books ; 
one eniituled, Cov:e out of her my Ptvple^ leaji you 
ie partaker of her Plagues ; anoiher call'd, Fair V/arn- 
ing J another, Britaim RcmenihrancLr, and many 
fuch; ;ill, or moil Part of whicii, foretold dircft- 
!y or covertly the Riiiu oi liic Ciiy : Nay, fom^ 

were 
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V ere fo Enchufianicaily bold^ as to run about the 
Streets, with their Oral Prediftions, pretending 
they were font to preach to the City ; and One 
in particular, >vho, \\kc[yom/j to Nenevahy cry*d 
in the Streets, yet forty Days^ and LOND ON^ 
(hall be dejUoy^d. 1 will not be politive, whether 
he faid yet torty Days, or yet a few Days. Ano- \ 
tlvcr run about Naked, except a pair of Drawers \ 
about his VVafte, crying Day and Night ; like a ' 
Man tliat Jofefhus mentions, who cry'd, woe to j 
jfertifalem ! a little before the Deftrudion of t.iat 
City: So this poor naked Creature cry *d, 0!the 
Create and the Dteadjul God! and faid no more, 
but repeated thofe Words continually, with a 
Voice and Countenance full of horror, a fwift 
Pace, and no Body cou'd ever find him to Hop, 
or reft, or take any Suftenance, at leaft, that ever 
I cou*d hear of. I /merthis p oor Creature fcvc- 
jral Times in the Streets^ and^^ould have ipolTe 
to him, but he vvould not enter i nto Speech with 
mc. Or any one elfe ; but held onlriyxWmal Cries 

contioually^— ' 

• Thcfc Things tcriifiedhthe_Peo£k to the lafl: 
Degree; and efpcciaUywlien twounhrce-Tioies, 
as i have mentioned already, they found one or 
cwo in the Bills, dead ofthe Plague at St. Giles. 

Next fo thefe publick Things, were the Dreams 
Oi old Women : Or, I fliould Hiy, the Interpre- 
tation of old Women upon other Peoples Dreams ; 
and thefe put abundance of People even out ot 
their Wits: Some heard Voices warning, them to 
be gone, for that there would be fueh a Plague 
in Londo\t^ fo that the Living would not be able 
to bury the Dead : Others faw Apparitions in 
the Air ; and I muft be allowed to fay of both, I 
hope without breach of Charity, that they heard 
Voices that never fpake, and (aw Sights that ne- 
ver appeared; but the Imagination ot the People 

'was 
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was really tun/d wayward and . poflfcfsM : And no 
Wonder, if they, who were porcing concinually 
ac the Cloudsj Taw Shapes and Figures, Repre* 
fcntations and Appearances, which had nothing 
in them, but Air and Vapour. Here they told 
us, they faw a Flaming^Sword held in a Hand, 
coming out of a Cloud, with a Point hanging 
direftly over the City. There they faw Herfes, 
and Coffins in the Air, carrying to be buried. 
And there again, Hea£Sofdead^Bodi^ un- 

buried, and the like i juTraT^ttTcTmagitTation of 
the poor terrify M People furnifli*d them with Mat- 
ter to work upon. 

So Hypocottdriac Fancy* s reprefent 
Ships y Armies, Battles^ in thf Firmament ; 
Till fleady Eyes, the Exhalations folve. 
And all to its fii ft Matter^ Cknd, refolve. 

I could Hll this Account with the ftrange Rela^ 
tions, fuch People gave every Day, of what they 
had fecn ; and every one was fo pofitive of their 
having feen, what they pretended to fee, that 
there was no contradiAing them, without Breach 
of Friendihip, or being accounted rude and un* 
mannerly on the one Hand, and prophane and im- 
penetrable on the other. One time before the 
Plague was begun, (othcrwife than as I have faidi 
in St. Giles^^j) I think it \;as in March, feeing a 
Crowd of People in the Street, I join'd with them 
to fatisfy my Curiofity, and found them all flaring 
up into the Air, to (ee what a Woman told them 
appeared plain to her, which was an Angel cloth'4 
in white, with a fiery Sword in his Hand, waving 
it, or brandilhing it over his Head. She defcrib- 
ed every Part of the Figure to the Life ; fhew*d 
them the Motion, and the Form ; and the poor 
People came into it fo eagerly, and with fo much 
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Readincfs ; YES, I fee it all plainly^ fays oncJ 
T!lmei the Sword as plain as can be. Another faw 
the Angel. One faw his very Face, and cry'd 
our, What a glorious Creature he was ! One (aw 
one thing, and one another. I looked as earneftly 
as the reft, but, perhaps, not with fo much Wil- 
lingnefs to be imposed upon ; and I faid indeed, 
that / could fee nothings but a white Cloud, bright 
on one Side, by the ihiningofthe Sun upon the 
otlier Part, The Woman cndeavour*d to (hew ic 
me, but could not make me confefs, that I faw it, 
which, indeed, if 1 had, I muft have lied : But 
the Woman turning upon me, look'd in my Face, 
aud fancied 1 lauglVd i in which her Imagination 
tlecciv'd her too j for I really did not laugh, but 
was very fcrioufly reflefting how the poor People 
were territy'd, by the Force of their own Imagina- 
tion. However, flie turned from ine, call'd me 
prophanc Fellow, and a Scoffer ; told me, that it 
was a time of Gods Anger, and dreadful Judg- 
ments were approaching; and that Dcfpifers, fuch 
as I, iliould wonder and perijlu 

The People about her feem*d difgufted as well 
as ilie; and I found there was no perfwading 
them, that I did not laugh at them ; and that I 
{hould be rather mobb'd by them, than be able 
to undeceive them . So I left them j and this Ap- 
pearance pafs'd for as real, as rhc Blazing Sta? 
it fclf. 

Another Encounter I had in the open Day alfo : 
And this was in going thro' a narrow Pafl'age 
from Petty France iiMoBlJhopfgate Church Yard, by a 
Row of Alms-Houfes; there are twoChurch Yards 
to Bijhopfgate Church, oi P^rifli ; one we go over 
to pafs from the Place cali'd Petty France into jBi- 
popfgateStxiict, coining out juft by the Church Door, 
the other is on the fide of the narrow PalTage, 
where the Alms-Houfcs are on the left ; and a 

Dwarf- 
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Dwarf- wall with a Palifadoc on it, on the right 
Hand ; and the City Wail on the ocher Side^ more 
to the right. 

In this narrow PaiTage ftands a Man looking 
thro' between the Palifadoe*s into the Burying 
Place ; and as many People as the Narrownefs of 
the Paflfage would admit to flop, without hindring 
the Paflage of others; and he was talking mighty 
eagerly to them, and pointing now to one Place, 
then to another, and affirming, that he faw a 
Ghoft walking upon fuch a Grave Stone there; 
he defcrib'd the Shape, the Pofture, and the Move- 
ment of it fo exa&ly, that it was the grcateft Mat- 
ter of Amazement to him in the World, that every 
Body did not fee it as well as he. On a fudden 
he would cry, 7/jere it is : A'oiu it comes r/jis IVay : 
Then, 'T/x tum'd back i till at length he pcrfuaded 
the People intofo firm a Belief ©f it, that one fan-* 
cied he faw it, and another fancied he faw iti , 
and thus he came every Day making a flrangc ^ 
Hubbub, confidering it was in fonairowa, Pff- ^ 
fage, till Bijhofjgate Clock ftruck eleven; and then _ 
the Ghoft would feem to ftart; and as if he were 
callM away, difappear'd on a fudden. x 

I looked earnestly every way, and at the very 
Moment, that this Man direfted, but could not 
fee the Icaft Appearance of any thing; butfopo- 
ficive was this poor man, that he gave the People 
the Vapours in abundance, and fcnt them a- 
way trembling, and frighted ; till at length, few 
People, that knew of it, cat*d to go thro' that 
Paflage ; and hardly any Body by Night, on any 
Account whatever. 

This Ghoft, as the poor Man afiirm*d, made 
Signs to the Houfes, and to the Ground, and to 
the People, plainly intimating, or elfe they fo un* 
derftanding it, that Abundance of the People, 
ihould come to be buried in that Church- Yard ; 

as 
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as indeed happened : But ihar he faw fuch A(- 
pc&s, I mult acknowledg, I never bcliev'd ,• nor 
could I fee any thing ok it my felG tho' I look 'd 
moft earneftly to fee it, if poffible. . 

hefe things fervc to flicw, how far the People 
were really overcome with Delufions ; and as 
they had a Notion of the Approach of a Vifita- 
tion, all their Prcdidions run upon a moft dread- 
ful Plague, which (hould lay the whole City, and 
even the Kingdom wafle i and fliould deftroy al- 
moft all the Nation, both Man aj^d^-BcalL.,^^^ . 
i^To this, as I faid before, the <$ft rolQg g£s)iddcd 
Stories of the Conjundions of Planers in a malig- 
nant Manner, and with a mifchievous Influence ,* 
one of which Conjunctions was to happen, and 
did happen, in Otlober; and the other in Novum- 
ter-y and they riiled the Peoples Heads with Pre- 
dictions on thefe Signs of the Heavens, intimat- 
ing, that thofc Conjundions fortold Drought, Fa- 
mme, and Peftilencej in the two firft of them how- 
ever, they were entirely niiitaken. For we had no 
droughty Seafon, but in the beginning of the Year, 
jKhardJxaiU- which lafted from December almoft 
to Miirib ; and after that moderate Weather, rather 
warm than hoc, with refrefliing Winds, and in 
(horc, very feafonablc Weather ; and alfo feveral 
very great Ruins. 

Some Endeavors were ufed to fupprefs the 
rinting of Uicn Books as tcrrity'd the People, 
and to frignten the difperfers of them, fomc of 
whom were taken up, but nothing was done in 
it, asj am inform'd 5 The Government being un- 
willing to exafperatc the People, who were, as I 
^^0' J^y» all out of their Wits already. 

Neither can I acquit thofe T^Mhiifters^ that 

their Se!W)n5, rarher fjjn k, than If feed u p the, 

Hcarfs otjJiar^ ot them no doubt 

^"StditrlorTlKritrengthuing the Rcfolution of the 

People, 
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People; and efpecially for quickning chem to Re* 
penrance ; but ic certainly anrwer'd not their End^ 
ac lead not in Proportion to the injury it did ano- 
ther Way ; and indeed, as God himfelf thro* the 
whole ScriptureSf rather draws to him by Invicati* 
ons» and calls to turn to him and live, than drives 
us by Terror and Amazement; So I muft confefs, 
I thought the Minifters ihould have done alfo^ 
imitating our blefled Lord and Mafterinthis, that 
his whole Gofpel, is full of Declarations from 
Heaven of Gods Mercy, and his readincfs to re- 
ceive Penitents, and forgive them ; complaining, 
ye will not come unto me^ that ye tnay have Life \ 
and that therefore, his Gofpel is called the Gofpel 
of Peace, and the Gofpel of Grace. 

But we had fomegood Men, and that of all 
Perfuafions and"OpinionspldTufe*Difcourfeswerc 
full of Torror ; who fpoke nothing but difmal 
Things ; and as theyjKOiighLlheJPcoplcw 
with a kindjiLBQrior^ fent themaway in Tears, 
prophelymg nothing but evil Tidings ; terrifying 
the People with the Apprehenfions ot being utter* 
ly deftroy *d, nor guiding them, at Icaft not enough, 
to Cry to Heaven for Mercy. 

It was indeed, a Time of very unhappy Breaches 
among us in matters o( Religion : Innum$u:able 
ScjLS j. and Divjfions, and fc pcrate^Optr^ions pre- 
"vai?d among tlTe i:'cople ; tlTe^-Ghttrctrot England 
was reftor'd indeed with the Reftoration of the 
Monarchy, about four Year before-, but the Mi- 
niders and Preachers ol: the Presbyterians, and 
Independants, and of all the other Sorts of Pro* 
feflions, had begun to gather feperate Societies^ 
and erc<^ Altar againft Altar, and all thofc had 
their Meetings fiJcISorlQiipapa^^ they have 
but not fo many tliciirtKe^ DifTenters being not 
thorowly form'd into a Body as they are lince,and 
thofe Congregations which were thus gathered to- 
gether^ 
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gethcr, were yet but few ; and even thofe that 
were, the Government did not allow, but endca* 
vour*d to lupprefs them, and iliut up their Mccc- 
ings. 

But the Vifitation reconcird them again, at 
lead for a Time, and many of th? beft and mod 
valuable Minifters and Preachers of the Difl'en- 
ters, were fuffer'd to go into the Churches, where 
the Incumbents were fled away, as many were, not 
being able to ftand it; and the People flockt with- 
out Diftindion to hear them preachy not much in- 
quiring who or what Opinion they were of: But 
after the Sicknefs was over, chat Spirit of Charity 
abated, and every Church being again fupply'd 
with their own Minifters, or others prelentcd, 
where the Minifter was dead, Things returned to 
their o!d Channel again. 

OncMifchief always introduces another: Thefe 
Terrors and Apprehenfions of the People, led 
them into a Thoufand weak, foolidi, and wicked 
Things, which, they wanted not a Sort of People 
really wicked, to encourage them to ; and this 
was running about to Fortune- tellei.s,Cunning- men, 
and Aftrologcrs, to know their Fortune, or, as 
*tis vulgarly exprefs'd, to have their Fortunes told 
them, their Nativities calculated, and the like \ 
and this Folly, prefcntly made the Town fwarm 
with a wicked Generation of Pretenders to Ma- 
gick, to the Black Art, as they called it^ and I know 
not what ; Nay, to a Thoufund worfe Dealings 
with the Dcviljthan they were really guilty of ; and 
this Trade grew fo open, and fo generally prafti- 
fed, that it became common to have Signs and 
Infcriptions let up at Doors ; here lives a For- 
tune-tdlcr; here lives an Aflrologei:; here you 
may have your Nativity calculated, and the like; 
and ¥ty:ix Bacom\ Brazen- Head, which was the 
lifualSignof thefe Peoples Dwellings, vvas to be 

fecn 
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fcen almoft in every Street, oreife the Sign o{ Mo* 
ther Shiftoft^ or o^ Merlin^ Head, and the like* < 

With what blind^ abfurd, and ridiculous ScuftV 
thefe Oracles of the Devil plcas'd and facisfy'd 
the People, I really know noc ; but certain it is^ 
that innumerable Attendants crouded about their 
Doors every Day ; and ii but a grave Fellow in 
a Velvet Jacket, a Band, and a black Cloak, which 
was the Habit thofe Quack Conjurers generally 
went in, was but feen in the Streets, the People 
would tbllow them, in Crowds and ask them Que* 
iiions, as they went along. 

I need not mention, what a horrid Deludoti 
this was, or what it tended to ; but there was 
no Remedy for ir, till the Plague it fclf put an 
End to it ail ; and I fuppofc, clear'd the Town o£ 
moft of thofe Calculators thcmfclves. Qiie-Mif- 
chicf was y that if ihe poor Pcopigj tsk'd thefe^m ock 

/ould bc^ JPlagii^ ot 

lljigreeffJnjO}£ig<n^ 
— forilurtepri^iThcir Tra3cV and had thTPco^lc 
not been kept in a Fright about that, the Wizards 
wouhiprcfentTy Tia vc becnlrcn^rcdjiielers, and theic 
^rift had been at an end : ButtKcyirtways talked 
s chcfii oi: fuclranH^fuch Influences of the Star$» 
of the Con/uni^ions of fuch and fuch Planets^ 
which muft neccflarily bring Sickncfs and Didem- 
pers, and confequently the Plague : And feme bad 
the Afl'urance to rell them, the Plague was bcgua 
already, which was too true, tho' they that faid fo> , 
knew nothing ot the Matter. 

The Minillers, to do them Juftice, and Preachers 
of moft Sorts, that were ferious and underftanding 
Perfons, thundred againft thefe, and other wicked 
Pra&ifes, and cxpofed the Folly as well as the Wick- 
edncfsof them together ; And the moft fobcr and 
judicious People dcfpis*d and abhor'd them : But 
it was impolTiblc to make any Jniprcillon upon the 

D midling 
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miiiling Peoplci aud the working labouring Poor; 
their Fears were predominant: over all their Paf- 
(ions; and they threw away their Money in a mod 
diftracted Manner upon thofe Whymfies. Miid^Scr^ 
vants cfpecjall:^-.aa d Men Servants, were tJuT chief 
cHlrStrM^iiLj^^ their. Queftion generally 

was, iittt'r the firTTdeniaiid ol", IVill th ere bej iPhpi£j 
1 lay, the ncNt Qi.eflion was, OA, Sir! ForUJeLjird* f 
SaLe^ what u/ll //« come of 7rie] Jijjll my Mijlrefs keep me, 
or wil/jbt turn me (j/ i iViiljheJlay htve^ or willjhe go 
into the Country f And ijj}?e goes into the Country^ mil 
{be take me ivith hp\ or leave me here to beftatv^d and 
undone. And the like ot Men-Scrvants. 

The Trutli is, the r^ifni^f poor Sv:rv;^"''<^ uLa»- 
very Oj jniai? as 1 Ihail have occafion to mention a* 
gain Uyand by ; (ov it was apparent, a prodigious 
Kumbcr of them ^voul d be turn'd away, a nd it was 
fo; and oUhem abundanci U^rriiligfl j aiTdparticu- 
ly of thofe that^tiielc falle Prophets had flauered 
with Hopes, that they fliould be continued in their 
Services, and carried with their Mailers and Mi- 
ftreffcs into the Country ; and had not pubiick 
Charity provided for tht fc poor Creatures, whofe 
Number was cxcecdinf? great, and in all Cafes of 
this Nature muft be (0, they would have been in 
the worfl Condition oi any People in the City. 

Thefe Things agitated the minds of the com- 
mon People for many Months, while the firft Ap- 
prehcniions, Vv'ere upon them j and while the Piagu^, 
was not, as I may lay, yet broken out : But I rauU 
alio not forgct> tiut the more ferious Parr of the 
Inhabitants beluv'd after another Manner: The 
Government encouraged their Devotion, and ap- 
poinred pubiick Prayers, and Days of falling and 
Humiliation, to make pubiick Confeflion of Sin, 
and implore the Mercy of God, to avert the dread- 
ful Judgment, which hung over their Heads ; and 
ic is not to be exprefs'd with what Alacrity the 

People 
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People of all perfuanons enbraced the Occaflon } 
how they flock 'd to the Churches and Meetings^ 
and they were all fo chrong'd, that there was often 
no coming ncaf, no, not to the very Doors of the 
largeft Churches ; Alfo there were daily Prayers ap« 
pointed Morning and Evening at feveral Churches, 
and Days of private praying at other Places; at 
all which the People attended, I fay, with an un- 
common Devotion : Several private Families alfo, 
as well of one Opinion as ot another, kept Fa- 
mily Fafts, to which they admitted their near Re- 
lations only : So that in a Word, thofe People, who 
were really fcrious and religious, apply'd them- 
fclves in a truly Chriftian Manner, to the propec 
Work of Repentance and Humiliation, as a Chri- 
ftian People ought to do. 

Again the publick lhew*d, that they would 
bear their Share in thefe Things ; the very Court, 
which was then Gay and Luxurious, put on i 
Face of juft Concern, for the publick Danger : 
All the Piays and Interludes, which after the Man* 
ner of the Fycrjch Court, had been fet up, and be- 
gan to encreafe among us, were forbid to Aft j 
the gaming Tables, publick 4am:ing Rooms, and 
Mulic Houfes which multiply'd, and began to de- 
bauch the Manners of the People, were i hut up 
and fupprcfsV-r and tlie~Jack-puddings, ^erry- 
andrc vs, Puppet-fhows, Rope-dancers, and fuch 
like doings, which had bewitched the poor common 
People, Ihiit up their Shops, finding indeed no" 
Trade; for the Mindsof the Peop'c, were agitated 
with other Things > and a kind of Sadncfs and 
Horror at thefe Things, fat upon the Countc.ianccs, 
even of the common People ,* JDeathwas^ before 
their EySranthcvexjLBody began to^thiniroftheic 
Graves, not of Mirtharuf 

But even thofc wholefome Reflexions, which 
rightly manag'd, would have moft happily led the 

D 2 Peo- 
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People to fall upon their Knees, make Confcillon o( 
their Sins, and look up to their merciful Saviour 
for Pardon, imploreing his CompaiTion on them, 
in fiich a Time of their Diftrcfs ; by which, wo 
mif^hc have been as a fecond Ntnevth^ had a quite 
contrary Extreme in the common People i who ig- 
norant and (tupid ii^ their Reflections, as thty were 
brutiflily wicked and thoughilefs before, were 
now led by their Fright to extremes of Folly ; and 
as I have faid before, that they ran to Conjurers 
and VVicches, and all Sores of Decievers, to know 
what ihould become of them ; who fed their Fears, 
and kept them always alarm'd, and awake, on 
purpofe to delude them, and pick their Pockecs; 
bo, tliey vere as mad, upon their running attcr 
Quacks,, and Monncebanks, and every praftiling 
old Woman, for Medicines and Remed'csj llore- 
in{» tlicmfclves with fuch Multitudes of Pills, Po- 
tions, and Picfervativcs, as ihcy were called ; that -^ 
they not only fpenc their Money, but even poifon'd 
themfelves before-hand, for fear of the Poifonof 
the Inre<ition, and prepar'd their Bodies for the 
Plague, inflcad of preferving them agafnft ir. On 
the other Hand, ir is incredible, and fcarce to be 
imaginM, how the Polls of Houfes, and Coiners 
of brrects were pladcr'd over \\ith Dodors Bills 
and Papers ot ignorant Fellows ; <tjirackirig^nd 
tampering in Pliylick, and invitinjplrc-Pc^pleto 
come to them tor Remedies; whicii was generallyn 
fee erf, with fuch flouriflies as thcfe, (vix..) 1 N- - 
FA L L J B I. E preventive Pills againft the Plague, j 
NEVE RF AILING Prefervativcs againft the 1 
Infceiion. SOVKRAIGN Cordials againft ^ 
the Corruption of the Air. EXACT Regu- 
lation* for the Conduft of the Body, in Cafe of 
an infeaion : Antipeftilential Pills. INCOMPA- 
RABLE Drink againft the Plague, never found 

out 
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out before. An UNIVERSAL Remedy for 
the Plas'ie. The ONLY-TRUE Plague- Wa- 
ter. The R O Y A L- A N T I D O T E againft 
all Kinds of Infcdion ; and fueh a Number more 
that 1 cannot reckon up ,* and i^ I cou!d| would 
fiill a Book of themfclvcs to fee them down. 

Others fct up Bills, to fummons People to their 
Lodgings for Dirca.ons and Advice in the Cafe of 
Infedion : Thefe had Ipacious Tides alfo, fucliaj 
chefc. 

An eminent High-Durcli Phyfiiiun^ newly come over 
jrom Holland, w/jeye he re/iJ^d during all the Time 
oj the great Plagucy lajl leur^ in Amilcrdam; and 
aired multitudes of People, that aiJually had tlji 
Plaguj upon them* 

An Italian Gentlewoman jujl arrived jrom Naples," 
having a choice Secret to p>' event luieBioHy wlmh 
fie jound out by her great Experience ^ and didwotf 
derful Cures with it in the hte Plague there ; 
wherein there died 20000 in one Day, 

An antient Gentlewoman having praclijedf with great 
Suaefiy in the late Plague in thih City^ Anno 1635, 
gives her advice only to tie Rmale Sex\ To be 
fpokewith, &c. 

An experienced PhyficiaUj who has long fludied the 
the DoHrine of Antidotes againft all Suits oJ Poi^ 
fon and Inje^ion^ has after 40 Tears Pra^ife^ ar^ 
rived to fuch Skilly as may^ with God*s Bleffin^^ 
direU Perfons how to prevent their being toucljd 
by any Contagions Diftemper whatfvcver. He di^^ 
reEls the Poor gratis. 

I take notice of thcfc by way of Specimen : I 
could give you two or three Dozen of the 4ike, and 
yet have abundance left behind. 'Tis fu/ficicnc 
from thcfc to apprifc any one, of thgHumonr of* 

D 3 ^ ^^-^^^^-tHSfc 



38 M E M O I R § o/ 

xhokJTjmss^ and how a Set o f Thieves and^kkx^ 
po ckets^ not only rbbb jlj nd^gic^i^cd cfae^poor PcO" 

" pTT^ th eir M<^"t;yT tmt^-fwyffa"^^ r heirl^odie.c: 
wicUo£Up\is nnd F atal p rep^irarionx j feme with 

M^^fcuryTand fome with other things as oad, per- 
fedtly remote from the Thing pretended, to ; and 
rather liurttul than fcrWcable to the Body in cafe 
an Infcdion followed. 

I cannot omit a Subcilty of one of thofe Quack- 
operators, with wliich he gull'd the poor People 
fo croud about him, but did nothing for them with- 
out MoDcy. He had ic fcem$> added Co his Bills, 
which he gave about the Streets, this Advcrtife- 
mcnt in Capital Letters, (viz.) He gives Advice to 
the Poor Jor nothing. 

Abundance oi poor People came to him according- 
ly, to whom he made a great many fine Speeches ; 
examined them of the State of their Health, and 
of the Conftitutiou of their Bodies, and told them 
many good things for theiti to do, which were otno 
great Moment : But thelflue and Conclufion of all 
was, that heh ad a prepar ationt which if they 
took fuch a QiIaiMcy of, every Morning, he would 
pawi'. his Life, tj icy ( jh ould never ha 3^e-the Plague, 
no, tho' they lived in^ie Houfe with People that 
were inteded; This made the People all refolve 
to have it ,- But xhcn_th£..Bric£^oiihaiLwa^g^i^^ 
I think 'tvv'asJi ^a-Crown; But, Sir, fays one poor 
VVoman, \ am a poor^STms^VVoman,and am kept by 
the Pari(b, and your Bills fay, you give the Poor 
your he'p for nothing. Ay, good VVoman, fays 
the Doaer, fo I do, as I publi(h*d there. I give 
my Advice to tlie Poor for noching ; but not my 
Phylick. Ala^, Sir! fays ihe, that is a Snare laid 
fgr tiiC Poor then ; for you give tiiem your Ad- 
vice ior notliii g, ihat is to fay, you advifc them 
grutii, to buy your Phyfick for tlieir Money ; fo 

docs 



the^LAGVE. 39 

does every Shop- keeper with his Wares. 'Here the 
Woman began to give hitn ill Words, and flood at 
his Door all that Day* telling her Tale lo all the 
People that came, till the Dotcor finding ihe turned 
away his Cuftomcrs i was oUlif^'d to call her up 
Stairs again, and give her h s Box of Phyfick (ox 
nothing, which, perhaps too was good for ndtfmg 
v^henjhe had it. 

But to return to the people, whofe Confufions 
fitted thpn to be imposM upon by all Sorts of 
Pretenders, and by e\ery Mountebank. There is 
no doubt, but thcfe quacfclug Sort ok Fellows raised 
great gains out of the mifcrable People; for we 
daily found, the Crouds that ran alter them wercin- 
finitely greater, aid their Doors were more throng** 
ed than thofe of Dr. Brooks y Dr. Upton ^ Dr. Hodges^ 
Dr. Bnwicky or any, tho* the mofl famous Men ot 
the Time : And I was told, that fome of them got 
five Pound a Day by their Phyfick. 

Bui there was ftill another Madnef s beyond all 
this, which may ferve to give an Idea ofihcdi* 
flradted humour .of the poor People at that Time ; 
and this was their following a worfe Sort of 
Deceivers than any ot thcfe; for thcfe petty Thieves 
only deluded them to pick their Pockets, and get 
their Money; in which their Wickcdncfs, whate* 
veritwjfs, lay chiefly on the Side of the Deceit' 
ver*s deceiving, not upon the Deceived : But in 
this Part I am going co mention, it lay chiefly in 
the Peogtg-4 ^eiv*d, o r equally in both ; and this 
was in w^«rtrtg^CJ^^ Exorcilms, A- 

mulcts, aiwlJ^knS^Trof^^^ to for- 

tify the Body with them againll the Plague; as if 
the Plague was not the Hand of God, but a kind 
of a Pofleflion of an evil Spirit ; and that it was to 
be kept off with Crolfings, Signs of the Zodiac^ 
Papers tied up with fo many Knots ; and certain 
WocdSj or Figures written on them,/ab nmii^av-. 

P 4 ^-^ ly 
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l y thc Wpyd ^iraLj^^tra^ (otrad in Triangle, oc 
FyrarniHTthus. 

ABRACADABRA 
ABRACADABR Others had the Jc:fuit5 
ABRACADAB Mark in a Crof:». 

ABRACADA 
ABRACAD I^H 

ABRACA S 

ABRAC ^ 

A B R A Others nothing but this 

A BR Mark thus. 

AB 
A 

I might fpcnd a great deal of Time in my Ex* 
clamations againd the Follies, and indeed Wick- 
ednc(s of thofe things, in a Time of fuch Danger, 
in a matter of fuch Confcquences as this, of a 
National |nfc&ion, But my Memorandums of thefc 
things relate rather to take notice only of the Faft, 
and mention that it was fo : How the poor People 
found the Iitfu/Hciency of thofe things, and how 
many oi them were afterwards carried away \t\ 
the Dead Carts, and thrown into the common 
Graves of every Parifh, with thefc helliih Charms 
and Trumpery hanging about their Necks, re- 
mains to be fpoken of as we go along. 

All this was the Efteft of the Hurry the People 
were in, after the firft Notion of the Plague be- 
ing at hand was among them : And which may 
be faid to be from about Michaelmas i66^y but 
more particularly after the two Men died in St 
GiUi's, in the Beginning of December. And a- 
gain, after another Alarm in February ; for when 
the Plague evidently fpread it felf, they foon be- 
j;an to fee the Folly of trufting to thofe unpcr- 
i'orming Crcaturesi who had Guli'd them of theic 

Moncy<, 
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Money, and then their Fears workM another 
way, namely, to Amazement and Stupidity, not 
knowing what Courfe to take, or what to do, 
either to help or relieve thcmfelve^ ; but they rati 
about from one Neighbours Houfc to another; 
and even in the Streets, from one Door to another 
with repeated Cries, of, Lord have Mny ufon us^ 
what Jhali we do? 

Indeed, the poor People were to be pity *d in one 
particular Thing, in which tliey had little or np 
Relief, and which 1 Dclire to mention withafcri- 
ous Awe and Reflection ,• which perhaps, every 
one that reads this, may not relifh : Namely* thac 
whereas Death now bccan not, as we may fay^ to 
hover over every ones Head only, but to look in- 
to their Houfes, and Chambers, and ftare in their 
Faces : Tho' there might be fomc flupidity, and 
dnllnefs of the Mind, and there was fo, a great 
deal ; yet, there was a great deal of juft Alarm, 
founded into the very inmoft Soul, ij I may Jo fay 
of others : Manv^onfcienccs were awaken ed ; 
many har d Hearts melted into Tears ; ma rma peni- 
gtt££QDijgflIon was made ok Crimes long concealed : 
would wouiul the Souls of any Chriftian, lo have 
heard the dying Groans of many a delpairing Crea- 
ture, and none durft come near to comfort them : 
Many a Robbery, many a Murder, was then con- 
fcft aloud, and no Body furviving to Record the 
Accounts of It. People might be heard even into the 
Streets as we pafs'd along, calling upon God for Mer- 
cy, thro'J^fus Chrift, andfayingy I have been a Thief^ 
I have been an Adulterer, I have been a Murderer* 
and the like ; and none durfl ftop to make the leaft 
Inquiry into fuch Things, or to adminifter Com- 
fort to the poor Creatures, that in the Anguifh both 
of Soul and Body thus cryM out. Some of the 
Minifters did Vific the Sick at firft, and for a lir- 
tle while^ but it was not to be done ; it would 

have 
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have been prcfenc Death, ro have gone into fomc 
Houfcs ; The very buryers otthe Dead, who were 
the hardncdcft Creatures in Town, were fomc- 
times beaten back, and fo terrify 'd, that they durft 
lioc go into Hou(cs, where the whole Families were 
fwcpt away together, and where the Circumftan- 
ces were more particularly horrible asfome were ; 
but this was indeed, at the firft Heat of the Di- 
ftcmpcr. 

Time cnur*d them to it a'l ; and they ventured 
every where afterwards, without Helitation, as I 
Occafion to mention at large hereafter. 

I am fuppo/ing now, the Plague to be begun, as 
I have faid, and that the Magiftrates begun to 
take the Condicioiiof the People, into their lerious 
Confidcration ; what they did as to the Regula- 
tion ot the Inhabitants, and oi infe<^ed Families. 
I fiiall fpeak to by it felf; but as to the Affair 
of Health, it is proper to mention it here, that 
having fccn the foolUh Humour of the People, in 
running after Quacks, and Mountebanks, Wizards, 
and Fortunetellers, which they did as above, even 
to Madnefs. The Lord Mayor, a very fober and 
religious Gentleman appointed Phyficians and Sur- 
geons for Rcliefot the poor ; I mean, the difeaf- 
ecl poor; and in particular, order'd the College of 
Phyficians to publifli Directions for cheap Reme- 
dies, for the Poor, in all the Circumftances of the 
Diiicmper. This indeed was one of the moll 
charitable and judicious Things that could be 
done at that Time; for this drove the People from 
haunting the Doors of every Difperfer of Bills i and 
from taking down blindly, and without Confidcra- 
tion, Poifon forPhyfick, and Death inftead of Life. 

This i>iredion ot the Phyficians was done by 
a Confi.lcation of the whole College, and as it was 
particularly calculated for the ufe of the Poor ; 
and for cheap Medicines it was made publick. 
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fo. that every Body might fee it •, and Copie^j 
were, given gratis to all that defired it : But as 
it is publick, and to be teen on all Occafions, t 
need not give the Reader of this, the Trouble 
of it. 

I {hall not be fnppofed to leflen the Authority 
or Capacity of the Pliylicians, when, I fay, that 
the Violence of the Diftemper, when it came tq 
its Extremitjr, was like the Fire the next Year ^ 
The Fire which confumed what tlie Plague could 
not touch, defy'd all the Application of Remedies-, 
theFire Engines were broken, the Buckets thrown 
away •, and the Vower of Man was baffled , and 
brought to an Fnd •, fo the PlagjicdtfiedalLMcdi- 
cince •, the very PHyltriaTrrwere ftizedwitli it^ 
wltli their Prefervatives in their Mouths ^ ancl 
Men went about prefcribing to others and tel- 
ling rhem what to do, till the Tokens were up- 
on them, and they dropt down dead, deftroyed 
by that very Enemy, they directed others to op- 
pofe. This was the Cafe of feveral Phyficians, 
even fome of them the moft eminent •, and of 
feveral of the moft skilful Surgeons •, Abundance 
of Quacks too died, who had the Folly to truft to 
their own Medicines, which they muft needs 
be confcious to themfelves, were good for no- 
thing -, and who rather ought, like other Sorts 
of Thieves, to have run away, fenfible of their 
Guilt, from the Juftice that they could not 
but eipeft fhould punifh them, as they knew 
they had defer ved, 

Kot that it is any Derogation from the La- 
bour, or Application of the Phyficans, to fay, they 
fell in the common Calamity^ nor is it fo in- 
tended by me-, it rather is to their Praife, that 
they ventured their Lives fo far as even to lofe 
them in the Service of Mankind •, They endeavou* 
red to do good, and to fave the Lives of others ^But 

wc 
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wc were not to cxpeft, that the Phyficians could 
^op God's Judgments, or prevent a Diliemper 
eminently armed from Heaven, from executing 
the Errand it was fent about, 

Doubtlcls, the Phyficians afliftedmany by their 
Skill, and by their Prudence and Applications, 
to the faving of their Lives, and rcftoriag their 
Health ; But it is no leflening their Charadtcr, or 
their Skill, to fay, they could not cure thofe that 
had the Tokens upon them, or thole who were 
mortally infected b'.fore the Phyficians were fent 
for, as was frequently the Cafe. 

It remains to mention now wliat publick 
Meafures were talccn by the Magiftratcs for the 
general Safety, and to prevent the fpreading 
of the Diftemper, when it firft broke out : I 
Ihall have frequent C^ccafion to fpcak of their 
Prudence of the Magiftratcs, their Charit)% the 
Vigilance for the Poor, and for prcferving good 
Order •, furnilhing Provifions, and tlie like, when 
the Plague was cncreafed, as it afterwards was. 
But I am now upon the Order and Regulations 
tlicy publiflied for the Government of infcfted 

Families. ^ .^ ^ 

I mentlonM above (hutting of Houfes up ^ and 
it is needful to fay fomething particularly to 
that -, for this Part of the Hiftory of the Plague 
IS vciy mclancholj'' ^ but the inofl grievous Story 

inu/f be told. 

About Jii^JC the Lord Mayor of London^ and 
tlic Court of Aldermen, as I have faid, began 
more particularly to concern themftlves for the 
Recjulation of the City» 

The juftices of Peace for Middlefex^ by Diredi- 
on of the Secretary of State, had begun to (hut 
up Houfes in the Parifhes of St. Giles's in the Fields^ 
St. Mjrtim.St. Clement Djnes^&c. and it was witli 
good Succcfs •, for in frvcral Streets, where the 

plague 
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Plague broke out, Aiponftrifl^uarr^ing the Houfes 
that ^^retnfea ^^ to buiyithofe ^ 

thatflicdT^^^^d^ ^tly atter they were known to 
b^c lgad^_y h i e Plag UeccafedTn ^hoFe Streets. It wax 
alio oblervM^ thai the Plague decrtas'd fooner in 
thofe Parilhes, after they had been vifited to the 
lull, than it did in the Parilhes of Bipopfgjte^ 
Shoreiitihy AUgate. jrhite-Chappel, Stepney^ and c- 
thers, the early Care taken in that Manner, being 
a great means to the putting a Cheque to it. 

This (liutting up of Houfts was a method firft 
taken, as 1 underftand, in the Plague, which 
happened in 1603, at the Coming of King 
Ja7ties the Firft to the Crown, and the Power of 
fhutting People up in their own Houfes, was 
granted by Aft of Parliament, entitled. An A^f 
for the cbarhahle Relief aitd Ordering of Perfons f w- 
feScd with the Plague. On which Atl of Parlia- 
ment, the Lord - Mayor and Aldermen of the 
City of Londov, founded the Order they made at 
this Time, and which took Place the iftcf fii/y 
1665, when the Numbers infefted within the Ci- 
ty, were but few, the laft Bill for the 92 Parilhes 
being but four-, and fome Hoiifes having been 
Ihut up in the Citv, and fome fick People being 
removed to the Peft-Houfe beyond Bmthill-Fields^ 
in the Way to IJli^tgt on \ I fay, by thefc Means, 
when there died near one thoufand a Week in the 
Whole, the Number in the City was but 18, 
and the City was preferv'd more healthy inPro^ 
portion, than any other Places all the Time of 
the Infection. 

Thefe Orders of my Lord Mayor's were pub- 
lifli'd, as I havefaid, the latter End of 7io/^, and 
took Place fiom the firft of July, and were as 
follows, (viz,) 

OR. 
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ORDERS Comehed and ?Hllifl)edhy the 
Lord Mayor avi Aldermen of the Citj of 
London, concenihtg the htfeBion of the Plague. 

1665. 

* Y" ^ T H E R E A S in the Reign of our late 

* \/\l Sovereign King 3^jwes, of happy Me- 

* y ^ mor}^ an Act was made for the chari- 

* table Relief and orderingrfPerfons infected with 

* the Plague •, wliereby Authority was given to Ju- 

* ftices of the Peace, Mayors, Bay litis and other 

< head Officers, to apppint within their feveral 

* Limits, Examiners, Searchers, Watchmen, Keep- 

* crs, and Buritrs fur the Perfons and Places in- 

< fected, and to minifter unto them Oaths for the 

* Peiformance of their Odices. And the fame Sta- 

* tute did alio authorize the giving of other Di- 

* rcctions, as unto them for the prefent Neceflity 

* Ihould (cem good in their Difcretions, It is now 
Mipon fpecial Co.iiideration, thought very ex- 

* pedient for preventing and avoiding of Infection 

* of Sicknefs (if it Ihali fo pleafe Almighty God) 

* that thcfe Officers following be appointed, and 
'thefe Orders hereafter duly obfcrved. 

Examiners to be appointed in every PariJiKv 

* T^^l R S T, It is thought requifite, and fo or- 

* Jt; dered, that in every Parifh tliere be one, 

* two, or more Perfons 01 good Sort and Credit, 
*chofen and appointed by the Alderman, his 

* Deputy, and common-Council of every Ward, 

* by the Nam^e of Examiners, to continue in that 

* Ofrice tlie Space of two Monrhs at lead : And 

* if any fit Ptrfonfo appointed, (hall refufe toun- 

' dertake 
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^ dertake the fame, the (aid parties forefufing, to 
^ he committed to Prifon until they (hall con- 
' form themfelves accordingly. 

The Examiuers Offce. 
' npH A T thefe Examiners be fworn by the Al- 

*,;time what Houfe s in every Pariih be Vilj tcd.and 

* wSgr£qcfLai sjJc SUk^ W Q* ^^hat Di^^JM^-^^ 
^. jiear as they can int orm^heflafelves ^ and upon 

* doubt in that Cafe, to command Reftraint of Ac- 

* ccfs,until it appear what the Uifeaie (hall prove: , 

* And if they find any Perfon fickof the Infection, 

* to give order to the Conftable that the Houfe be 

* (hut up; and if the Conftable Ihall be found Re- 

* mifs or Negligent, to give prcfcnt Notice there^ 

* of to the Alderman cf the Ward. 

V^aUhmeiu 




' Watchmen have a fpecial care t hat no Perfo n go 
^ in or out of fuch infected Hou fe, whercofthey 
'Tiave the Charge, upon paui of fevere Punilh- 

* ment. And the faid Watchman to do fuch fur- 
. ' ther Offices as the lick Houfe (hall need and re- 

* quire : and if the Watchmen be fcnt upon anj^ 

* Bufinefs, tnl ork up th^ Houfe, and tak eJLhc^Kcy 
> with him • And the Watchman by Dayto attend 

* until ten of the Clock at Night : And the Watch- 

* man by Night untill fix in the Morning, 

Searchers. 

^ rip HAT there be a fpecial care to appoint 

^ X Women-Searchers in every Parifh, inch as 

are of honeft Reputation, and of the beft Sort as 

* can be got in this kind : And the fe to be fworn to 

*makc 
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make due Search, and true Report to the utmoft o^ 
their Knowledge, wh ether the Perfons whofe Bo- 
dies rhry arc appoinig gTo Search, do die of the In* 

ion, or of what ii iEeixXhlgAl'^s, as ncaray'Th c 
canT And that the Fhyficians Svho^lhall bcappoint- 
cd for Cure and Prevention of the Infection, do call 
before them che faid Searchers, who are, or (hall be 
appointed for the feveral Panlhes under their rcf- 
pe<::tiveCaresi to the end they may con(ider,whether 
they are fitly qualified for that Employment ; and 
charge thcni trom time to time as they (hall fee 
Caufc, if they appear defcftivc in their Duties. 
* That no Searcher during this time of Vifitation, 
be permitted to ufe any publick Work or Employ- 
ment, or keep any Shop or Stall, or be employed 
as a Landicfs, or in any other common Employ- 
ment whatfocvcr* 



ChirurgeCHS. 

FO R better afliftance of the Searchers, for as 
much as there hath been heretofore great abufc 
in mifrcporting the Difeale, to the further fpread- 
ing ot the Infection : It is therefore ordered, that 
there be cholen and appointed able and difcreet 
Chirurgepnsjbeiidcs thofe that do already belong 
\ CO the Ptfi-Hoiife : AmoDgd whom the City and Li- 
berties to be quartered as the places lie moll apt 
and convenient ; and every of thefe to have one 
Quarter for his Limit : and the faid Chirurgeonsin^ 
very of their Ljnuts to join wi7ln lifc.S carchcrs foF 
tlTcVT gglsfiEel iody, to the end tlicre^majTBFV 

further,that the faid Chirurgcons (hall vifit 
andfcarch fuch iikc Perfons as (hall either fend for 
them, or be named and dire(5ted unto them, by the 
Examiners of every Parifh, and inform themfelvcs 
of che Difeafc of the faid Parties* 



And 
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^ * And forafmuch as the laid Chirurgcons are to be 

fcqucftrcd from all other Cures, aiid kept only to 

'^ this Difeafe of the Infeaion ; It is ordered, That 

* every of the faid Chirurgcons ihall have Twelve- 
pence a Body fearched by tlicm, to be paid oat oi 

' the Goods of the Party fearched, if he be able, or 

* otherwife by the Parilh. 

Nurft^- keepers. 

I T ^ ^".y Nurfc-kecper ftall remove her felf out of 
^ X any infcftcdHoufc before twenty eightDays at- 

* ler the Deceafeofany Perfon dying of the Infefti^ 

* on, the Houfe to which the faid Nurfe-kceper doth 
I fo remove her (elf, Ihall be (hut up until the (aid 

* twenty eight Days be expired. 

Orders concerning infeded Houfes, and 
Perfons (ick of the Plague* 

Notice to be given of the Sicknefs. 

' npHE Mafter of every Houfe, as foon a^ any 

* X one inhisHoufccomplaincth,cither of Botch» 

* or Purple, or Swelling in any part of his Body, oc 

* falleth otherwife dangeroiilly Sick, without appa- 

' rent Caufe of feme other Difeafe^Jl^l givQiruMgg? _ 
pled ge thereof to the Examinc r^f Health , witht a 
' ^ Hou rs^ aftcrTKTiaid ^ignfhall appear, 

Sequeflration of the Sick.' 

AS foon as anyMan Ihall be found by this Exa- 
miner, Chirjrgcon or Searcher tube fickof 

* the Plague, he (hall the fame Ni(»hr be fcqucftred 
in the fame Houft* and in cafe he be fo fequeli 
then, though he afterwards die nor, the Houfe 

' wiicrcin he fickned, (liould be (hut upJ^^x^^tMonth^ 

'after 
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* after the ufc of the due PrcfervauVcs taken by the 

* reft. 

Airing the Stuff. 

* T^ O R Scqueftration of the Goods and Scuff of 

* X: thclnfeftion, their Bedding, and Apparel, and 

* Hangings of Chambers, muft be well aired with 

* Fire, and fuch Perfumes as arc rcquifice within the 

* infcftcd Houfe, before they be taken again to ufe : 
•' This to be done by the Appointment ottheExami* 

* ner* 

Shutting up of the Houfe. 

* TFanyPcrfon (hall have vifitcdanyMan,known to 

* JL be infeftcd of the Plague,or cntred willingly in- 

* to any known infcSed Houfe, being not allowed : 

* The Houfe wherein he inhabiceih, ihall be (but up 

* for certain Days by the Examiners Dircftion* 

Nom to be removed out of infeSJeJ Houfes^ lut, &c. 

* TTEM, That none be removed out of the Houfe 

* X where he faileth Tick of thclafeftion, into any 

* oilier Houfe in the City, (except it be to the Pefi' 

* Houfe or a Tent, or unto fome fuch Houfe, which 
^ the Owner of the faid viHted Houfe holdeth in his 
'^ own Hands, and occupieth by his own Servants J 

* and fo as Security be given to the Parifb, whichci 

* fuch Remove is made ; that the Attendance and 

* Charge about the faid vifited Perfons (hall be ob- 

* ferved and charged in all the Particularities before; 

* cxprefll'd, without anyCoft of thatPariih, to which 

* any fuch Remove (hall happen to be made, and thij 

* Remove to be done by Night : And ic (hall be law 

* ful to any Pcrfon that hath two Houfes, to remove 

* either his found or his infefted People to his fparc 
^ Houfe at his choice, fo as if he fend away Hrf 

* his Sound, he not after fend thither the Sick, noi 
' again unto the Sick the Sound* And that the fami 

wbici 
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* which he fendcth, be for one Week at the Icaft 

* ihut up, and fecluded from Company, for fear of 
' fome Infeftion, at the firft not appearing* 

Burial of the Dead. . 

THAT the Burial of the Dead by this Vifiti- 
tion, be at mod convenient Hours, always ci- 
ther before Sun-rifing, or after Sun-fctting, with 
the Privity of the Church-wardens or Conflable, 
and not ptherwife ; and that no Neighbours noc 
Friends be fuffered to accompany the Corps to 
Church, or to enter the Houfe vifited, upon paid 
of having his Houfe fhut up, or be imprifoned. 

* And that no Corps dying of InfcAion fliall be bu- 
ried, or remain in any Church in time of Com- 
mon-Prayer, Sermon, or Lefture. And that no 
Children be fuffered at time of burial of any Corps 
in any Church, Church-yard, or Burying- place t<> 
come near the Corps, CofHn, or Grave. And that 
all the Graves (hall be atkafl lix Foot deep. 

* And further, all publick Afleniblies at other Bu- 
rials are to be forborn during the Continuance of 
this Vifitation. 

No infeBed Stuff to be uttered. 

^^ hPH AT no Clothcs,Scuff, Bedding or Garments 
JL be fuffered to be carried or conveyed out o£ 

* any infcfted Houfcs, and that the Criers and Carri- 

* ers abroad of Bedding or old Appaul to be fold or 

* pawned, be utterly prohibited and reftrained, and 
no Brokers of Bedding or old Apparel be permitted 
tomakeany outward Shew, or hang forth on theic 
Stalls,Sliopboards orWmdovvs towards any Srrect^ 
Lane, Common-way or Paffage, any old Bedding 

*or Apparel to be fold, upon pain of Imprifonment. 

* And if any Broker or other Pcrfon fiiall buy any 
J Bedding, Apparel, or other Stuffout of any infcd- 

* ed Houfe, within two Months after the Infeftion 

E a *hath 

! 
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* hath been there^ his Houfcfhall be (hut up as Ii> 

* tefted, and foiluU continue Ihut up twenty Days 

* at the lead. 

No Perfvn to be conveyed out of any infected Houfe. 

IF anyPcrfon vifiteddo forcune by "ncghgent look- 
ing unto, or by any other Means, to come, or 

* be conveyed trom a Place infcdcd, to any other 

* Pace i theParifli tromwijcncc fuchParty hath come 
' cr been conveyed, upon notice tliereot given, fliall 

* at their Charge caufe the faid Party fo vifued and 

* cfcaped, to be carried and brought back again by 

* Night, and the Parties in this cafe cftending, to be 

* puniihed at the Direftion oUhe Alderman of the 

* Ward^nd the Houfe of the Receiver oi fuch vifi- 

* ted Perfon, to be (liut up for twenty Days. 

IJery 'vifited Houfe to le mafked^r—^ 

THAT every Houfe vifited, be marked with a 
red Crofsofa Foot long, in the middle of the 

* Door, evident to be feen, and with thefe ufual 
printed Words, that is to fay. Lord have Mercy upon 
usy to be fet clofe over the fame Crofs, there to 
continue until lawful opening of the fame Houfe, 

Every vifiu'd Houfe to Ire -^mkhedr 

THAT the Conftables fee every Houfe (hue up, 
and to be attended with Watchmen, which 
may keep them in> and minifter Neceliarics unto 
them at their own Charges (if they be able,)or at 
the common Charge, if they be unable : The (hut- 
ting up to be for the (pace of four Weeks after 
all be whole. 
* That precKcOrdcr be taken that the Searchers, 
Chirurgeons, Keepers and Buriers are nottopafs 
the Streets without holding a red Kod or Wand of 
three Foot in Length in their Hands, open and evi- 
dent to be feen, and arc not to go into any other 

* Houfe 
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* Houfe then into theirown, or into that whcrainto 
' they are direcitcd or fent for; but to forbear and ab- 

* ftain from Company, efpecially when they have 

* been lately ufedin any luch Bufinefs or Attendance. 

Inmates* 

* ^ I ^HAT where feveral Inmates arc in one and 

* X the fame Houfc,and any Perfon in that Houfc 

* happens to be Inhfted ; no other Pcifon of Fa* 

* mily of fuch Houfe flull be fuftcred ro remove 

* him or themfelvcs without a Certificate from the 

* Examiners of Health of that Parifli ; or in default 

* thereof, the Houfe whither lie or they fq remove, 

* fliall be fliut up as in cafe of Vifitationr 

Ilukney-Cmchss. 

* T I ^HAT care be taken of Hackney- Coach- men, 

* X t'^^^ they may not(as forae of them have been 

* obforved to do) after carrying of infcfted Perfonsco 

* the l-ejl^Houfe^ and other Places, be admitted to 

* common u(e, till their Coaches be well aired, and 

* have Hood unemployed by the Space of five or fi:^ 

* Days aftcf fuch Service. 

A :^i r\ .'"^ /•*. r% n .n .*?> /r^ .^^ n r\ .n n s'% .•?% i*\ .n :^ .*?% .••% :^\ r\ 

R p E R s for cleanfing and keeping of the 

Streets Sweet. 

The Streets to be ke^t clean. 

' TT^IRST, it is thought neceflary, and fo order" 

* X/ ed, that every Houfliolder do caufe the Street 

* to be daily prepared before his Door> »iid fo tp 
^ keep it clean fwept all the Week long. 

That Rakers take it from otU the Hotifes. 

\ ^T^HAT the Swocpinj? and Filth of Houfcs be 

X daily carry 'd away by the Rakers, and that 

' the Raker fliall give notice of his coming, by the 

E 3 .' blowins 
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* the blowing of a Horn, as hitherto hath been 

* done. 

LayflalU to be wade far of from the City. 

* fnriHAT the Lay ftalls be removed as far as may 

* X ^^ ^^^ of the City, and common Paflages, 

* and that no Nightman or other be fufFered toem- 

* pty a Vault into any Garden near about the City. 

Care to be had of uimholfojne Fiji) or fUjf)^ and of 

mujly Corn. 

^ ripHAT fpecial care be taken, that no ftinlcing 

* X Fift^> orunwholcfome FlcCh, or mufty Corn, 
^ or other corrupt Fruits,of what Sort foever be fuf- 

* fcrcd to be (old about the City, or any part of 

* the fame. 

* That tlie Brewers and Tipplin^-houfes be look- 

* td unto, for mufty and unwholiome Ca$ks. 

* That no Hogs, Dogs, or Cats, or tame Pigeons, or 

* Conies, be fuffered to be kept within any part of 

* the City, or any Swine to be, or ftray in the 

* Streets or Lanes, but that fuch Swine be impound- 

* ed by the Beadle or any other Officer, and the 

* Owner puuilVied according to Aft of Common- 

* Council, and that the Dogs be killed by the 

* Dc^j^ -killers appointed for that purpofe, 

ORDERS concerning loofe Perfons and 

idle Aflemblics, 

* TPOrrafmuch as nothiiig is more complained of, 

* J? than the Multitude of Rogues and wandring 

* Beggars, that fwarm in every place about ^he Ci: 

* t)% being a great caufe of the fpreading of the In- 

* ^feftion. 
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* fection^and will not be avoided, notwithftanding 

* anyOrder that have been given to the contrary : 

* It IS therefore now ordered, that fnch Conftables, 

* aud others, whcm this Matter may any way con- 

* cern, take fpecial care that no wandring Begger 

* be fuftered in the Streets of this City, in any fa* 

* Ihion or manner, whatfoever, upon the Penalty 

* provided by the Law to be duely and fevercly 

* executed upon them. 

^ npHAT all plays, Bear-Baitings, Games, fing- 

* X ing of Ballads, Buckler-play, or fuch like 

* Caufcsof AfTemblies of People, be utterly pro- 

* hibited, and the Parties oftcndinu^ feverely pu- 

* nilhed by every Alderman in his Ward, 

FeaJIifi^ Prohibhei. 

* 'THHAT all publick Feafting, and particularly 

* X ^y ^^c Companies of this City, and Dinners 

* at Taverns, Alehoufes, and other Places of com- 

* mon Entertainment be forborn till further Order 

* andAllowance ^ and that the Money thereby fpa?- 

* red, be preferved and emyloyed for the Benefit 

* and Relief of the Pcor vifitcd wirh the Infedion^ 

Tiplhtg'Houfes. 

* nr^HAT diforderly Tipling in Taverns, Alcr. 
' X houfes, Coff e-houfes, and Cellars be fevere- 

* ly looked unto, as the common Sin of this Time^ 

* and greateft occalion of difperfing thePlague.And 

* that no Company or Perfon be fuffered to remain 

* or come into any Tavern, Ale*houfe, or Cofle-* 
' houfe to drink after nineof theClockintheEven- 
* ing, according to the antient Law and Cuftom of 
' this City, upon the Penalties ordained in tMt Be- 
^half. . 

E 4 And^ 
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* And for the better execution of thefe Orders, 

* and fuch other Rules and Direftions as upon fur- 

* thcr confidcration fliall be found needful-, It is 
^ ordered and enjoined that the Aldermen, Depu- 

* tics, and (3ommon-Council-men Ihall meet toge- 
^ ther weekly, once, twice, thrice, or oftner, (as 

* caufc lliaU require) at fomc one general Place ac- 

* cuftonitd in their rcfpedlive Wards (being clear 

* from Infedion of the Plague) to confult how tlie 
^ faid Orders may be duly put in Execution ; not 

* intending that any, dwelling in or near Places 
^ infcttcd, Ihall come to the faid Meeting whiles 

* tlieir coming may be doubtful. And the faid Al- 

* dcrmen, and Deputies, and Common-CounciU 

* men in their feveral Wards may put in Execu- 

* tion any otlier good Orders that by them at their 

* faid Meetings Ihall be conceived and devifed, 

* for Vrefervation of His Majefty's Subjefts from 

* the Infcftion.* 

S\i' JohiL.mreyicc'} Six OeorgeiriXtennanl^^ -rr 
Lord Mayor. JSir CharUs Doe. S 

I need not fay, that thefe Orders extended only 
to fuch Places as were within the Lord Mayor's 
Jurisdiction •, fo it is requifite to obfcrvc, that the 
juftices of Peace, within thofc Parilhesj and Places 
as were called the Hamlets^ and Out-parts, took 
the fame Method : As I remember, the Or- 
ders for Ihutting up of Houfcs, did not take Place 
fo foon on our Side, becaufe, as I faid before, the 
Pl:;gue did noi reach to thefe Eaftern Parts of the 
'I own, at lead, nor bee;in to be VC'V violent, till 
the beiTinuing of Au^ujl. For Example, the whole 
"Hill, item the nth to the i8th of July, was 176 f, 
vet there dy*d but 71/ f the Plague, in all thofe 
Tavifhes we.call the l^dvcr-HmUts:, and they were 
i/.LlWt;. 
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Algate J4 34 . 6r 

Stevvey 33 the next 58 and to the 76 

in)ite Chappel 21 Week was 48 I'&o^ Aug. 79 

St.KatkJower 2 thus. 4 thus. 4 

Tnv.Mhwnes i i 4 

■ II II »i«MVMMa MMaM-Maii^ 

71 14s 22ff 

It was indeed, coming on a main ^ for the Bu- 
rials that fame Week, were in the next adjoining 
Parifhes, thus, 

St.Lcn.ShordUch 64 t^c next Week ^4 to the ift^^O 
St. But . BiJIwpfg. 65 prodigiouay en- 10$ of /it^. Il6 
St.Giles Cnppl 2 1 ? creafed, as 421 thus. 5 ^^ 

342 610 780 ' 

ujjofhoulesjva^^ 
y rrnrl ^nd iTm^tullS in. Mcrtio^^ 
poor People fo confinMmade bitter Lamentations; 
Complaints of the Severity of it, were alfo daily 
brought to my Lord Mayor, of Houfes caufelefsly, 
(and fome malic ioufly) fhut up : I cannot fay, but 
upon Enquiry, many tliat complained fo loudly, 
were found in a Condition to Be continued, and 
others again Infpection being made upon the lick 
Perfon, and the b^icknefs not appearing infections, 
or it uncertain, yet, on his being content to 
be canied to the Pcft-Houfe, were releafcd. 

It is true, that the locking up the Doors of 
Peoples Houfes, and fetting a Watchman there 
Might and Day, to prevent their ftirring out, or 
any coming to them •, when, perhaps, the found 
People, in the Famil)^, might have efcaped, if 
they had been removed from the Sick, looked ve- 
ry hard and cruel ^ and many People periftied in 
thefc ;nif*rable Confine^ients, which 't is reafon* 

abl^ 
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able to believe, would not have been diftempeVd 
if they had had Liberty, the' the Plague was in tne 
Houfc •, at which the People were very clamorous 
and uncalie at firft, and fevcral Violences were 
committed, and Injuries oftLred to the Men, wl^o 
were fct to watch the Houfes fo Ihut up •, 
fo ftveral People broke out by Force, in man! 
Placcf^, as I (hall oblcrve by and by : But it wa 
a public k Cood that juftified the private Mi - 
chief ^ ai d there was no obtaining tlie lead Mit - 
gation, by ay Application to Magiftrates, or Gc - 
vernmcnt, at that Time, at leaft, not that I hear I 
of. This put the people upon all Manner of Stral 
tagcnv in order, if poilible, to get out, and-4i 
would fill a little Volume, to fet down the Arts 
us'd by the People of fuch Houfes, to (hut the Eyes 
of the Watchmen, who were employed, to deceive 
them, srd to efcape, or break out from them •, in 
which frequent Scuffles, and fome Mifchief hap- 
pened ^ of which by it felf. 

As 1 went along HcundfclUch one Morning, 
l)OUt ci{»ht a-Clock, there was a great Noife •, i1 
is true indeed, there was not much Croud, beJ 
caufc Pc( pic were not very free to gather togetherl 
or to ftay long together, when they were there, 
nor didl ftay lung there : But the Outcry was louc" 
enough to prompt my Curiofity, and I call'd t( 
one that lookM out of a Window, and ask-d whaj 
was the Matter. 

A W atchman, it feems, had been employ^^o 
Iccep his Poft at tlic Door of a Houfe, which was 
infected, or faid to be infected, and was {hut up •, 
he had been there all Night for two Nights toge- 
..thcE, as he told his Storj^ and the Day Watch- 
man jiad been there one Day. and was now come 
to relieve him: All this while no Noife had 
b^cn heard, in the Houfe, no Light had been 
iccu ^ they calPd for nothing, fent him of no Er- 
rands, 
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rands, which us'd to be the chief Bufinefs of the 
Watchman-, neither had they given him any Di- 
fturbance, as he faid, from the Monday afternoon, 
when he heard great crying and fcreaming in the 
Houfe, which, as he fuppofed, was occafioned hy 
fome of the Family dymg juft at that Time : it 
feems the Night before, the Dead-Cart, as it was 
<:alkd, had been ftopt there, and a Scrvant-Maid 
had been brought down to the Door dead, and the 
Buriers or Bearers, as they were caird, put her in- 
to the Cart, wrapt only in a green Rug, and 
carried her away. 

The Watchman had knock'd at the Door, it 
iecms, when he heard that Noife and Crying, as 
above, imd no Body anfwered, a great while ^ but 
at laft one looked out and faid with an angry 
quick Tone, and yet a Kind cf crying Voice, or 
a Voice of one that was crying^ Jl^hat i'yetpant^ 
that ye make fitch a kfiockijig ? He anfwer'd, lam the 
Watchman ! how do yon do ? What is the Matter ? 
The Perfon anfwered. What is that to you ? Stop the 
jPcad'Cart, This It feems, was about one a-Clock ^ 
fpon after, as theFellotpfaid, he Hopped the Dead- 
Cart, and then knock'a again, but no Bodv an- 
fwer'd: He continued knocking, and the Bellman 
calVd out feveral Times, Bring out your Dead ^ but 
no Body anfwered, till the Mail that drove the 
Cart being call'd toother Houfes, would ftay no 
Jonger, and drove away* 

The Watchman knew not what to make of 
all this, fo he let them alone, till the Morning- 
Man, or Day Watchman, as they calVd him, came 
to relieve him, giving him an Account of the 
Particulars, they knocked at the Door a great 
while, but no body anfwered ^ and they ob- 
ftrv'd, that the Wirtdow, or Cafement, at which 
the Perfon had looked out, who had anfwer*d be- 
fore, continued open, being up two Pair of Stairs. 
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Upon this, the two Men to fatisfy their Curio^ 
fit}% got a long Ladder, and one of them went up 
to the Window, and look'd into the Room, where 
he law a Woman Ijnng dead upon the Floor, in a 
dilmal Manner, having no Cloaths on her but 
her Shift ; But tho* he caird aloud, and putting 
ia his long Staft^, knock'd hard on the Floor, yet 
no B(idy ftur'd or anfwered ^ neither could he 
hear any Koifc in tlic Houfe, 

He came down again, upon this, and acquaint- 
ed his Fellow, who went up alfo, and finding 
it juft fo, they refolv'd, to acquaint either the 
Lord Mayor, or fome other Ma^^iftrate of it, but 
did not oiler to go in at the Window ; The Ma- 
giftrate it feems, upon the Information of the 
two Men, ordered the Hon fe to be broken open, 
a Conftable, and other Perfons being appohited 
tf) be prcfent, that nothing might be plundrcd ^ , 
and accordingly it was To done, when no Body \ 
was found in the Hon fe, but that young Woman, 
who liaving been infedted, and paft Recovery, 
the reil liad left her to die by her felf, and were 
every one c;one, having found fome Way to de- 
lude the Watchman, and get open the Door, or 
fret out at fome Back Dcor, or over the Tops of the 
Houfcs, fo that he knew nothing of it •, and as to 
thcfe Crysand Shrieks, which he heard, it was 
uippfs'd^ tliey were the pailionate Cries of the 
Family, at tlie bitter parting, which, to be fure, 
it was to them all •, this being the Sifter to the 
Miftrefs of tlie Family. The Man of the Houfe, 
his Wife, feveral Children, and Servants, bein?: 
all gone and fled, wliether lick or found, that £ 
could never learn •, nor, indeed, did I make much 
Enquiry after it. 

Many fuch efcapes were made, out cfin fedlcd 

HoiTteg7-nsr]^ticnlarly, wherr tlK'^Vatchinanwiis; 

liTolfunieEirSlTd-yHfor-^^ 

of 
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oFany Errand, that the Family fenthim of, that is 
to fay, for Neceflarics, fuch as Food and Phyfick ^ 
to fetch Phyficians, if they would come, or Sur- 
geons, or Nurfes, or to order the Dead-Cart, and 
the like ^ But with this Condition too, that when 
he went, he was to lock up the (>Uer-Door of 
the Houfe, and take the Key away with him ^ to 
evade this, and cheat the Watchmen, People got 
two or three Keys made to their Locks ^ or they 
found AVays to unfcrew the Locks, fuch as were 
fcrcwM on, and fo take oft the Lock, being in the 
Inllde of the Houfe, and while theyfent away 
the Watchman to the Market, to the Bakehoulc^ 
or for one Trifle or~anothcr, open the Door, and 
Pp out as often as they pleas'd ; But this be- 
ing found out, the Officers afterwards had Orders 
to Padlock up the Doors on the Outlide, and 
place Bolts on them as they thought fit. 

At another Houfe, as I was informal, in the 
Street next within Algate^ a whole Family was 
ihut up and lock'd in, becaufe the Maid-Servant 
was taken lick-, the Mafter of the Houfe had com- 
plahi'd by his Friends to the next AUcrman,and 
to the Lord Mayor, and had confentcd to have 
the Maid carried to the Peft-Houfe, but was rc- 
fufcd, fo the Door was marked with aredCrofs, 
a Padlock on the Outlide, as above, and a Watch- 
man let to keep the Door according to publick 
Order. 

>- After tlie Mafter of the Houfe found there wa^ 
no Remedy, but that he, his Wife and his Chil- 
dren were to be lockt up with this poor diftempcr- 
ed Servant', he call'd to the Watchman, and told 
himjie muft go then and fetch a Nurfe for them, 
to attend this poor Girl,for that it would be certain 
Death to them all to oblige them to nurfe her, 
and told him plainly, that if he would not do 
this, the Maid muft perifti either of the Diftem- 
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per, or be ftarv'd for want of Food; for he wasf 
rcfolv'dnone of his Family, ihould go near her; 
and ihc lay in the Garret four Story high, where 
Ihe could not Cry out, or ca)l to any Body for 
Help. 

The Watchman confcnted to that, and went 
and fctch'd a Nurfe as he was appointed, and 
brought her to them the (ame Evening ; during 
tl) is interval, the Maftcr of the Houfe took his 
Opportunity to break a large Hole thro* his Shop 
into a Bulk or Stall, where formerly a Cobler had 
fat, before or under his Shop-window ; but the 
Tenant as may be fuppofed, at fuch a difma! 
Time as thac, was dead or removed, and fo he had 
the Key in his own keeping ; having made his 
Way into this Stall, which he cou'd not have done, 
if tne Man had been at the Door, the Noife he 
was obliged to make, being fuch as would have 
alam'd the Watchman-, I fay, having made his 
Way into this Stall, he fat ilill till the Watchman 
rcturn'dwith the Nurfe, and all the next Day al- 
(o; but the Night following, having contrived to 
fend the Watchman of another trifling Errand,' 
which as I take it, was to an Apothecary's for a 
Plafler for the Maid, which he was to (lay for 
the making up, or fome other fuch Errand thac 
might fecurc his ftaying fome Time ; in thac 
Time he conveyed himfelf, and all his Family out 
of the Hou(e, and left the Nurfe and the Watch- 
man to bury the poor Wench ; that is, throw her 
into the Cart, and take care of the Houfe. _ 

I cou*d give a great many fuch Stories as thefe, 
diverting enough, which in the long Courfe of thac 
difmal Year, 1 met with, that is heard of, and 
which are very certain to be true, or very near the 
Tuth i that is to fay, true in the General, for 
no Man could at fuch a Time, learn all the Par-* 
ticulars •• There was likewife Violence ufed with 

the 
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the VVatchmen> as was reported in abundance otf 
Places } and I believe, that from the Beginning 
oi the Vification to the End, there was not Ids 
than eighteen or twenty of them kill'd, or fo 
wounded us to be taken up for Dead, which wa^ 
fnppos*d to be done by the People in the infefted 
Houlcs which were flint up, and where they at- 
tempted to come out, and were oppos'd. 

Mor indeed cou*d Icfs be expeftcd, for here were 
juft fomany Prifons in the Town, as there were 
Houfes flmc up; and as the People ihut uporim- 
prifon'd fo, were guilty of no Crime, onlyflmrup 
becaufe miferable, it was really the more intoUera** 
ble to them. 

Ic had alio this Difference ; that every Prifon, 
as we may call it, had but one Jaylor ; and as he 
had the whole Houle to Guard, and that many 
Houfes were fo fituated, as that they had feveral 
Ways out, fome more, fome Iefs,and fome into feveral 
Streets ; it was impoflTible tor one Man fo to Guard 
all the Paflages, as to prevent the efcape of Peo- 
ple, made defperatc by the fright of their Circum-» 
llanccs, by the Refentment of their ufage, or by 
the raging of the Diflemper ic felf ; fo that they 
would talk to the Watchman on one Side of the 
Houfe, while the Family made their efcape at ano- 
ther. 

For example, iwCoUrnanftreety there are abun- 
dance of Alleys, as appears Itill; a Houfcwas fhuc 
up in that they call //7/r>(?f- Alley, and this Houfc 
had a back Window, not a Door into a Court, 
which had a Pafl'age into Bell- Alley ; a Watch* 
man was fet by the Conflable, at the Door of this 
Houfc, and there he ftood, or his Comrade Night 
and Day, while the Family went all away in the 
Evening, out at that Window into the Court, 
and kfc the poor Fellows wardf'^gi and watching,^ 
for near a Fortnight. 

Not 
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Not far from the (anie Pfacc, they blow'd up 
a Watchman with Gun powder, and burnt the 
poor Fellow dreadfully,* and while he made hi- 
diousCrySj and no Body would venture to come 
near to help him ; the whole Family that were able 
to ftir, got out at the Windows one Story high; two 
that were left Sick, calling out for Help; Care 
was taken to give them Nurfcs to look after them, 
but the Perfons fled were never found, till after 
the Plague was abated they returned > but as no- 
thing cou'd be prov'd, fo nothing could be done 
to them. 

It is to be confider'd too,that as thcfe were Prifons 
v^ithouc Barrs and Bolts^ which our common Pri- 
fons arcfurniili'd with, fo the People let chemfelves 
down out of their Windows, even in the Face of 
the Watchman, bringing S vordsor Piftols in their 
Hands, and threatening the poor Wretch to ihoot 
him, if he liir'd, or called for Help. 

In other Cafes, fomc had Gardens, and Walls, 
or Pales between them and their Neighbours ; or 
Yards, and back-Houfcs ; and thtfe by Friend- 
iliip and Entreaties, would get leave to get over 
thofe Walls, or Pales, and fo go out at their 
Neighbour's Doors ; or by giving Money to their 
Servants, get them, to let them thro' in the Night ; 
fo that in fliort, the (hutting up of Houfes, was 
in no wife to be depended upon ; neither did it 
anfwer the End at all ; ferving more to make the 
People defperate, and drive them to fuch Extremi- 
ties, as that, they would break out at all Adven- 
tures. 

And that which was ftill worfe, thofe that did 
thus break out, fpread the Infedion farther by their 
wandring about with the Diftemper upon them, 
in their defperate Circumftai.ces, than they would 
otherwife have done; for whoever confuicrs all the 
Particulars in fuch Cafes muft acknowlcde ; and we 

can- 



the PLAGUE. 6s 

cannot doubt but the fcverity of thofe Confine-^ 
mcntS) made many People dcfperate ; and made 
chem run out ot (heir Houfes at all Hazards, and 
wich the Plague viHbly upon them^ not knowing 
either whither to go, or what co do, or indeed, 
what they did ; and many that did fo, were dri- 
ven to dreadful Exigences and Extremeties, and 
Pcrifh'd in the i^treecsor Fields for mcerWanr, or 
drop'ddown, byche raging violence of the Fevcc 
upon them : Others wandrcd into the Country, 
and went forward any Way, as their Defperation 
guided them, not knowing whether they went oc 
would go, till faint and tii^d, and not getting any 
Relief; the Houfes and Villages on the Road^ 
refufing to admit them to lodge, whether infe<^cd 
or no ; they have peri(h*d by the Road Side, or 
gotten into Barns and dy'd there, none daring 
to come tothem, or relieve them, tho' perhaps not 
infefted, for no Body would believe them. 

On the other Hand, when the Plague at firft 
fciz'da Family, that is ro fay, when any one Body 
of the Family, had gone our, and unwarily or other- 
wife catch'd the Dillempcr and brought it Home, 
it was certainly known by the Family, before it 
was known to the Ofliccis, who, as you will fee 
by the Order, were appointed to examine into 
the Circumftanccs of all fick Pcrfons, when they 
heard ot their being lick. 

In this Interval, between their being taken Sick^' 
and the Examiners coming, the Mafter ot the 
Houfe had Lcifurc and Liberty to remove himfetf, 
or all his Family, if he knew whether to go, and 
many did fo : But the great dif^fler was, that ma* 
ny did thus, after they were really infefted them* 
felvcs, and fo carry'd the Difcafe into the Houfes 
of thofe who were fo Hofpitabic as to receive 
them, which it mult be confefs'd wa« very cruel 
and ungrateful* 

F And 
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And this was in Part, the Rcafon of the general 
No:ion, or fcandal rather, which went about of 
the Temper of People infc(Hed j Namely, that they 
did not take the lead care, or make any Scruple of 
infeding others ; tho' I cannot fay, but there 
might be fomc Truth in it too, but not fo general 
as was reported. What natural Rcafon could be 
given, for fo wicked a Thing, at a Time, when 
they might conclude themfclves jull going to ap- 
pear at the Barr o( Divine Jufticc, I know not : 
I an\ very well farisfy*d, that it cannot be recon- 
cil'd to Relig on and Principle, any more than it 
can be to Generofity and Humanity; but I may 
fpeak of that again. 

I am fpeaking now of People made defperate, 
by the Apprehcufions of their being fliut up, and 
their breaking put by Stratagem or Force, either 
before or after they were ihut up, wiiofe Mifery 
was not IcHen'd, wlicn they were out, but fadly 
cncreafed: On the other Hand, many that thus 
got away, had Retreats to go to, and other Hou- 
fes, where they lock'd themfelves up> and kept 
hid till the Plague was over ; and many Fami- 
lies forefccing the Approach of the Diftcmpcr, laid 
up Stores of Provilions, fufficicnt for their whole 
Families, and fluit themfelves up, and that fo entire 
ly, that they were neither feen or heard of^ till the 
Infection was quire ceafcd, and then came abroad 
Sound and Well: I might recollefl: feveral fuch 
as thcfe, and give' you the Particular of their 
Manag-mcnc ; for donbJefs, ic was the moft ief- 
J'cdual fccurc Seep that cou'd be taken for fuch, 
whofe Circumftancc would not admit them tore- 
move, or who had not Retreats abroad proper for 
the Cafe ; for in being thus fiuir up, they were as 
ii they had been a hundred Miles off : Nor do I 
remember, that any one of rhofe Families mifca- 
ry'd; among thcfe, fevcral D/in/j Merchants were 
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particularly remarkable, who kept their ttoufes 
like little (iarrifonsbefieged,fuftering none to go 
in or out, or come near them-, particularly ohe m 
a Court in Throckmorton Sttcct^vrhok Houfe look- 
ed into Drapers Garden. 

But I come back to the Cafe cf Families infedl- 
ed, and (hut up by the Magiftrates •, the Mifery 
of thofe Families is not to l>e exprcfs*d, and it was 
generally in fuch Houfes that we heard the moft 
difmal Shrieks and Out-cries of the poor People 
terrified, and even frighted to Death, by the Sight 
of the Condition of thtir deareft Relations, and by 
the Terror of being imprifoncd as they were. 

I remember, and while I am writmg this Sto- 
r)% I think I hear the very Sound of it, a certain 
Lady had an only Daughter, a youn^ Maiden a- 
bout 1 9 Years old, and who was podefled of a ve- 
ry Confiderable Fortune •, they were only Lod- 
gers in the Houfe where they were ; The young 
Woman, her Mother, and the Maid, had been a- 
broad on fome Occafion, I do not remember what, 
for the Houfe was not {hut up ^ but about two 
Hours after they came home, the young Lady 
complain'd flic was not well •, in a quarter of an 
Hour more, flie vomited, and had a violent Pain in 
her HeatL Pray God, fays her Mother in a terrible 
Fright, my Child has not the Diftemperl The 
Pain in her Head increaling, her Mother ordered 
the Bed to be warm'd, and refolved to put her to 
Bed •, and prepared to give her things to fvv^eat, 
which was the ordinary Remedy to be taken^ 
when the firft Apprchcnfions of the Diftemper 
began. 

While the Bed was airing, the Mother undreP^ 
fed the young Woman, and juft as (he was laid 
down in the Bed, (he looking upon her Body with 
a Candle, immediately difcovered the fatal To- 
kens on the Infide of her Thighs, Her Mother 
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not being able to contain hcrfelf, threw down 
her Candle, and fc rickt out in fuch a frightful 
Manner, that it was enough to place Horror upon 
the ftoutift Heart in the World •, nor was it one 
Skream, or one Cry, hut the Fright having feiz*d 
her Spirits, Ihc faiutci liift, then recovered, then 
ran all over the Houfe^up the Stairs and down the 
Stairs, like one Aiftraited, and indeed really was 
diftradted, and continued frrerhin?; and crying 
out for feveral Hours, void of all Senfe, or at leaft, 
Government of her Scnfes, and as I was told, ne- 
ver came throughly to herfclf again : As to the 
3*^oung Maiden, ilie was a dead Corpfc fr^m that 
Moment-, for the Gangren which occafions the 
Six)ts had fprtad lier whole Bodv. and Ihe died 
in lefs than two Hours : But ftill the Mother 
.continued crying out, not knowing anv Thing 
more of her Child, feveral Hours aft^.T {he was 
dead* It is fo long ago, that I am not certain, 
but I think tlie Mother never recovered, but died 
in two or three Weeks after. 

This was an extraordinary Cafe, and lam there- 
fore the more particular in it, bccaufe I came fo 
much to the Knowledge of it •, but there were in- 
numerable fuch like Cafes *, and it was feldom, 
that the AVeekly Bill came in. but there were 
two or three put in frij^htd, that is, that may well 
he caWJy frighted to Death; But !>efidcs thofe, 
who were fo frighted to die upon the 8pot there 
were great Numbers frighted to other Fxtr'^ams, 
fome frighted out of thei: Senfcs, feme out of their 
Memory and feme out rf their Underftanding: 
But I return to the ihutting up of Houfes. 

As feveral People, I fay, got out cf their Hnu'^es 
by Stratagem, after they were fhut up, fo others 
got out by bribing the Watchmen, and giving 
them Money to let them go privately out in the 
. Night. I mull confefs, 1 thought it at that time, 
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the mnft innocent Corruption, or Bribery, that a- 
ny Man could be guilty cf-, and therefore could 
not but pity the poor Men, and think it was hard 
when three r >f thofe Watchmen, were publickly 
whipt thro* the Streets, for fuflering People to go 
out of Houfes {hut up. 

But notwithftanding that Severity, Money pre* 
vai^'d vitli the poor Men, and many Families 
found Means to makeSalleys out, and efcape that 
way af er they had been {hut up • but thele were 
generally fuch as had fome Places to retreat to ^ and 
tho' there was no eafie palUng the Roads any whi* 
ther, after the firft oiAuguJt, yet there were many 
Wavs ofretreat,and partirujarly,as Ihinted,fome 
got Tents and fet them up in the Fields, carryin] 
Beds^ or Straw to lie on, and Proviiions to eat, aiK 
foliv^d in them as Hermits it> a Cell ^ for no Body 
would venture to come near them-, andfeveral 
St'^ries were told of fuch •, lome lomical, fome tra- 
gical, fome who liv'd like wandring Pilgrims in 
the Defarts, and cfcaped by making themfelvcs 
Exiles in fuch a Manner as is fcarcc to be credit- 
ed, and who yet enjoyed more Liberty than was 
tobe expefted infuch Cafes. 

I have by me a Story of two Brothers and their 
Kinfman, who being (Ingle Men, but that had 
{lay*d in the City too long to get away, and 
indeed, not knowing where to go to have any Re- 
treat, nor having wherewith to tiavel fir, took 
a Coiirfe for their own Preferyation, which, tho* 
in itfelfat firil, defperate, yet was fo natural, 
that it may be v/ondied, that no more did fo at 
that Time. They were but of mcini Condition, 
and yet not fo very poor, as that they could m t 
furnifli themfclves with fome little Convenien- 
cics, fuch as might fcrve to keep Life and Soul 
together \ and finding the Diftemper increalina; 
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ijR a ictriWc Manner, they refoWed to Ihift, as 
wcU as they could, and to bo gone. 

One of them liad been a Soldier in the late 
Vars, and befac tliat in the Low CoinitrUs^ and 
having been bred to no particular Employment 
but his Arms^ and bcfidcs being wounded, and 
iiot able to work very hard, had for fome Time 
been employed at a Baker's of Sea Bisketiii 

The Brother ofthis Man wasa Seaman too, but 
fome how or other, had been hurt of one Leg, 
that he could not go to Sea, but had work'd for 
his Living at a Sail Makers in irappU% or there 
abputs-, and being a good Husb.-nd, had laid up 
fome Money, and was the vicheft of the Three, 

The third Man was a Joiner or Carpenter by 
Trade, a handy Fellow •, and he had no Wealth, 
but his Box, or Basket of Tools, with the iielp 
of which he could at any Time get his Living, 
fuch a Time as this excepted, wherever he went, 
and he liv'd near Sbadwel. 

They all liv'd in St^^we) Parifh, which, as 1 
have faid, being the lall that was infeded, or at 
leaft violently, they ftay'd there till they evi- 
dently faw the Plague was abating at the Weft 
Part ( f the Touii, and coming towards the Eaft 
where they liv'd. 

. The Story of thofe three Men, if the Reader 
will be contenc ro have nic ^ivc ic in thc'r own 
Pcrfons, without taking upon mc to either vouch 
the Particulars, or anfwerfor any Miftakes, I (l.al 
j^ivc as diftiactly as I can, believing the Hiftoiy 
will be a very good Pattern for any poor Man to 
f'jIUiW, in c^'^fctlie like Publick Dcfolation (houU 
happen here ; and if there may be no fuch Occa- 
lion, which God of his infinite Mercy grant os, flill 
the Scoiy may have its Ufes fo many Ways as that 
it win, I i)opc, never bcfaid, that the relating has 
bC'wU unprofitable. 1 (ay 
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I fay all this previous to the Hiftory» having 
yet, for the prefcnr^ much more to fay before I 
quit my own Part. 

I went all the firft Part of the Time freely about 
the Streets tho' not fo freely as to run my felf 
into apparent Danger, except when they dug the 
great Pit in the Church- Yard of ourParifh ot Ai^ 
gate , a terrible Pit it was, and I could not retift 
my Curiofity to go and fee it ; as ne:ir as I may 
judgci it was about 40 Foot in Length, and about 
ly or 16 Foot broad ; and at the Time I firft look- 
ed at it, about nine Foot deep ; but it was faid^ 
they dug it near 20 Foot deep afterwards, in one 
Part of ir, till they could go no deeper for the Wa- 
ter: for they had it fcems, dug fevcral large Pits 
before this, for tho* the Plague was long a-com- 
ing to our Par-flii, yet when it did come, there was 
no Parfli in or about London^ where it raged with 
fuch Violence as in the two Pariflies of Algate and 
IVbiteChapeL 

I fay thev had dug fcveral Pits in another Ground, 
when the Diftcmper began to fprcad in our PariHi, 
and efpeciaily when the Dead-Carts began to go 
about, which, was not in our Pariih, till the be- 
ginning of AugujL Into thcfc Pits they had put 
perhaps 50 or 60 Bodies each, then they made 
larger Holes, wherein they buried all that the 
Gart brought in a Week, which by the middle, to 
the End of Augiijl^ came to, from 200 to 400 a 
Week i and they could not well dig them larger,; 
bccaufe of the Order of the Magiftrates, confining 
them to leave no Bodies witliin fix Foot of thC; 
Surface ; and the Water coming on, at about 1 7 
or 18 Foot, they could not well, I fay, put more 
in one Pit ; but now at the Beginning oi September^ 
the Plague raging in a dreadful Manner, and the 
Number of Burials m our Pari Jhincreafing to more 
than was ever buried in any Pariih about Londoui 
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of no larger Extent, they ordered this dreadful 
Gulphtobe dii;; forfuch it was rather than a Pic. 
They had fiippofcd this Pit would have fup- 
ply'd them for a Month or more, when they dug 
it, and fomc blam'd the Cliurch- Wardens for fuf- 
fcring fuch a frighcful Thing, tcHing them they 
vver;: making Preparations to bury the whole Pa- 
rifh, and the h'ke ; but Time made it appear, the 
Church- Wardens knew the Condiriou of the PariHi 
better than they didi for the Pic being iiniflied the 
4th of September^ I think, they began to bury in ic 
the C^th, and by tlic 20, which was juft tv/o Weeks 
they had tlircvvn into it 11x4 Bodies, when they 
'U'crc oblgcd to fill it up, the Bodies being then 
come to lie within fix Foot of the Surface : I doubt 
not but there may be fome anticnt Perfons alive in 
the PariJh, who can juftify the Fad of this, and are 
able to flic^v even in what Pare of the Church- 
Yard, the Pit lay, better than 1 can ; the Mark 
of it alfo was many Years to be feen in the Church- 
Yard on' the Surface lying in Length, Parallel with 
the PalTa«^c wiiich goes by the Weft Wall of the 
Church-Yard, out of HvtnidjMuh^ and turns Eaft 
^qain inio JVhitcXha^pd, coming out near the three 
Kuns Inn. 

It was about the iox\\oi St ft €7nbe)\ that my Cu- 
riofiry led, or rather drove me to go and fee this 
Pit again, v.hcn there had been near 400 People 
buried in ir ; and I was net rontent to (cc it in 
the Day-time, as I had done before ; for then there 
would have been nothing to have been feen but 
theloole'Eaith j for all the Bodies that were thrown 
in, were immediately covered with Earth, by thole 
tliey caM'd the Buryers, which at other Times were 
caU'd BcareiSi but I refolv'd to go in the Night 
and fee fome of them thrown in. 

There was a ftri^ Order to prevent People com- 
ing to thofe Pits, and that was only to prevent 
Infection; But after fome Time, that Order was 

more 



/k PLAGUE 7 J 

mere ncccflar/, for People c!iar were lafefted, aod 
near their Lm!, anj di.:n<K:s alio* w<^d run CO 
tlicic Pus wrapc b £ankci5» or Ru^s, anJ chrowr 
UKmrdvcs in, and aschcy bid, bcry (hcmfeires : I 
OLrtxx dy, that theOfficcis fw&rcd any willingly 
to lie t^ae ; but I ha\c heard, that in a great 
Pit in Ftttilfutj^ in the PariOi oiCfifpUgate^ it lying 
orcn i!r»ca to the Fields ; for it was no. then wall'd 
about, came ar.d threw thcmfwlves in, and ex- 
pired thtr-, before they threw any Earth upon 
tiicrn ; and that when they came to bury ochcrSy 
and found them there, they were quite dead, tho' 
not cold. 

This may fcrve a little to dtfcribe the dreadful 
Conditicn ok tha: Day, tho* it is impofllolc to fay 
any Thing that is able to give a true Idea oi it to 
thofe who did not fee it, other than this ; that it 
was indeed i^m, 1/^'), 'z/frjr dreadful, andfuchasno 
Tongue can exprefs. 

1 got Admittance into the Church- Yard by being 

acquainted with the Sexton, who attended, who 

tho' he did nor rcfufc me at all, yet earncftly per- 

fwaded mc not to go; telling me very fcrioufly, 

for he was a good religious andfenfible Man, that 

it was indeed, their Bufmcfs and Duty to venture, 

and to run all Hazards ,* and that in it they might 

hope to be prefcrvM ; but that 1 had no apparent 

. Call to it, but my own Curiofity, which he faid, 

he belie v'd I would not prccend, was fufficient to 

judify my running that Hazard. I told him I had 

been prefsM in my Mind to go, and that perhaps 

it might be an InflruAing Sight, that might not 

be without its Ufes. Nay, fays the good Man, 

if you will venture upon that Score, ^NameofGod 

go in ; for depend upon it, 'twill be a Sermon to 

you, it may be, the beft that ever you heard in 

your Life. *Tis a fpcaking Sight, fays he, and 

has a V^oice with it, and a loud one, to call us all 

to Repentance ; and with that he opened the Door 

and faid, Go^ if you will. His 
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His DiTcourfe had (hockM my Refolution a lit* 
tlc» and I ftood wavering for a good while ; buc 
juft at that Interval I faw two Links come over 
from the End of the Abnories, and heard the Bell* 
man, and then appeared a Dead-Cart^ astbeycalN 
f>, coming over the Streets fo I could no long- 
er icfift my Dcfire of feeing it, and went in: 
There was no Body, as I could perceive at firft, 
in the Church- Yard, or going into it, but the 
Buryers, and the Fellow that drove the Cart, 
or rather led the Horfe and Cart, but when 
they came up, to the Pir, they faw a Man go 
to and again, muflcd up in a brown Cloak, and 
making Motions with his Hands, under his 
Cloak, as if he was in a great Agony ; and the Bu- 
riers immediately gathered about him, fuppoling 
he was one of thofe poor dilirious, or defperate 
Creatures, that ufed to pretend, as I have faid, to 
bury themfelves ; he faid nothing as he walkM a- 
bout, but two or three times groaned very deeply, 
and loud, and fighed as he would break his Heart. 
When the Buryers came up to him they foon found 
he was neither a Pcr(on infcdcd and defperate, as 
I have obferved above, or a Perfon diflemper- 
cd in Mind, but one opprcfs'd witli a dread- 
ful Weight of Grief indeed, having his Wife and 
fcveral of his Children, all in che Cart, that was 
juft come in with him, and he followed in an Ago- 
ny and exccfs of Sorrow. He mourned heartily, as 
jc was eafy to fee, but with a kind of M;ifculine 
Grief, that could not give it felt Vent by Tears, 
and calmly de/iring the Buricrs to let him alone, 
(aid he would only fee the Bodies thrown in, and 
go away,fo they left importuning him; but no foon- 
cr was the Cart turned round, and the Bodies (hot 
into the Pit promifctioufly, which was a Surprize to 
him, for he at leafl expeded they would have been 
decently laid in, tho' indeed he was afterwards 
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convinced that was impradible ; I fay^ no foonec 
did he fee the Sight, but he cry'd out aloud uTh 
able to contain him(elf; I could not hear what 
he faid, but he went backward two or three Scep% 
and fell down in a Swoon : the Buryers ran to him 
and took him up, and in a lictle While he came to 
himfelf, and they led him away to the Pye-Tavern 
over-againft the End oi Houndf ditch ^ where, it feem$> 
the Man was knowni ard where they took care of 
him. He look'd into (he Pic again> as he went a* 
way, but the Buricrs had covered the Bodies fo im- 
mediately with throwing in Earth, that tho* there 
was Light enough, for there were Lantherns and 
Candles in them, plac'd all Night round the Sides 
of the Pit, upon the Heaps of Earth, fcven oc 
eight, or perhaps more, yet nothing could be 
feen. 

This was a mournful Scene indeed, and affefted 
me almoft as much as the reft i but the other was 
awful, and full of Terror, the Cart had in it fix- 
teen or feventeen Bodies, fome were wrapt up in 
Linen Sheets, fome in Rugs, fome little other than 
naked, or fo loofe, that what Covering they had, 
fell trom them, in the ihooting out of the Cart, 
and they fell quite naked among the reft ; but the 
Matter was not much to them, or the Indecency 
much to any one el(c, feeing they were all dca4 
and were to be huddled together into the com- 
mon Grave of Mankind, as we may call it, for here 
was no Dirfcrcnce made, but Poor and Rich went 
together; there was no other way of Burials, nei- 
ther was it pofliblc there fhould, for Coffins wera 
not to be had for the prodigious Numbers that fell 
in fuch a Calamity as this. 

It was reported by way of Scandal upon the Bu- 
ricrs, that if any Corpfc was delivered to thfmi 
decently wound up as we called it then, in a Wtiid^ 
ing Sheet Ty'd over the Head and Feet, which 
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fomc did, and which was generally of good Linen* 
1 fay, ic was reported, that the Buriers were (^ 
wicked as to flrip them in the Cart, and carrX 
them qi.ite naked to the Ground : But as I can no^ 
eafily credit any thing fo vile among Chriftians> 
and at a Time fo fill'd with Terrors, as that was> 
I can only relate it and leave it undetermined. 

Innumerable Stories alfo went about of the cruel 
Behaviours and PraAifesof Nurfcs, who tended the 
Sick, and of their haftening on the Fate of thofe 
they tended in their Sicknefs : But I fhall fay more 
of this in its Place. 

I was indeed fhock'd with this Sight, it almoft 
overwhelmed mc, and I went away with my Heart 
moft afRiAed and full of the afHi&ing Thoughts, 
fuch as I cannot defcribe-, juft at my going out of 
the Church, and turning up the Street towards my 
own Houfe, 1 faw another Cart with Links, and 
a Bei^man going before, coming out of Harrow 
Alleyy in the Butcher- Rovo, on the other Side of the 
Way, and beina, as 1 perceived, very full oi dead 
Bodies, it went direftly over the Street al(o toward 
the Church : 1 Hood a while, but I had no Sto- 
mach to go back again to fee the fame dlfma! 
Scene over again, fo I went dirt- ft!y Home, where 
1 could not but confider with Thankfulncfs, the 
Rifqiie I had run, believing I h:ul gotten no In- 
jury ; as indeed 1 had not. 

Here- the poor unhappy Gentleman's Crivfcame 
into my head again, and indcrd 1 could not but 
fl\ed Tears in the Reflection upon ir, perhaps more 
than he did himfelt; but his Cafe lay fo heavy 
upon my Mind, that I could not prevail with my 
fclf, but that 1 mufl go out aqain into the Street, 
and go to the FjeTavera^ • rcfolving to enquire 
what became of him. 

It was by this Time onea-Clcck in the Morn- 
iog, and yet the poor Gentkman was there^ the 

Truth 
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Truth was, the People of the Houfe knowing him» 
had entertained him> and kept him there all the 
Night, notwithftanding the Danger of being infc- 
ded, by him, the' it appeard the Man was per- 
fcftly found h^mfelf. 

It is with Regret, that I take Notice of this 
Tavern; the People were civil, mannerly, and an 
obliging Sore of Folks enough, and had till this 
Time kept their Houfe open, and their Trade go- 
ing on, tho' not fo very publickly as formerly j but 
there was a dreadful Set of Fellows thatufed their 
Houfe, and who in che middle of all this Horror 
met there every Night, behaved with all the Re- 
velling and roaring extravagances, as is ufual foe 
fuch People to do at other Times, and indeed to 
fuch an often five Degree, that the very Mafter and 
Miftrcfs of the Houfe grew firft a(ham*d and thea 
territyM at them. 

They fat generally, in a Room next the Street, 
and as they always kept late Hours, fo when the 
Dead-Cart came crofs the Street End to co into 
Homids- ditch, which was in View of tl)e Tavern 
Wirdows ; they would frequently open the Win- 
dows as foon as they heard the Bell, and look ouc 
at them ; and as they might often hear fad Lamen- 
tations of People in the Streets, or at their Win- 
dows, as the Carts went along, they would make 
their in pudcxit Mocks and Jeers aTthcm, efpccially 
if they heard the poor People call upon God to 
have Mercy upon them, as many would do at thofc 
Times in their ordinary parting along the Streets. 

Thefc Gentlemen being fomethinqdifturb'd with 
the Clutter of bringing the poor Gentleman into 
the Houfe, as above, were Hrft angry, and very 
high with the Mafter of the Houfe, for fuftering 
fuch a Fellow, as they call'd him, to be brought 
out of the Grave into their Houfe; but being an- 
fwered, that the Man was a Neighbour^ and that 

he 
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he was fourid^ but overwhelmed with the Cala- 
mity of his Family! and'che like^ they turned their 
Anger into ridiculing the Man, and his Sorrow for 
his Wife and Children; taunted him with want 
of Courage to leap inco the grcac Pic, and go to 
Heaven, as they jceringly exprcfs'd ir, along with 
them, adding fome very profane, and even blafphe- 
mous Expreflions, 

They were at this vile Work when I came back 
to the Houfc, and as far as I could fee, tho* the 
Klan fac ftil), mute and difconfolace, and their 
Atfronts could not divert his Sorrow, yet he was 
both griev'd and offended at their Difcourfe: Upon 
this, 1 gently reproved them, being well enough ac- 
quainted with their Charafters, and not unknown 
in Perfon to two of them. 

They immediately fell upon me with ill Language 
and Oaihsi ask'd me what 1 did out of my Grave, 
at fuch a Time when fo many hGneftcr Mm were 
carried into the Church- Yard? and why I was not 
at Home faying my Praycr6,againfl the Dead-Cart 
came tor me? and the like. 

I was iiidccd artoniihed at the Impudence of the 
Men, tho* not at all difcompofcd at their Treat- 
ment of me ; however I kept my Temper ; I told 
them, that, tho' I dcfy'd them, or any Man in tl:e 
World to tax me with any Dilhnejly^ yet I acknow- 
ledged, that in this terrible Judgment of God, ma- 
ny better tiian 1 was fwept away, and carried to 
their Grave : But to anfwcr their Queftion direftly, 
the Cafe was, that I was mercifully preferved by 
that great God, wiiofc Name they had Blafphcm- 
cd and taken in vaiu, by curling and fwearing in a 
dreadful Manner; and that I believed 1 was pre- 
ferved in particular, among other Ends, of his 
Gobdnefs, that I might reprove them for their au- 
dacious Boldnefs, in behaving in fucha Manner, and 
in fuch an awful Time as this was, efpccially, for 

their 
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their Jeering and Mocking, at an honcft Gentleman» 
and a Neighbour, for {ome of them knew him, who 
they faw was overwhelm'd with Sorrow, for the 
Breaches which ic had pleas'd God to make upon 
his Family. 

I cannot call exadly to Mind the hclliOi abomi- 
nable Rallery, which was the Return they made to 
that Talk ot mine, being provoked, it feems, that 
I was not at all afraid to be free with chem; nor if 
I could remember, would I fill my Account with 
any of the Words, the horrid Oaths, Curfes, and 
vile Expreflions, fuch, as at that time of the Day, 
even the worll and ordinarieft People in the Street" 
would not ufe \ ( for except fuch hardened Crea- 
tures as thefe, the moft wicked wretches that could 
be found, had at that Time fome Terror upon their 
Minds of the Hand of that Power which could 
. thus, in a Moment deflroy them. ) 

But that which was the worft in all their devil- 
lilh Languacje was, that they were not afraid to 
vbl^fpheme God^ and calk Atheiftically; making a 
Jcft at my calling the Plague the Hand of God, 
mocking, and even laughing at the Word Judgment, 
as if the Providence o^ God had no Concern in the 
indiding fuch a defolating Stroke ; and that the 
People calling upon God, as they faw the Carts 
carrying away the dead Bodies was all enthufia* 
llick, abfurd, and impertinent. 

I made them fome Reply, fuch as I thought pro- 
per, but which I found was fo far from putting 
aChecque to their horrid Way of fpeaking, thatic 
made them rail the more, fo that I confefsit fiU'd 
me with Horror, and a kind of Rage, and I came 
away, as 1 toM them, left the Hand of that Judg- 
ment which had vifued the whole City (hould glo- 
' rify his Vengeance upon them, and all that were 
near them. 

The 
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They received all Reproof with the utmoft Con 
tempt, and made thegreafcft Mockery that was po 
lible for them to do at me, giving mc all the op 
probrious infolent Scofts that they could think of fp 
preaching to them, as they call\i it^ which indeed 
grieved me, rather than angred me i and I went a 
way bleflingGod, however, in my Mind, that I ha( 
not fpar'd them, tho' they had infultcd mc fo much 

They continued this wretched Courfc, three o 
four Day after this, continuany mocking and ject 
ing at all that fiicw'd themrdves religious, or feri 
oiis, or that were any way touched with the Scnc< 
of tiie terrible J :dgmenr of God upon us^ and I wa 
inform'd they flouted in the fame Manner, at th< 
good People, who, notwithllandir.g the Contagion 
ixiec at the Church, fafled, and prayed lo God u 
remove his Hand from them* 

I fay, they continued this dreadful Conrfc thre 
or four Days, / think it was no more^ when one o 
them, particularly he who ask'd the poor Gentle 
man iJ:hat hedid {flit of his Grine? was ilruck fron 
Heaven with the Plague, and died in a mofl de- 
plorable Manner ; and in a Word they were ever 
one of them carried into the great Pit, which 
liave mentioned above, before it was quite f\i\\ 
up, which uas not above a Fortnight or thereabout 

Thefe Men were guilty o^ many extravagances 
fuch as one would think, Human Nature (houh 
have trembled at the Thor.j;hfs of, at fuch a Tim 
of general Terror, as was then upon us ; and parti 
ticularly fcofiing and mocking at every thing whicl 
they happened to fee, that was religious anion; 
the People, cfpecially at their thronging zealoufl^ 
to the Place of publick VVorfhip, to implore Meic; 
from Heaven in fuch a Time of Diltrefsi and thi 
Tavern, where they held their Club, being withii 
View of the Church Door, they had the more par 
tic'ilarOccafion for their AtheilUcal profaneMirrh 
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6uc this began to abate a liitle with them before 
the Accident, which I have related; happened ; ioc 
the Infeftion increased fo violently^ at this Part of the 
Town now, that People began to be afraid to come 
to the Church, at Icaft fuch Numbets did notrcforc 
thither as was ufual i many of the Clergymen likcwifc 
were Dead, and others gone into the Country ; for ic 
really required a fteady Courage, and a ftrong Faiths 
for a Man not only to venture being in Town at fuch 
a Time as this, but likewifc to venture to come to 
Church and perform the Office of a Minifter to a 
Congregation, of whom he had reafon to believe ma* 
ny of them, were aftually infeftcd with the Plague^ 
and to do this every Day, or twice a Day, as in fome 
Places was done. 

It is true, the People fhew d an extraordinary Zeal 
in thcfe religious £xercifes, and as the Church Doortf 
were always open. People would go in finglc at all 
Times, whether the Minifter was officiating or no, 
and locking themfelves into feparate Pews, would be 
praying to God with great Fervency and Devotion. 

Others aflembled at Meeting- Houfcs, every oneas 
their different Opinions in fuch Things guided, but alt 
were promifcuoufly the Subjeft of thefe Mens Drolle- 
ry, efpecially at the Beginning of the Vifitation^ 

It feems they had been check'd for their open infult- 
ing Religion in this Manner, by fcveral good People 
ofcvery perfwalion, and that, and the violent raging 
of the infeftion, I fuppofe, was the Occafton thac 
they had abated much of their Rudencfs, for forac 
time before, and were only rous*d by the Spirit of Ri- 
baldry, and Atheifm, at the Clamour which was madct 
when the Gentleman was firft brought in there, and 
perhaps, were agitated by the fame Pcvil, when t 
took upon mc to reprove them ; tho' I did it at firit 
with all the Calmnefs, Temper, and Good- Manners: 
that I could, which, for a while, they infultcd mc: 
the more for, thinking it had been in fear of their Re- 
'^ntment, tho* afterwards they found the contrary. 

G 1 vfrcnt 
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I went Home indeed, griev'd and aflllfted in my 
Mind, at the Abominable VVickedncfs oi thofc Men 
not doubting, however, that they would be made 
dreadhil Examples of God s Juftice; for I look'd up- 
this dilmal Time to be a particular Scafon of Divine 
Vengeance, and that God would, on this Occaflon, 
lingle out the proper Objcds, of his Difpleafure, in a 
more efpecial and remarkable Manner, than at ano- 
ther Timei and that, tho* I did believe that many good 
People would, and did, fall in the common Calami- 
ty, and that it was no certain Rule to judge of the 
eternal Scare of any one, by their being diftinguifh'd in 
fuch a Time of general Deftruftion, neither one VVay 
or other; yet I lay, it could not but leem reafonable 
to believe, that God would not think fit to fpare by 
his Mercy fuch open declared Enemies, that fliould 
infuk his Name and Being, defy his Vengeance, and 
mock at his VVorfliip and Worlhipers, at fuch a Time, 
no not tho* his Mwtcy had thought fit to bear with, 
and fpare them at other Times : That this was a Day 
of Vifitation; a Day of Gods Anger; and thofe 
Words came into my Thought. Jir. v. 9. Shall I not 
njijit for thefe things y faith the Lord, and f)all not m) 
Soul be avenged oj juch a Nation as this f 

Thefe Things 1 fay, lay upon my Mind; and I 
went home very much gricv'd and opprefs'd with the 
Horror of tlicfe Mens VVickednefs, and to tliink that 
any thing could be fo vile, fo hardened, and fo noto* 
rioully wicked, as to infult God and his Servants, 
and his Worfhip, in fuch a Manner, and at fuch a 
Time as this was; when he had, as it were, his Sword 
drawn in his Hand, on purpofc to take Vengeance, 
not on them only, but on the whole Nation. 

I had indeed, been in fome Paflion, at firft, with 
tliem, tho' it was really raifcd, not by any Atfront 
they had offered me perfonally, but by the Horror 
their blafpheming Tongues fiU'd me with; however, 
I was doubtful in my Tiioughts, whether the Rcfent- 
menc I retained was not all upon my own private Ac- 
county 
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count, for they had given me a great deal of ill Lan- 
guage too, I mean PerfonalJy; but after fome Paufe^ 
"and having a Weight of Grief upon my Mind, 1 re- 
tired my felf, as foon as I came home, for 1 flept not 
that Night, and giving God moft humble Thanks for 
my Prcfervacion in the eminent Danger I had been in^ 
I (et my Mind ferioully, and with the utmoft Earned* 
nefs, to pray for thofe defparatc- Wretches, chat God 
would pardon them, open their Eyes, and cftcftually 
humble thcni. 

By this I not only did my Duty, namely, to pray 
for thofe who difpitefliUy ufed me, but I fully try*d 
my own Heart, to my full Satisfadion; that it was not 
fili'd with any Spirit of Refcntment as they had of- 
endcd me in patticular ; and I humbly recommend 
the Method to all thofe that would know, or be cer- 
tain, how to diftinguifli between their real Zeal for 
the Honour of God, and the EfFefisof their private 
Paflionsand Refentmcnr. 

But I muA go back here to the particular Incidents 
which occur to my Thoughrs of the Time of the Vi- 
fitation, and particularly,' to the Time of their (hut* 
tingup Houfcs, in the firft Parr of the Sicknefs ; for 
before the Sicknefs was come to its Height, People 
had more Room to make their Obfcrvations, than 
they had atccrward: But when it was m the Extre- 
mity, there was no fuch Thing as Communicatiori 
wirh one another, as before. 

During the Ihutting up of Houfes, as I have faid, 
fome Violence was offered to the Watchmen i as ta 
Soldiers, there were none to be found; the few Guards 
which the King then had, which were nothing like' 
the Number, entettatuM fince, were difpetfs'd, either 
at Oxjord with the Court, or in Quarters in the re- 
moter Parts of the Country ^ fmall detatchmeats ex- 
cepted, who did Duty at the To^ver, and at /f%/>^- 
Hall^ and thcfc but very few; neither anfi I pofitivcf 
that there was any other Guard at the Tower, thart 
the IVarders^ as they callM them, who ftand at tht: 

G 3 Gate 
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Gate with Gowns and Caps, the fame as the Yeomen 
of the Guard ; except the ordinary Gunners, who 
were 24, and tlic Officers appointed to look after the 
Maij^zine, who were call*d Ainiiourers:astoTraind- 
Bands, there was no Polfibility of raifing any, neither 
if the Lieutenancy, either oi Londvnox Middlefex had 
ordered the Drums to beat for the Militia, would 
any of the Companies, I believe, have drawn to- 
gether, whatever Rifquc they had run. 

This made the Watchmen be the lefs regarded, and 
perhaps, occafioned the greater Violence to be ufed 
againft them ; I mention it on this Score, to obfervc 
that the fetting Watchmen thus to keep the People in, 
was ( ift) of all, not ettc6ual, but that the People 
broke our, whether by Force or by Stratagem, even 
almoft as often as they pleas'd : And ( 2d ) that thofe 
that did thus break our, were generally People infeft- 
ed, who in their Defperation, running about from one 
place to another, valued not who they injur'd, and 
which perhaps, as 1 have faid, might give Birth co 
Rcporti that it was natural to theinfettcd People to 
dcfirc to inled others, which Report was really falfe. 

And 1 know it fo well, ai^ in fo many fevcral Cafe*?, 
that 1 could givx levcial Relations of good, pious, 
and religions People, who,when they have had the Di- 
iiempcr^ have been io far from being forward to infed 
others, that they iuve forbid their own Family to 
come near them, in Hopes ot their being prelerved ; 
and have even died without feeing their neareft Re- 
lavions, left they Ihould be inftrumental to give them 
the Diltemper, and ihfeft or endanger them : If then 
there were Cafes wherein the infcded People were 
carelcfs of the Injury rhey did to others, this was cer- 
tainly one of rhtm, if not the chief, namely, when 
People, who had the Didemper, had broken out from 
Houfes which were fo (hut up, and having been driven 
to Extcemicies for Provifion,or for Entertainment, had 
endeavoured to conceal their Condition, and have been 
thereby Inftrumental involuntarily to initft others who 
h'^\Q been igaoranc and unwary* This 
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Tin's is one of the Reafons why I believed them, and 
do believe Hill, tbac the (butting up Houfes tbu$ by 
Force, and reftraining, or rather imprifoning People in 
their own Houfes, as is fald above^ was ot little or no 
Service in the Whole; nay, 1 am of Opinion, it was 
rather hurtful, having forc'd thofe dcfpcratc People 
to wander abroad with the Plague upon them, who 
would otherwife have died quietly in their Beds. 

I remember one Citizen, v/Jio having thus broken 
out of his Hou(e in Alder)\ate-Streety or thereabout, 
went along the Road to Jflingun^ he attempted to have 
gone in at the Angel Liny and afcerithar, at the IVhite* 
Horfey two Inns known liill by the (lime Signs, but 
was refufed ; after which he came to the P}€d Bull, 
an Inn alfo ftill continuing the fame Sign ; he asked 
them for Lodging for one Ni^ht only, pretending to 
be going into Lincolnjhive^ and alfuring them of his be* 
ing very found, and free from the Infection, which al- 
fo, at that Time, had not reached much that Wayf 

They told him they had no Lodging that they could 
fpare, but one Bed, up in the Garret, and that they 
could fpare that Bed but for one Night, fomc Drovers 
being expcdcd the next Day with Cattle ; f0| it he 
would accept of that Lodging, he might have it, 
Avhich he did ; fo a Servant was lent up with a Candle 
with him, to (hew him the Room ; he vvas very well 
Jrefi'd, and lookM like a Pcrfon not ufed to lie in a 
Garret, and when he came to the Room he fech*d a 
deep Sigh, and faid to the Servant, I have feldom lain 
in fuch a Lodging as this ; ho we vet the Servant aflur* 
ing him again, that they had no better. Well, fays 
he, 1 muil make (liift ; this is a dreadful Time, but it 
is but for one Night \ fo he fat down upon the Bed- 
fide, and bad the maid, / think it was^ fetch him up a 
Pint of warm Ale i accordingly the Servant went for 
the Ale r but fome Hurry in the Houfe, which per- 
l^iips, employed her otherways, put it out of hcc 
Head 5 and llie wf nt up no more to him. 

CJ 3 Thi 
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The next Morning feeing no Appearance of the 
(3en(leman, feme Bpdy in (he Houfe asked the Ser- 
vant that had fliewcd hi(n up Stairs, what was be- 
come of him ? She flatted ; Alas fays (he, I never 
thought more ol him : He bad me carry him (ome 
warm Ale, but 1 forgot ; upon which, noc the Maid, 
but fome other Pcrfon, was fcnt up ro fee after him, 
who coming into the Room found hina ftark dead, 
;ind ahnoft cold, ftrerchM out crofs the Bed ; his 
Cloths were pulled off, his Jaw fallen, his Eyes opci) 
in a moll frightful Pollute, the Rug of the Bed being 
grafped hard in one of his Hands; (o that it was plain 
he died foon atrcr the Maid left him, and*tis proba^ 
ble, had Ihc gone up with the Ale, llie had found him 
dead in a few Minutes after he fat down upon the 
Bed. liic Alarm was great in the Houfe, as any 
one may fuppofe, they having been free from the Di- 
flcmper^ till that Diaftcr, which bringing the Infe- 
ction to the Houfe, fpread it immediately to other 
Houfts round about it. I do not remember how ma- 
ny died in the Hcuf? it felf, but I think the Maid 
Servant, who went up firft with him, fell pre* 
fer.tly ill by the Fright, and fcveral others; for where- 
as there died but two in Jflhigton of the Plague the 
Week before, there died 17 the Week after, whereof 
i4 were ot the Plague; this was in the Week from 
the \ii\\o\'J:ily to the i8th. 

There \vas one Sliift that fome Families had, ai.d 
that not a few, when their Houfes happened to be 
iiife&ed, and tLit 'ivih this ; The Families, who in the 
firft breaking out of the Diflernpcr, fled away in- 
to the Country, and had Retreats among their 
Friends, generally found fome or other of their Neigh- 
bours or Relations to commii: the Charge of thofc 
Iloufes to, for the Safety of the Goods, and the like 
Some HoiifvS were indeed, entirely lock'd up, the 
Doors paJh)ckt, the Windows and Doors having 
J)eal-Doards nail'd over them, and only the Infpection 
of tiitm coxiv.itrw'd to the ordinary Watchmen and Pa* 
Ifilli Officers i but chefc were but few. It 
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It was thought that there were not lefs than 
looco Houfes forfaken of the Inhabitants in the 
City and Suburbs, inclucling what was in the Cut 
Pariihes, and in Surre)% or the Side of the Water 
they calVd Southw^^rh This was bclidcs the Numbeis 
of Lodgers, and of particular Pcrfons wlio were 
fled out of other Families •, fo that in all it was com- 
puted that about 200000 People were fled and gone 
in all : But of this I Ihall fpcak again : But I men- 
tion it heie on this Account, namely, that it was a 
Rule with thbfe who had thus two Houfts in their 
Keeping, or Care, that if any Body was taken fick in 
a Family, before the Maft^ r of the Family let the 
Examiners, or any other Officer, know of it, he im- 
mediately would fend all the reft of his Family whe*- 
ther Children or Servants, as it fell out to be, tofuch 
other HouTe which he had fo in Charge, and then 
giving Motice of the lick Perfon to the Examiner, 
have a Nurfe, or Nurfes appointed •, and have ano- 
ther Perfon to be £hut up in the Houfe with them 
( which many for Money would do ) fo to take 
Charge of the Houfe, in cafe the Perfon Ihould die. 

This was in many Cafes the faving a whole Fa- 
mily, who, if they had been Ihut up with the lick 
Perfon, would inevitably have periflaed : But on the 
other Hand, this was another of the Inconveniencies 
of (hutting up Houfes •, for the Apprchenfions and 
Terror of being (hut up, made many run awa)'' with 
the reft ( f the Family, who, tho' it was not publick- 
ly known, and they were not quite lick, had yet . 
the Diftempcr upon them-, and who by having an 
uninterrupted Liberty to go about, but being oblig- 
ed ft ill to conceal tlicir Circumftances, or perhaps 
not knowing it themfclves, gave the Diftemper 
to others, and fprtad the Infeftion in a dreadful 
Manner, as I Ihall explain farther hereafter. 

And here I may be able to make an Obfcrvation 
or two of my own, which may be of ufe hereafter to 
thofe, into whofe Hands this may come, if they 
Ihould ever fee the like dreadful Vifitation. (i,) The 

G 4 la- J 
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Infedion generally came into the Houfes of the Ci- 
tizens, by the Means of their Servants, who, they 
were obliged to fend np and doy/n the Streets for Ne- 
ccllaries, that is to lay, for Food,or Phylick, to Bake- 
houfes,Brew-houfes, Shops, G?c. andwnogoing necef- 
(arily thro' the Stre'^ts into Shops, Markets, and the 
like, it was inipolVible, but that they fliould one way 
or other, meet with diftcmpcred people, who con- 
veyed the fatal Breath into them, and they brought 
it Hiane to tlic Vainilics, to which they belonged. 
(7.) It Was a great Miftake, that fuch a great City 
as this had but one Peft-Houfe^ for had there been, 
iujlcadof (jne Veft-Houfe viz. beyond BmiJAUFieUs^ 
where, at moft, they could receive, peiliaps, 2co or 
:{.oo People ^ Ifay, had there inftead of that one been 
feveral Pcft-lioufes, cyeiy one able to contain a thou, 
faiid People ^'ithout lying two in a Bed, or two Beds 
in a Kocnv,aud h^d every Mafter of a Family, as foon 
as any Servant ctpccially,had bcui taken lick in his 
Houfe, beep obliged to fend them to the next Peft- 
Houfe, if they were willing, as many were, and had 
the Examiners done the like among the poor People, 
when any had been ftrickcn with the Infedion •, 1 
lay, had this been done where the People were wil- 
ling, (not othei wife) and the Houfes not been {hut, 
I am perlwaded, and was all the While of that Opi- 
nion, that not fo many, by feveral Thoufands, had 
died ^ fi.r it was obfcrved, and I could give feveral 
Inftances within the Compafs of my own knowledge, 
*.vhere a Servant had been taken lick, and the Family 
hud eitV er Time to fend them out, or retire from 
the Hpufe, and leave the fick Perfon, as Ibavefaid 
alove^'tht'^T had all been pre ferved^ whereas, when 
upon one, or fnore, f ickninc; in a Family, the Houfe 
has been ihut up, the \vrhole Family have perilhed, 
aiid the Bearers been obliged to go in to fetch out 
the Tei^.d Bodies, i^one beingable to bring theni tq 
the Foor; and at laft none left to do it, 
(r)'phisput it out of Queftion to me, that theCala- 
' * . ' • ^ity 
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niity was fprcad bv Infedtion, that is tolay, bjr fome 
certain Steams, ci i-vimes, which the Phyficiaiis uU 
hj]luvia^ by the Breath, or by the Sweat, or by the 
Stench of the Sores cf the fick Pcrfons, or feme other 
way, perhaps, beyond i ven the Keach of the Phyll* 
cians themrdves, which Ejjluvia atfeiied the Sound, 
who C(jme within certain Diftanccs of the Sit k, im^ 
mediately penetrating the Vital Parts of the faid 
found Perlons^putting their Blood into an immediate 
ferment, and agitating their Spirits to that Degree 
whicli it was found they were agitated ^ and fo thole 
newly infected Perfons communicated it in the fame 
Manner to ethers-, and this I Ihall give fome Iidltti> 
ces of, that cannot but convince thole who ferioully 
coniider it •, and 1 cannot but with fome Woi d.r, 
find fome People, now the CoiUagicn is over, talk of 
its being an immediate Stroke from Heave , without 
the Agency cf Means, having Commiilion to ftri' e 
this and that particular Pcrfon, and none other ^ 
whicli I look upon with Contempt, as tlie Efled of 
manifeft Ignorance and Enthuiialim ^ likewiie the 
Opinion of others, who talk of infctlion being car- 
ried on by the Air only, by carrying with it vaft 
Numbers of Infects, and invisible Creatures, who en- 
ter into the Body with the Breath, or even at the 
Pores with the Air, and there generate, or emit moft 
kccutc Poifons, or poifoncus Ovje, or Eggs, which 
ininglc thcmfelves with the Blood, and fc inftft the 
Body \ a Difcourfc full of learned Simplicity, and 
manifefted to be fo by univerfal Experience*, but 
1 fliall fay more to this Cafe in its Order. 

1 muft here take farther Notice that Nothing was 
more fatal to the Inhabitants of this City, than the 
Supine Negligence of the People themtelves, who 
during the long Notice, or Warning they had of the 
Vifitation, yet made no Provilion for it, by laying 
in Store of Provifions, or of other Ncceflaiies •, by 
which they might have liv'd retir'd, and within 
their own Houfcs, as I have obferved, others did, 

and 
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and who were in a great Mcafure prefcrv'd by that 
Caution^ nor were they, after they were a littlo 
hardened to it fo Ihye of converling with one ano- 
ther, when actually infedted, as they were at firft, 
DO tho* they knew it. 

1 acknowledge 1 was oneof thofc thoughtlefsOnes, 
that had made fo little Provifion, that my Servants 
were obliged to go out of Doors to buy every Trifle 
by Peniiy and Half-penny, juft as before it begun^ 
even till my Experience Ihcwing me the Folly, I 
began to be wifer fo late, that 1 had fcarcc Time to 
ftore my fclf liiflicient for our common Subfiftcnce 
for a Month. 

I had in Family only an antient Woman, that 
managed the Houfe, a Maid-Servant, two Appren- 
tices, and my felf ^ and the Plague bcginnmg to 
cncreafe about us, I had many fad Thoughts about 
what Cgurfe I Ihould take, and how I (hould aft \ 
the many difmal Objedts, which happened every- 
where as I went about the Streets, had filPdmy 
Mind with a great deal of Horror, for fear of the Di^ 
ftcmper it felf, which was indeed, very horrible in 
it fclf, and in fomc more than in others, the fwellings 
which were generally in the Neck, or Groin, when 
they grew hard, ami would not break, grew lb pain- 
ful, that it was equal to the moft exquifite Tor^ 
ture-, and fome not able to bear the Torment, threw 
thtinfelves out at Windows, or (hot themfelves, or 
c.therwife made themfelves away, and I faw fevcral 
dl'inul Objeds of that Kind : Others unable to con* 
taiu tlumfelves, vented their Pain by incefiant 
Hearings, and fuch loud and lamentable Cries were 
to be heard as wc v/alk'd along the Streets, that 
would Pierce the very Heart to think of, efpecially 
when it was to be conlidercd, that the fame dread- 
ful Scourge might be expcfted every Moment to 
feizc upon cur lelves. 

I cannot fay, but that now I began to faint in 
iu my Refolutions, my Heart faiPd me very much^ 

and 
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and forely I repented of my Ralhncfs : When I had 
been out, and met with fuch tenible Thmgsas thcfc 
I have talked of •, I (ay, I repented my Ralhncfs in 
\-enturing to abide in Town : I wilh'd often, that I 
had not taken upon me to Hay, but had gone away 
with my Brother and his Family. 

Terrified by thofe frightful Objefts, I would retire 
Home fometimes, and refolve to go out no more, and 
perhaps, I would keep thofe Refolutions for three or 
four Days, which Time I fpcnt in the moft fcrious 
Thankfulnefs for my Prefervation, and the Prefer- 
vation of my Family, and theconlhnt Confeffion of 
my Sins, giving ray felfup to God every Day, and 
applying to him with Falling, Humiliation, and 
Meditation : Such intervals as 1 had, I employed in 
reading Books, and in writing down my Memoran- 
dums of what occurred tome every Day, and out of 
which, afterwards, I for mbft of this Work as it 
relates to my Obfervations without Doors : What I 
wrote of my private Meditations I referve for pri* 
vate Ufe, and defire it may not be made publick on 
any Account whatever. 

I alfo wrote other Meditations upon Divine Sub- 
jefts, fuch as occurred to me at that Time, and were 
profitable to my felf, but not fit for any other View, 
and therefore I fay no more of that. 

I had a very good Friend, a l^yfician, whofc 
Name was Heath^who I frequently vifited during this 
difmal Time, and to whofe Advice I was very much 
oblig'd for many Things which he direfted me to 
take, by way of preventing the Infeilion when I 
went out, as he found I frequently did, and to hold 
in my Mouth when I was in the Streets ^ he alfo 
came vcty often to fee ftie, and as he was a good 
Chriftian, as well as a good Phyfician, his agreeable 
Converfation was a very great Support to me in the 
worft of this terribe Time. 

It was now the Beginning of Attt^ujf^ and the 
Plague grew very violent and terrible in the Place 

where 
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where I liv'd, and Dr. Heath coming to vifit me, and 
finding that I ventured fo often out in the Streets, 
carnelUy perfwadcd me to lock my felf up and my 
Family, and not to fuffer any of us to go out of 
Uoors^ to keep all our Windows faft, Shutters and 
Curtains clofe, and never to open them -^ but firft 
to make a very ftrong Smoke in the Room, where the 
A^'indow, or Door was to be opened, with Rozen and 
l^itch, Krimftone, or Gunpowder, and the like-, and 
we did tliis for feme Time ; But as I had not laid in 
a Store of ProvHion for fuch a retreat, it was impof- 
fible that wc could keep within Doors entirely-, 
how.ver, I attempted, tho' it was fo very late, to 
do fomtihing towards it ^ and firft, as 1 had Conve- 
nience both for Brewing and Baking, I went and 
bought tv7o Sacks of Meal, and for feveral Weeks, 
having an Oven, we baked all our own Bread ^ alfo I 
bought Malt, and brew'd as much Beer as all the 
Casks I had would hold, and which fecm'd enough 
to Icrve my Houfe for five or fix Weeks-, alfo I laid in 
a C^uantity of Salt-butter and Chejlnre Cheefe -, but I 
[ had no Fk{h-meat, and the Plague ruged fo violent- 
■■■ I7 among the Butchers, and Slaughter-Houfes, on 
the other Side of our Street, where they arc known 
to dwell in great Numbers, that it was notadviC- 
able, fo much as to go over the Street among them. 

And here I mull obferve again, that this Nerelli- 
ty of going out of our Houfcstb buy Provifiors, was 
in a e/eat Meafurc the Ruin of the whole City, for 
the People catchM the Difemper, on thofc Orca- 
lions, one of another, and even the Provifions them- 
felves were often tainted, at lealt I have great Rca- 
fon to believe fo •, and therefore 1 cannot fay with 
Satisfadion what 1 know is repeated with gicat Af- 
furance, that the Market People, and fuch as br(Hight 
Provifions, to Town, were never infedcd ; I am cer- 
tain, the Butchers ot7f7.'frt'-C/jitpeI where the great <: II 
Part of the Flelh-meat was killed, were dreadfully 
vifitecl, and that at laft to fuch a Degree, tlut le\V 
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of their Shops were kept open, and thofc that re* 
main'dof them, kiird their Meat at Mile' End, and 
chat Wayi and brought it to Market upon Horfes. 

However, the poor People cou*d not lay up Provi- 
HonSi and there was a neceflity, that they muft go 
to Market to buy, and others to fend Servants or their 
Children ; and as this was a NeeeiTity which re- 
newed it felf daily ; it brought abundance of un- 
found People to the Markets, and a great many 
chat went thither Sound, brought Death Home wich 
chem. 

It is true, People us*d all poffible Precaution, 
when any one bought a Joint of Meat in the Market, 
they would noc take it oi the Butchers Hand, but 
take it oft of the Hooks thcmfclves. On the other 
Hand, the Butcher would not touch the Money, 
but have it put inco a Pot full of Vinegar which he 
kept for that purpofe. The Buyer carry 'd always 
(mall Money to make up any odd Sum, chat chcy 
might take no Change. They carry *d Bocdes for 
Scenes, md Perfumes in their Hands, and all the 
Means chat could be us*d, were us*d : Bur then chc 
Poor c()u*d not do even thefe things, and they went 
at all Hazards. 

. Innumerable difmal Stories we heard every Day 
on this very Account : Sometimes a Man or Wo- 
man dropt down Dead in che very Markets ; tor ma- 
ny People chat had chc Plague upon them, knew no- 
thing of it; till che inward Gangreen had aftcfted 
cheir Vitals and they dy*d in a few Moments; 
this caus'd, that many died frcqiienclyin that Man- 
ner in the Streets fuddainly, wicnout any warning : 
Ochers perhaps had Time to go to che next Bulk or 
Stall; or CO any Door, Porch, andjuftfic down and 
die, as 1 have faid before. 

Thefe Obj.ds were lb frequent in the Streets, 
that when the Plague came to be very raging, On 
one Side, there waslcarce any pafling by the Streets, 
but chat ieverat dead Bodies would be lying here 
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and there upon the Ground ; on the other hand it is ob-' 
fcrvable, that tho' at firft, the People would flop as they 
wctit along, and call to the Neighbours to come out on 
fuch an Occafion ; yet, afterward, no Notice was ta- 
ken of them ; but that, if at any Time we found a Corps 
lyingf g<> ^I'o'^ the Way, and not come near it; or 
iHn a narrow Lane or Paflage, go back again, and 
fcek fome other Way to go on the Bufinefs we were 
upon ; and in thofc Cafes, the Corps was always left, 
till the Officers had notice, to come and take them 
awav ; or till Night, when the Bearers attending the 
Dead- Cart would take tliem up, and carry them a- 
way : Nor did thofc undaunted Creatures, who per- 
formed thcfc Offices, fail to fearch their Pockets, 
and fometimes ftrip off their Cloths, if they were 
well dreft, as fometimes they were, and carry off 
what they could get. 

But to return to the Markets ; the Butchers took 
that Care, that if any Perfon dy'd in the Market, chey 
had the Offices always at Hand, to take them up 
upon Hand-barrows» and carry them to the next 
Church- Yard ; and this was fo frequent that fuch 
were not entrcd in the weekly Bill, found Dead in the 
Streets or Fields, as is the Cafe now ; but they went 
into the general Articles of the great Diftemper. 

But now the Fury of the Diftemper encreafed to 
fuch a Degree, that even the Markets were but very 
thinly furniihed with Provifions, or frequented with 
Buyers, compairM to what they were before ; and 
the Lord-Mayor caufed the Country-People who 
brought Provilions, to be ftop'd in the Streets lead- 
ing into the Town, and to fit down there with their 
Goodst where they fold what they brought, and 
went immediately away; and this Encouraged the 
Country People greatly to do fo, for they fold their 
Provilions at the very Entrances into the Town, 
and even in the Fields; as particularly in the Fields 
beyond IVhiteChappely in Spittle fields. Note, T'hofe 
Sfreef$ m'H) called Spittle-Fields, Wre then indeed open 
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FieUi : Alfo in Sr. George s-fieldi in Southvoork^ in Butf 
Hill Fields, and in a great Field, calfd IVood'f-Clcfe 
near Ifiingm; thither the Lord-Mayor, Aldermen, 
and Magiftrates, fcnt their Officersand Se^vant^ to 
buy for their Families, thcmfelves keeping withia 
Poors as much as pollible ; and the like did many 
other People ; and afcer this Method was taken, the 
Country People came with great chearfulnefs, and 
brought Provifions of all Sorts, and very feldomgoc 
any harm; which I fuppofe, added alfo to that Re- 
port of their being Miraculoully prcferv'd. 

As for my little Family, having thus as I have 
(aid, laid in a Store of Bread, Butter, Cheefe, and 
Beer, I took my Friend and Phyliciiin's Advice, and 
lock'd my fclf up, and my Family, and reiolv'd to 
fuffer the hardlhip of Living a few MoutJjs without 
FIclh Meat, rather than to purchase it at the ha- 
zard ot our Lives. 

But tho' I confin d my Family, I could not prevail 
upon my unfatisfy'd Curiofity to ftay within entirely 
my felf ; and tho* I generally came frighted and ter- 
rified Hoinc, yet I cou*d not reftrainj only that in- 
deed, I did not do it fo frecjuently as at firlh 

1 had feme little Obligations indeed upon me, to 
go to my Brothers Houfe, which was in Coleman s* 
flreet Parifli, and which he had left to my Care, and 
I went at Hrft every Day, but afterwards only once, 
or twice a Week. . 

In thefe Walks I had many difmal Scenes before 
my Eyes,as particularly of Perfons falling dead in the 
Streets, terrible Shrieks and Skreekings of Women, 
who in their Agonies would throw open their Cham- 
ber Windows, and cry out in a difmal Surprifing 
Manner^ ic is impoilible to defcribc the Variety of 
poftures, in which the PalUons of the Poor People 
would Exprefs thcmfelves. 

PaiUng thro* Token Houfe-Tari in Lothbtiry^ of a 
fudden a Cafement violently opened juft over my 
Head, and a Woman gave three frightful Skreetches, 
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and then ciyM, Ob! Deaths Deaths Death ! in a moll 
illimitable Tone, and which ftruck me with Horror 
and a Chilncfs, in my very Blood. There was no 
Body to be fcen in the wliole Street, neither did 
any other Window open ^ for People had no Curio- 
iity now in any Cafe •, nor could any Body help one 
another •, fo 1 went on to pafs into BclUAllej. 

Jull in Bell-Alley^ on the right Hand ot the Paf- 
fage, there was a more terrible Cry than that, tho' 
it was not fo dircdlcd out at the 'IViudow, but the 
whole Family was in a terrible Fright, and I could 
hear Women and Children run skrcaming about the 
Rooms like diftradtcd, when a Garret Window open- 
ed, and fome body from a Window on the other Side 
the Alley, calPJ and ask'd, What is the Matter ? up- 
on which, from the firft Window it was anfwered, 
ion?, my Old Mafter has hang'i himfdf! The other 
ask'd a^ain, Is he quite dead ? and the iirft anfwer'd, 
Ay^ ay^ quite dead •, quite dead ajtd cold ! This Perfon 
was a Merchant, and a Deputy Alderman, and very 
rich. I care not to mention the Name, tho' I knew 
his Name too, but that would be an Hardfhip to 
the Family, winch is now flouriflung again. 

But, this is but one •, it is fcarce credible what 
dreadful Cafes happened in particular Families eve- 
ry Day-, People in the Rage of the Diftemper, or 
in thcTornient of their Swellings, whicli was indeed 
intoUerablc, nmning out of tlicir own Government, 
raving and diftratted, and oftentimes laying vio- 
lent Hands upon themfelvcs, throwing themlelvcs 
out at iheirWindows, fhootingthemfelves, G^f. Mo- 
thers murthering their own Children, in their Luna- 
cy, fome dying of meer Grief as a PalUon, fome of 
meer Fright and Surprize, without any Infection at 
all ^ oihers frighted into Idiotifm, and foolifti Di- 
ftrattions, fome into difpair and Lunacy •, others in- 
to mell an rholy Madncls. 

The Pain of the Swelling was in particular very 
violent, and to fome intollerable •, the Phyficians 
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and Surgeons may be faid to have tortured ma- 
ny poDr Creatures, even to Death. The Swell* 
lings in feme grew hard, and they apply'd violent 
drawiiig Plaftcrs, or Pultices, to break them^ and 

. if thele did not do, they cut and fcarified them ina 
terrible Manner; In Ibmc, thofe Swellings were 
jnade hard, partl)r by the Force rf the Diltemper, 
and partly by th(.ir being too violently drawn, and 
iverc fo hard, that no Inftrument could cut them, 
and then they burnt them with Caufticks, fo that 
many died raving mad with the Torment \ and 
fon>e in the very Operation. In thefc Diftrefles, 
feme for want of Help to hold them down in their 
Beds, or to look to them, laid Hands upon thcm- 
felvcs, as above. Some broke out into the Streets, 
perhaps naked, and would run dircdlly down to 
the River, if they were net ftopt by the Watchmen, 
or other Officers, and plunge themfclves into the 
Water, wherever they found it. 

It often pierc'd my very Soul to hear the Groans 

' and Crys of thofe who were thus tormented, but of 
the Two, this was counted the moft promiling Parti- 
cular in the whole Infe£lion ^ for, if thcfe Swellings 
could be brought to a Head, and to break and run, 
or as the Surgeons call it, to digeft, the Patient ge- 
nerally recovcr'd •, whereiis thofe, who like the Gen- 
tlewoman's Daughter, were ftruck with Death at 
the Beginning,, and had the Tokens come out upon 
them, often went about indifterent eafy, till a lit- 
tle before they died, and fome till the Moment thev 
dropt down, as in Appoplexies and Epeleplies, is of- 
ten the Cafe •, fuch would be taken fuddenly ve- 
ry lick, and would run to a Bench or Bulk, or any 
convenient Place that offered it felf, or to their own 
Houfes, if poflible, as Iweitttotted before, and there, 
fit down,grow faint and die. This kind of dyingwas 
much the fame, as it was with thofe who die of com* 
mon Mortifications, who die fwoonirg, and as it 
were3 go away in a Dream ^ fuch as died thus, had 
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very little Notice of their being infefled at all, till 
the Gangreen was fpiead thro* their whole Body -, 
nor could Phyficians thcmlclves, know certainly 
how it was with them,till they opened their Breaib^ 
or other Parts of their Bc.dy, and faw the Tokens. 

We had at this Time a great many frightful Sto- 
ries told usofNurfes and Watchmen, who looked 
after the dying People, that is to fay^ hir'd Nurfes, 
who attended infedled People, ufing them barbarouC* 
ly, ftarving them, fmothering them, or by other 
wicked Means, haftening their End, that is to fay, 
murthcring of them : And Watchmen being fet 
to guard Houfcs that were (hut up, when there has 
been but one pcrft^i left, and perhaps, that one ly- 
ing (ick> that they have broke in and murthered 
that Body, and immediately thrown them out into 
the Dead-Cart ! and fo they have gone fcarce cold 
to the Grave. 

I cannot fay, but that fome fuch Murthcrs were 
committed, and I think two were fent to Prifon for 
it, but died before they could be try'd ^ and I have 
heard that three others, at fevcral Times, wereex- 
cufed for Murthers of that kind •, but I muft fay I 
believe nothing of its being fo common a Crime, as 
fpme have lince been pleas'd to fay, nor did it feem 
to be fo rational, where the People were brought fo 
low as not to be able to help thcmlelvcs, for fuch 
feldom recovered, and there was no Temptation to 
commit a Murder, at leaft, none equal to the Faft 
where they were fure Perfons would die in fo Ihort 
a Time-, and could not live. 

That there were a great many Robberies and 
wicked Praftifes committed even in this dreadful 
Time I do. not deny •, tlie Power of Avarice was fo 
ftrong in fome, that they would run any Hazard to 
ftcal and to plunder, and particularly in Houfcs 
where all the Families, or Inhabitants have been 
dead, and carried out, they would break in at all 
Hazards^ wid without Regard to the Danger of In- 
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feftion, talcc even the Cloths off, cf the dead Bodies, 
and theBed-cloaths from others where they la}' dead* 

This^ I/wppo/^, muft be the Cafe of a Family ia 
Houndfiitch^ where a Man and his Daughter, the 
reft of the Family beh% as I fvppofe^ iwried an\tj be* 
fort by the Dead-Cart^ were fotind ftark naked, one 
in one Chamber, and one in another, lying Dead on 
the Floor-, and the Cloths of the Beds, from whence, 
tis fuppbfed they were roU'd off by Thieves, ftoln, 
and carried quite away* 

It is indeed to be obferv'd, that the Women were 
in all this Calamity, the moft rafti, fearlcfs, and AeP^ 
pcrate Creatures -, and as there were vaft K umbers 
that went about as Nurfes, to tend thofc that were 
lick, they committed a great many petty Thieve-* 
ties in the Houfes where they were employed -, and 
feme of them were publickly whipt for it, when 
perhaps, they ought rather to have been hanged 
for Examples •, for Numbers of Houfes were robbed 
on thefe Occafions, till at length, the Parilh Of-* 
ficers were fent to recommend Nurfes to the Sick, 
and always took an Account who it was they fent, 
fo as that they mieht call them to account, if the 
Houfe had been abufed where they were placed. 

But thefe Robberies extended chiefly to Wearing-^ 
Cloths, Linen, and what Rings, or Money they could 
come at, when the Perfon dyed who was under their 
Care, but not to a general Plunder of the Houfes ; 
and I could give an Account of one of thefe Nurfes^ 
who fevcral Years after, being on her Death-bed, 
confefl: with the utmoft Horror, the Robberries fho 
had committed at the Time of het being a Nurfe, 
and by which flie had enriched her felf to a great 
Degree : But as for murthers, I do not find that 
there was ever any Proof of the Fadls, intheirian-* 
ner, as it has been reported, except as above. 

They did tell nle indeed of a Nurfe in one 
place, that laid a wet Cloth upon the Face of a dy^ 
ing Patient, who fhe tended, and fo put an End 
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to his Life, who was juft expiring before : And another 
that fmochcr'd a young Woniaii (he was looking to, 
when fhe was in a fainting He, and would have come 
to her felf : Some that kill'd them by giving them 
one Thing, fomeanocher, and fome llarved them by 
giving them nothing at all : But thefe Stories had two 
Marks of Sufpicion that always attended them, which 
caufcd me always to flight them, and to look on them 
as meer Stories, that People continually trighted one 
another with, (i.) That wherever it was that we 
heard it, they always placed the Scene at the far- 
ther End o^ the Town, oppoHte, or moft remote 
from where you were to hear it : If you heard it in 
IVInte-Chapely it had happened at Sc. Giles\y or at 
IVtftminfteYy or Ho/hrn, or that End ot the Town ; 
it you heard of it at that End of the Town, then 
it was done in JVhite-Chapely or the Minoriesy or about 
Cripp/tgate Pariih : If you heard of it in tue City, 
vhy, then it had happened in Sout/nvark ; and if you 
heard of it in Sout/jwark^ then it was done in the City, 
and the like. 

In the next Place, of what Part foever you heard 
the Story, the Parriculais were always the fame, c(pe- 
cially that of laying a wet double Clout on a dyuig 
Man's Face, and that of fmochcring a young Gentle- 
woman; fo that it was apparent, at lead to my Judg- 
ment, that there was more of Tale than of Truth iu 
thofe Tilings. 

However, I cannot fay, but it had fome Effect up- 
on the People, and particularly that, «.'j Jfaid k- 
forcy they grew more cautious who they took into 
their Hoiifes, and who they truftcd their Lives with; 
and had them always recommended, if they could > 
and where they could not find fuch, for they were 
not very plenty, they applied to the Pariih Of- 
ficers. 

But here again, the Mifery of that Time lay upon 
the Poor, who being infcftcd, had neither Food ot 
Phyfick J neither Pbyfician or Appothccary to afllft 
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them, or Nurfe to attend them : Many of thofc died 
calling tor help, and even for Suft^ nance out at their 
Windows, in a mod miferable and dcplorabk- man- 
ner; biic it muft be added, that when ever the Ca- 
fes of fuch Pcrfons or Famih'cs, were rcpixfuiCcd to 
my Lord Mayor, they always were relieved. 

Ic is true, in fomc Houfcs wliere the People were 
not very poor; yet, where they had fcnt perhaps 
\heir Wives and Children away i and it they had arv 
Servants, they had been difmift ; I fay it is tnie^ that 
to fave the E?cpences, many fueh as thefc <huc 
themfclves \\\ and not having Help, dy'd alone, 

A Neighbour and Acquaintance of mine, having 
fome Money owing to him trom a Shopkeeper in 
li'bite Crofs flreet^ or there abouts, fent his Appren- 
tice, a youth about 1 8 Years of Age, to endeavour 
to get t/)c Money : He came to the Door, and find- 
ing it ilmt, knockt pretty hard, and as he thought, 
heard fomc Body anfwer within, but was not furc. 
So he waited, and atter I'ome ftay knockt again, and 
then a third Time, when he heard ibme Body com- 
ing down Stairs. 

At length the Man of the Houfe came to the Door; 
he had on his Breeches or Drawers, and a yellow 
Flamiel Waficoat,- r.o Stockings, apairof31ipt-Shoes, 
a white Cap on his head ; and as the young Man 
faid, Death in his Face. 

VVhcn he opcn'd the Door, fays he, tvhatdoyou 
dijlurb me thus for i the Boy, tho* a little furpriz'd, re- 
pl>'d, I come from fuch a one^ and my Ma]) er fent me 
for the Money, which he fays you biow of: Very v:ell 
Child, returns the living Ghoft, call as you go by at 
Cripplegate Church, and lid them ring the Bi'l/, and with 
thok Words, (hut the Door again> and went up a- 
gain and Dy'd, The fame Day ; nay, perhaps the 
fame Hour^ This, the young Man told me himfelff 
and J have Reafon to believe it. This was while 
the Pbgue was not come to a Height : I think it 
was in yane ; Towards the latter End of the Month, 
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it muft be before the Dead Carts came about, ^nd 
while they ufed the Ceremony of Ringing the Bell 
lor the Dead, which was over for certain, in that Pa- 
rilK at Icalt, before the Month of Ju/y ; for by the 
^5//; oi ^uly* there died 550 and upward in a Week, 
and then chcy cou'd no more bury in Form, Rich or 
Poor. 

1 have mentioned above, that notwithftanding this 
drcadUil Calamity i yet the Numbers of Thievev^ 
were abroad upon all Occalions, where they had 
toiind any Prey; and that thefc were generally Wo- 
men. Ic was one Morning about 11 a Clock, I 
had walk'd out to my Brothers Houfc in Coleman s- 
y?/ft?/ Pariih, as 1 often did, to fee that all was Safe. 

My Brother's Houfc had a little Court be- 
fore it, and a Brick- Wall with a Gate in it; and 
within that, (evcral Warc*honfes, where his Goods 
otftveral Sorts lay: It happtn'd, that in one of thcfc 
Ware-houfes, were feveral Packs of Womens high- 
Crown'd Hats, which c:^me out of the Country; and 
were, as I fuppofe, for Exportation ; whither I know 
not. 

• I was lurptiz'd that when I came near my Brother's 
poor, which was in a Place they caU'd Sv:an-Alky^ 
ImtOhrec or four Women with Hjgh-crown'd Hats 
on their Meads ; and as I remembred afterwards, 
one, if not more, had fome Hats likewife in their 
Hands : bat as 1 did not fee them come out at my 
Brother's Door, and not knowing that my Brother 
had any fuch Goods in his Warc-houfc, I did not 
offer to fay any Thing to them, but went crofs the 
Way to (lum meeting them, as was ufual to do at 
that Time, for fear of the Plague. But when I came 
nearer to the Gate, I met another Woman with 
more Hats come out of the Gate. What Bufine(s 
Aiijhtfsi faid I, have you had there} There are more 
People there, faid ihe, I have had no more Bufi- 
pcfs there than they. I was hafty to get to the Gate 

then, and faid no morp to h?r ; by which m?ans ili^ 

got 
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got away. But ju/l as I came to the Gate^ I 
faw two more coming crofs the Yard to come out 
with Hats alfo on their Heads, and undci their 
Arms; at which I threw the Gate too behind me, 
which having a Spring Lock faflcned it fdf >* and 
turning to the Women, torfooth faid I, what are 
ye doing here? and feiz'd upon the Hats, and took 
them from them. One of chem, who I contcfs, 
did not look like a Thief. Indeed /ays ihC) wc are 
wrong ; but we were told, they were Goods that 
had no Owner ; be p!eas*d to take them again, and 
look yonder, there are more fuch Cuftomers as we : 
She cry'd and look'd pitifully,* fo I took the Hats 
from her, and opened the Gate, and bad them be 
gone, for I pity*d the Women indeed ; But when I 
look'd towards the Ware-houfe, as (he dire^cd, 
there were fix or feven more all, Women, fittmg them- 
felves with Hats, as unconcerned and quiet) as if 
they had been at a Hatters Shop, buying for their 
Money. 

I was furpriz^d, not at the Sight of fo manyThicvcs 
only, but at the Circumftances I was in; being now 
to thnift my fclf in among fo many People, who for 
(omc Weeks, had been fo fliyc of my felf, that if I met 
any Body m the Street, I would crofs the Way 
from them. 

They were equally furprizM, tho' on another Ac- 
count : They aU told me, they were Neighbours, 
that they had heard anyone might take them, that 
they were no Bodies Goods, and the like. 1 talk't 
jbig to them at tirfl ; went back to the Gate, and 
took out the Key \ fo that they were all my Prifc- 
ncrs; threaten*d to Lock them all into the Warc- 
houfe, and go and fetch my Lord Mayor's Officers 
for them, 

They beg'd heartily, protefted they found the 
Gate open, and the Ware-houfe Door open; and 
that it had no doubt been broken open by fome, 
who expeftcd to find Goods of greater Value; 
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which indeed, was reafonablc to believe, bccaufcthc 
Lock was broke, and a Padlock that hung to the 
Door on the out (idc alfo loofe ; and not abundance 
of the Hats carry 'd away. 

At length I confiderd, that this was not a Time 
to be, Cruel and Rigorous; and belides that, it 
would ncced'arily oblige me to go much about, to 
have fcvcra! People come to me, and I go to fevcral, 
whofc Circumftanccs of Health, I knew nothing of ; 
and that even, at this Time the Plague was fo high, 
as that there dy'd 4000 a Week ; fot-hat in ihowing 
my Rcfentmcnt, or even in leeking Juftice for my 
Brother's Goods, I might lofe my own Life ; fo I 
contented my fclf, wich taking the Names and Places 
where fomc of them lived, who were really Inhabit 
tants in the Neighbourhood; and threatning that 
my Brother fliould call them to an Accoimt for it, 
when he return'd to his Habitation. 

Then I talk'd a little upon anocher Foot with 
them ; and ask*d them how they could do fuch Things 
as thefe, in a Time of fuch general Calamity ; and 
as it were, in the Face of Gods mod dreadful Judg- 
ments, when the Plague was at their very Doors ; 
and it may be in their very Houfes ; and they did net 
know, bur that the Dead-Cart might llop at their 
Doors in a few Hours, to carry them to their Graves. 

I cou'd not perceive that my Difcourfe made much 
Impreffion upon them all that while; till it happened, 
that there came two Men of the Neighbourhood, 
hcarmgof the Difturbance, and knowing my Brother, 
ifor they had been both dependants upon his Family, 
and they came to my Afliftance: Thefe being as I ' 
faid Neighbours, prefently knew three of the Wo- 
men, and told me who they were, and where they 
liv'd \ and itfecms, they had given me a true Account 
of tliemfelves before. 

This brings thefe two Men to a farther Remem- 
brance: The' Name of one was John Haywardy who 
was at that Time under-Sexton, gf the PariihofSc. 
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Siiphen Coleman finet \ by under Sexton, was under- 
nooUac chac Time Grave-digger and Bearer of the 
Pead. This Man carry 'd or aiUfled tp carry 
all the Dead to. their Graves, which were bury a 
in that large Parifb) and who were carried in Form ; 
and after that Form of Burying was ftopt, went with 
the Dead Cart and the Bel), to fetch the dead Bodies 
from the Houfes where they lay,, and fetched many 
of them out of the Chambers and Houfes ; for the 
Parilhwas, and is Aill remarkable, particularly above 
all the Parilhcs in London^ for a great Number of AN 
leys, andThorough fares very long,inco which no Carts 
cou'd come, and where they were obliged to go and 
fetch the Bodies a very long Way ; which Alleys now 
remain to Witnefs it; fuch as IVbites-Alley^ Crofs-Kej" 
Court, Siuan-A/ky, Bell-AUeyy White- Horfe- Alley, and 
many more: Here they went with a kind of Hand- 
Barrow, and layM the Dead Bodies on it, and car- 
ry'd them out to the Carts j which work he perform* 
ed, and never had the Diftemper at all, but liv'd 
above 20 Year after it, and was Sexton of the PariQi 
to the Time of his Death. His Wife at the fame, time 
was a Nurfe to infected People, and tended many 
that died in the Panfli, being for her honefty recom- 
mended by the Parifli Officers, yet (lie never was in- 
feftcd neither. 

He never ufed any Prefervativeagainft thelnfefti- 
on» other than holding Garlick and Rue in his Mouth, 
and fmoaking Tobacco ; this I alio had from his 
own Mouth ; and his Wife's Remedy was walhing 
her Head in Vinegar, and fprinkling her Head-Cloths 
fo with Vinegar, as to keep them always Moift ; and 
if the fmcll of any of thofclhc waitd on was more 
than ordinary Oftenfive, (he fnuft Vinegar up her 
Nofc, and fprinkled Vinegar upon her Head-Cloths, 
and held a Handkerchief wetedwith Vinegar to her 
Mouth. 

It inuft be confeft, that tho' the Plague was chjcf* 
ly among the Poor j yet» were the Poor the moft 
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Venturous and Fearlefs of it, and went about their 
Employment^ with a Sort of brutal Courai^e; I mull 
call it fo> for it was founded neither on Religion or 
Prudence ; fcarfc did they ufe any Caution, but run 
into any BuJincfs, which they conld get Employment 
in^ tho' it was the moil hazardous ; fuch was that of 
tending the Sick> watching Houfes (hut up, carrying 
infcded Pcrfons to the Pelt-Houfe ; and which was 
lUll worfe, carrying the Dead away to their Graves. 
It was under this Jo/jn Haywnrd's Care, and within 
his Bounds, that the Story of the Piper, with which 
People have made themfclvcsfo merry, happened, and 
he artur*d me that it was true. It is faid, that it was 
a blind Piper ; but as John told me, the Fellow was 
not blind, but an ignorant weak poor Man, and ufual- 
ly Walked his Rounds about lo a Clock at Night, 
and went piping along from Door to Door, and the 
People ufually took him in at Public Houfes where 
they knew him, and would give him Drink and Vid* 
uals, and fometimes Farthings; and he in Return, 
would Pipe and Sing, and talk fimply, which divert- 
ed the People, and thus he liv*d : It was but a very 
bad Time for this Diver/ion, while Things were as 
I have told ; yet the poor Fellow went about as ufual, 
but was almoft ftarv'd ; and when any Body ask'd 
how he did, he would anfwcr, the Dead Cart had 
not taken him yet, but that they had promifed to call 
for him next Week- 
It happcn'd one Night, that this poor Fellow, whe- 
whctlier fome body had given him too much Drink or 
no, John Hayward faidf he had not Drink in his 
Hoiiic ; but that they had given him a little more Vict- 
uals than ordinary at a Public Houfe in Colemaufireet \ 
and the poor Fellow having not ufually had a Belly- 
full, or perhaps not a good while, was laid all along 
upon the Top of a Bulk or Stall, and faft a flcep at a 
Door, in the Street near LonJon-lFaU, towards Cr///>/^ 
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gate, and chac upon the fame Bulk or Stall, the Peo- 
ple of fome Houfe, in the Alley cf which the Houfe 
was a Corner, hearing a Bell, which they always 
rung before the Cart came, had laid a Body really 
dead of the Plague jull by him, thinking too, that 
this poor Fellow had been a dead Body as the other 
was, and laid there by fome of the Neighbours. 

Accordingly when John Hayward with his Bell and 
the Cart came along, finding two dead Bodies lie up- 
on the Stall they took them up with the Inftrument 
they ufcd, and threw them into the Cart; and all 
this while the Piper flept foundly. 

From hence they palfcd along, and took in o* 
ther dead Bodies, till, as honcft John Hayward told 
me, they almofl hurried him alive, in the Cart, 
yet all this While he (lept foundly; at length the 
Cart came to the Place where the Bodies were to be 
thrown into the Ground, which, as I do remember, 
was at Mount-mill I and as the Cart ufually ftopt fome 
Time before they were ready to (hoot out the melan- 
cholly Load they had in it, as foon as the Cart flop'd, 
the Fellow awaked, and ftruggled a little to get his 
Head out from among the dead Bodies, when railing 
himfeU up in tbe Cart, he called out. Hey ! where am 
Ji This frighted the Fellow that attended about the 
Work, but after fome Paufe ^ohn Haywavd xccovcxing 
himfcif faid. Lord blefs tn. Tthere^sfo7tte Body in the Cart 
not quite dead! So another call'd to him and faid, ^/;a 
are you ? the Fellow anfwered, / am the foot Piper. 
IVhere am U Where are you ! fays Hay ward ; why^ you 
are in the Dead-Cart , and we are a going to huryyou* But 
I an^t dead tho\ am I? fays the Piper ; which made 
them laugh a little, tho* as John faid, they were hear 
tily frighted at firft ; fo they help'd the poor Fellow 
down, and he went about his Bufinefs. 

I know the Story goes, he fet up his Pipes in the 
Cart, and frighted the Bearers, and others, fo that 
they ran away ; but John Hayward did not tell the 
•Vcory fo, nor lay any Thing oi his Piping at all ; but 
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that he was a poor Piper, and that he was carried 
away as above 1 am fully iatisfied of the Truth of* 

Ic is to be noted here, that the Dead Carts in the 
City were not not confined to particular Pariflies, but 
one Cart went thro* feveral Pariihes, according as the 
K umbers of Dead prefcntcd ; nor were they ty'd to 
carry the Dead to their refpeftive Pariflies, but ma- 
ny of the Dead, taken up in the City, were carried 
lo the Burying Ground in the Out-parts, for want 
of Room* 

1 have already mentioned the Surprize, that this 
Judgment was at firll among the People, I muft 
ue allowed to give fome of my Obfervations on the 
more ferious and religious Part, Surely never City, 
at lead, of this Bulk and Magnitude, was taken in 
a Condition fo perledtly unprepared for luch a dread- 
ful Viiit;ition, whether I am to fpcak of the Civil 
Preparations, or Religious ; they were indeed, as 
if rhey had had no Warning, no Expectation, no Ap- 
prehenlions, 'and confequently the leaft Provifion ima* 
ginable, was made for it in a publick Way ; for Ex- 
ample. 

The Lord Mayor and Sheriffs had made no PrO' 
vifion as Magiftratcs, for the Regulations which 
were to be oblcrved ; they had gone into no Mea- 
furts for Relief of the Poor. 

The Citizens had no publick Magazines, or Store- 
Houfcs for Corn, or Meal, for the Subiiiience of the 
Poor; whicii, it they had provided themfelves, as in 
fuch Cafes is done abroad, many mifcrable Families, 
who were now reduc'd to the utmoft Diftrefs, would 
have been relieved, and ihat in a better Manner, than 
now could be done. 

The Srcck ot the City's Money, I can fay but little 
to, the Chamber oi London was (aid to be exceeding 
xuz)m and it may be concluded, that they were fo, 
by the vaft Sums of Money iifued from thence, in the 
tc-buildijig the publick Edifices after the Fire of Lon- 
Joi^ iiiid jn Building new Works> fuch as, for the 
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firft Part, the Guild Hall, BlacktvellHall, Part of Lea- 
Jen Hall J Half the Exchange, the Sefjion-Hcufey thcCcmp* 
ter J the Prilons of Ludgate^ Newgate^&c, feveral of the 
Wharfs, and Scairs, and Landing-places on the Ri- 
ver i all which were cither burnt down or damaged 
by the great Fire of London, the next Year after the 
Plague 5 and of the fccond Sort, the Monument, F/eet^ 
ditch with its Bridges, aud the Hofpital of Bcthtem^ or 
Bedlam, &c. But poflibly the Managers of the City's 
Credit, at that Time, made more Confcience of break- 
ing in upon the Orphan's Money, to (hew Charity 
to the diftrefs'd Citizens, than the Managers in the 
following Yeats did, to beautify the City, and, re- 
edify the Buildings, tho'in the rirft Cafe, the Lofers 
would have thought their Fortunes better beftow'd, 
and the Publick Faith of the City have been lefs fub- 
jeftcd to Scandal and Reproach. 

It muft be acknowledged that the abfent Citizens, 
who, tho* they were fled for Safety into the Coun- 
try, were yet greatly interefted in the Welfare of thofc 
who they left behind, forgot not to contribute li- 
berally to the Relief of the Poor, and large Sums 
were alfo collected among Trading- Towns in the re- 
moted Parts of oi England \ and as I have heard alfo, 
the Nobility and the Gentry, in all ^dixtsoi England^ 
took the deplorable Condition of the City into their 
Confideracion, and fenr up large Sums of Money in 
Charity, to the Lord Mayor and Magiftrates, for 
the Relief of the Poor \ the King alfo, as I was toldi 
ordered a thoufand Pounds a Week to be diftribut* 
ed in four Parts ; one Qturter to the City and Li- 
berties of H^eflminfler : one Quarter, or Part, among 
the Inhabitants of the Soufhwark Side of the Water ; 
one Quarter to the Liberty and Parts within, of the 
City, cxclufivc of the City, within the Walls; and, 
one fourth Part to the Suburbs- in tlie County of 
MM^yi'x, and the Ea!l and North Parts of the Ci- 
ty ; But this latter I only fpeak of as a Report.-.^ . 
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Certain it is^ the grcateft Part of the Poor, or Fa* 
milics, who formerly liv'd by their Labour, or by 
Recail*Tradc, \iv*d now on Charity ; and had there 
noc been prodigious Sums of Money given by chari- 
table, well-minded ChriftianSj for the Support of 
fuch, the Cicy could never have fubfifted. There 
were, no Qucftion, Accounts kept of their Chari- 
ty i and of the jufl Diftribution of it by the Magi- 
ftrates ; But as fuch Mulitudes of thofe very Officers 
died, thro' whofe Hands it was diftributed; and al- 
io that, as I have been told, mod of the Accounts 
of thofe Tilings were loft in the great Fire which 
happened in the very next Year, and which burnt c- 
ven the Chamberlain's Office, and many of their 
Papers ; fol could never come at the particular Ac- 
count, which 1 ufed great Endeavours to have feen* 

It may, however, be a Direftion in Cafe of the 
Approach of a like ViHtation, which God keep the 
City from ; I fay, it may be of ufe to dbfervc 
that by the Care of the Lord Mayor and Aldermen, 
at that Time, in diftributing Weekly, great Sums 
ot Money, for Relief of the Poor, a Multitude of 
People, who would other wife have periflied, were 
relieved, and their Lives prefcrvd. And here let 
inc enter into a brief State of the Cafe of the Poor 
at that Time, and what Way apprehended from them, 
from whence may be judg'd hereafter, what may be 
expeded, if the like Diflrefs fliould come upon the 
City. 

At the Beginning of the Plague, when there was 
now no more Hope, but that the whole City would 
be viHted, when, as I have faid, all that had Friends 
or Eftates in the Country, retired with their Fami- 
lies, and when, indeed, one would liave thought 
the very City it felt was running out of the Gates, 
and that there would be no Body left behind. You 
may be fuie, from that Hour, all Trade, except fuch 
as related to immediate Subliftence, was, as it were, 
ac a full Stop. 
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This is fo lively a Cafe, and contains in it fo much 
of the real Condition of the People ; that I thinks 
1 cannot be too particular in it ; and therefore I defcend 
to the fcveral Arrangements or Clafl'es of People, who 
fdll into immediate Didrefs upon this Occalion : Foe 
Example, 

1. All Mafter irorkmen in ManufaSures -^ efpechlly 
fticb ai belojig'd to Ormment^ and the lefs havjjliry 
Parti of the Ftople drefs Cloths and Funiiture for Hon- 
fes\ fxich as Riband Weavers^ and other Heavers-^' 
Gold and Silverlace'inakersj and Gold and Siherwyer^ 
drawers^ Seemjfrejjh^ MilknerSj Shoe-makers^ Hat-ma^ 
kers and Glove-mahrs : Alfo Upholdjlerers^ Joynersy Ca^ 
binet'WakerSy Looking-glafs-niakers '^ and innmnerablc 
Trades which depeyid upon fuch as thefe ^ I fay t1)e Ma- 
fic r jrorkmen in fuch y ft opt their U'ork^ difmift their 
Journeymen^ and W^orhnen^ and all their Dtpendants. 

2. As Mevchandiz^wg was at a full ft' py for very few Shifs 
ventured to come up the River ^ and none at all wm otu ;fo 
all the extraordinary Officers of the Cnflitnes^ liheivife the 
IVatermenyCarmeny Porter Sy and all the Poor ywhofe Labour 
depended upon the Merchants^ w:re at once difmijl^ and 
put out of Bu/lnefs. 

3. An the Iradef men ufually employ* J in building or reparg-' 
ing of Houfesy were at a full Stop, for the People were Jar 
from wanting to build HoufeSy when fo many thoufand 
Houfes ivere at once ftript of their Inhabitants ;fo that this 
one Article turnd all the ordinary tVork-men of that 
Kind out of Bufinefs \ fuch as Brick'layers, AJafonSy Gir- 
pentersy JoynerSy PlaJlererSy FainterSy GlazJers, Smiths^ 
Plumbers ; and all the Labourers depending on fuch. 

4. As Navigation was at a Stop ; our Ships neither coming 
ifiy or going out as before ;fo theSeamen were all out ofEm^ 

phymenty and many of them in t/je lajl and lowejl Degree 
of Diftrefs^ and with the Seaweny were all the Jeve'' 
ral TradifmeUy and IVorhnen belonging to and depend^ 
ing upon the buildings and fitting out of Ships j fuch as 
Ship Carpenters^ Caulkers, Rope makers. Dry* Cooper* y 
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Sail'tnakers^ Anchor* Smiths^ and other Smit hi i BIdh 
makers^ Carvers^ Gun Smiths^ Ship-Chandlers^ Shif^- 
Carvers and the like; ^fhe Majlen oj thife pah.ipi 
mi^ht live upon their Subjlance ; btit the 'Trade) s auo v 
Univerfally at a Stop^ anJ confequently all tLir IVovl- 
men difcharged : Add to th^fe^ that the River was in a 
numner mthout Boats, and all or moft pa>t oj the UAi- 
termen^ Lighter wen, Boat Guilders, and Lighter- but l- 
ders in like manner idle^ and laid by. 
5. All Families retrenched their living as much as pojfjble^ 
as well thofe that fled, as thofe that Jtay'd ; fo that an in- 
numerable Alaltitiule of Footmen, ferving Men, Shop- 
keepers^ Journey vten, Alerchants- Book-keepers, aiui 
ftich Sort of People, and efpecially poor Maid Servams 
were turnd off, and lejt Friendltjs and HJplejs without 
Employment, and without Habitation ; and this ii'<ii 
really a dtjmal Article* 

I might be more particular as to this Part : Euc 

r it may fufficc to mention in general 5 all Trades be- 

I ingftopt, Employment ceafcd ,• the Labour, <»nd by 

I that, the Bread of the Poor were cut off i and at firll 

I indeed, the Cries ot the poor were moft lamentable to 

j hearj tho' by the Diiiributioii ot Charity, their 

I Mifery that way was greatly abated : Many indeed 

fled into the Countries ; butthoufands of them hzAw^, 

ftayM in London, t\\ nothigg but Defperation fent 

rhcm away; Death overtook them on the Road, anJ 

they ferv*d for no better than the MeiTengers of Death, 

indeed, others carrying the Infeftion aloi.ti with them ) 

fpreading it very unhappily into the remoteft Parts ot 

the Kingdom. 

Many ot thefe were the mifcrable ObjedsofDK- 
pair which I have mcntionM before, and were re- 
moved by the Deflrudion which followed ; tlicfc 
might be faid to perifli, not by the Infcftion it fclf, 
but by the Confequencc ot it ; i!uieed, namely, by 
lounger and Diftrefs, and the Want of all Things; 

j^jng without Lodging, without Money, without 

Friends, 
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FriendSi without Means to get their firead, or with- 
out any one to give it thenii for many of them were 
without what we call legal Settlements, and io could 
not claim of the Parifhes^ and all the Support they 
had} was by Application to the Magiflrates tor Relief) 
which Relief was, (to give thcMagiflratcsthcir IDu^) 
carefully and chearfuliy adminiAredi as they found it 
neccfl'ary ; and thofe that flay'd behind never felt the 
Want and Diftrefs of that Kind, which they felt, 
ivho went away in the manner above-noted. 

Let any one who is acquainted with what Multi- 
tudes of People, get their daily Bread in this City by 
their Labour, whether Artificers or meer Workmen j 
I fay, let any Man confider, what muft bethe mife* 
table Condition of tiiis Town, if on a fudden, they 
Ihould be all turned out of Employment, that La- 
bour fliould ceafc, and Wages for Work be no more. 

This was tiie Cafe with us at that Time, and had 
not the Sums of Money, contributed in Charity by 
well difpoled People, of every Kind, as well abroad 
as at home, been prodigioufly great, it had not been 

in the Power of the Lord Mayor and Slieriffs, to 
have kept the Publick Peaces nor were they without 
Apprehenfions as it was, that Defparation ihould pulh 
the People upon Tumults, and caufe them to rifle the 
Houfcs of rich Men, and plunder the Markers of Provi- 
fions; in which Cafe the Country People, who brought 
Provifions very freely and boldly to Town, would ha' 
been terrified from coming any more, and the Town 
would ha' funk under an unavoidable Famine* 

But the Prudence of my Lord Major, and ihc 
Court of Aldermen within the City, and of the Jii- 
ftices of Peace in the Out-parts was fuch, and they 
were fupported with Money from all Parts fo well, thac 
the poor People were kept quiet, and their Wants eve- 
ry where relieved, as far as was poffible to be done- 
Two Things, befides this, contributed to prevent 
the Mob doing any Mifchief: One was that really 
the Rich themfelves had not laid up Stores of Provi- 

I flODS 
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lions in their Houfcs, as indeed, they ouglit to have 
done, and which it they had been w^fc enough to have 
done, and locked thcmlclvcs entirely up, as (omc few 
did, they had perhaps efcapcd the Difeafe better : But 
as ic appea/d they had nor, fo the Mob had no No- 
tion otfi.iding Scores of Provilions there, if they had 
broken in, as it is plain they were fometimes very 
near doing, and which, if they had, they had finiiU'd 
tlie Ruin of the whole City, tor there were no regu- 
lar Troops ro ha* withftood thenv, nor could the 
Traiiid-Dands have been brought together to defend 
the City, no Men being to be found to bear Arms. 

line the Vigilance of the Lord Mayor, and fugh 
Ivlagiilratcs as could be had, for fomc, even of the Al- 
cicrmen were Dead, and fomc abfent, prevented this i 
and they did it by the moft kind and gentle Me- 
thods they could think of, as particularly by re- 
lieving the moft defperate with Money, and putting 
others into Bufinefs, and particularly that Employ- 
ment of watching Hoiifes that were infefted and Unit 
up ; and as tlie Number of thefe were very great, for 
ic was faid, tiiere was at one Time, ten thoufand 
Houfcs ihuc up, and every Houfe had two Watchmen 
to guard ic, vi7. one by Night, and the other by 
Day J this gave Opportunity to employ a very great 
Nnmber of poor Men at a Time. 

The Women, and Servants, that were turned oft 
from their Piaces, were liliewife employed as Nurfts 
^o tend the Sick in all Pkces ; and this look off a ve- 
ry great Number of them. 

And, which tho' a melancholy Article iii itfelf, 
yet was a Deliverance in its Kind, namely, the 
Plague which raged in a dreadful Manner from the 
Middle oi Augujl to the Middle of October^ carried oft 
in that 'J'ime thirty or forty Thou(and ot thele very 
People, which had they been left, would certainly 
have been an unfuifcrable Burden, by their Poverty, 
that is to fay ^ the wliolc City could not have fupporc- 

«d the txpcacc of theuj> oi: have provided Food for 

ihcm; 
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them ; and they would in Time have been even dri- 
ven to the NecclTity of plundering cither the City it 
felt, or the Country adjacent, to have fubfiAed chcm* 
felves, which would firlt or laft, have put the whole 
Nation, a well as the City, into the utmoft Terror 
and Confufion. 

It was obfcrvable then, that this Calamity of the 
People made theiti very humble ; for now, for about 
nine Weeks together, there died near a thoufand a- 
Day, one Day with another, even by the Account 
of the weekly Bills, which yet I have Realon to 
be aflur'd m:ver gave a full Account, by many thou- 
failds i the Confufion being fuch, and the Carts work- 
ing in the Dark, when they carried the Dead, that in 
fomc Places no Account at all was kcpr, but they 
worked on J the Clerks and Sextons not attendirt? for 
Weeks together, and not knowing what Number they 
tarried. This Account is veriried by the following 
Bills of Mortality, 

Of all Dif cafes* Of the Tk^ue* 

Aug. 8 to Aug* 15 — 5319 > 3SSa 

. to 22 ^ 5568 ' 4237 

to 29 •— 7496 ' 6102 

^^^^ "^ to 12 - 7690 ^ . <5544 

to 19 — §297 ■ 716$ 

to 26 — 64c o — -I 553^ 

Sept. 2^ to (?i7, 3 — $720 . 4929 

to 10 — 5C)6S — 4227 

59S70 49705 

So that the Grofs of the People were carried off in 
thefe two Months; for as the whole Number which 
was brought in, to die of the Plague, wasbut(585j?(i 
here, is fifty thoufand of them, within a Trifle, in 
two Months; I (ay ;oooo, becaufe, as there wanes 
295 in the Number above, fo there warns two Days 
of two Months, in the Account of Time. 

Now when, I fay, that the Parifli Ofllccrs did not 
give in a full Account, or were not to be depended 
^»pon for their Account, let any one but confidcr hov; 

I 2 Men 
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Men could be exaft in fuch a Time of dreadful Di- 
ftrcls, and when many ot them were taken lick them-* 
iclves, and perhaps died in the very Time when their 
Accounts were to be given in, I mean the Parifli* 
Clerks; bcfides inferior Officers; for tho* thefe poor 
Men vcniuredataii Hazards, yet they were far from 
being exempt from the common Calamity, cfpecially, 
if it be truc,thac the Parifli oi Stepney had within the 
Year, one hundred and (i.\ teen Sextons, Grave-diggers^ 
and their Alfiftants, that is to fay. Bearers, Bell-men, 
and Drivers ok Carts, for carrying off the dead Bodies. 

Indeed the Work was not of a Nature to allov/ 
them Leifure, to take an exaft Tale of the dead Bo- 
dies, which were all huddled together in the Dark 
into a Pit ; which Pit, or Trench, no Man could 
come nigh, but at the utmoft Peril. I obferv'd of- 
ten, that in tlie Parifhes of Algate^ and CripplegatCy 
U^j'ite Chappel and Stepmy^ there was five, fixi feven, 
and eight hundred in a Week, in the Bills, whereas 
if we may believe the Opinion of thofe that liv'd in 
the City, all the Time, as well as I, ther«died fome- 
times 2000 a- Week in thofe Pariflics; and I faw it 
under the Hand of one, that made as ftrid an exa- 
mination into that Part as he could, that there realfy 
died an hundred thoufand People of the Plague, in 
it that one Year, whereas the Bills, the Articles of 
the Plague, was but 68590- 

If 1 may be allowed to give my Opinion, by what 
1 faw with my Eyes, and heard from other Pcopl^^ 
that were E)e Witncifcs, I do verily believe the fame, 
O'/i. that there died, at leaft, 1 00000 of the Plague 
only* befides ocher Diflcmpers, and befides thofe 
-which died in the Fields, and High-ways, and fe- 
cret Places, out of the Compafs of the Communica- 
tion, as it was called; and who were not put down in 
the Bills, tho* they really belonged to the Body of 
the Inhabitants* It was known to us all, that abun- 
dance of poor difpairing Creatures, who had the 
DiAcmpei: upon them, and were grown ftupid, or 

5UC- 
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melancholly by their Mifery, as many were, wan- 
dred away into che Fields, and Woods, and into de- 
cree uncouth Places, almoft any where to creep into 
a Bafli^ or Hedge, and DIE. 

The Inhabitants of the Villages adjacent would in 
Pity, carry them Food, and fet it at a Diftance, that 
they might fetch it, if they were able, and iometimes 
they were not able ; and the next Time they went, 
they fliould find the poor Wretches lie dead, and the 
Food untoucii'd* The Number ot thcfe miferable Ob- 
jefts were many, and I know fp many that perifli'd 
thus, and fo exa<^]y where, that I believe I could go 
to the vcrv Place and dig their Bones up ftilli for the 
Country People would go and dig a Hole at a Di- 
ilance from them, and then with long Poles, and 
Hooks at the End of them, drag the Bodies into thcfp 
Pits, and then thro' the Earth in Form as far as they 
could call it to cover them ,• taking notice how the 
Wind blew, and fo coming on that Side which the Sea- 
men C4I Wo- /^/W-mjr^, that the Scent of the Bodies 
might blow from them ; and thus great Numbers 
went out of the World, who were never known or 
any Account of them taken, as well within the Bills 
of Mortality as without* 

This indeed I had/ in the main, only from the Re- 
lation of Qthers ; for I feldom walk'd into the Fields^ 
except iowards Bednal-green and /Z/ciw^;^ ; or as here* 
after: But when I did walk I always law a great ma- 
ny poor Wanderers at a Diftance, but I could know 
little of their Cafes; for whether it were in the Street, 
or in the Fields, if we had feen any Body coming, it 
\yas a general Method to walk away i yet I believe 
the Account iscxadly true. 

As this puts me upon mentioning my \vall;ing; 
the Streets and Fields, I cannot omit taking no* 
tice what a defolate Place the City was at that 
Time: The great Street I liv'd in, which is knowu 
to be one of the * broadeft of all the Streets of Lon* 
don. 1 mean of the Suburbs as well as the Liber- 

I 3 ticsi 
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tics ; all the Side where the Butchers lived, efpecial- 
ly witliout the Bars was more like a green Field 
than a paved Street, and the People generally went 
in the middle with the Horfcs and Carts: It is true, 
that the tarchcft End towards IVbite-C/mppel Church, 
was not all pav'd, but even the Part that was pav'd 
was full ot' Grafs alfo ; but this need not feem (Irange 
llnce the j^'ieat Streets within the City, fuch as Lea- 
iliu hall Stiea, E^jhopji^ate-StYttt, Coruhill^ and even the 
H\chai'ge it fcU, had Grafs growing in tliem, in fe- 
vcral Plaecs ; neither Cart or C^^ach w^ere fecn in the 
bticct.^ from Morning to Flvening, except fome Coun- 
try Carts to bring Roots and Beans, or Peafe, Hay 
and Suaw, to the Marker, and rhofe but very fcw^ 
compared to what was ufual : As for Coaches they 
wcie fcaice i;fcd, but to carry fick People to the pell- 
lloi:lc, arid to other HofpitaUi and fome few to carry 
Ph^ficians to fuch Places as they thought fit to ven- 
ture ro vifit; for really Coaches were dangerous things, 
ar.d People did not Care to venture into them, bccaufc 
they did nor know who might have been carried in 
irhciu la!l ; and lick infedcd People were, ^i i hav: 
/./.'./, ordinarily carried in them to the Pefl-Houfcs, 
j,{\d iometimcs People expired in them as they wei:t 

AiOllg. 

U is true, wlicn the Infeftion came to fuch a Ilciglic 
as 1 lia\ e now mentioned, there were very few Phyli- 
ciaiis, which ear'd to flir abroad to (ick Houfcs, and 
very many of the moft eminent of the Faculty were 
dead as well as the Surgeons alfo, for now it was in- 
iiceu a difmal time, and for about a Month together, 
not taking any Notice of the Bills of Mortality, I be- 
lieve there did not die lefs than x joo or 1700 a- Day, 
9ftc Day with another. 

Oneof tho worft Days we had in the whole Time, 
as 1 thought; vv:is in the Beginning oi September, when 
indeed ^ood People began to think, that God was 
idulved to m;!l:c a f^Il End of the People in this ini- 

f*crab!c Cry. This was at that Time when the 

Plague 
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Plague was fully come into tlic Eaftcrn Pariflies : The 
Pariili of 4/^/1/^, ifl may give my Opinion buiicd above 
a thoufand a \Vcck for two Weeks, the* the bills did 
not fay fo many i but it furroundcd mc at (6 difmal a 
rate, that there was not a Houfc in twenty uninfeded ,• 
in the Mmries, in Houndfdiicb^ and in tliofc Parts oi Al- 
gate Parifh about tlizButcher- Row. and the Alleys over a- 
ganift me, I fay in thofe placcsDeath reij^ned in every 
Corner. IF/jite Chapel Parifli was in the lame Condi- 
tion, and tho'muc hlefs than the Parifli I liv'd in ; yet 
bury'd near Coo a Week by the Bills ; and in my Opi- 
nion, near twice as many ; whole Families, and indeed, 
whole Streets of Familcs were fwepc away together; 
infomuch, that it was frequent tor Neij^hbours to call 
to the Bellman, to go tofuchand inch Houfcs, and- 
fetch out the People, for that they were all Dead. 

And indeed, the Work of removing the dead Bo- 
dies by Carts, was now grown fo very odious and 
dangerous, that it was complain'd of, that the Bearers 
did not take Care to clear fuch Houfes, where all the 
Inhabitants were dead i but that fometimcs the Bodies 
lay feveral Days unburicd, till the neighbouring Fami- 
lies were orfendcd with the Stench, and confequcntly 
infcdVd ; and this neglecl* of the Officers was fuch, that 
the Chureh Wardens and Conilablcs were fummon'd to 
look after it ; and even the Juftices of the Hamlets^ were 
oblig'd to venture their Lives among them, to quickai 
and encourage them ; for innumerable of the i3earcrs 
dyM of the Diilemper, infected by the Bodicii they 
wcveoblig'd to come fo near; and had it not been, thai 
the Number of poor People who wanted Employment, 
and wanted Bread, (as I have faid before,) was fo great, 
that Necefllry drove them to undertake any Thing, 
and venture <iny thing, they would never have fovind 
People to be eniploy'd i and then thcBodics of the dead 
would havelain above Ground, and ha\e pciiflicd ai:d 
fotted i\\ a dreadful Manner. 

But the Magillratcs canov^t be- enough commended 
in this, that they kept fuch good Order for the bury- 
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ing of the Dead, that as fad as any of thofe they cra- 
ployM to carry otf^ and bury the dead, fell fick or dy'd, 
as was many Times the Cafe, they immediately fup- 
ply'd the places with others ; which by reafonof the 
great Number of Pooc that was left out of Bufinefs, 
(/f abovcy was not hard to do : This occafion'd, that 
notwithftanding the infinite Number of People which 
dy'd, and were lick almoft all together, yer, they were 
always cleared away, and carry 'd off every Night ; 
Jo that it was never to be faid of Lotidcn^ that the 
living were notable to bury the Dead. 

As the Dcfolation was greater, during thofe terrible 
Times, fo the Amazement of the People encreas'd ; 
and a thoufand unaccountable Things they would do 
in the violence of their Frif^ht, as others did the fame 
in the Agonies of their Dillempcr, and this part was 
very affecting ; fome went roaring, and crying, and 
wringing their Hands along the Street ; fome would 
go praying, and lifting up their Hands to Heaven, call- 
ing upon God for Mercy. I cannot fay indeed, whether 
this was not in their Diftra6tion ; tut be it jo^ it was 
ftill an indication of a more fetious Mind, when they 
bad the ufe of their Scnfes, and was much better, rvcn 
as It xvas^ than the frightful yellingsand cryings that 
every Day, andcfpccially in the Evenings, were hear4 
in fome Streets. 1 fuppofe the World has heard of the 
famous Sohmiit Eagle sin Enthufiaft : He tho' not in- 
feftcd at all, but m his Head i went about denouncing 
ot Judgment upon the City ina frightlul manner; fome- 
cimes quite naked, and with a Pan of burning Charcoal 
on his Head : What he faid or pretended, indeed I 
could not learn. 

1 will not ray,whether that Clergyman was diftra- 
fted or not : Or whether he did it in pure Zeal for the 
poor People who went every Evening thro* the Streets 
oi Whm-LLtpd ; and with his Hands lifted up, repeat- 
ed thut#Part of the Ltturgy of the Church continually ; 
^PdYe Hi good Lord, /pan thy People whom thou hajl redeem* 
fd:vitljtb)mv(ipriuouji Bloody 1 fay, I cannot fpeak pofi-^ 

tivcly 
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tivclyof tbcfe Things ; bccaufe thefc were only the 
diTmal ObjcAs which rcprcfcnted thccnfdves to me as I 
lookM thro' my Chamber Windows (for 1 (eldom open- 
ed the Cafements) while Iconfiad my fclfwitiiin 
Doors, during that moft violent rageing of the Pcfti- 
Icnce ; when indeed^ as Ihave faid, many began to 
think, and even to fay, that there would nonecfcape ; 
and indeed, I began to think fo too; and therefore kept 
within DoorSjfor about a Fortnight, and never flirt'd 
out : But I cou'd not hold it : Bcfides, there were 
fomc People, who notwichftanding the Danger, did 
not omic publickly to attend the Woriliip of God, even 
in the moft dangerous Times ; and tho' it is true, 
that a great many Clergymen did ihut up their Chur- 
ches, and fled as other People did, for the fafctyof 
their Lives; yet, all did not do fo, feme ventur'd to 
officiate, and to keep upthe Aflcmbliesof the People 
by conftant Prayers; and fometimes Sermons, or 
Brief Exhortations to Repentance and Reformation* 
and this as long as any would come to hear them ; 
and Difl'entcrs did the like alfo, and even in the very 
Churches, where the PariQi Minifters were either 
Dead or fled, nor was there any Room for making 
Difference, atfuch a Time as this was. 

It was indeed a lamentable Thing to hear the mifera* 
ble Lamentations of poordying Creatures, calling cue 
for Minifters to Comfort them, and pray with them , to 
Counfcl them, and to direft them, calling out to God 
for Pardon and Mercy, and confefling aloud their paft 
Sins. It would make the ftouteft Heart bleed to hear 
iiow many Warnings were then given by dying Peni- 
tents, to others not to put oft^ and delay their Repen- 
tance to the Dayof Diftrcfs,that fuch a Timeof Cala- 
mity as this, was no Time for Repentance; wasno 
Time to call upon God. I wilh Icould repeat the very 
Sound of thofe Groans, and oi thofe Exclamations that 
I heard from fome poor dying Creatures, when in the 
Hight of their Agonies and Diftrefs ; and that I could 
make him that read this hear, as I imagine I now hear 
rhem, for the Sound feems ftill to Ring in my£ar$. U 
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H I could but tell this Part, in fuch moiling Accents 
as fliould alarm the very Soul of the Rcaderj I ^ould 
rejoice that I recorded thofc Things, however fliort and 
impcifcti, 

Ic plcafed God that I was flill fpar*d, and very 
licarty and found in Health, but very impatient otbe- 
inj? pent up within Doors without Air, as I had been 
tor 14 Days or thereabouts ; and I could not rcflraiu 
my fcU, but I would ijo to carry a Letter tor my lire- 
tlicr to the Poft-Honfc ,• then it was indeed, that 1 
obfcrv'd a profound Silence in the Streets; when I came 
to the Pofl-Houfc, as 1 went to put in my Let- 
ter, I fawa Man Hand in one Corner of the Yard, and 
talUtng to another at a Window ; and a third had o- 
pcn'd a Door belonging to the Oflicc ; In the middle 
of ti»c Yard lay a fmali Leather Purfc, with two Keys 
hani^im^ ;it ir, and Money in it, but no Body would 
n^cddle Willi it : 1 ask*d how long it had lain there ; 
tlic Mun at I lie Window faid, it had lain almolb an 
Hour ; but that clicy hadnoc meddled wich it, becaule 
i!icy did HOC know, but the PcrJon who dropt it, 
raiirlic come back to look for ic. I had no fuch need 
oi Moi.cy, nor- was the Sum fo big, that 1 had any In- 
clUiULion u) nicdulc with ir, or to get the Money al 
vac h:i:::iKiiL in'';;!it be attended with ; fo I fecm'd to 
J.- o away, wlicn tiiu Man wlio had opcn'd the Door, faid, 
i:c wouid rake ic I'.pi biu lo, that if the ri^htOwn- 
i-v came for ir, he liuui'J be fure to have ic : So he went 
in, ai.d ietched a fUil of Warer, and let it down hard by 
liic Piirfe; tlitn went aj^ain, and fetca'd fomeGun-pow- 
iicv, and call a .q'>?d deal ot Powder upon the Piirfe, 
a*iU then made a Train from that which he had 
t!i;:o^rn loofc upon the Purfe i the train reached about 
cwo Y'ards ; atter this he ijoes in a third Time, and 
fctwlurs out a pair of Tontines red hoc, and which 
he hael piepar'J, 1 iuppol'c on purpofc ; andiiill lec- 
tin!^ Jf'ire to ilie Train ot Powder, that iin^^'d tlic 
Purfc and alio fuioak'd the Air fullleicndy : but lie 
wUj not content With chat; buc he then takes up 
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tlic Purfc with the Tongs, holding it fo long till the 
Tongs burnt thio' the Purfc, and then he (nook the 
Money out into the Pail of VVacer, fo he carried it in. 
The Money, as I remember, was about thirteen Shil- 
hngs, and feme fmooth Groats, and Brafs Farthings. 

There might perhaps, have been fcveral poorPeo- 
plc,^^ J have cl;ftrv*d akve^th^Lf^'Ould have been hardy 
enough to have ventured for the fake of the Money; 
but you may cafily fee by what I have oblerv'd, that 
the few People, who were fpar'd, were very care tul of 
thcmfelves, at that Time when the Diftrcfs was fo 
exceeding great. 

Much about the fame Time I walked out into the 
Fields towards Bow ; for I had a great mind to fee 
how thing i were managed in the River, and amoni; 
the Ships ; and as I had fome Concern in Shipping, I 
had a Notion that it had been one of the belt VVays 
of fecuring ones fclf from the Infedion lo have rctir'd 
into a Ship, and mufing how to fatisfy my Curiolity, 
in that Point, I turned away over the Fields, from 
Bow to Bromley ydiX\(\ down to Blackwall^ to the Stairs, 
which are there for landing, or taking Water. 

Here I faw a poor Man walking on the Bank, or 
Sea-wall, as they call ir, by himfelf, I walked a while 
alfo abouc, feeing the Houfesall (hut up ; at laft 1 fell 
into fome Talk, at a Diftancc, with this poor Man; 
firll I asked him, how People did thereabouts? ^las^ 
Sir! fays iie, almofl alIdefolate\ all deadorRck: Hman 
very Jciu Families in this Part^ or in that Vtlfage^ pointing 
at Poplar^ where half of them are not dead already^ and the 
Yefl/iiL Tlien he pointed to one Houfe, T^herethey are 
all deady fa id he, and the Houfe /lands cpen ; no Body dares 
^0 into it. ApoorT^hiefi fays he, ventured in to /leal fome^ 
things but he paid dear for his Theft ; for he was carried to 
the ChurchTard too, lafl Night. Then he pointed to fe-» 
veral other Houfes. There, fays he, they are all dead i t/je 
Man and his IVtfe, and five Children. Thcre^ fays Jie, they 
are fhnt tip, you fee a JVatchman at the Door ; and fo of o- 
ther Houfes. IVhy^ fay$ I, IVhat do you here all alone ? 

IVhy, 
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Wi^Vjfayshc, lamafoor defolate hfan; it has fleafeJGod I 
m not yet viftted^ tl^o* my Family is, and one of my Children 
dead. Hov) do you mean then, faid h ^hat you are not 
viftted' l^P'hy, fays he, that's my Hotife, pointing to a 
very little low boarded Houfc, and there my poorlVtje 
aud two Children live^ faid he, if they may befaid to 
live^ ; fti my Iftfe and one of the Children are vijtted, tut 
J do not come at them. And with that Word I faw the 
Tears run very plentifully down his Face; and fo 
they did down mine too, I aflbre you. 

But faid 1, // 1)i do you not come at them ? Now can you 
abandon your o-wn FUJI), and Blood ? Oh^ Sir ! fays he, the 
ihrd forbid I 1 do not abandon them ; Iworkjor thtm as 
rnuib as I am able \ and bleffed be the Lord, I keep them 
from IVanti and with that I obferv'd, he lifted up 
his Eyes to Heaven, with a Countenance that prefenc- 
ly told me,lhaci happened on a Man that was no Hy- 
pocrite, but a fcrious, religious good Man, and his 
Ejaculation was an Expreflion of Thankfulnefs,"thac 
in fuch a Condition as he was in, he iliould be able 
to fay his Family did not want- IVell, fays I, ho- 
Tiefl Man, that is a great Mercy 0s things go now with the 
Pvcr : Bin how do yon Ine then, and how are you kept from 
tfje dreadful Calamity that is now upon us all ? M'^hy Sir^ 
fays he, I am a Waterman, and there* s my Boat, fa>s he, 
a'ud the Boat ftrves me for a Houfe ; / work in it in the 
• Day, and I fle.f in it in the Night ; and what I get, I lay 
Joioiiupon that Stone, fays he, (hewing me a broad Stone 
en the other Side of the Street, a good way from his 
Houfc, and then, fays he, / halloo, and call to them till 
I make them hear ; and they come and Jet Jj it. 

Well Friend, fays I, but how canyon get anji Muney as a 
IVateyman ? does any Body go by IVater thtfe Times ? Tes 
Sir, fays he, in the IVay lam e^nploy'd there does. Do you 
h there, fays he. Jive Ships lie at Anchor, pointing down 
the River, a good way below the Town, and do)cu 
t^fy fays he, eight or ten Ships lie at the Chain, there ^ 
and at Anchor yonder, pointing above the Town. 4^1 
thQfe Ships have Families vn board, of their Merchants 

ar,i 
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and Owners^ and fuch like^ wh have Iock\l themftl'vef 
upi and live on kard^ clofejhut in, for fear of the Infe^i^ 
on ; and 1 tend on them to fetch Things for them^ carry 
Letters^ and do what is abfohtelj necejfary^ that they may 
not be obliged to cense on Shore ; and evr/y Night Jfafteu 
my Boat on board one of the Ship's Boats ^ and time Ifleep 
by rnyfelf and blejfcd be God^ / am pyeferv^d hitljerto. 

IVell^ faid I, Friend^ but will they let you come on boards 
ajter you have been on Shore here^ tolnn this is fuch a ter^^ 
rible Place^ andfo infected as it is f 

Why^ as to that, (aid he, / very feldom go up the Shif 
Side, but deliver what I bring to their Boat^ or lie by the 
Side^ and they hoi ft it on board \ if I did, I think they are 
in no Danger from ;«(?, for I never go into any Houfe on 
Shore, or touch any Body, no, not of my own Family > But 
I fetch Provifiottsfor them. 

Nay, fays I, but that may beworfejoryou muflhave 
thofe Proviftons of fome Body or other; and pnce all this 
Pan of the Town is fo infeHed, it is dangerous fo much as 
to fpeak with any Body \ for this Village, fa id I, is as it 
v)ere,the Beginning ^London, tho* it be at fome Diflance 
from it. 

That is true, added he, but you do not under/land me 
Rights I do not buy Provi pons for them here; I rmx) up 
to Greenwich and bnyfrefh Meat there, and fometimes I 
rowdoxvn the River to Woolwich and buy there; then I 
go to fingle Farm Houfes on the KentiJI) Stde, where lam 
known^ and buy Fowls and Eggs, and Butter, and bring 
to the Ships ^ as they diretl me^ fometimes one^ fometimes the 
ether ; I feldom come on Shore here ; and I came now only 
to call to my M^ife, and hear how my little Family do, and 
live them a little A'tbney, which I receivd lafl Night. 

Poor Man ! fa id I, and how much hafi thou gotten for 
them i 

I have gotten four Shillings, fa id he, which is a great 
Sumy as things go now with poor Men \ but they have given 
me a Bag of Bread too^ and a Salt Fijh and fome Flejb ; 
fo all helps out. 

mil 
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IVell^ faid I, and have you given it then yet ^ 

Noy faid he, t^ut I have called^ aitd 7/7 Pf/ije has an 
fwiYed^ that P^e cannot come out yet, but in Ha* fan Hon 
/he hopes to comet audi am waiting for her : Pov, IVoman 
fays Ik, flye is brought jadly down ; jhe has a S^vtCii^gi an 
ii is broke, and I hope jhe will recover ; but I fear theChih 

'will die \ but it is the Lord ! • Here he ftopt 

and wept very much. 

IVelly honefi Friend^ faid I, thou haft a fare Contfortei 
if thou haft brought thy felj to be refign^d to the will of God 
he is dealing with us all in judgment. 

Oh, Str^ fays he, it is tufinite Mercf, if any of us ar 
fpa/d ; and wIjo am I to rcpins ! 

Sayeft thou fo, faid I, and how much lefs is my Fail 
than thine f And here my Heart fmore me, fuggedini 
how muth better this Poor Man's Foundation wa; 
on which he {laid in the Danger, than mine; tha 
he had no where to fly \ that he had a Family to bini 
him to Attendance, which I had not^ and mine wa 
meet Prefumption, his a true DcpendaQce,and a Cou 
rage relling on God : and yet, that he ufed all po( 
(ible Caution for his Safety. 

I turn'd a h'ttlc way from the Man, while thef 
Thoughts engaged me, for indeed, I could no mor< 
refrain from Tears than b •. 

At length, after fome farther Talk, the poor Wo 
man opened the Door> andcall'd, Robert, Robert , h 
anfwercd and bid her Hay a few Moments, and Iv 
would come i fo he ran down the common Stairs t( 
his Boat, and fctch'd up a Sack in wiiich was the Pro 
viiions he had brought from the Ships; and when h< 
returned, he hallooed again ; then he went to the grea 
Stone which he (hewed me, and emptied the Sack 
and laid all out, every Thing by themlelves, and thei 
retired ; and his Wife came with a little Boy t( 
fetch them away i and he calld, and faid, fuch. ; 
Captain had fent fuch a Thing, and fuch a Captait 
fuch a Thing, and ac the End adds, God has fent it all 
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give Thiinki to him. When the Poor Woman had taken 
up all, fbe was fo weak, fhe could not carry it at once 
in, tho* the Weight was not much Keither ; fo ihe Icfc the 
Bilciiic which was in a little Bag, and letc a litdc 
Boy to watch it till flic came again. 

Welli but fays I to l)im, did you leave her the Jonr 
Shillings toOf v)hich you faid was your IVeek^sPay i 

TE i', TE S^ fays he, yonjhall hear her own it. So he 
calls again, Rachel^ Rachel, which it feems was her 
Name, did you take up the Money i TES^ faid (be. Horn 
much was ity faid he ? Four Shillings and a Gtoat^ faid 
Ihe. Well^ welly iiy^h^y the Lord keep you all i andfo 
he turned to go away. 

As I could not refrain contributing Tears to this 
Man's Story, fo neither could I refrain my Charity 
for his Aflillance ; fo Icall'd him. Hark thee Friend^ 
faid I, C07ne hither; jor 1 believe thou art in Healthy that 
I may venture thee; fo I puJl'd out my Hand, which was 
in my Pocket before, here, fays I, go and call thy Ra- 
chel oncemore^ and giveher altttle nme Conifortjromine, 
God will nevt}' jorjake a Family that truft in him as tfm 
doft ; (o I gave him four other Shillings, and bad 
him go lay them on the Stone and call his Wife. 

1 have not Words to exprefs the poor Man's thank- 
fulnefs, neither could he exprefs it himfclf; but by 
Tears running down his Face jhe calJ'd his Wife, awl 
told her God had mov'd the Heart of a Stranger upon 
hearing their Condition, to give them all that Money; 
and a great deal more (ueh as that, he faid to her. TJic 
Woman too, made Signs of the like Thankfuhiefs, as 
well to Heaven, as tome, and joyfuliy piclv*d it up; 
and 1 parted with no Money all that Ycart that I 
thought better bcftow'd. 

I then ask'd the poor Man if the Diftemper had 
nor reach*d to Gycetrojich : He faid it had nor, till abont 
a Fortnight before; but that then he feared it had; 
but that It was only at that End of the Town, whidi 
lay South towards Deptford-lixn\gc\ that he went on- 
ly to a Butchers- Shop, and a GrocerSj where he gene- 
rally 
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rally bought fuch Things as they fcnt him for i biic 
ivas very careful. 

I ask'd him then, hour ic came to pafs, that thofc 
People who had fo fliut themfelves up in the Ships, 
had not laid in fufHcicnt Stores of all things nece(fa- 
ry? He faid fome oi them had, but on the other 
Hand, fomcdid not come on board till they were fright- 
cd into it, and till it was too dangerous for them to 
go to the proper People, to lay in Qiiantities of Things, 
and that he waned on two Ships wh'^ch he (hewed 
xne, that had layM in little or nothing but Bifcuit 
Bread, and Ship Beer i and that he had bought every 
Thing elfe almod for them. I ask'dhim, if there 
was any more Ships that had feparattd themfelves, 
as thofe had done. He told me yes, all the way up 
from the Point, right againft Greenwich^ to within the 
Shore oi Lime- houft and Redrifi\ all the Ships that could 
have Room, rid two and two in the middle of the 
Scream ; and that fome of them had feveral Families 
on Board, I ask'd him, if the Diftemper had not reach- 
ed them } He faid he believ'd it had not, except two 
or three Ships, whofe People had not been fo watch- 
ful, to keep the Seamen from going on Shore asothers 
had been; and he faid it was a very fine Sight to fee how 
the Ships lay up the Pool. 

When he faid he was going over to Greenwich^ as 
foon as the Tide began to come in. 1 ask'd if he 
would let me go with him, and bring me back, for 
that, I had a great mind to fee how the Ships were 
ranged as he had told me ? He told me if I would a(- 
furshimoathe Word of a Chriilian, and of an honcfl 
Man, that I had not the Diflemper, he would* I 
aflfiirM him, that I had not, that it had pieafed God 
to preferve me. That I liv*d in IVhite-Chapel, but was 
too Impatient of being fo long within Doors, and that 
I had ventured out fo far for the Refrefhment of a little 
Air ; but that none io my Houfe had fo much as been 
touch*: with it. 

Well 
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Well, Sir, fays he, as your Charity has been mov*d 
to piiy me and my poor Family j furc you cannot 
have fo little pity left, as to put yourfelF into my 
Boatif)ou were not Sound in Health, which would 
be nothing lefs than killing me, and ruining my whole 
Family. Tlie poor Man troubled mefo much, when he 
/poke of his Family with fuch a fenfible Concenit 
and in fuch an affedionate Manner, that I cou'd not 
fatisfy my felf at lirft to go at all. I told him, I 
would lay afidc my CurioHty, rather than make him 
uncafy ; tho* I was fure, and very thankful for it, 
that 1 had no more Diftemper upon me, than the 
freflicft Man in the World : IVe/!^ he would not have 
me put it off neither, but to lei me fee how confident 
he was, that I v.as juft to him, he now importun- 
ed me to go i fo when the Tide came up to his 
Boat, I went in, and he carry 'd me to Greenwich i 
While he bought the Things which he had in his 
Charge to buy, I walk'd up to the Topof theHill, 
under which the Town ftands, and on the Eaft-Side 
of the Town, to get a Profpeft of the River : But 
it was a furprifing Sight to fee the Number of Ships 
which lay in Rows, twoandtwOf and fome Places, 
two or three fuch Lines in the Breadth of the River, 
and this not only up quite to the Town, between the 
Houfes which we call Raulifdnd Redriff, which they 
name the Pooly but even down the whole River, as 
far as the Head of Long-Reach^ which is as far as the 
Hills give us Leave to fee it* 

I cannot guefs at the Number of Ships, but I think 
there muft be fcveral Hundreds of Sail ; and I could 
not but applaud the Contrivance, for ten thoufiind 
People, and more, who attended Ship AflFairSi* were 
certainly fheltered here from the Violence of the Con- 
tagion, and liv'd very fafe and very cafy. 

1 returned to my own Dwelling very well fatisfied . 
Avith my Days Journey, and particularly with the 
poor Man ; alfo I rejoyced to fee that fuch little San- 
ftuaries vtrcrc provided for fo many Farailics,in a Time 

K ot 
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of fuch Dcfolatioii. I obfcrv'd aUo, that as the Vio- 
lence of the Plague had encrcafcd, fo the Ships which 
had Families on Board, rcmov'd and went farther 
ofi'i till, as I was told, fome went quite away to Sea, 
and put into fuch Harbours, and fafe Roads on the 
North Coaft, as they could bcftcome at. 

But it was alfo true, that all the People, who thus 
left the Land, and livM on Board the Ships, were not 
entirely fafe from the Infcftion, for many died, and 
Were thrown over board into the River, fome in Coh 
fins, and fome, as 1 heard, without Coffins, whofe 
Bodies were feen fometimcs to drive up and down, 
with the Tide in the River. 

But I believe, I may venture to fay, that inthofc 
. Sliips which were thus infeded, it cither happened 
where the People had recourfc to them too late, and 
did not fly to the Ship till they had flayed too long 
on Shore, and had the Di/lcmper upon them, tho' 
perhaps, they miglit not perceive it, and fo the 
J^iftcmpcr did i;oc come to them, on Board the Ships, 
but they really carried ic with them; O R it was 
i[\ thefw Ships, where the poor Waterman faid they 
had not had Time to F.;rni!li themfelves with Provi- 
lions, but were obliged to fend often on Shore to 
buy what chty had OccUion for, or fuflered Boats 
to come to them i'(om the Shore ; and fo the Diflem- 
pcr was brought infciiiibly among them. 

And here I cannot but rake notice that the ftrange 
Temper of the People of London at that Time contri- 
tributcd extremely to their own DeftruSion. The 
Plague began, as I have obferved, at the other End 
of the Town, namely, in Lottg-AcrCy VruryLaneyijc* 
and came on towards the City very gradually and 
llowly. It was felt at firftin December^ then again in 
FfbnuiY)^ rhen again in April, and always but a very 
licde at a Time ; then it ilopt till A%, and even the 
laft Week in A%, there was but 17, and all at that 
J£ad of the Town j and all this while, even fo long, 

as till there died above 3000 a- Week ; yet had the 

People 
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People iw Rediiff^ and in IVapfing^ and Ratcliff on 
botli Sides the River, and almoii all SomhwarkSide, 
a miglicy Fancy> that chey (bould not be viiicrd, oc 
ac leaA, that it would not; be fo violent among thcm« 
Some People fancied, the fmcll of the Pitch and Tar, 
and fuch other things, as Oil and Rofin, and Brim- 
flonc, which is lo much ufcd by all Trades relating 
to Shipping, would prcferve them. Others argued 
it, becaufe it was in its extreameft Violence in H^'iBJl* 
m'mfler^ and the Pariflies of St. Cy/Zfi's and St. An^ 
drew^ &c. and began to abate again, before i: came 
among them, which was true indeed, in Part : For 
Example. 

From the 8th to the i jth of Auiufi. '^Scl£^ 

St Giles's inl^ Stepney — — 1970 

the Fields S"^ Su Mag. Bermondfey t^> 4<5So 
Cripp legate 88(5 Rot her hit b - — — — 3 J 

From the 1 5 th to the 2 2d of jlugitft. Xotal thb 

St. Giles's /«7 J . Stepney — 275 Week. 

the Fields j'^^ St. Mag. JBermondJey 36? 
Cripplegate 847 Rotherhith — - 2C ^* ^ 

N. B. That it wasobferv'd the Numbers mentioned 
inStepney Parifii, at that time, wercgcnerally all oathac 
Side v/h^Tc Stepney Parifli joined to Shoreditcb, which 
we now call Spitth'Jields^ where the Parifh of Stepnejf 
comes up to the very Wall of Shoreditch Church- Yard, 
and the Plague at this Time was abated at St. Gileses 
in the Fields, and raged mod violently in Cripplegate, 
Bijhopfgate and Shoreditch Pariflies, but there was not 
JO People a- Week that died of it in all that Part of 
Stepney Parifli, which takes in Ume-Konfe, Ratdiff- 
highway, and which are now the Pariflies of i/Ww^Zf 
and Wapping, even to St. Katherines by the Tower, 
till after the whole Month oiAngufl was expired; but 
they paid for itafterwards, as I ftiall obfcrve by and by* 

This, I fay, made the People oi Redriff mA. Wup- 
fing, Ratclijfaud Lime-Houfe fo fccure, and llattcr thcmr 

K 2 fclvcs 
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felves fo miK h with the Plagued poing off, without 
reaching them, that ihcy took no Care, cither to fly 
into the Country, or Inut thcmfelves up ; nay, lb 
far were they from llirring, that they rather received 
their Friends and Relations from the City into their 
Houfes ; and feveral from other Places really took 
Sanduary in that Part of the Town, as a Place of 
Safety, and as a Place which they thought God 
would pafs over and not vifit as the reft was viiited. 

And this was the Reafon, that when it came up- 
on them they were more furprized, more unprovided 
and more at a Lofs what to do than they were in 
other Places, for when it came among them really, 
and with Violence, as it did indeed, in September and 
Ofloliery there was then no ftirring out into the Coun- 
try, no Body would futfer a Stranger to come near 
them, no nor near the Towns where they dwelt i and 
as 1 have been told, feveral that wandred into the 
Country on Surry Side were found ftarv'd to Death in 
the Woods and Commons, that Country being more 
open and more woody, than any other Part fo near 
LonduH ; efpccially about Norwood^ and the Pariihes of 
Cambtirvcell^ Dul/ege, and Lufimy where it fcems no Bo- 
dy durft relieve the poor diftrefsM People for fear of 
the InfciStion. 

This Notion havinj^, as I faid, prevailed with the 
People in that Pare of the Town, was in Part the Oc- 
cafion, as If.tld before, th:it they had Recourfe to Ships 
for their Retreat ; and where they did this early, and 
with Prudence, furnifhing themlelves fo with Provi- 
fions, that they had no need to go on Shore for Sup- 
plies, or fufter Boats tocomeion Board to bring them ; 
J fay where they did fo they had certainly the fat- 
eft Retreat of any People whatfoever: But the Di- 
ftrcfs was fuch, that People ran on Board in their 
Fright without Bread to cat, and fome into Sliips, 
that had no Men on Board to remove them farther 
off, or to take the Boat and go down the River to 

tuy Provifions where it might be done fafely, and 

thcfc 
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thefe often fuffcredi and were infe^cd on board as 
much as on Shore. 

As the richer Sort got into Ships, To the lower Rank 
got into Hoys, Smacks, Lighters, and Filhing-boacs ; 
and many, efpecially Watermen, lay in their Boats ; 
but thofe made fad Work of it, efpecially the latter, 
for going about for Provilion, and perhaps to get their 
SublUlehce, the Infedion got in among them and made 
a fearful Havock ; many of the Watermen died alone 
in their Wherries, as they rid at their Roads, as well 
above-Bridge as below, and were not found fometimes 
till they were not in Condition for any Body to toucli 
or come near them. 

Indeed the Diflrefs of the People at this Sea-faring 
End of the Town was very deplorable, and defcrved 
the greatel^ Commiferation : But alas ! this was a 
a Time when every one's private Safety lay fo near 
ihcm, that they had no Room to pity the Diftrefles 
of others i for every one had Death, as ic were» ac his 
Door, and many even in their Families, and knew noc 
what to do, or whither to Hy. 

This, I fay, took away all Compaflion \ felf Prc- 
fcrvation indeed appear a here to be the firft Law« 
For the Children ran away from their Parents, as 
they lauguidied in the utmofl Diftrefs : And in feme 
Places, tho* not fo frequent as the other. Parents did 
the like to their Children; nay, fomc dreadful Ex- 
^iiiplcs there were, and particularly two in one Week 
ot dillrdfed Mothers, raveing and diftrafted, killing 
their own Children ; one whereof was not far off from 
wliere I dwelt ; the poor lunatick Creature not liv- 
ing hcrfelf long enough to be fenfiblc of the Sin of 
what (he had done, muchlefsto be punifli'd for it. 

Ic is noc indeed to be wondred at, for the Danger of 
immediate Death to burfelves, took away all Bowels 
of Love, all Concern for one another : 1 fpeak in ge- 
neral, for there were many Inllances of immovable 
Atfcfcion, Pity, and Duty in many, and fome that 
came to my Knowledg; that ia to fay, by here* /ay : 

For I (hall not take upon me to vouch theTruth of 
fl^c Particulaiv. K 3 To 
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To introduce one, let me firft mention, that one 
of the rooft deplorable Cafes, in all thepri:fcnt Cala- 
mity, was, that of Women with Child; who when 
they came to the Hour of their Sorrows, and their 
Pains came upon them, cou*d neither have help of one 
JCindor another; neither Midwife or Neigbouring 
Women to come near them; moft of the Midwivcs 
were dead; efpecially, offuch as ferv'd the poor ; 
and many, if not all the Midwivcs of Note were fled 
into the Country : So that it was next to impoflible 
for a poorVVoman that cou'd not pay an immoderate 
Price to get any Midwife to come to her, and if they 
did, tliofo they cou'd get were generally unskilful 
and ignorant Creatures ; and the Confcquence ol 
this was, that a moft unufual and incredible Number 
of Women were reduced to the utmoft diftrcfs. Some 
were delivered and fpoil'd by the rafhnefs and igno- 
rance of thofc who pretended to lay them. Childrcr 
without Number, were, I might fay murthercd b> 
the fame, but a more juftifiablc ignorance, pretending 
they would fave the Mother, whatever became ol 
the Child; and many Times, both Mother and Child 
were loft in the fame Manner ; and efpecially, where 
the Mother had the Diftemper, there no Body would 
pome near them, and bothfomctimcs perifh'd : Some- 
times the Mother has died of the Plague ; and the 
Infant, it may be half born, or born but not parret 
from the Mother* Some died in the very Pains ol 
their Travel, and not deliver M at all ; and fo manj 
were the Cafes of this Kind, that it is hardtojudgt 
of them. 

Something of it will appear in the unufual Num 
bcrs which are put into the Weekly Bills (tho' Ian: 
far trom allowing ihcm to be able to give any Thinf 
pf a full AvLOunt) under the Articles of 



Child-Bed. 

Abortive and Stilhrn. 

Lbrifoms and Infants* 



Tak( 



the PLAGUE 1^5 

Take the Weeks in which the Plague was moil 
violent, and compare them with jhcVV^cks bctorc the 
Diftcmper begant even in the fame Year : ForEsawpk: 

Ouldbed. Abort. Stil-^orn. 



^yan. 3 to y«i». 10 

to 17 
to 24 
to 31 

f rom.^ Jan. 3 1 to Feb. 7 

to 14 
to 21 
to 28 

X^Fib. 7 to Mmch 7 



7 
8 

9 

3 

3 
6 

J 

2 

5 



1 

6 

J 

2 

3 

2 

2 
2 
I 



I? 
ii 

IS 

9 
% 

II 

10 
10 



48 -^ 24 



-4«g. rto -<4^^. 8 

to 15 
to ,22 

to 2p 

From<i Aug. I to &//• 5 

to 12 
to ly 

to 2(5 

^-%» X to O.^c^. 3 



— 23 

— 28 

~ 40 

— 38 

~ i9 

— 42 

— 42 



5 

4 
6 

2 

^3 

5 
6 

4 



100 

II 
S 

4 
10 

II 

00 

10 
9 



2pi — dl -— 80 

To the Difparity of thefe Numbers, is to be con- 
fidcred and allow'd for, that according to our ufual 
Opinion, who were then upon the Spot, there were 
not one third of the People in the Town, during the 
Months of Augufl and September^ as were in theMonths 
o( January and February : In a Word, the ufual Num- 
ber that ufed to die of thefe three Articles; andas 
I hear, did die of them the Year before, was thus: 

166A (^j;p^'h(d. — ^ 189 .. ^Cb'ihl'bed. 62% 

I Abortive and StiUborn. 458 ^ lAbort. & Stll-Unu 6\ 7 



647 
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This iweqiiallity, I fay, is exceedingly augmented^ 
when the Numbers of People are confulered : I pre- 
tend not to make any exact Calculatioa of the Num* 
bets of People, which were at this Time in the City ; 
but I fliall make a probable Conje<^ure at that part 
by and by : What Ihave faid now, is to explain the 
mifery of thofc poor Creatures above ; fo that it might 
well be faid as in the Scripture. fVo ! be to thofe w/jo 
41 Ye with Child \ and to thole which give fuck in that Day. 
For indeed, it was a Wo to them in particular. 

I was not convcrfant in many particular Families 
where thcfc things happened ; but the Out- cries ot 
the mifcrablc, were heard afar otfr Ac to thofe who 
were with Child, wc have feen fome Calculation 
made 291 Women dead in Child bed in nine Weeks ; 
out oi one third Part of the Number, of whom there 
lUually dy*J in that Time, but 48 of the fame Dif- 
after. L,;t the Reader calculate the Proportion. 

There is no Room to doubt, but theMifery of tliofe 
that gave Suck, was in Proportion as great. Our 
Bills of Mortality cou'd give but little Light in this; 
yet, fome it did, there were feveral more than ufual 
llarv'd at Nurfe, But this was nothing : The Mifery 
was, where they were (ifl) ftarved for want of a 
Nurfe, the Mother dying, and allthe Family and the 
Infants found dead by tlicm, meerly for want i and 
iflmayfpeak my Opinion, I do believe, that many 
lumdrcds of Poor hclplefs Infants perifli'd in this man- 
ptr. (zdh) Not ftarved (but poifon*d) by the Nurfe, 
>Iay even where the Mother has been Nurfe, and 
having received che Infeftion, has poifon'd, that is, 
jafedcd the Infant with her Milk, even before they 
Icnew tl)cy were infeftedthemfelves; nay, and the In- 
fant has dy*d in fuch a Cafe before the Mother. I can- 
not but remember to leave this Admonition upon Re- 
cordi U ever fuch another dreadful Vification iliould 
lijppcn in this City ithat'all Women that are withChild 
or that give Suck fliould be gone, if they have any po- 
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fible Means out of the Place ; becaufe their Mlfery 
if infeftcd, will fo much exceed all orhcr Peoples. 

I could tell here difmal Stories of living Infants be« 
ing found fucking the Breafts of their Mothers, or 
Nurfes, after they have been dead of the Plague. Of 
a Mother, in theParifli where I liv'd, who having a 
Child that was not well, fent for an Apothecary to 
View the Child, and when he came, as the Relation 
goes, was giving the Child fuck ar her Breaft, and 
to all Appearance, was her fclf very well : But when 
the Apothecary came clofc to her, he fawtlie To- 
kens upon that Breaft, with which ilie was fuckling 
the Child. He was furpriz'd enough to be fures 
but not willing to fright the poor Woman too much, 
he defired the would give the Child into his Hand ; 
fo he takes the Child, and going to a Cradle in the 
Room lays it in, and opening its Cloths, found the 
Tokens upon the Child too, and both dy*d before he 
cou'd get Home, to fend a preventative Medicine to 
the Father of the Child, to whom he had told their 
Condition; whether the Child infcded the Nurfe- 
Mother, or the Mother the Child was not certaini 
but the laft the moft likely. 

Likewifc of a Child brought Home to the Parents 
from a Nurfe that had dy'd of the Plague ; yet, the 
tender Mother would not rcfufe to take in her Child, 

, and lay'd it in her Bolbm, by which fhc was infeftcd, 
and dy'd with the Child in her Arms dead alfo. 
It would make the hardcft Heart move at the In- 

• ftances that were frequently found of tender Mothers, 
tending and watching with their dear Children, and 

t even dying before them , and. fometimes taking the 
Diftemper from them, and dying when the Child, for 
whom the aflfeftionatci Heart had been facrificd, has 
got over it and efcap'd. 

The like of a Tradefman in EaJl'Smitlyfield^ whofe 
Wife was big with Child of her firft Child, and fell 
h^ Labour, having the Plague upon her; He cou'd 
neither get Midwife to affift her, or Nurfe to tend 

her i 
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her; and two Servants which he kept fled both from 
her. He ran from Houfe to Houfc like one diftraft- 
cd» but cou'd get no help ; the utmoft he could gee 
was, that a Watchman who attended at an infeded 
Houfc (hut up, promised to fend a Nurfc in the Morn- 
ing : The poor Man with his Heart broke> went 
back, aflillcd his Wife what he cou'd, a<Sed the part 
of the Midwife ; brought the Child dead into the 
World \ and his Wife iu about an Hour dy'd in his 
Arms, where he held her dead Body faft till the 
Adorning, when the Watchman came and brought the 
Nurfc as he had promifedi and coming up the Stairs, 
for he had left the Door open, or on!) latched : 
They found the Man litcing with his dead Wife nx 
liis Arms ; and fo overwhelmed with Grief, that he 
dy'd in a few Hours after, without any Sign of the // 
Infcftion upon him, but meerly funk under the Weight 
of his Grief. 

I have heard alfo of fome, who on the Death of 
their Relations, have grown flupid with the inCup- 
portable Sorrow, and ot one in particular, who was 
tb abfolutely overcome with the Preflfure upon his Sm^ 
rits, that by Degrees, his Head funk into his Body, 
fo between his Shoulders, that the Crown of his Head 
was very little feen above the Bones of his Shoulders; 
and by Degrees, lofeing both Voice and Scnfe, his 
Face looking forward, lay againft his CoHar-Bone, 
and cou'd not be kept up any otherwifc, unlefs held 
up by the Hands of other People ; and the poor Man 
never came to himfelf again, but languiihed near a 
Year in that Condition and died: Nor was he ever 
once km to lift up his Eyes^ or to look upon any 
particular Objed. 

I cannot undertake to give any other than a Sum- 
inary of fuch Pafl'ages as thefe, becaufe it was not po- 
iiblc to come ac the Particulars, where fometimcs 
the whole Families, where fuch Things happened, 
were carry 'd off by the Diftcmpcr : But there were 
innumerable Cafes of this Kind, which prefcnted to 

the 
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theEye> and the Ear^ even in paffing along the Streets, 
. as I have hinted above, nor is it eafy to give any 
Story ol: this, or that Family, which there was not 
. divers parallel Stories to met with ot the fame Kind. 

But as I am now talking of the Time, when the 
Plague rag'd at the Eafler-moft Part of tlve Town ; 
how for a long Time the People of thofc Parts 
had flattered thcmfel vcs that they fhould efcapc ; arid 
how they were furprizcd, when it came upon them 
as it did ; for indeed, ic came upon them like an arm- 
ed Man, when it did come. I fay, this brings me 
back to the three poor Men, who wandered from 
Wappiiig^ not knowing whechcr to go, or what to do, 
and who I mentioned before; one a liifcuic- Baker, ore 
;i Sail-Maker, and the other a Joiner i all of //"iz/y/;?^, 
or thereabouts; 

The Sleepinefs and Security of that Part as I have 
obferv^d, was fuch i that they not only did not iliilc 
for them f el vcs as others did; but they boalled of be- 
ing fafe, and of Safety being with them; and many 
People fled out of the City, and out of the infefted Su- 
burbs, to IVapping^ Ratcliffy Limehoufcf Poplar^ and 
fuch Places, as to Places of Security ; and it is not at 
all unlikely, that their doing this, helpM to bring 
tlie Plague that way fafter, than it might othcrwife 
have come. For tho* I am much for Peoples flying 
away and emptying fuch a Town as this, upon 
the Hrft Appearance of a like Vifitation, and that 
all People that have any poflible Retreat, (hould 
make ufe of it in Time, and begone ; yet, I muft fay, 
when all that will fly are gone, thofe that arc left and 
mult ftandir, ihould ftand (lock ftill where they are, 
and not ihift from one End of the Town, or one Part 
of the Town to the other ; for that is the Banc and 
Mifchief of the whole, and they carry the Plague 
from Houfe to Houfe in their very Clothes. 

Wherefore, were we ordered to kill all the Dogs. 
and Cats : But becaufe as they were domcftick Ani- 

; mals, 
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mils, and arc ape to run from Houfc to Houfe, and 
from Street to Scrcec; To chcy arc capable of carry- 
ing the tiUiivia or Infectious Steams of Bodies in- 
fected, even in their Furrs and Hair; and therefore^ ic 
was that \\\ the bcijinning of the Infection, an Order 
waspubliJU-d by tiie Lord Mayor, and by the Magi- 
flratcs, according to the Advice of the Phyllcians ; 
that all theOof^s and Cats Ihoiild be imcdiately kil* 
led, and an Officer was appointed lor the Execution. 
It is incredible, if their Account is to be depended 
upon, what a prodigious Number ol thofc Creatures 
were dcftroy'd : I think they talk'd ot forty thoufan d 
ijiio s. and live times as mmy Cajs , few Houfcs be- 
\\v^ vvHiioutaCat, and fome having fcvcral, andfome- 
tmies live or fix \\\ a Houfc. All poillble Endeavours 
wcrcus'd aifo to dcflroy the Mice and Rats, cfpc- 
cially riie latter; by laying RatsBanc, and other 
Poifons tor them, and a prodigious multitude of them 
were alio dellroy'd. 

1 otten reikded upon the unprovided Condition, 
that the whole Body of the People were \\\ at the 
lirll coming of this Calamity upon them, and how 
ic was lb: Want q^' timely cntring into Meafures, and 
Ivlanagemcnts, as well publick as private, that all 
the Confhiions that follo^'cd were brought upon us ; 
an J that fuch a prodigious Number of People fimk 
i:i that DilalLr, which if proper Seeps had been 
taUcn, might, Providence concurring, have been a- 
V Dided, and which, \i Poflcrity think fit, they may 
r aUc a Caution, and Warning from : But I (hall come 
zo this Part again^ 

I co-nc back to my three Men : Their Story has 4 
Moral in every Pare of it, and their whole Conduft, 
aiiJ that of <ome who they joinM with, is a Pateru 
for all poor Men u^ follow, or Women either, if ever 
i*uch a Time comes again ; and if there was no otheF 
l£nd in recording it, I thing this a very juft one, whe- 
ther my Account be cxa(^tly according to Faft or no. 

Two of them arc (aid to be Biothers, the onp an 
old Soldier, but now a Biicuit Baker ; the other a 

lame 
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lafnc Sailor, but now a Sail-Maker ; the Third a 
Joiner. Says John the Bifcuic Baker, one Day to 
*Ihomas his Brother, the Saihmakcr, Brothtr lorn, 
v:hat will become ofm f Ihe Plague groxm hvt in the Citj, 
and encreajes this way : JVhat Jball we do ? 

triily^ fays Thomas ^ I am at a ^reat Lofs what to do, 
for I find, if it comes down into Wapping, I jballL^e ttirnd 
out oj my Lodging : And thus they began to talk ot ix 
beforehand. 

John, I'ttrudcut of your Lodgings Tom! if you are^ 
Idvn*t know who will take you in ; Jor People are Jo afraid 
of one another now^ there^s no getting a Lodging any "where. 

Tlio. W&y ^ Ihe People where I lodge are good cml 

People ^ ' and have Kindnefs enough for me too ; tfui tljey 

fay I go alnoad every Day to my IVork^ and it will be dan* 

gerom \ and they talk of locking themfelves up, and Utting 

no Body come near them. 

John, /f/jy, they are in the right tobefure^ if they re- 
folve to venttire flaying in Town. 

Tho. Nay^ I might e*en refolve to flay within Doors 
too, fort except a Suit of Sa/ls that my Mafler has in Hand^ 
and which 1 am jufl a finijhing^ lam like to get voimre 
Work a great while ; thtre*s no Trade fiirs now ; tf^ork" 
men and Servants are tm ned off every where, fo that I might 
be glad to be lock'd up too : But I do not fee they ivill be 
willing to confeut to that, any mere than to the other. 

John, If'^hy, what will you do then Brother if atidwhn 
JJjallldo ? Jor I am almoft as bad as you ; the People where 
I lodge are all gone into the Country ^ut a Alaid, and flje is 
to go next IVeek, and to jhit the Hottje quite up, fo that I 
/hall be turned a drijt to the wide IVortd before you, and I 
am re folve d to go away too, if I knew but where to go. 

Tho. ll'e were both diflra^ed we did not go away at 
firft, then wj might ha* travelled any where \ there* s noflir^ 
ring now ; we jhaU be flarvd if we pretend to go out of 
*j'own\ they wont let its have yiHuals^ no, Hvt jor oitr 
Mcney, nor let us come into the 7lwns, much Icf into tljeir 

Hoi'fa, 
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Johtif And that which is ahnoft an bud^ I have but little 
Money to half my ftlf with veither. 

Tho. Ai to tktt we might make fljift ; I have a little^ 
thu mt Mtich ; but J tell you there^: no (lirringon the Road. 
J know a Couple of poor houeji Men in our Street have at^ 
tempted to travel, and at Barnct, or Wliecfton, or there 
/ib^utf t/jc People cficred to fi> e at them ij they pretended to 
^0 forward ; Jo they are come back again quite difconraj^d. 

John, 1 would have veut.tved their Fire^ if 1 had been 
ihere ; Ij I hud been denied F^od formy Mon y they fhotild 
hcC feen me take it before their Faces ; and if I had ten- 
dred Alone) fur it^ they could n:t have taken any Courf with 
me by Lanv. 

*Tlio. Yuu talk your old Soldier* s Language^ as if yon 
ivere in the Low*Cuuntris noxo, but this /j ajerious thing. 
*l%e People have good Reafn to keep any Body cjf\ that 
ihey are nvtfuisfied are found, atjuch a Time as this; 
and we mufl not plunder them. 

John, No Brother y you mi/lake the Cafe, and mifiake 
me too, I would plundtr no Body ; but j or any Town upon 
the Road to deny me Leave to pafs thro the Town in the 
€penHigh'Way, and deny me Pruvi/ions for my Money, is 
to fay the Town has a Right to jiurve me to Death, which 
cannot be true. 

Tho. But they do net deny you Liberty to go back again 

from whence you came, and therejore they do not fl^irve yo:^ 

John, But the nest Town behind me will by the fame 

Jiu/edeny me leave to go back, andfo they do fiarve me 

i/etv^een them ; bejides there is no Law to prohibit my travel* 

ling wherever I will on the Road* 

Tho. But there willle fo much Difficulty in difputing 
%L;it/j them at t very Town on the Road, that it is not for 
poor Men to do it, or to undertake it at fuch a Time as this 
is efpecially. 

John, Why Brother ? Our Condition at this Rate is worfe 
than any Bodies elje ; jof we can neither go away nor flay 
ijerei lamoj the jame Ahnd with the Lepers o/Sanaariai 
If wc Hay here wc are iure to die ; / mean efpeciaHy, 
0S yuu and lartftatid, without aDwelling-HottJe oj our 
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6v:n^ and without Lodging in any Bodies elfe \ there is no 
lying in the Street at fuch a Time as this ; we had as good 
^0 into the Dead Cart at once: Therefore I fay^ if wc ftay 
here we are fure to die» and ij we go away we can buc 
die : 1 am refolv^d to begone. 

Tho. Ton will ga away : fVhither will you go f and 
what can you do f J would as willingly go away as you^ if 
I knew whither : But we have no Acquaintance^ no Friends. 
Here we were born^ and here we muft die. 

John, Look you Tom, the whole Kingdom is my Na- 
tive Country as well a f this Town. Ton may as well Jay ^ I 
ntuji not go out of my Houfe if it is on Fiie, as that I mufi 
not go cut of the Town I was born in, when it is infcEled 
with the Plague. J was born in England, and have a 
Right to live in it if 1 can. 

Tho. But you know every vagrant Per/on may ty the 
Laws of England, be taken up, and pafs*d back to their 
lafl legal Settlement. 

John, But how fhall they make me vagrant i Idefiie cnly 
to- travel on^ upon my lawful Occaficns. 

Tho. IVhat lawful Occajions can we pretend to tra* 
vel, or rather wander upon, they wiU not be put off with 
Words* 

John, hnot flying to fave our Lives, a Lawful Ot- 
cajion ! and do they not all know that the Fail is true : H^t 
iflnnot be f aid to diffemble^ 

Tho. Butfuppofetheyletuspafs, Whither fljall we go i 

John, Any where to fave our Lives: It is Time enough 
to conftder that when we are got out of this Town. If J am 
once out of this dreadful Place J care not where J go* 

Tho, We fhall le driven to great Extremities. I kmw 
not what to think of it. 

John, Well Tom, conftder of it a little* 

This was about the Beginning of July, and tho' 
the Plague was come forward in the Weft and North 
Parts of the Town, yet all fPapping^ as I have ob* 
fcrvcd before, and kedriff, and Ratcliff, and Limr- 
Houfe, and Poplar, in fliorc, Deptjord and Greenwich, 

aU 
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all bctli Sides of rhe River iVom the the Hermitage, 
and from over againft ic, quite down to Blackwal/, 
was intirely free, there had not one Pcrfon died ot 
the Plague in all Stcfney PariQi, and not one on the 
South Side of IJ'hite Chnppel Hoad, no, not in any 
Pariih ; and yet the VVcekly Bill was that very Week 
rifen up to 1006. 

It was a Fortnight a^ter this, before the the two 
Brothers met again, and then the Cafe was a little 
altered, and the Plague was exceedingly advanced, 
and the Number greatly encrcafed, the Bill was up 
at 2785, and prudigioufly encreafing, tho' ftill both 
Sides of the River, as below, kept pretty well : But 
feme began to die in Redriff] and about five or fix 
in Rauhf'High'JVuy^ when the Sail Maker came 
to his Brother j^o/j//, exprefs, and in fomc Fright, 
tor he was abfuluteiy warn'd out of his Lodging, 
and had only a Week to provide himfelf. His Bro- 
ther John was in as bad a Cafe, for he was quite outj 
and had onlybegM Leave of his Mafler the Bifcuic 
Baker to lodge in an Out-Houfe belonging to his 
Work-houfe, where he only lay upon Straw, with 
feme Bifcuit Sacks, or Bread Sacks, as they call'd 
them, laid upon it, and fome of the fame Sacks to 
cover him. ' 

Here they refolved, feeing all Employment being 
at an End, and no Work, or Wages to he had, they 
would make the bcft of their Way to get out of the 
Reach of the dreadful Lifedion ; and being as 
good Husbands as they could, would endeavour to 
Jive upon what they had as long as it would laft, 
and then work for more, if they could get Work any 
where, of any Kind, let it be what it would. 

While they were confidering to put this RefoUi- 
tion in Prafticc, in the bell Manner they could, 
the third Man, who was acquainted very well with 
the Sail Maker, came to know of the l^efign, and 
got Leave to be one of the Numberi and thus they 

prepared to fee out. 
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It happened that they had not an equal fharc o( 
Money, but as the Sail-maker, who had the bcfl 
Stock, was beiides his being Lame, the moft unBc 
to expc(St to get any thing by Working in the Coun- 
try, fo he was content that wlmt Money they had 
fliould all go into one publick Stock, on Condition^ 
that whatever any one of them could pain more thaa 
another, it fliould, without any grudging, be all ad- 
ded to the fame publick Stock. 

They refolv'd ro load thcmfclvcs with as little 
Baggage as pofllble, bccaufc they refolv'd at firil to 
travel on Foot ; and to go a gteat way, that they 
might, if poflible, be eftedually Safe ; and a great 
many Confultations they had with themfclvcs,bcforc 
they could agree about what Way they fl>ould tra- 
vel, which they were fo far from adjufting, that evca 
to the Morning they fet out, they were not rcfolv'd 
on it. 

At laft the Seaman put in a Hint that dctcrmin'J 
it ; Firft, fays he, the Weather is very hot, and theri - 
fore I am tor travelling North, that we may not 
have the Sun upon our Faces and beating on our 
Brcafts, which will heat and fuffocate us ; and 1 have 
been told, fays he^ that it is not good to over-hear 
our Blood at a I'ime when, for oui^ht we know, the 
hife6ion may be in the very Air. In the next Place, 
fays he, I am for going the Way that may be con- 
trary to the Wind as it may blow when we fet our, 
that we may not have the Wind blow the Air of the 
City on our Backs as we go.Thefc two Cautions were 
approv'd of; if it could be brought fo to hit, that the 
Wind might not be in the South when they fet out 
to go North. 

jofm the Baker, who had been a Soldier, then put 
in his Opinion J Firft, fays he, we none of us cx- 
pea to get any Lodging on the Road, and it will 
be a little too hard to lie juft ii\ the open 
Air; tho' it be warm Weather, yet it may be wet, 

L and 
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•and damp, and wc have a double Reafon to 
taliC care of our Healths at fiich a tiino as this; 
and therefore, fays he, you, Brother Tow. that arc 
a Sail-maker, might cafily make us a little Tent, 
and 1 will undertake to fee ic up every Ni^ht, and 
take it down, and a Fig for all che Inns in England ; 
if we have a goed Tcnc over our Heads, we Ihall do 
well enouah. 

The Jo\ ner oppos d this, and told them, let them 
leave that to him, he would undertake to build them 
a Houfe every Night wirh his Hatchet and Mailer, 
rho' l;c had no other '1 ools, which fiiould be fully to 
their fatisfaCtion, and as good as a Tent, 

I'hc Soldier and the Joyner difpuced that Point 
fonie lime, but at la ft ciie Soldier carry 'd it for a 
'J'ent; the only Objcdticn againft it was, that ic 
iTDuli: be carrj'd with them, and that would encreafe 
their Baggage roo much, theWeacher heing hot ; but 
the Sail-mukerhad a piece of good Hup fell in which 
made that ea(ie, for, his Mafler who he w^ork'd for 
having a Rope-Walk as well as his Sail-making 
Trade, had a little poor Horfe that he made noufe 
of then, and being willing to aifift the three honed 
Men, he gue them the Horfe for the carrying their 
Uaggagc; aifo lor n fmall Matter of three Days Work 
that iiis Man did for him before he went, he let him 
liave an old Top-gallant Sail that was worn out, but 
was fiifficicnt and more than enough to make a very 
good Tent ; Tne Soldier fliew'd how to fliape it, and 
rlicy (oon by his Direction made their Tent, and fit- 
ted ic wirii Poles or Staves tor the purpofe, and thus 
tliey were furniih'dfor their Journey ; vit^, three Men, 
one Tent, one Horfe, one Gun, for the Soldier would 
not go without Arms, for now he faid he was no 
more a Bifcuit-Bakcr, but a Trooper. 

The Joyner had a fmall Bag of Tools, fuch as might 
be ufcful if he fliould get any Work abroad, as veil 

for their Subfiftcnccas his own : VVhac Money they 
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had, they brought oil into oiie publick Stock, and 
thus they began their Tourney. It feems that in tlie 
Morning when they fct out, the Wind blew as die 
Saylor faid by his Pocket Compafs, at N. W.by W. 
So they direded, or rather refolv'd to dixcdi their 
Courle N. W. 

But then a Difficulty came in their Way, that as 
they fet out from the hither end oflVapping near 
the Hermitage^ and that the Plague was now very 
Violent, efpecially on the North fide of the City, 
as in Shoredihh and Ctipphgate Parifti, they did not 
think it fafe for them to go near thofe Parts ; fo 
they went away Eaft through ^^^c///' High- way, as 
far as Radcliff'Crofsy and leaving .SVe/»«^)' Church ftill 
on their Lett-hand, being afraid to come up from 
Radcl iff' Crofs to MUeend^ becaufe they mull come 
iuft by the Church-yard, and becaufe the Wind that 
feemcd to blow more from the Weft, blow'd dirc^ly 
from the fide of the City where the Plague was hot- 
ted. So I fay, leaving Supncy^ they fetched a long 
Compafs, and going to Poplar and Bwnleyi came in* 
Jtix the great Road juft at Bovj* 

Here the Watch pfac'd upon B^xo Brklgo would 
have qucftion'd them; but they crofling the Road 
into a narrow Way that turns out at the iiicher KnJ 
of the Town, of ^Diu to OU-Ford^ avoided any En- 
quiry there, and travelled to Old-Ford, The Con- 
itablcs every where were upon their Guard, not la 
mucli it feems to Hop People palling by, as to flop 
them from taking up their Abode in their Towns, 
and wichal becaufe of a Report that was newly 
raisM at that time, and that indeed was not very 
improbable, vii,, I'hat the poor People in Lmdon 
being diftrefs*d".and ftarv'd for want of Work, and by 
that means for w^ant of Bread, were up in Arms,a!ul 
had raifed a Tumult, and that they would come out 
to all tlie Towns round to plunder for Bre id. This, 
1 fay, was only a Rumour, and it was \ery well it 
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V as no more ; but it was not fo far off from being a 
Reality, as it has been thought, for ina few Weeks 
inore the poor People became fo Defperate by the 
Calamity they fulfer'd, that they were with great 
difficulty kept from running out into the Fields 
and Towns, and tearing all in pieces where-ever 
they came ; and, as I haveobferved before, nothing 
hindcr'd them but that the Plague rag*d fo violent- 
ly, and fell in upon them fo furioufly, that they ra- 
ther went to the Grave by Tiioufands than into 
the Fields in Mobs by Thoufands : For in the Pares 
about the ParUhcs of Sc. Stpuhhresy Clerkeimelly Crip- 
plegate^ Bijhcpfgate and S/wreditchy which were the 
Places where the Mob began to threaten, the Di- 
fiemper came on fo furioullv, that there died in thofe 
few PariHieSjCven then, betore the Plague was come 
to its height, no lefs than 5361 People in tlie firft 
threeWeeksinW//^///?,when at the fame time,the Farts 
about IVappingy Raddijfey and Rotherhithj were, as 
before delcrib'd, hardly touch 'd, or but very light- 
ly ;.fo that in a Word, tho', as 1 faid before, the 
good Management of the Lord Mayor and Jullices 
did much to prevent the Rage and Defperation of 
the People from breaking out in Rabbles and Tu- 
mults, and in fliort, from the Poor plundering the 
Rich; I fay, tlio* they did much, the Dead Carts 
did more, for as I have faid, that in five Pa- 
riflies only there died above 500Q in 20 Days, (0 
there might be probably three times that Number 
Sick all that time; for fome recovered, and' great 
Numbers fell (ick every Day and died afterwards. 
Belidcs, I mufl ftill be allowed to fay, that if the 
Bills of Mortality faid five Thoufand, I always be- 
litv'd it was near twice as many iw reality; there 
being no room to believe that the Account they 
gave was right, or that indeed, they were, among 
fuch Confuiions as I faw them in, in any Condition 
to keep an exad Account. 

But 
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But to return to my Travellers; Here they vcr^ 
only examined, and as they fcemed rather coming 
from the Country than from tlie Cit)\ they found 
tlic People the eallcr with them ; that they tallv'd to 
them, let them come into a publick Houfc where 
the Conflable and his Warders were, and gav(^ them 
Drink and fome Viftuals, which greatly rcfrdbed and 
cncourag'd them ; and here it came into their Heads 
to fay, when they Ihould be enquired of afterwards, 
not that they came from London^ but that they came 
out of EJfex. 

To forward this little Fraud, they obtain'd fo 
much Favour of the Conftable at OU- Ford, as to give 
them a Certificate of their pafllng from Ej]e>: chro* 
that Village, and that they had not been at London ; 
which tho'falfc in the common acceptation of £o»ia#/ 
in the County, yet was literally true ; IVapping or 
Radcliff hcing no part either of the City or Liberty. 

This Certificate direfted to the next Conftable 
that was at Hummcrton, one of the Hamlets of the 
Parifh of Hackney ^ was fo ferviceable to them, that 
it procured them not a free Paifage there only, but 
a full Certificate oi Htalth from a Jufiice of the 
Peace ; who, upon the Gonftable*s Appiication,grant- 
cd it without much Dlfllculry ; and thus they pafs'd 
through the long divided Town oi ILickney^{iot it lay 
then in feveral feparated Hamlets) and travelled on 
till they came into the great North Road en the 
top of Stamford' HilL 

By this time they began to be we iry,and fo in the 
back Road from Hackney a little before it opened in- 
to the faid great Road, they refolv'd to fee up their 
Tent and encamp for the firft Night i which they did 
accordingly, with this addition, that finding a Barn, 
or a Building like a Barn, and firft fearching as well 
as they could to be fure there was no Body in it, 
they fct up their Tent, with the Head of it againft 
the Barn ; this they did alfo bccaufe the Wind blew 
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that Night very high, and they were but young 
at fuch a way of Lodging, as well as at the managing 
their Tent. 

Here they went to Sleep, but the Joyner, a grave 
and fobcr Man, and not pleafed with their lying at 
this loofc race the firft Night, could not fleep, and 
refoh 'd, after trying to Sleep to no purpofc, that he 
would get out, and taking the Gun in his Hand 
fland Centinel and Guard his Companions : So 
vith the Gun in his Hand he walk'd to and again 
before the Barn, for that flood in the Field near the 
Read, but within the Hedge. He had not been 
long upon the Scout, but he heard a Noife of Peo- 
ple cc miijg on as if it had been a great Number, 
and thty cumc on, as he thought, diredly towards 
the Barn. He did not prcfently awake his Compa- 
nions, but in a few Minutes more their Noife grow- 
ing louder and louder, the Bifcuit-Bakcr call'd to 
him and askM him what was the Matter, and quick- 
ly flurtcd out too : The other being the Lame Saii- 
n'-akcr and moft weary, lay ftill in tlie Tent. 

As they cxpeftcd, fo the People who they had 
heard, came on directly to the Barn, when one oi 
our Travellers challenged, like Soldiers upon the 
Guard, \\'\i\\lVho comes there? The People did not 
Aijfwcr immediately, but one of them fpeaking to 
anotlxr that v.as behind him, Alas ! Mas ! %ve me 
^If JifiippcihuJ, fays he^ here are fume People before ui^ 
the Barn ii takca up. 

'J'hcy all flopp'd upon tliat as under fome Sur- 
prize, and it fecms tlierc was about Thirteen ot 
them in all, and fome Women among tliem: They 
c "iifulred lot^cthcr what tlicy fliould do, and by 
t!uir Difcouifeour Travcllers-fcon found they were 
poor iii/lrtfsM People too like thcmfelves, feeking 
Shelter and Safety ; and be/ides, our Travellers had 
no need to be afraid of tlieir coming up to difturb 
them y for as foon as they heard the Words, Ifl)^ 

CQVUi 
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cm^i there, thefc could liear the Women fay, as v 
frighted^ Do not go near themf how do you know J^fi^ 
they may have the Plague ? And when one of the IVfen 
faiJ, Let us hut /peak to them ; the Women faid, iV% 
don't by any means ^ xve have efcap\l thus far by il\c 
Goodnefs of God, do not let us run into Danger ntw^ 
we bejeech you* 

Our Travellers found by this that they were a 
good fobcr fore of People and flying for thcis Lives 
as they were ; and, as chcy were encouraged by ir, (o 
John faid to the Joyner his Comrade, Let us Enumr.ig*.* 
them too as much as we can : So he called to them, fLn k 
ye good People fays the Joyncr, we find by your 'I'alk, 
that you arc fleeing trom the fame dreadful Enemy 
as we are, do not be afraid of us, we arc only three 
poor Men of us, if you arc free from the Diflcmpcr 
you fliall not be hurt by us i we are not in the Barn, 
but in a little Tent here in the outlide, and we will 
remove for you, we can fct up our Tent again im- 
mediately any where elfe ; and upon this a Parly 
began between the Joyner, whofe Name was Richard^ 
and one of their Men, who faid his Name was Fvrd. 

Ford. And do ycuaifure us that you are all Sound 
Men. 

Rich* Nay, wc are concernd to tell you of it, 
that you may not be uneafy, or think your felves in 
Danger ; but you fee we do not defire you flioulcl 
put your felves into any Danger; and therefore I 
tell you, that aswc have not made ufc of the Barn^ 
fo we will remove from it, that you may be Safe . 
and we alfo. 

Fjrd. That is very kind and charitable ; But, if we 
have Reafon to be fatisficd that you arc Sound and 
free from the Vi(itation, why fliould we make you 
remove now you are fettled in your Lodging, and 
it may be are laid down to Reft ? we will go into 
the Barn if you pIcaC:, to reft our felves a while, and 
we need not difturb you. 
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Rich. Well, but you arc more than wc are, I hope 
you will arturc us that you are all of you Sound too, 
for the Danger is as great from you to US| as from 
us to you. 

Ford. Blefled be God that fome do cfcapc tho* it 
is but few ; what may be our Portion ftill wc know 
not, but hitherto we are preferved. 

Rich. What part of the Town do you come from ? 
Was the Plague come to the Places where you 
liv'd ? 

Ford. Ay ay, in a moft frightful and terrible man- 
ner, or elfe wc had not fled away as wc do ; but we 
believe there will be very few left alive behind us. 

Rich. What Part do you come from f 

Ford. Wc are moft of us of Crippfegate Parifh, on- 
ly two or three oi C/erhtrwell Parifti, but on the hi- 
ther (idc. 

Rich. How then was it that you came away no 
fooner ? 

Ford. Wc have been away fome time, and kept 
together as well as wc could at the hither End of 
JjlifjgtoUy where we got leave to lie in an old unin- 
habited Houfc, and had fome Bedding and Conve- 
nicncics of cur own that we broi:fx^»t with us, but 
the Plague is come up into IJlingtun too, and a Houu 
ncxr Door to our poor Dsvelling was Infeded ant 
ilnit up, and wc are come away in a Fright, 

Rich. And what Way are you going ? 

Fiid. As our Lott fhall caft us, we know nc 
whither, but God will Guide thofe that look u 
t(>him. 

They parlied no further at that time, but can 
all up to the Barn, and with fome Difficulty g 
into it : There was nothing but Hay in the Bar 
but it was almcft full of that, and they accomm 
dated themfclves as well as tiiey cou'd, and went 
Reft ; but our Travellers obferv'd, that before th 
\\^ni to SIqcp, an anticnt Man, who it fecms v 
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Father of one of the Women, went to Prayer with 
all the Company, recommending themfelves to the 
Blcfling and Direction of Providence, before they 
went to Sleep. 

It was foon Day at that time of thfe Year i and as 
Rkhard the Joyncr had kept Guard the firft part of 
the Night, (o John the Soldier Relieved him» and 
he had the Poll in the Morning, and they began 
to be acquainted with one another. It feems, when 
they left j^/w^row, they intended to have gone Ncrth 
away to Highgate^ but were ftop'd at H.Howay^ and 
there they would hot let them pafs ; fo ihey crofs*d 
over the Fields and Hills to the Eiftvard, and 
came out at tlie Boarded- Riv^^ and fo avoiding the 
Towns, they left Hornfey on the left Hand, and ATciu- 
iugton on the right Hand, and came into the great 
Road about Stamford- HiS on that fide, as the three 
Travellers had done on the other fide : And now they 
had Thoughts of going over the River in the Mar- 
Ihes, and make forwards to Epping Foreft, where they 
hoped they fhould get leave to Reft- It feems they 
were not Poor, at leaft not fo Poor as to be in Want ; 
at leaft they had enough to fubfift them moderately 
for two or three Months, when, as they faid, they 
were in Hopes the cold Weather would check the 
Infeftion, or at leaft the, Violence of it would have 
fpent itfclf, and would abate, if it were only for want 
of People left alive to be Infcfted. 

This was much the Fate oi our three Travellers ; 
only that they fccmed to be the better furni(h*d for 
Travelling, and had it in their View to go further 
off" ; for as to the firft> they did not propofe to go 
farther than one Day's Journey, that fo they might 
have Intelligence every two or three Days how 
Things were at London. 

But here our l^avellers found themfelves un^ 
der an unexpeSed Inconvenience namely, that 
of their Horfe, for by means of the. Horfe to 
parry their Baggage, they were obliged to keep. 

in 
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keep in the Road, whereas the People of this other 
Band went over the Fields or Roads, Path or no 
Path, Way, or no Way, as they pleafed ; neither bad 
they any Occafion to pafs thro* any Town, or come 
near any Town, other than to buy fuch Things as 
they wanted for their neceflary Subii{lcnce> and in 
that indeed they were put to much Difficulty : Of 
which in its Place. 

But our three 'I'ravcllcrs were obliged to keep the 
Road, or elfc they muft commit Spoil and do the 
Country a great deal of Damage in breaking down 
Fences and Gates, to go over enclofed Fields, which 
they \ycre loth to do xk they could help it. 

Our three Travellers however had a great Mind 
to join themfclves to this Company, and take 
their Lot with them ; and after fome Difcourfc, they 
laid afide theirfirftDcllgn which looked Northward, 
and refolv'd to follow the other into EJfex; (o in the 
Morning they took up their Tent and loaded their 
Horfc, and away they travelled all together. 

Tiiey had fome Difficulty in paffing the Ferry at 
the River lide, the Ferry-Man being afraid of them; 
but after fome Parly at a Diftance, the Ferry-Man 
was content to bring his Boat to a Place diftant from 
the ufual Ferry, and leave it there for them to 
tulic ir; fo putting themfclves over, hedirefted them 
to leave the Boat, and he having another Boat, 
fuid he would fetch it again, which it feems however 
he did not do for above Eight Days. 

Here giving the Ferry-Man Money before-hand, 
they had a fupply of Victuals and Drink, which he 
brought and left in the Boat for them, but not with- 
out, as I faid, having received the Mony before-hand. 
But now our Travellers were at a great Lofs and 
Difficulty how to get the Horfc over, the Boat be- 
ing fmall and not fit for it, and at laft cou*d not do 
it without unloading the Baggage, and making him 
fwim oven 

From 
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From the River they travelled towards the Foreft, 
but when they came to fValthamfiow the People of 
that Town denied to admit them, as was the Cafo 
every where : The Conftables and their Watchmen 
kept them oft' at a Diftance, and Parly 'd with them ; 
they gave the fame Account of themfelves as before, 
but thefe gave no Credit to what they fnid, giving 
it for a Reafon that two or three Companies had al- 
ready come that Way and made the like Pretences, 
but that they had given fevcral People the Diftem- 
per in the Towns where they had pafs'd, and had 
been afterwards fo hardly ub'd by the Country, 
tho* with Juftice too, as they had defcrv'd ; that a- 
bout Brent'lVcod or that Way, fcveral of them Pe- 
rifh'd in the Fields, whether of the Plague, or of 
mere Want and Diftrcfs, they could not tell. 

This was a good Reafon indeed why the People 
of Walthamftcw IhouM be very cautious, and why 
th^y fhou'd refolve not to entertain any Body that 
they w*ere not well fatisfied of. But as Richard the 
Joyner, and one of the other Men \yho parly *d with 
them told them, it was no Reafon why tliey (hould 
block up the Roads, and rcfufe to let People pafs 
thro' the Town, and who ask'd nothing of them, but 
to go through the Street : That if their People were 
afraid of them, they might go into their Houfes and 
fliut their Doors, they would neither fliow them 
Civility nor Incivility, but go on about their Buflnefs. 

The Conftables and Attendants, not to I c pcr- 
fwadcd by Reafon, continued Obftinate, and ^ . ou'd 
hearken to nothing; fothc two Men thatciik''! ^^ith 
them went back to their Fellows, to confil v. iiat 
was to be done: It was very difr??!'. .e! /^ ir: rie 
whole, and they knew not what to d-* i -; a ^, .J 
while : Butatlaft yohntht Soldier .^:. \ [;iil.uii-r ^ Vt 
confidering a-while. Come, fay ; he, i< iv: .he iv'l ka 
the Parly tome; he had n r ;i;»-ci: I >v.r K> : j 
fets the Joyner /i/cAiiri:/ ro ;V i-'i :: cui '. -rav hv. -s 
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out of the Trees, and (hape them as like Guns as 
he could, and in a little time he bad fivoor fix fair 
Muskets, which at a Diftance would not be known; 
and about the Part where the Lock of a Gun is 
he caufed them to wrap Cloths and Rags, fuch as 
they had, as Soldiers do in wet Weather, to- pre- 
lervc the Locks of their Pieces from Ruft, the reft 
was difcolour'd with Clay or Mud, fuch as they 
could get ; and all this while the reft of them fat 
under the Trees by his Direftion, in two or three 
Bodies, where they made Fires at a good Diftance 
from one another. 

While this was doing,he advanced himfelf and two 
or three with him, and fet up their Tent in the Lane 
within fight of the Barrier which the Town's Men 
had made, and fet a Centincl juft by it with the re- 
al Gun^ the only one they had, and who walked to 
and fro with the Gun on his Shoulder, fo as that 
the People of the Town might fee them ; alfo he 
ty'd the Horfe to a Gate in ahe Hedge juft by, and 
got fome dry Sticks together and kindled a Fire on 
the other fide of the Tent, fo that the People of the 
Town cou'd fee the Fire and the Smoak, but cou'd 
not fee what they were doing at it. 

After the Country People had look*d upon them 
very carneftly a great while, and by all that they 
could fee, cou'd not but fuppofe that they were a 
great many in Company, they began to be uneafie, 
not tor their going away, but ior ftaying where 
they w ere ; and above all perceiving they had Hor- 
fes and Arms, for they had feen one Horfe and one 
Gun at the Tent, and they had feen others of them 
walk about the Field on the infide of the Hedge, 
by the fide of the Lane with their Muskets, as they 
took them to be, ShoulderM : I fay, upon fuch a 
Sight as this,you may be affured they were Alarm'd 
and terribly Frighted ; and it feems they went to a 
Juftice of the Peace to know what they ftiQuld do ; 
what the Juftice advised them to I know not, 

but 
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but towards Evening they call'd from the Barrier^ 
as above, to the Ccntinel at the Tent. 

H'luit do ye want f fays John * 

JVby^ what do ye intend to do? fays the Conftablc. 

To do^ fays John, IVhat wotted you have us to do ? 

Conft. Why don*c you be gone ? what do you ftay 
there for ? 

John. Why do you ftop us on the King's Highway, 
and pretend to refufe us Leave to go on our Way ? 

Cvnft. We are not bound to tell you our Rcafon, 
though we did lee you know, it was becaufe of the 
Plague. 

John. We told you we were all found, and free from 
the Plague, which we were not bound to have fatis- 
ficd you of, and yet you pretend to ftop us on the 
Highway. 

Confi. We have a Right to ftop it up, and our own 
Safety obliges us to it ; befides this is not the King's 
Highway, 'tis a Way upon Suft'erance ; you fee here 
is a Gate, and if we do let People pafs here, we make 
them pay Toll ? 

John. We have a Right to feek our own Safety as 
well as you, and you may fee we are flying for our 
Lives, and 'tis very unchriftian and unjuft to ftop 
us. 

Cvnjl. You may go back from whence yoU came ; 
we do not hinder you from that. 

John. No, it is a ftronger Enemy than you that 
keeps us from doing that ; or clfe we fliould not ha* 
come hither. 

Confi, Well, you may go any other way then. 



* It fecms yohtt WAS in the Tent, but hearing them call 
he fteps outf and taking the Gun upon his Shoulder> talked 
to them as if he had been the Ccntinel plac*d there upon 
the Guard by fome Officer that was his Superior. 
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John. No, no : I fuppofc you fee wc are able to 
fend you going, and all the People of your Parifh, 
and come tliro' your Town, when we will j but fince 
you have ftopt us here, we are concent ; you fee, wc 
have encamped here, and here we will live : w^e hope 
you will lurnifli us with Victuals. 

Ccnfi. We furnifli you! What mean you by that ? 

John. Why you would not have us Starve, would 
you ? If you flop us here, you muft keep us. 

Ccnfl. You will be ill kept at our Maintenance, 

"John. It you ftint us, wc fliall make ourfelves the 
better Allowance. 

Coiift. V/hy }ou will not pretend to quarter upon 
us by Force, \s ill you? 

John. We have olier'd no Violence to you yet, 

\vhy do you fccm ro oblige us to it? I am an old 

'. Soldier, and cannot liarve, and if you think that we 

flviU be obliged to go b^ck for want of Provifions, 

you are miftakcn. 

Cmfl. Since you threaten us, we fhall take Care 
to be flrong enough for you : I have Orders to raifc 
ihc County upon you. 

yohn. It is you that threaten, not we : And fince 
youarcfcr Mifchieij you cannot blame us, if wc 
do not gi\'e you time for it ; v>e fliall begin ourMarch 
in a fexy Minutes. * 

Cohjl. What is it you demand of us? 

John. At Hrft vn e dcfir'd nothing of you, but 
Leave to go tlW t he Town j wcfliould have olfer'd 
no Injury to any of you, neither would you have had 
any Injury or Lofs by us. We are not Thieves, but 
poor People indiftrefs, and flying from the dreadful 



* This frighted the Conftablc and the People that were 
vrith him, thai they immediately chang'd their Note. 
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Plague in London,^ M'hich devours thouf&nds every 
Week ; Wc wonder iK)w you could be fo uomerci^ 
ful ! 

Conji. Se!f-prefervaticn obliges us. 

Jiihn, What! to (hue up your Compa/fion iti a CaC: 
of fuch Diftrefs as this ? 

Qjijjl. Well, it you \v ill pafs over the Fields on your 
Lett-hand, and behind that part of the Town, I 
will endeavour to have Gates open'd lor you. 

John. Our Horfcmen cannoc * pafs with our Bag- 
gage that Way ; it does not lead into the Road that 
we want to go ; and why Ihould you tbrcc us out of 
the Road ? bciidcs, you have kept us here all Day 
without any Provilions, but fuch as we brought with 
us ; I think you ought to fend us feme Provilions for 
our Relief. 

CoijJL If you will go another Way, we will fend 
you fome Provilions. 

John. I'hat is the way to have all the Towns in 
the County flop up the Ways againft us. 

Cohft. h they all furnifli you w ith Food, what \yill 
you be the worfe, I fee you have Tents, you want 
no Lodging. 

Jo/m. Well, w hat quantity of Provifions will you 
fend us ? 

Coi:/l. How many are you ? 

jfobn. Nay, we do not ask enough for all our 
Company, we are in three Companies ; if you will 
fend us Bread for twenty Men, :^nd about fix or fc- 
ven Women for three Days, and fhew us the Way 
over the Field you fpcak of, we dcfire not to put 
your People into any fear for us, we will go out of 
our Way to oblige you, tho* we are as free from In- 
fcdlion as you are. 
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Cofjjt. And will you aflure us that your other 
People (hall ofTer us no new Difturbance. 

John. No, no, you may depend on it. 

Confi. You muft oblige your fclf too that none of 
your People Ihall come a ftep nearer than where the 
Provifions we fend you (hall be fet down. 

John. I anfwer for it we will noL 

Accordingly they fcnt to the Place twenty Loaves 
of Bread, and three or four large pieces of good 
'* Beef, and opened fome Gates thro* which they 
pafs'd, but none of them had Courage fo much as to 
look out to fee them go, and, as it was Evening, 
if they had looked they cou'd not have feen them 
fo as to know how few they were.. 

This was John the Soldier's Management. But 
this gave fuch an Alarm to the County, that had 
they really been two or three Hundred, the whole 
County would have been rais'd upon them, and they 
wou'd ha' been fent to Prifon, or perhaps knock'd 
on the Hc^d. 

They were foon made fenfiblc of this, for two 
Days afterwards they found feveralParties of Horfe- 
men and Footmen alfo about, in purfuit of three 
Companies of Menarm'd, as they faidy with Mus- 
kets, who were broke out from London^ and had 
the Plague upon them ; and that were not only 
fpreading the Diftemper among the People, but 
plundering the Country. 

As they faw now the Confequencc of their Cafe, 
they foon fee the Danger they were in, fo they re- 
folv'd by the Advice alfo of the old Soldier, to di- 
vide themfclves again. John and his two Com- 



* Here he calVd to one of his Men, and bade him order Cnpt. 
Kichard and his Pcopl* to March the Lower Way on the iidc of ihc 
Mai flics, and meet them in the Forcft j which was all a Sliam, for 
tlyy k|d no Captain ^RicharJ, or any fuch Con.piny. 
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rades with the Horfe, went away as if towards IVal-* 
tham\ the other ia two G)n[ipanics, but all a little 
afunder, and went towards Eppw^. 

The firft Night they Encamped all in the Forcft, 
and not far ofT of one anothcr^but notfettinguptbe 
Tent, left that (hould difcovcr them : On the, other 
haindkichard went to work with his Axe and hisHac. 
chet, and cutting down Branches of Trees, he built 
three Tents or Hovels, in which they all Encamp'd 
with as much Convenience as they could exped. 

The Provifioas thy had had at WaUhamftorv fcrvM 
them very plentiiully this Night, and as for the 
licxt they left it to Providence •, they had far'd 
fo well with the old Soldier's Couduft, that 
they now willingly made him their Leader \ and 
the firft of his Conduft appeared to be very good : 
He told them that they were now at a pro- 
per Diftance enough from Lcndon \ that as they 
need not be immediately beholden to the Conn- 
ty for Relief- fo they ought to be as careful the 
Country did not infeft them, as that they did not 
infeft the Country, that what little Money they 
had they muft be as frugal of as they could ^ that 
as he would not have them think of offering the 
Country any Violence, fo they muft endeavour to 
make the Senfe of their Condition go as far with 
the Country as it could : They all referred them- 
felves to his Diredlion; fothey left their j Houfcs 
fl:anding,and the next Day went away towards Ep^ 
fing; the Captain aifo, for (6 they now called him, 
and his two Fellow Travellers laid alidc their Dc- 
fign of going to i^^aUham^ and all went together. 

When they came near Epping they hal^cd^ chc?^ 
fing out a proper Vhcc in the open Foreft, not ve- 
ry near the High-way, but not far out ot icon the 
North- fide, under a little clufter of low Pollards 
Trees: Here they pitched their little Camp, which 
confifted of three large Tents or Hurts nnde of 
Poles, which their C;irpenter, ai«d fi^cli a^ were h?s 
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Adlftants, cut down and fix'd in the Ground in a 
Circle, binding all the fmall Ends together at the 
Top, and thicknlng the fides with Boughs of 
Trees and Bufhes,* fo that they were compleatly 
clofe and warm. They had befides this, a little 
Tent where the Women lay by thcmfelves, and a 
Hutc to put the Horfe in. 

It happened that the next day,or next but one was 
Market-day at Eppiv^ ; when Capt. Johny and one of 
the other Men, weiTt to Market, and bought fome 
ProvifiouSj that is to fay Bread, and fome Mutton 
and Beef, and two of the Women went feparately, 
as if they had not belonged to the reft, and bought 
more. Johi took the Horfe to bring it Home, and 
the Suck Cvvhich the Carpenter carry'd his Tools 
in) to put it in: The Carpenter went to Work 
and made them Benches and Stools to fit on, fuch 
as the Wood he coq'd get wou'd afford, and a kind 
of a Table to dine on. 

They were taken no Notice of for two or three 
Days, but after that, abundance of People ran out 
of the Town to look at them, and all the Country 
was alarmed about them. The People at firftfcem'd 
afraid to come near them, and on the other Hand 
they defirM the People to keep off, for there was a 
Rumour that the Plague was at Walthanty and that it 
had been in Eppwg two or three Days So John called 
out to them not to come to them, For^ fays he, we 
are a'l whole and found People here^ and we would not 
have you bring the Plague among usy nor pretend we 
brought it among you* 

After this the Parifh Officers came up to them 
and parly'd with them at a Diftance, and defir'd to 
know who they were, and by what Authority they 
pretended to fix their Stand at that Place ? John 
anfwcrcd very frankly, they were poor diftrelTed 
People trom London^who forefecing the Mifery they 
Ihould be reduced to, if the Plague fpread into the 

it), 
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City> had fled out in time for their Lives, ind ha- 
ving no Acquaintance or Relations to Ry to, had 
firft taken up at Iflington, but the Plague being come 
into that Town, were fled further, and as they fup- 
pos'd that the People of £^^i»g might have refus'd 
them coming into their Town,they had pitch'd their 
Tents thus in^thc open Field, and In the Forelt^ 
being willing to bear all the Hardfhips of fudi 
a difconfolate Lodging, rather than have ?ny one 
think or be afraid that they Ihould receive Injury 
by them. 

At firfl; the Effbig People ralk'd roughly to them^ 
and told them they muft remove •, that this was no 
Place for them •, and that they pretended to be 
Sound and Well, but that they might be infe(3ed 
with the Plague for ought they knew, and might 
infeft the whole Country, and they cou'd not fullct 
them there. 
John argu'd very calmly with them a great while, 
and ^old them, * That London was the Place by 
which thw-y, that is, the Towufmcn of £p^i;/^and 
all the Country round them, fubfiltcd \ to whom 
they fold the produce of their Lands, and out of 
whom they made the Rent of their Farms; and 
to be fo cruel to the Inhabitants of London, or 
to any of thofc by whom they gain'd fo much 
was very hard, and they would be loth to have 
it remembered hereafter, and have \t told hov/ 
barbarous, how unhofpitable and how unkind 
they were to the People of London^ when they 
fled from the Face of the moft terrible Enemy 
in the World > that it would be enough to make 
the Name of an £p//V;^-Man hateful thro' all the 
City, and to have the Rabble5tonc them in the 
^ very Streets, whenever they came h much as to 
' Market i that they were not yet fecurc from being 
Vifited themfelves, and that as he heard, Waltha^ 
* was already j that they would think it very hnd 
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* that when any of them fled for Fear before 

* they were totichM, they fhould be deny'd the 

* Liberty of lying fo much as in the open Fields. 
The Efping Men told them again, That they, in- 

deed, faid they were found and free from the In- 
fcftion, but that they had no aflurance of it ; and 
that it was reported, th;U there had been a great 
Rabble of People at Walthamftow, who made fuch 
Pretences of being found, as they did, but that they 
threatened to plunder the Town, and force their 
Way whether the Parifll Officers would or no; 
That they were near 200 of them, and had Arms 
and Tents like Low-Country Soldiers \ that they 
extorted Provifions from the Town by threat- 
ning them with living upon them at free Quarter, 
flicwing their Arms, and talking in the Language 
of Soldiers; and that feveral of them being gone 
away towards Ruviford and Brent-Wood^ the Coun- 
try had been inlcftcd by them, and the Plague 
fpread into both thofe large Towns, fo that the 
People durft not go to Market there as ufual ; that 
it was very likely they were fome of that Party, 
and if fo, they deferv'd to be fcnt to the County 
Jail, and be fecur'd till they had made Satisfaftion 
for the Damage they had done, and for the Terror 
and Fright they had put the Country into. 

"John anfwercd. That what other People had done 
was nothing to them ; that he alTured them they 
were all of one Company, that they had never 
been more in Number than they faw them at that 
time i (which by the way was very true) that they 
came out in two feperate Companies, but joyn'd 
by the Way, their CaTes being the fame i that 
they were ready to give what Account of them- 
felves anv Body cou'd dcfire of them, and to give 
in their Names and Places of Abode, that fo they 
might be calPd to an Account for any Difbrder 
that they might be guilty of j that the Townfmen 

might 
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might fee they were content to live Jiardly* and 
only defir'd a little Room to breath in on the Fo-. 
reft where it was whollbme, for where it was not 
they couM not Hay, and wouM decamp if they 
found it othcrw^fe there. 

But, faid the Townfmen, we have a great charge 
of Poor upon our Hands already, and we muft take 
care not to cncreafcit ; we fuppofe you can give U5 
no Security againft your being chargeable to our 
Parifli and to th(? Inhabitants, any more than you 
can of being dangerous to us as to the Infcftion. 

* Why look you, f^ys John^ as to being charge- 
able to you, we hope we (hall not \ if you will re- 
lieve us with Provifions for our prefent NeccHity, 
we will be very thankful j as wc all livM without 
Charity when we were at Home, fo we will o- 
blige ourfelves fully to repay you, if God plea fe 
to bring us back to our own Families and Houfcs 
in Safety, and to reftorc Health to the People of 

London* 

* As to our dying here, we aflurc you, if any of 
us die, we that furvive, will bury them, and put 
you to no Expence, except it (hould be that wc 
fliould all die, and then indeed the laft Man not 
being able to bury himfelf, would put you to that 
finglc Expence. which [ am perfwaded, fays John^ 
he would leave enough behind him to pay you for 
the Expence of. 

* On the other Hand, fays John, if you will Ihut 
up all Bowels of CompafTion and not relieve us 
at all, we Ihall not extort any thing by Violence, 
or fteal from any one % but when what little wc 
have is fpent, if we porilh for want, God's Will 
be done. 

John wrought fo upon the Townfmen by talking 
thus rationally and fmoothly to them, that they 
went away ; and tho' they did not give any confcnt 
to their ftaying there, yet they did not molcft tliera ; 
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and the poor People continued there three or four 
Days longer without any Difturbance. In this 
time they had got fome remote Acquaintance with 
a Victualling- Houfe at the out-skirts of the Town, 
to whom they called at a Diftance to bring fome 
1 itt!e Things that they wanted, and which they 
caus'd to to be fet down at a Diftance, and always 
paid for very honcftly. 

During this Time, the younger People of .the 
Town came trequcntly pretty near them, and wou*d 
ftand and look at them, and fometimes talk with 
them at feme Space between; and particularly it was 
obftrvcd, that the firft Sabbath Day the poor People 
licpt retired, worlhip'd Cod together, and were heard 
to iina Pfaims. 

I'htfc Things and a quiet inoftenfive Behaviour, 
began to get them the good Opinion of the Coun- 
try, and People began to pity them and fpeak very 
well ol them; the Confequence of which was, 
that upon tiie occafion of a very wet rainy 
Night, a certain Gentleman who liv'd in the 
iNCitjhbcurhood, fcnt them a little Cart with twelve 
Trudcs or Bundles of Straw, as well for them to 
lodge upcin, as to cover and thatch their Huts, and 
to keep them dry : The Minifterofa Parifh not 
fiir otf, net knov»'ing o\ the other, fcnt them alfq 
about two Bulhcis of Wheat, and half a Bufliel of 
whit^ Peas. 

They were very thankful to-be-fure for this Relief, 
andparciculaily the Straw was a very great Comfort 
tOL.cm; !i.r tho' the ingenious Carpenter had made 
Frames for tlicm to lie in likeTroughs,and fiil'd them 
v.ich Leasts of Trees, and fuch Things as they could 
f»et, and had cut all their Teni-cloth out to make 
them Coverlids, yet they lay damp, and hard, and 
unvvholefome till thi:^ Straw came, which was to 
them like Feather-beds, and, as John faid, more wel- 
come than Feather-beds wou'd ha' been at another 
time. This 
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This Gendcnian and the Minifter having thus 
begun and given an Example of Charity to thcfc 
Wanderers, others quickly followed, and they re- 
ceived every Day fome Benevolence or other From the 
People, but chiefly from the Gentlemen who dwelt 
in the Country round about ; fome f»:nr them Chr\irs, 
Stools, Tables, and fuch Houflioid Things as they 
gave Notice they wanted ; fome fcnt them Blan- 
kets, Rugs and Coverlids ; fome Earthcn-warc ; and 
feme Kitchin-w are for ordering their Food, 

Encourag'd by this good Ufagc, their Carpenter- 
in a few Days, built tiiem u large Shed or Houfc 
with Rafters, and a Roof in Form, and an uf per 
Floor in which they lodged warm, ibr the Weather 
began to be damp and cold in the beginning o( Sep* 
tember; But this Houfc being very well I'hatch'd, 
and the Sides and Roof made very thick, kept aut;- 
the Cold well enough: He made alfo an cartluni 
Wall at one End, with a Chimney in it ; and ano- 
ther of the Company, with a vaft deal of Trouble 
and Pains, made a Funnel to the Chimney to car- 
ry out the Smoak. 

Here they liv'd very comfortably, tho* coarfcly, 
till the beginning of September^ when they had the 
bad News to hear, whether true or not, that the 
Plague, which was very hot at JVnltham-Abby on 
one fide, and at Rwnfcrd and Bre/it-lflod on the 
other fide, was alfo come to Efpivgy to H^ocdford^ 
and to mofl of the Towns upon the Foreft, and 
which, as they faid, was brought down among them 
chiefly by the Higlers and fuch People as went to 
and from £cf/^0/7 with Provifions. 

If this was true, it was an evident Contradiftion 
to that Report which was afterwards fpread all over 
Englimdyb\M which, as I have fuiJyl cannot confirm of 
my Own Knowlcdge,namcly,That the Market People 
carrying Provifions to the City, never got the Infec- 
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tion or carryM it back into the Country j both M^hich 
1 have been afllired, has been falfe. 

It might be that they were preferv'd even beyond 
Expett^ition^ though not to a Miracle, that abun- 
dance went and come, and were not touched, 
and that was much tor the Encouragement of the 
poor People of London^ who had been compleatly 
jniferable, if the People that brought Provifions 
to the Markets had not been many times wonder- 
fully prefervM, or at leaft more prefcrv'd than cou'd 
be reafonably expedcd. 

But now thefc new Inmates began to be difturb'd 
more ctllctually, for the Towns about them were re- 
ally infcitcd, and they began to be afraid to trull 
one another fo much as to go abroad for fuch things 
as they wanted, and this pinchM them very hard ; 
for now they had little or no:hing but what the cha- 
ri tabic Gentlemen of the Country fupply'd them 
\K'kh' Buc for their Encouragement ir happened, that 
otiicrGentlcmcn in the Country who hud not fcnt *cm 
any thing before, began to hear of them and fupply 
thtni, aixl 0! e (^nt chem a large Pig, that is to fay 
a Purker ; anotlicr two Sheep ; and another fenc 
them a Calf: In Ihorr, they had Meat enough, and, 
fomctimes had Chcefc.and Milk, and all fuch things ; 
They were chielly ^utHo it for Bread, for when the 
Oendcmen fenc them Corn they had no where to 
bake it, cr to grind it : 'I'hi.s made them ear the firft 
two Burtiel of Wheat that was fcnt them in parched 
Corn, as the If.aeUtes of old did without grinding or 
analiing Bread of it. 

At lafl they found means to carry their Corn to a 
Windmill near IVvodforJ^ wiiere they had it ground ; 
and afterwards the Bifcuit Baker made a Hearth {c^ 
hollow and dry that he cou'd bake Bifcuit Cakes 
tolerably well \ and thus they came into a Condition 
to live without any affiftance or fupplies from the 
Towns ; and it was well they did, for the Country 
was fcon after fully Infcfted, and about 120 were 

faid 
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fasd to hare died of cfac Diflcmpcr in the Villages 
near chcm, which was a terrible thing to them. 

On this they cail'J a new Councily and now the 
Towns had no need to be afraid th^ Ihoiild fee tie 
near thein, but on the contrary feveral Families of 
the poorer fort of the Inhabitants quitccd their Hou- 
feS) and built Hutts in the Forcll atcer the fame 
manner as they had dune : But it was obfervM, that 
feveral of thefe poor People that had fo reniov*d9 
had the Sicknefs even in their Hutts or Booths ; the 
Reafon of which was plain, namely, not becaufe they 
removed into the Air, but becaufe they did not re- 
move time enough, that is to fay, not till by openly 
converting with the other People their Keighbours, 
they had the Diftemper upon them, or, (as may be 
faid) among them,and fo carry *d it about ihem whi- 
ther they went : Or, (2.) Bccaufc they were not 
careful enough after they were fafcly removed out 
of thcTowns, not to come in again and mingle with 
the dife.ifcd People. 

But be ic which of thcfe it will, when our Tra- 
vellers began to perceive that the Plague was not 
only in the Towns, but even in the Tents and Huts 
on the Forcft near tliem, they began then not only 
to be afraid, but to think of decamping and renio- 
vii^g ; tor had they ftay'd, they wou'd ha' been m 
manifeft Danger o( their Lives. 

It is not to be wondered that they were greatly 
afllii^cd, as bcin[j. obliged to quit the Place where 
they had been fo Kindly received, and where they 
had been treated with fv) i^ich Humanity and Cha- 
rity; butNecel^ty, and the hazard of Life, which 
they came out fo ikr to preferve, prcvail'd with 
them, and they faw no Remedy. Jo/m however 
thought of a Ij[^cdy for their prcfcnc Misfortuiic, 
namely, that hv wo?4lJ firft acquaint that Gentleman 
who waj theirprincipal B<inetador, with the Diftrels 
they were in, and to crave his Afllflanccand Ad- 
Vice. 

The 
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The good charitable Gentleman encouraged them 
to quit the Place, for fear they fhould be cut oft' 
from any Retreat at all, by the Violence of the Di- 
ftempcr ; but whither they fhould go, that he found 
very hard to direft them to. Ac laft Johtt ask'd of 
him, whether he (being a Juftice of the Peace) would 
give them Certificates of Health to other Jufticcs 
vho they might come before, that fo whatever might 
be their Lot they might not be repulfed now they 
had been alfo fo long from London. This his Wor- 
fhip immediately granted, and gave them proper 
Letters of Health, and from thence they were at Li- 
berty to travel whither they pleafed. 

Accordingly they had a full Certificate of Health, 
intimating, 'J'hat they had refided in a Village in the 
County of £//^x fo long,that being examined and fcru- 
tiniz'd fufficiently, and having been retired from all 
CoiiVcrfation for above 40 Day s,Nvithout any appear- 
ance ot Sicknefsjthey were therefore ccrtainlyconclu- 
dcd tobe Sound Men, and might be fafely entcrtainM 
any where, having at laft removed rather for fear of 
the Plague, Nvhich was come into fuch a Town^ ra- 
ther than for having any lignal of Infection upon 
them, or ujx)n any belonging to them. 

With this Certificate they removed, tho' with 
great Rcluftance ; and John inclining not to go far 
trom Home, they mov'd towards the Marfhes on 
the {\i\c oi IValtham : But here they found a Man, 
vho it fccms kept a Weer or Stop upon the River, 
made to raife the Water for the Barges which go 
up and down the River, and he terrified them with 
ciifmal Stories of the Sicknefs having been fpread in- 
to all the Towns on the River, and near the River, 
on the iide of Middlefex and Hertfordjhire ; that is to 
fay^ into IValthanty JValtbain-Crofs ^ Enfield and MAirey 
and all the Towns on the Road, that they were a- 
traid to go that way; tho* it feems the Man imposed 
upon them, for that the thing was not really true. 

How- 
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However it terrified them, and they, rcfolvcd to 
move crofs the Foreft towards Rumfvrd and Brent- 
fVooJ; but they heard that there were numbers oi 
People fled out o( London that way, who lay up and 
down in the Foreft called Henah Foreft, reachiiig 
near /{ww/wi, and who having noSubfiftcnce or Ha- 
bitation, not only liv'd oddly, and furtcrcd great Ex- 
tremities in the Woods and Fields for wane of Re- 
lief, but were faid to be made fo defpcratc by thofe 
Extremities, as that they offered many Violences to 
tiie County, robb'd and plundered, and kill'd Cattle, 
and the like j that others building Hutts and Hovels 
by the Road-fide Begg'd, and that with an Impor- 
tunity next Door to demanding Relief; fo that the 
County was very uneafy, and had been obliged to 
take fomc of them up. 

This, in the firft Place intimated to them, that they 
would be fure to find the Charity and Kindncfs of 
the County, which they had found here where they 
were before, hardned and flint up againft them ; and 
that on the other Hand, they would be queftion'd 
where-cvcr they came, and would be in Danger of 
Violence from others in like Cafes as themfclvcs. 

Upon all thefe Confiderations, Jo/m^ their Cap- 
tain, in all their Names, went back to their good 
Friend and Benefaftor, who had relieved them be- 
fore, and laying their Cafe truly before him, hum- 
bly ask'd his Advice ; and he as kindly advifed 
them to take up their old Quarters again, or if not, 
to remove but a little further out of the Road, 
and directed them to a proper Place for them; 
and as they really wanted fome Houfe rather than 
Huts to flicker them at that time of the Year, it 
growing on towards Mi.haelmas^ they found an old 
decayed Houfe, which had been formerly fome Cot- 
tage or little Habitation, but was fo out of repair 
as icarce habitable, and by the confent of a Farmer 

to 
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to wliofe Farm it belonged, they got leave to make 
^ hat ufe of it they could. 

The ingenious Joyner and all the reft by his Di- 
rections, went to work with it, and in a very tew 
Days made it capable to fhclter them all in cafe o( 
bad Weather, and in which there was an old Chim- 
ney, and an old Oven, tho' both lying in Ruins, 
yet they made them boih fir for Ufe, and raifing 
Additions, Sheds, and Leantoo*s on every fide, they 
foon made the Houie capable to hold them all* 

I'hey chiefly wanted Boards to malie Window- 
Ihutters, Floors, Doors, and fcveral other Things ; 
but as the Gentlemen above favoured them, and the 
Country was by that Means made eafy with them, 
and above all, that they were known to be all found 
and in good health, every Body help'd them with 
what they could fpure. 

Here they encamped for good and all, and refolv'd 
to remove no more ; they faw plainly how terribly 
nlarm'd that County was every where, at any Body 
that, came from LofiJou; and that ihey fliould have 
ro admittance any where but with the utmoft Dit- 
iiculty, at leaft no friendly Reception and Alfi- 
flar.< c as they had received here. 

Now altiio* they recciv'd great Afliftanccand En- 
couragement from the Country Gentlemen and from 
the People round about them, yet they were put to 
great Straits, for the Weather grew cold and wet in 
Oiiober avMiiNovember^ and they had not been us*d to fo 
much hardlhip; fo that tiiey got Colds in theirLimbs, 
and Diftempers, but never had the Infection : And 
thus about December they came home to the City 
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I give this Story thus at large, principally to give 
an Account w hat became of the great Numbers of 
People wh'ch immediately appeared in tiie City 
as foon as the Sicknefs abated : For, as I have faid, 
great Numbers of thofe that were able and had 

Retreats 
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Retreats in the Country, fled to thofe Retreats; 
So when it was cncreafed to fuch a frightiul Extre-' 
mity as I have related^ the midling People who had 
not Friends, fled to all Parts of the Country wher# 
they cou'd get fliclter, as well thofe that had Mony 
to relieve themfclvesj as thofe that had not. Thofe 
that had Mony always fled fartheft, bccaufe they 
were able to fubfift themfelvcs; but thofe who were 
empty, fuft'erM, as I have faid, great Hardfhips, and 
were often driven by Neccffity to relieve their Wants 
at the Expence of the Count ry : By that Means the 
Country was made very uiieafieat them, and fomc- 
times took them up, the' even then they fcarcc knew 
what to<io with them, and were always very back- 
ward to punifh them, but often too they forced 
them from Place to Place, till they were obliged to 
come back again to Londm* 

I have^ fincc my knowing this Story of jfo/j» and 
his Brother, enquired and found, that there were a 
great many of the poor difconfolate People, as above, 
fled into the Country every way, and fomc of them 
got little Sheds, and Biirns, and Out-houfcs to 
live in, where they cou'd obtain fo much Kind- 
nefsof the Country, and efpecially where they had 
any the leaft fatistadory Account to give of them- 
felves, and particularly that they did not come out of 
London too late. Butothers, and that in great Num- 
bers, built themfclvts little Huttsand Retreats in the. 
Fields and Woods, and liv'd like Hermits in Holes 
and Caves, or any Place they cou'd find; and where, 
we may be fure, they fufterM great Extremities, 
fuch that many of them were oblig'd to come back 
again w hatever the Danger was ; and fo thofe little 
Huts were often found empty, and the Country 
People fuppos'd the Inhabitants lay Dead in them of 
the Plague, and w ould not go near them for fear, no 
not in a great while ; nor is it unlikely but that fome of 

ch« 
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the unhapp)[ Wanderers might die Co all alone, even 
fomctimcs tbr want of Help, as particularly in one 
lY-nt or Hutr, was found a Man dead, and on the 
Gate of a Field juft by, was cut \\ith his Knife in 
uneven Letters, the following Words, by which it 
may be fuppos'd the other Man efcap'd, or that one 
clying firft, the other bury'd him as well as he could ; 

OmIsErY! 

Wc BoTH ShaLL DyE> 

WoE, WoE. 

I have given an Account already of what I found to 
lia'been the Cafe down the River among theSea-foring 
Men, how the Ships lay in the Ojjin^f as 'tis call'd, 
in Rows or Lines a-ftern of one another, quite 
down from the Pool as fur as I could fee , I have been 
told, that they lay in the fame manner quite down 
the River as low as Gravefend^ and fome tar beyond, 
even every where, or in every Place where they 
cou*d ride with Safety as to Wind and Weather ; 
"Nor did I ever hear that the Plague reach'd to any 
of the People on board thofe Ships, except fuch 
as lay up in the Pooly or as high as Deptfvrd Reach, 
altho' the People went frequently on Shoar to the 
Country Towns and Villages, and Farmers Houfes, 
to buy frelh Provifions, Fowls, Pigs^ Calves, and the 
like tor their Supply. 

Likewifc I found that the Watermen on the Ri- 
ver above the Bridge, found means to convey them- 
felves away up the River as far as they cou'd go ; 
and that they had, many of them, their whole Fa- 
milies in their Boats, covered with Tilts and Balesi 
as they call them, and furnith'd with Straw within 
for their Lodging j and that they lay thus all along 
by the Shoar iw the Marfhes, fome of them fetting 
up little Tents with their Sails, and fo lying under 
them on Shoar in the Day, and going into their 
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Boats at Night ; and in this manner^ as I have 
heard, the River-fides were lin'd with Boats and 
People as long as they had any thing to fubfift on, 
or cou'd gee any thing of the Country ; and indeed 
the Country People, as well Gentlemen as others, 
on thefe and ail other Occalions, were very forward 
10 relieve them, but they vcrc by no means willing 
to receive them into their Towns and Houfes, and 
tor that we cannot blame them, 

I'hcre was one unhappy Citizen, within my 
Knowledge, who had been Viiiced in a dreadful 
manner, lb that his Wife nvd all his Children were 
Dead, and himfell- and two Servants only left, with 
an elderly Woman a near Relation, who had nurs*d 
thofc that w ere dead as well as flie could : This dif- 
confolate Man goes to a VilU^ge near the Town, 
tho' not within the Bills oF Mortality, and rinding 
an empty Houfc there, enquires *out the Owner, 
and took tliC Houfe : After a lew Days he got a Cart 
and loaded it with Goods, and carries them dowvi 
to the Houfc ; the People of the Village opposed his 
driving the Cart along, but with fome Arguing?, 
and fomc Force, the Men that drove tl:c Cart along, 
got through chc Sircet up to the Door ot the Houfc, 
there the Conftablc reliftcd him again, and would 
not let them be brought in. 'I'hc Man cius*d the 
Goods to be unloaden and lay'd at the Door, tivA 
fcnt the Cart away; upon which they carr)M the 
Man before a Juftice of Peace ; that is to fay, they 
commanded him to gOj which he did. 'I'hc Juftice 
ordcr'd him to caufe the Cart to fetch away the 
Goods again, which he r^fulcdtodo; upon \vhich 
the Jufiice orderM the Conftablc to purfue the Car- 
ters and fetch them bach, and make them re-load 
the Goods and carry them away, or ta fet them in 
the Stocks till they came for farther Orders ; and if 
they could not find them, nor the Man would not 
confent to take them away, they ihould caufe them 

to 
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to be drawn with Hooks from the Houfe-Door and 
burnt in the Street. The poor diftrefs'd Man up- 
on this fetch'd the Goods again, but with grievous 
Cries and Lamentations at the hardfliip of his Cafe. 
But there was no Remedy j Self-prcfcrvation obliged 
the People to thofe Severities^ which they wou'd not 
otlierwife have been concerned in : Whether this 
poor Man liv'd or dy*d I cannot tell, but it was re- 
ported that he had the Plague upon him at that 
rime ; and perhaps the People might report that to 
juftify their Ufage of him ; but it was not unlikely, 
tliat cither he or his Goods, or both, were dangerous, 
when his w hole Family had been dead of the Di- 
ftemper fo little a while before. 

I kno' that the Inhabitants of the Towns adja- 
cent to Lomkn,\\xrc much blamed for Cruelty to the 
poor People that ran from the Contagion in their 
Diftrefs ; and many very fcvere things were done, as 
maybe feen from what has been faid; but I cannot but 
fay alfo that where there was room for Charity and 
AiTiItance to the People, without apparent Danger 
to themfclves, they were willing enough to help and 
relieve them. But as every Town were indeed Judg- 
es in their own Cafe, fo the poor People who ran 
a-broad in their Extremities, were often ill-ufed and 
driven back again into the Town; and this caufed 
infinite Exclamations and Out-cries againft the 
Country Towns, and made the Clamour very popu- 
lar. 

And yet more or lefs^ maugre all their Caution, 
there was not a Town of any Note within teil (or I 
believe twentyj Miles of the City, but what was 
more or lefs Infeded^ and had fome died among 
them. 1 have heard the Accounts of feyeral ; fuch as 
they were reckoned up as follows. 
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In Enfield 32 HeYtfvtri 90 Brent-H'lcd 70 

In Hornfey 58 H^are i6o Rum ford 10^ 

In Newington 17 HcdfJon 30 Barking ixbu 20D 

lt\ Tottenham 42 fValtham Ab. 2$ Branford 4J2 

In Edmonton 19 Epfing 26 King/Ion la? 

In if/^>7/^/ and Deptjurd 623 iV'iKe'j 81 

//lii/Zy 4 J Greenwuh 231 Ckrtfey lif 

In Sr. Alban$ 121 Eltham and Wiudjor 103 

InU'atfjrd 45 Lufinn 85 

In Uxbridge 1 1 7 C aj ^'^^^ 6 1 f ./wi j/i7j . 

Another thing might render tliC Country more 
ftritt w ich reflect 10 the Citizens, and cfpccially 
with refpcct to tl c Poor ; and this was what I hiin- 
cd :ic before, namely, that there was a fceming pro* 
penlity, era wicked Inclination in thofo that were, 
infected to irifcft others. 

There have been great Debates among our Phy- 
ficians, as to the Reafon of this; fomc will have ic 
lobe in rhc Nature of thcDifc^fejand th it it imprcf-' 
lbs every one that isfcized upon by it, with a kind of 
a Rage, and a hatred againft their ow'n Kind, as if 
there was a malignity, not only in the DIftempcr to 
tommunicate it (elf, but in the very Nature of Man, 
prompting him witii evil Will, or an evil Eyc^that /if 
i>'^n fay in tl)e Cafe of a mad Dog» w ho tho' the genr- 
Idi Creature before ot aiiy of his Kind, yet then will 
fiy upon and bite any one that comes next hira 
arid thofe as foon as any, w ho had been moft cbfwrv'd ' 
by him before. 

Others plac'd it to the Account of the Corup- 
tion of humane Nature, which cannot bear to fee 
itfclf more miferable than others of its own Spcciv't 
and has a kind of involuntary Wifli, tiiat all Men 
\\ere as unhappy, or in as bad a G^^nditiun as itfeif. 

Others fay, it was only a kind of D^fpcratiorif 
not knowing or regarding what they did, and con- 
fluently unconccrnM at the Danger or Safety, not 
only of aiiy Body near them, but even of thcmfclves 
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alfof And indeed when Men are once come to a 
Condition to abandon thcmfclvcs» and be uncoi> 
cern'd for the Safety, or at the Danger oFthei-^fclvcs, 
jt cannot be fo much uondcred that they Ihould be 
carelefs of the Safety of other People. 

JBuc I choofc to give this grave Debate a quire 
diftcrenc turn, and anfwcr it or refolvc ic all by 
fayiiig, '^That I do not grant the Facl. On the con- 
trary, I fay, rhit the Tiling is not really fo, but 
thac ic \v(is a general Complaint rals'd by the Peo- 
ple inhabitini» the cut-lying Villages ugainft the Ci- 
tizens, to juiliiy, or aclerjt excule thofc-^Harufllips 
m:d Seventies lb naich tall/J of, and in which Com- 
plaintSj both Sides inay be faid to have injured one 
another ; that is to fay, the Citizens f rcfling to be 
received and harboured in tin^.e of Diftrcfs, and with 




milies j and the hihabitants finding rhenifejves fo im- 
pofed upon, and the Citizens bi caking in as it were 
upon them whether they would or no, complain, 
thtit when they were intrded, they were not only 
regardlefs of others, but even willing to infect thcin; 
neither of which were really true, that is to fay^ in 
tlic Colours th.ey were dcfcrib'd in. 

It is true, there is fom'.chintr to be faid for the frc- 
qucnt Alarms which %\c.e given to the Country, ot 
t Jie refolution cf the People in Lai Jot: to come out by 
Force, not only for Relief, but to Plunder and Rol>i 
that they ran about the Streets with the Di- 
ftemper upon them without any control ; and that 
no Care was taken to fliut up Houfes, and confine 
the fitk People from infeding others; whereas, to 
do the Lo'/idomrs judictj they never pra<^tifed fuch 
things^except in luch particular Cafes as I have men- 
tion'd above, and fuch like. On the other Handeve- 
ry thing was managed with fo much Care, an J fuch 
excellent Order was obferv*d in the whole City anJ 
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Suburbs, by the Care of the Lord Mayor and AUw- 
mcn ; and by the Juftices of the Peace, Churchwor- 
iiens, iyc^ in the out-Parts ; that London may be a Pat- 
tern lo all the Cities in the Worldfor the good Govenv 
nient and the excellent Order that was every where 
kcpc, even in the time of the moft violent Infe&ion ; 
und when the People \vcre in the utmoft Confterna- 
tion and Diftrefs. But of this I fhall fpeak by itfelfr . 

One thing, it is to be obferv'd, was owing prin- 
cipally to the Prudence of the Magiftratcs, and ought 
TO be mentioned to their Honour, (viz^^ The Mo-^ 
deration which they ufcd in the great and difficult 
Work of fhutting up of Houfcs : It is true, as I have 
mentioned, that the Ihutting up of Houfes was a 
great Subject of Difcontent, aiid I may fay indeed 
the only Subject ot Difcontent among the People at 
that time; lor the confining the Sound in the fame 
Houfc with the Sick, was counted very terrible, and 
the Complaints of People fo confin'd were very grie- 
vous; they were heard into the very Streets, and 
tliey were fomerimes fuch that called for Rcfcnt- 
ment, tho* oftner for Compaflion ; they had no way 
to convcrfe with any of their Friends but out at their 
Windows, w^here they wouM make fuch piteous La^ 
mentations, as often mov*d the Henrts of thofcthcy 
talk'd with, and of ethers who pnfling by heard their 
Story ; and as thofe Complaints, oftentimes reproached 
the Severity, and fometimes the Infolence of th^ 
Watchmen placM at their Doors, thofe Watchmen 
wouM anfsver faucily enough ; and perhaps be apt to 
allrontthePeople who wercin theScreet talking to ,thc 
fafd Families ; for which, or for their ill Treatment of 
the Families, I think (cxqw cr eight of them in fe- 
veral Places were kill'd ; I know not whether I (hou*d 
fay murthered or not, becaufe I cannot enter into 
the particular Cafes. It is true, the Watchmen were 
on their Duty, and afting in the Poft where they 
v^erc placM by a lawful Authority j and killing any 
publick legal Officer in the Execution of his Office, 
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is alvaysin the Language of the Law caird Murthq 
But as chcy were not authorized by the Magiftri^tc' 
Inftru(!iions, or by the Power they acted under, u 
be injurious or abufivc, either to the People wh< 
were under their Obfervation, or to any that con 
ccrn'd themfclvcs for them ,• fo when they did fo,cl.e) 
might be faid to art themfelves. not their Office 
to aft as private Perfons, not asPerfons empIo)'tl. 
and conkqucntly it they brought Mifchief upoi 
thcmfelves by fuch an undue Behaviour, that Mil- 
chief svns upon their own Heads ; and indeed thej 
had fo much the hearty Curfe:>of the People, w hethci 
tlicy defcrx 'd it or not, tliat whatever befel them nc 
boily pitied thcir> and every Body was apt to fay, 
they dcferv'd it, wharever it was ; nor do I rcmemr 
bcr that any Boiiy was ever puniflVd, at ieaft to any 
confiderabic Degree, for whatever was done to the 
Watchmen that guarded their Houfej;. 

What variety of Stratagems were ufed to efcap^ 
and get out ot Houfes thus fliut up, by which tlie 
Watchmen were deceived or overpovvcr'd, and that 
the People got aw ay, I have taken notice of ahea^ 
«Jy, and iliall fay no more to that : But J Hiy the Ma- 
giftrates did moderate and eafe Families upon many 
Occafions in this Cafe,and particularly in thatoft^v 
Jiing away,orfurt'cring to be removed the lick Perfom 
out of fuch Houfes,when they were willing to be rcr 
mov'd either ro a Pcft-Houfe, or other Plugc^, and 
fomctimes giving the well Perfons \x\ the Family fo 
lluit up, leave to remove upon Information, givco 
that they were w ell,and that they would cpnfinc thenv< 
felves in fuch Houfes where they went, folpng as 
iliould be required of them. The Concern alfoofthe, 
Magiflrates for the fupplying fuch poor Families as 
were infected ; I fay, iupplying them with Necefl';i- 
ries, as w ell Piiyfick as Food, was very great, and in 
V'hich tixy did not content themfclvcs with givingi 
th.eneceflary Orders to the Oilicers appointed, biit 
rlic Aldermen in Perfon, and on Horfebackfrequentlv^ 

rid 



th P L A G U E. i«r 

rid ro fiich Houfes, and causM the People to be Hsk'd 
at their Windows^, whether Ihey were duly acreiid- 
ed, ornot? Alfo, vhether they wanted- ai>\' thing 
that was neceflary, and if the Oflicers had c6iY(lanr- 
!y carry 'd their Meflages,and t*etch*d them fuch firings 
^s they wanted, or not? And if they anfwcred In tiic 
Aftirmarive, all was well; bur if they coilnplainV', 
that they were ill fupply'd, and that the Officer diu 
not do his Duty, or did not treat them civilly, they 
f the Oflicers ) wttQ gencr.tliy removed, and others 
placed in their ftead. 

It is true, fuch Complaint might be unjuft, and 
if the Oflicer had fuch Arguments to ufe as would 
convince theMagiftrAte,that he was right,and that the 
People hud injur'd him, he was continued, and they 
reproved. But this part could not well bear a par- 
ticular Inquiry, for the Parties could very ill be 
brought face to foce, and a Complaint could not be 
vvellhcurd and anfwcr'd in the Street, from the Win- 
dows, as was the Cafe then ; the Magiftrates there- 
tbre generally chofe to favour the People, and remove 
the Man, as what feem'd to be the leafl: Wrong, and of 
thelcaft ill Confequence; fcemp^if tlve Warchmanwas 
itijar'd yet they could readily malte him amends by. 
gi^^i!^ghim another Port of 'he like Nature ;,but if 
the Family was injured, there- was no Satisfaftion 
could be made to rhcm, the Dimage perhaps being 
inseparable, as it concerned their Lives. 

•A great variety of thefe Cafes Irequently happened 
Betvecii the Watchmen and the poor People fliut up, 
befides thofe \ tormcrly mentioned about efcaping ; 
fometinies the Watchmen were abfent, fometimes 
drunk, fonder in.es alleep when the People wanted 
them, and fuch never fail'd tobepunlfli'dfevcrely, as 
indeed they deferv'd. 

But after all that wasor could be done in thefeCa- 
fes thcibuctingup of Houfes, fo as to confine thofe 
that were well, with thofe that were lick, had very 
great Inconveniences in ir, and fome that were very 
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triigical, and which merited to have been confidcr'd 
■ii there had been room for it ; but it was authorized 
by a Law, it had the publick Good in view, as cIk 
End chieHy aim'd at, and all the private Injuries thai 
were done by the putting it in Execution, muft U 
put to the account of the publick Benefit. 

It is doubtful to this day^ whether ii) the 
vhole it contributed any thing to the flop of tht 
Infeftion, and indeed^ I cannot iay it did ; for no- 
thing could run witJi greater Fury and Rage than 
the Infection did when it was in its chief Violence , 
tho' the Houfcs infefted were fliut up as exaftly, and 
as effcftually as it was polfible. Certain it is, that it 
all Uie intctted Perfons were effectually (liut in, no 
found Perlon could have been infciited by tlicm, be- 
cuife they could not have come near them. But the 
<. Jaic was this, and I fhall only touch it here, name- 
ly, that the Infedion was propagiced infenhbly, and 
by fuch Perfons as were not vilibly infe^ed, who nei- 
ther knew who they infefted, or who they were in- 
fcdtcd by. 

A Houfc in White- Chapel wti$ fllut up for the fake 
of one Infci^tcJ Maid, who had only Spots, not the 
'rokcns con^eouc upon her, and recovered ; yet thefc 
People obtained no Liberty to ftir, neither for Air or 
Excrcifc forty Days ; want of Breath, Fear, Anger, 
Vexacion, and all the other Griefs attending fuqhan 
injurious Treatmcnr, caff the Miflrefs of the Fami- 
ly into a Fever, and Vifitors came into the Houfe, 
:x\\d faid it was the Plague, tho' the Phyiicians declared 
it was not; however the Family wcrti .oblig'd cobc- 
t;in their Quarantine anew, on the Report of the Vi- 
iitor or Fxaminer, tho* their former Qiiarantinc 
wanted but a few Days of being finifh'd. 'I'his op- 
prcfs'd them fo with Anger and Grief, and, as tefire^ 
ilraiten*d them alfo fo much as to Room, and for 
V ant of Breathing and free Air, that moll of the Fa- 
milyTlil fick, one of cnc Diilcmpcr, one of another, 
chiefly Scorbuiick Ailments; c^ly en^ a vklm Chdi^k 
- ■ ■ till 
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'till after feveral prolongings of their Confinenicnt, 
fomcorodierofthofc that camj in wich the ViiUiX-^ 
to infpc^t the Perfons that were ill, in hopes Qt re- 
leafing them, brought the Diftcmper with ih^m, and 
inteded tlic whole Hoiifc^ and all or moft ot chcm 
died, not of the TlntHic, asreidty upon thcmbetpre, 
but of the Plague that thofc People brought thenMV ho 
Ihould hi' been careful 10 h:u c protedotl them from it; 
and this was a thing which frcquen:ly happened, anii 
was indeed one of the word Confcqucnccs of fliuuing 
Houfes up. 

1 had about this tiniw? a llttb Hardflup put upon 
me, which I was at hrft (greatly afllicted at, and very 
much diiturb'd about ; tho' as it prov'd, it did not ex- 
pofe me to anvDifaftcr ; and this was being appointed 
by the Alderinin or' Purtfoken Ward, one of the Exa- 
miners of t!ie Houfjs in the Precind where 1 liv'd ; 
we had a large Parilli, and had no Icfb than eighteen 
Examiners, as the Order call'd us, the People caird 
us Vifitors. I endcivour'd with all my might to be 
excus'd fromfuchan Employmenc.and ufed many Ar- 
guments with die Alderman's Deputy to be excused ; 
particularly 1 alletigcd, that I was ngainft fliutting 
up Houfes at all, i\\\(\ that it would be very hard to 
oblige nie, to be an Inftrument in tl;at which was a- 
gamft my Judgment, and which I did verily believe 
would not anfwer the End it was intended for, but all 
the Abatement I could got was only, that whereas 
the Officer was appointed bymy Lord Mayor to con- 
tinue, two Months, I Ihould be obliged to hold it but 
tnrce Weeks, on Condition, neverthelefs that I could 
then get fome other fufficient Houfe-keepor to ferve 
the re!\or' the Time for me, which was, in fliort,but 
a very fmall Favour, it being very difficult to get any 
Man CO accept of fuch an Employmen:, that was fit. 
to be intruded with it. 

It is true that (hutting up of Houfes had one Ef- 
fcft, whic!i Ian fenlible was of Moment, namely, 
itconaa*d the diftemper*d People, who would other- 
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vifp have been both very croublefome and very dan- 
pcrouji in their running ^bouc Street^ wkh the pi- 
^Jlcmpcr upon them, which when they wtre dilirious, 
they ;U omU have done in a inoft frightful manner j and 
as indeed they began to do at hr(l very much, \i\\ 
they >\ ere thusrellrain'd ; nay, fo very open they were, 
that the Poor would go about and beg at peoples 
X)ours,aiid fay rhcy had the Plague upon them, in I 
beg Rags for their Sores, or both, or any thing 
that dilirious Nature happened to think of. 

A poor uuhappy Gentlewoman, a fubflantial Ci- 
tizen*$ Wife was (if the Scory be irue^ murcher'd 
by one of thefe Creatures in Alder fgau-Jtreet^ or that 
Way ; He was going along the Street, raving mad to 
be furCj and finging, the People only faid, he was 
drunk ; • but he himfelf faid, he hud the Plague upon 
hirn, which, it feems, was true; and meeting this 
Gfndewoman, he would kifs her; flie was terribly 
frighted as he w as only a rude Fellow, and fhe run 
from him, but the Street being very thin of Peoplci 
there was no body near enough to help her : When Ihc 
fee he would overtake her, Ihe turnM, and gave him 
a TUruft fo forcibly, he being but weak, and pulhM 
him down backward : But very unhappily, Ihc being 
fonear, he caught hold of her, ar,d riiird her down 
alfo ; and getting up hrft, maficr'd her, and kifs'd 
Iicr ; and which \\as word of all, when he hud done, 
r(/;d Ijcr hehuil the Plague, and why fluuild not Ihe 
Invc it as well as he. Slic was fritjiiled enough be- 
f.rc, being alfo young wuh CiiilJi bur whcti Ihc 
heard him fay, he had the Plague, llic Icremr/dout 
and fell down in a Swoon, or in a Fix, whicli tho' 
flic recoverM a littic, ycc kiii'd her in a very few 
Days, and I never heard wlicthcr (he had the Plague 
or no. 

Another infected PciTon came» and knocked at the 
Door of aCiti/en*$ Houfe^ where they knew hiiu very 
well ; the Servant let him in, and being told the Ma- 
fter of the Houfe was above, he ran up, and came 
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into the Room to them as the whole FimflySvas at 
upper : They began to rif^ up a little lu^prfz'dt 
not k\v ing N^-hat the Matter was^ but he bid 
. them fit ftiil, he only came to take his leave of them. 
They ask'd him, Why Mr. — — where are you go- 
ing ? Going, fays he, 1 have got the Sicknefs^ and 
fliall die to morrow Night. *Tis eafie to believe, 
though not to dcfcribe the Confternation they were 
all ini the Women and the Man's Daughters which 
were but little Girls, were frighted almoft to Death, 
and got up, one running out at one Doori and otic 
.at another, fome down-Stairs and feme up-Stairs, 
and getting together as well as they could, lock'd 
themfclves into their Chambers, and fcreamcd out 
at theWindow for Help, as it they had been trighted 
out of their Wits: The Mafter more composed than 
they, tho* both frighted and provoke, \i'as going 
to lay Hands on him, and thro* him down Staxr^ 
being in a Pafllon, but then confidcring a little the 
vCondition of the Man and the Danger of touching 
him, Horror fciz'd his Mind, artd he flood ftill like 
one aftoniflied. The poor diftemper'd Man ail this 
while, being as well difeasM in his Brain ar? in his 
'Body, ftood ftill liKeonc amaz'd; at length he turns 
xom'\di Ay f fiiys he, with all the feeming caininefs 
imaginable, Is it fo with you nil ! An you alldiflurb^d 
at nit i why then fll e\ii go home and die tho-e-. And 
fo he goes immediately down Stairs : The Servant 
tint had let him in goes down after him with a Can- 
dle^ but was afraid to go paft him and open, the 
Door, fo he ftood on the Scairs to fee what he wou'd 
do ; the Man went and open*d the Door, and went 
out and flung the Door after him: It was fome 
while before the Family recovered the Fright, but' 
as no ill Confcquence attended, they have had occa- 
fion fince to fpeak of it (you may be fure^ with^ 
great Satisfaftion. Tho* the Man was gone it was ^ 
feme timc,nay. as I heard, fome Days before they re-, 
covered themfclves of the Hurry they were in, nor 
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ciid they go up and down the Houfc with any aflii- 
Trance, till tliey had burnt a great variety of Funies 
sind Perfiimes in all the Rooms, and made a great 
jmany Smoaks of Pitch, ol Gunpowder, and of Snl- 
phur,all fcparaiely fliiftcd ; and wafiied their Clothes, 
iind the like : As to the poor Manwhether he liv'dor 
dy'd I dcn^t remember. 

It is mod certain, that if by the Shutting up of 
Houfes the lick had not been confined, multitudes 
\vho in the height of their Fever were Dilirious and 
Dillracted, wouM ha' been continually running up 
and down the Streets, and even as it was, a very 
great number did fo, and oucr*d all forts of Violence 
to thofe they met, even juft as a mad Dog runs on 
and bites at everyone he meets; nor can I doubt but 
that fliou'd one of thofe infecled difeafed Creatures 
have bitten any Man or Woman, while the Frenzy 
of the Diflemper was upon them, they, I mean the 
Perfon fo wounded, wou'd as certainly ha' been in- 
curably infe&ed, as one that was fick before and had 
rhe Tokens upon him. 

I heard of one infcded Creature, who running out 
of his Bed in his Shirt, in the anguilh and agony or 
Ijis S^-vcllings, of which he had three upon him, got 
his Shoes on and v. cm to put on his Coat, but the 
"Nurfc rcfifting and fnatcliing the C )at from him, he 
threw her down, run over her, run down Stairs 
nnd into the Street directly to the Thames in his 
Shirt, the Nurfc running after him, and calling to 
t'l? Watch to ftophim; but the Watchmen fright- 
ed at the Man, and afraid to touch him, let him go 
• on ; upon which he ran down to the Still-yard Stairs, 
tlxrcw away his Shirt, and plung*d into the Thama^ 
nnd, being a good fwimmer, fwam quite over the 
Kiver; and the Tide being coming in, as they call 
it, that is running Weft- ward, he reached the Land 
not till he came about the Falcon Stairs, where land- 
ing, and finding no People there, it being in the Night, 
he ran about the Streets there,Naked as he was, for 

a good 
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a good while, when it being by that time High-water, 
he cakes the River again, and fwam back to die bcill- 
yard, landed, ran up the Streets again to liis own 
Houfc, knocking at the Door, went up the Stuir^ 
and into his Bed again j and tiiat this terrible Expe- 
riment cur'd liim ot the Plague, th.it is to fay, that 
the violent Morion ci his Arms and Legs (Irctch'd 
the Parts where the SwcHings he liad upon him were, 
that is to fay under his Ar^ns and his Groin, and 
caufcd them to ripen and break ; and that the cold 
pf the Water abated the Fever in his Blood 

I have only to add, that I do not relate this any 
jnorc than fome of the othert as a Fad within my 
own Knowledge, fo as that I can vouch the Truth of 
them, and efpecially that of the Man being cur'd 5y 
the extravagant Adventure, which I confefs I do not 
think very pofllble, but it may ferve to confirm the 
many defperate Things which the diflref5>'d People 
falling into, Diliriums, and what we call Lightbead- 
edncis, were frequently run upon at that time, and 
how infinitely more fuch there \\cu'd ha* been, if 
fuch People had not been confin'd by the fliucting up 
of Hcufes ; and this I take to be the bcft, if n t the 
only good thing which was perform*d by that fevcre 
Method. 

On the other Hand, the Complaints and ti.e Mur- 
murlngs were very bitter againft the thing itfelf. 

Ic vould pierce the Hearts of all thai" csme by 
to hear t!ie piteous Cries t f thofc infcded People, who 
being thus out of their UndcrAandinf;^ by the Vio- 
lence of their Pain, or the heat of their Blood, were 
either fliut in, or perhaps ty'd in their Beds and Chairs, 
to prevent their doing themfelves Hurt, apd who 
wcu'd make a dreadful outcry at their being confin'di 
and at their being not permitted to die ut large, as 
they call'd it, and as they wou'd ha* doi«e before. 

This running of difiempcr*d People about the 
Streets was very difmal, and tJie Magifiraies did 
dicir utmofl to prevent it, but as it was geni;rally in 

die 
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tlicNightandalwaysfudden,wl)cnfuch attempts were 
iTiade,tlicOfiicer55 cou'd not be at hand to prevent it, 
And even when any got out in the Day, tiie Officers 
appointed did not care to meddle with them,becaulc, 
as chey were all grievoully inicued to lefurt when they 
'Were come to that Heiglit, (o they were more than 
ordinarily infectious, and it was one of the mod dan- 
gerous Things tlut cou'd be to touch them ; on the 
other Hand^they generally ran,on not knowing what 
they did, till they dropp'd down (lark Dead, or till 
they had exhaufted their Spcrits fo,as that they wou*d 
lull and then die in perhaps half an Hour or an Hour, 

* and which was moft piteous to hear, they were fure 
to come to themfelves intirely in that half Hour or 
J-Jour, and then to make moft grievous and piercing 
dries and Lamentations in the deep afflicting Senfe 
of the Condition they were in. This was much of it 
before the Order tbrlhutting upofHoufes was Arict^ 
ly put in Execution, for at hrft the Watchmen wxrc^ 
net fo vigorous and fcvere, as they, were- after-' 
-ward in liic keeping the People in ; that is to iaj', bc-'^ 
tore they were, 1 mean fome of them, fcvercly pu« 
i-vilh'd for their Neglect, failing in their Dt^y^, and ^ 
letting People who were under their Circilipaw'ay, ' 
cr connnivjng at their going abroad whether lick oi* 
Avcll. But after they fiw the Officers appointed to 
examine into tluir Conduwt, were refolv'd to have ' 
them do their Duty, or be pimiflTd for the omifllon, ' 
they were more exad, and the People were ftricily ' 
reflrain'd ; which was a thirig they took fo ill, and 
bore fo impatiently, that their Difcontents can hard- 
ly be defcrib'd: Bet there was an abfolute Neccffity 

- tor it, that muft beconfefs'd, unlefs fome other Mea- 
fures had been timely enter'd upon, and it was too 
late for that. 

Had not this particular of the Sick's been reftrain'd 
ns above, been our Cafe at that time, London wou'd 
Ija* been the moft dreadful Place fhat ever was in 
tl;c World, there wou'd for ought i kno' have as 

many 



/^tf P L A G U E. 189 

many People dyM in the Streets as dy'd in th^tir 
Houfcs; ^or when the Diftmpcr was at its height, 
it generally made them Raving and Dilirious^ and 
when ihey >Nerc fo, they wou'd never be perfwadcd 
to keep in their Beds but by Force,- and many 
who werenotty*d,thrcw rhemlclves out of Windows, 
when they found tlicy cou'd not get leave to go out 
ot rheir Doors. 

Ic was for want of People converfing one with a- 
nother, in this time of Calamity, that it %vas 
impotfible any particular Perfon cou'd come at che 
Knowledge of ail the extraordinary Cifes that oc- 
turr'd in different Families ; and particularly I be- 
lieve it was never known to this Day how mary 
People in their Diliiiums drowned themfclves it\ the 
Thatms^ and in the River which runs from the Mar- 
flics by i/<ic/t:«47, which we generally ctilVdlVare River, 
or Hackney River i as to thofe which were fet down 
in the Weekly Bill, they were indeed few ; nor cou*d 
it be known of any of 1 1 lofe, whether they drowned 
themfelves by Accident or not: But I believe, I 
might reckon up more, who, within the compafs of 
my Knowledge or Obfervation, really drowned them- 
Jelves in that Year, than are put dow n in the Bill of 
all put together, for many ot the Bodies were never 
found,who,yet were known to be (b loft; and che like 
in other Methods of Self-Dcftru6tion.Thcre was alfo 
One Man in or about fVbitecrofs-ftreety burnt himfelf 
to J^cath in his Bed ; fome laid it Was dene by him- 
felf, .others that it was by the Treachery of the 
Nurfe that attended him ; but that he had tlie Plague 
upon him was agreed by all. 

It was a merciful Difpofition of Providence alfo, 
and which I have many times thought of at that 
time, thut no Fires, or no conquerable ones at Icaft, 
happened in the City, during that Year, which, if it 
had been otherwife, would have been very dreadful ; 
and either the People muft have let them alone un* 
quenched, or have come together in great Crowds 

and 



I <)0 M E M O I R S ^/^ 

and Throngs, unconcern^ at the Danger of the In"" 
fection, not concerned at the Houfes they went into, 
at the Goods they handled, or at the Perfons or the 
People they came among : But (o it was that ex- 
cepting that in Crippltgate Parilh, and two or three 
little Eruptions ot Fires, which were prefently ex- 
tinguifli'd, there was no Difaller of that kind hap- 
pened in tlic whole Year* They told us a Story of 
a Houfe in a Place call'd Svian-Al^e)^ pafling trom 
Gfljuel/'ftreet near the End of Oldftreet into Su John- 
flrecty that a Family w as infcded there, in ib terri- 
ble a Manner that every one of the Houfe died ; the 
lall Perfon lay dead on the Floor, and as it is fuppofed, 
had laid her felf all along to die juft before the Fire ; 
the Fire, it feems had fuilcn from its Place, being of 
Wood, and had taken hold of the Boards and the Joift^ 
they lay on, and burnt as far as juft to the Body, but 
had nor taken hold of the dead Body, tho' fhe had lit- 
tle more than her Siuft on, and had gone out of itfelf, 
not hurrirc^ the Reft of the Houic, tho* it was a 
flight Timber Houfe. How true this might be, I 
do not dctcrmiiit, but the City being to fuftcr fe- 
vcrely the next Year by Fire, this Year it felt very 
little of that Calamity. 

Indeed confidering the Deliriums, which the Ago- 
ny threw People into, and how I have mentioned v) 
their Madncfs, wiien they were alone, they did ma- 
ny dcfperate Things ; it was very ftrangc there were 
no more D^fafters of that kind. 

It has been frequently ask'd me, and I cannot fay, 
that 1 ever knew how to give a dired Anfwer to it. 
How it came to pafs that fo many infeded People 
appeared abroad in the Streets, at the fame time that 
the Houfes which were infefted were fo vigilantly 
fcavched,and all of them fliut up and guarded a^ they 
\vcre. 

I confefs, I know not what Anfwer to give to thi5, 
unlefs. it be this, that in fo great and populous a City 
as this is, it was impoflible to difcover every Houfe 
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tlmt was infedcd as foon a^ it was fo, or to fhut up 

all rhc Houfcs that were intci^cd : fo chat People 
had the Liberty ot' going about the Streets^ even 
where they plcafcd, unlcfs they were known to be- 
lontj to fuch and fuch infcdlcd Houfes. : , 

ic \% true, that asfeverai Phylicians told my Lord 
Mayor, the Fury ot the Contagion was fuch at fome 
particular 'limes, and People iickenM. fo faft, and 
died fo (oon, that it was impoflible and iuvtc^d to no 
purpofe to go about to enquire who was fick und \vl:o 
was well, or to fliuc them up wich fuch Exaitnefs't 
as the thing required ; almoft cv<TyHoufc in a whole 
Street being inicited, and in n^any Places every Pcr- 
fon infome of the Houfes; r.nd that which wasfliU 
\\orfe, by the time that the Houfcs were Icnow^n ta 
be inlc(^ted, moft of the Perions infcftcd v.ould be 
ftone dead, and the reft run away for Fear of be- 
ing fliut up ; fo that it was to very fuull Purpofe, to 
call them inteded Houfcs and lliut tircm up; the 
Infection having ravaged, and taken its Leave oftlm 
Houfe, before it was really known, that the Family 
was any way touchM. 

Tin's might be fufficicnc to convince any reafon- 
able Pcrfon, that as ic was not in the Power of the 
Magiftrates, or of any humane Methods or Policy^ 
to prevent the fprcadingthe Infe(iion ; fo that this, 
way of fliUtting up of Houfes wasperfedly infuffi- 
cicnt for that End. Indeed it fccmcd to have no man- 
ner of publick Good u\ it, equal or proportionable 
to the grievous Burthen that ic was to the particular 
Families, that were fo lliut up :, and as tar as I was 
employed by the publick iadireding that Severity, 
I frequently fouixi occalion to fee, that it was iiKa- 
pable of anfwcring the End. For Example as I 
was defired as a Viiltor or Examiner to enquire 
into the Particulars of feveral Families which were 
infeded, wc fcarce came to any Houfc where 
the Plague had vilibly appeared in the Faroilyy but 
that fome of tlie Family were Fled and gone ; the 

Magi- 
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Klagiftrates would rcfent this, and charge the Exa- 
niiners with being rcmifs in their Examination or 
Infpedion : But by that moans Houfes were long in- 
fe&ed before it was known. Now, as I was in this 
dangerous Office but half the appointed time, which 
was two Months, it was long enough to inform 
niyfdf, that we were no way capable of coming at 
the Knowledge of the true ftate of any Family, but 
by enquiring at the Door, or of the Neighbours ; as 
Ibr going into every Houfc tofearch, that was a part, 
Jio Authority wou'd oft'er to impofe on tiic Inhabi- 
tants, or any Citizen wou^d undertake, for it wou'd 
ha' been cxpofing us to certain hifed.onand Death, 
and to the Ruine of our own Families as well as of 
ourftlves, nor wou'd any Citizen of Probity, and 
that cou'd be depended upon, have ftaid in the Town, 
if they had been made liable to fuch a Severity. 

Seeing then that we cou'd come at the certainty 
of Things by no Method but that of Enquiry of the 
Neighbours, or of the Family, and on that we cou'd 
not juHl) depend, it was not poifible, but that the 
incertainty of this Matter wou'd remain as above. 

It is true. Mailers of Families were bound by the 
Order, to give Notice to the Examiner of the Place 
wherein he liv'd, within two Hours after he fhou'd 
difcoverit, of any Perfon being fick in his Houfc, 
that is to fay, having Signs of the Infection, but they 
found fo many ways to evade this, and excufc their 
Negligence, that they feldom gave that Notice, till 
they had taken Meafuresto have every one Efcapc out 
of the Houfe, who had a mind to Efcape, whether 
they were Sick or Sound; and while this wasfo, it 
iseaficto fee, that the (hutting up of Houfes was 
no way to be depended upon, as a fufficient Method 
for putting a flop to the Infcftion, bccaufe, as I have 
faid elfewhere, many of thofc that fo went out of 
thofe infedtd Houfes, had the Plague really upon 
them, tho* they might really think themfelvcs Sound : 
And fome of thefe were the People that walk'd the 
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Streets till they fell down DwmJi not that they ^^crc 
fucldenly ftruck ysitU the Diftcmpcr, as with a 
Dullet thac kili*d with the Stroke, but that thc7 
really had tlic Inie::tion in their Blood long before, 
only, that, as it pre\ 'd fecretl) on the Vitals, it ap- 
pear'd net till it Teiz'd the Heart with a mortal Po v - 
cr, and the Patient died in a Moment, as with a fu J- 
den Fainting, or an Apopleftick Fit. 

I know that fome,e\en ot our PhyIicians,thoughr, 
for a time, thac thofe People that fo died in the 
Sireets, were feiz'd but that Jwoment they fell, i^s 't 
they had been couch'd by n S;roke from Heaven, as 
Men are kiil'd by a llafli of Ligluningi but they founJ 
Rcitfon to alicr thi;ir Opinion iifctrward j for upon 
examining the Bodies ot fuch afrer the)' were D-rad, 
they always either had Tokens upon tiiem, or other 
evident Proofs rl the Diilemper having bvCn longer 
upon them, than they ii ad otherwife expeacd. 

This often was the Reafon that, as 1 have {:\U\^ 
we, that were Examiners, were r.ot able to coirx ar 
the Knowledge of th.c Inrcai )n being c'^iter'd into 
a Houfe, rill ir was coohice to fhut it up ; and fomc- 
timts not till the People that were left, wcr^ all Dca J^ 
h^PeiticOiit-Liiiu two Houfes together were infected, 
and feveral people lick ,* but the D.flc.nper was fo 
well conceard, lii.e Examiner, who was my Neiga- 
bour, got no Kno\^ ledge of it, till Notice was (lac 
him tliai" the People were all Dead, and that th.c 
Carts (liould call tiicre to feccu them away. Tltc 
two Heads of the Families coiiCtricd their Mcafu res, 
and fo order'd tiicir Matters, as that when the Ex- 
aminer was in the Neighbourhood, chey appeared 
generally one at a time, and aiifwered, that is, hcd 
toronca!)other, or got fomeof the Neighbourhood 
to fay they were all in Health, and perhaps knew no 
: better, till Death making it impolfible to keep it any 
longer as a Secret, tlic dead-Carts were call'd in 
the Night, the Houfes to both, and fo it became 
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publick : But when the Examiner ordered the G}n' 
Itablc to fliuc up the Houfcs, there was no Body letc 
• in them but three Peoplctwo in one Houfe, and one 
in the other juft dying, and a Nurfe in each Houfc, 
who acknowltdg'd that they had buried rive before, 
that the Houfcs had been inteded nine or tcii 
Days, and thit for all the reft of the two Families, 
which were many, they were gone, fomc fick, iomc 
well, or whether iick or well could not be known. 

In like manner, at another Houfe in the fame 
I.anc, a Man having his Family inte(5ted, but very 
unwilling ro be ftiut u{), when he could conceal ic 
no longer, fluit up himfelf ; that is to fay, he fet the 
great red Crofs upon his Djor wich the words Lcnn 
HAVH Mfrcv upon US J and fo deluded the Exami- 
ner, who fuppos'd ft had been done by the Conitablc, 
by Order ot the other Exammcr, for there were two 
Examiners to every Diflrict or Precinct ,• by rhis 
means he had free egrefs and regrefs into iiis Houfe 
again, and out of it, as he pleas'd notwithftanding it 
was infected itill at length his Stratagem was found 
out, and then he, with the found part of his Servants 
and Family, made off and efcapcd 5 fo they were no; 
fliutupat all. 

Theie things made it very hard, if not impoffibie, 
as Ihavejaidy to prevent the Spreading of an Intcc- 
tion by the fliutting up of Hqufes, unlefs the Pe6- 
pic would think the Ihutting up of their Houfes no 
Grievance, and be fo willing to have it done, .^s 
that they wouM give Notice dulv and faithfully to 
the Magiftrates of their being infected, as foon as it 
was known by themiclves : But as that can not be 
expected from them, and the Examiners Can not 
be fuppofed, as above, to go into their Houfes to 
vifit and and fearch, all the good of fliutting up Hou- 
fes, will be defeated, and few Houfes will befhut up 
in time, except thofe of the Poor, who can not con- 
ceal it, and of fome People who will be difcover'd by 
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the Terror and Confternation which the Thibg 
put chem into, • 

I got mj/fclf difchargM of the dangerous Office I 
was in, as roon as I cou'd get another admitted, who * 
I had obtained tor a little Mony to accept of it ; and 
ib, inftcad of ferving the two Months, which was di- 
rected, I was not above three Weeks in it; and; a- 
great while too, confidcring it was in the Month o€ 
Af^'giijiy at which time the liiftemper began to rage 
with great Violence at our cm of the Town. 

In the execution ot this Oillcc, I coii'd not refrain 
fpcaliingmy Opinion :imong my Neighbours, as to 
this lliutcing up the People in their Houfcsi in which 
we f:iw molt evidently the Severities that were ufcd 
thu* grirJMs in thcmfthesy had alfo tjiis particular Ob- 
jection agaiiill them, namely, that they did not an- 
fwer the tnclric J have faiJ^ but that the diilcmpcr'd 
People went J3ay by Day about the Streets; and ic 
was our united Opinion, that a Method to have re- 
moved the Sound from the Sick in Cufe of a parti- 
euhir Houfe being vificeJ, wou'd ha* been much 
more reafcnable on many Accounts, leaving no Body 
with the iick Peribn:;, but fuch as Ihou a on fuch 
Occalion requcft to (lay and declare themfelvcs coa- 
tent to be flvjt up with them. 

Our Scheme for removing thofe that were Sound 
'from thofe that were Sick, was only in fuch Houfes 
as were mfcfted, and confining the fick was no Con- 
finement ; thofe that cou'd not ftir, wou*d not com- 
plain,while they were in their Senfes, and while they 
had. the Power of judging : Indeed, when they came 
to be Dilirious and Light-headed, then they wou*d 
cry oCttot rhc Cruelty of being confinM ; but for the 
removal of thofe that were well, we thought it high- 
ly rcafonablc and juft, for their own fakes, they 
fliouM be removed from the Sick, and that, for other 
Pcoplc^s Safety, they fhou*d keep retired for a while, 
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to fee that tlicv were found, and might not infca 
others ; and we thought twenty or thirty Days enougii 
for this. 

Now certaii^Iy, it Houfes had been provide^i on 
purpofc for thufc that were lound to perform thi^^^dc- 
my Quarantine in, they wou*d have much iefs Rci- 
fon to thini; thcmfches injur'd in fuch a rtdraint, 
than in being confin'd with infetied People, in ti.c 
Houfes where they hv'd. 

It is herej however, to be obfcrv'd, that after t!ic 
Funerals became fo many, that People could not 
Toll the Bell, Mourn, (^r Weep, or wear Black for 
one another, as they did beh re ; no, nor fo much as 
make Coflins for thofe that died ; (o after a while the 
iury cf the Infection appeared to be fo encreafeJ, 
that in ihort, they fliut up noHoufes at all > it fccm'd 
enough that all the Remedies of that Kind had been 
ufed till they were found fruitlels, and that tlic 
Plague fpread itfeU with an irreliftible Fury, fo tl;ur, 
as the Fire the fucceeding Year> fpread itfelf and 
burnt with fuch Violence, that the Citizens in 
Defpair, gave over their Endeavours to extinguiili 
it, lo in the Plague, it came at laft to fuch Violence 
that the People fat ftill looking at one another, aiid 
feem'd quite abandon^! to Defpair ; whole Streets 
feem'd to be defolated, and not to be Ihut up only, 
but to be emptied of their Inhabitants ; Doors were 
lefc open, Windows Hood fliattering with the Wind in 
empty Houfes, for want of People to Ihut them ; In 
a Word, People began to give up themfelves to their 
Fears, and to think that all regulations and Methods 
w ere in vain, and that there w as nothing to be ho- 
ped lor, but an univerfal Defolation ; and it was c- 
ven in the height of this general Defpair, that it 
picafed God to ftay his J land, and to flacken the 
Fury of the Contagion, in fuch a manner as was e- 
vcn furprizing like its beginning, and dcmonllratcJ 

it to be his own particular Hand^and that above, if 
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rot w ithout the Agency of Means, as I fliall take 
Notice of in its proper Place. 

But I muft ftill fpcak of the Plague as in its heiglit, 
raging even to Defolation, and the People under 
the inoft dreadful Conilernation,even, as I have faid, 
to Dcfpair. It is hardly credible to what. ExceiVes 
the Paffions of Men cafry'd them in this Extremity 
ot the Diftemper ; and this Part, 1 think, was as 
moving as the reft ; What cou*d atfecl a Man i^ his 
full Power of Relkftion ; and \\ hat could mtiKe 
deeper Impreflions on the Soul, than to fee a Man 
almoft Naked and got out cf his Houfe, or perhaps 
out of his Bed into the Street, come out of Harrow^ 
Alley f a populous Conjunftion or Collcdtion of Al- 
leys, Courts, and Palfages, in the Butcher-row 
\vi JVhitechapfeU I fay, \\^hn.t could be more Af- 
fet^ting, than to fee this poor Man come out into the 
open Street, run Dancing and Singing, and making 
a thoufand antick Gefturcs, v»'ith five or fix Women 
and Children running after him, Crying, and calling 
upon him, for the Lord's fake to come back, and en- 
treating the help cf others to bring him back, but 
all in vain, no Body daring to lay a Hand upon him, 
or to come near him. 

'J'his was a moft grievous and aflliding thing to 
me, who fee it all from my own Windows ; for all 
this while, the poor aflliifted Man, was, as I obferv'd 
it, even then in the uimoft Agony of Pain, having, 
as they faid, two Swellings Opon him, which coud 
hot be brought to break, or to fuppurate ; but by 
laying ftrong Caufticks dn them, the Surgeons had, it 
fcemsjhopes to break them,wiiichCaufticks were then 
upon him, burning hisTlefh as with a hot Iron : I 
cannot fay what became of this poor Man, but I 
think he continued roving about in .that manner till 
ke fell down and Died. ' iv 

No wonder the Afpeft of the City it/clf was fright- 
fit^ the ufual coiicourfe of PcOple in the Streets, 

O 3 . and 
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and which ufed to be fupplicd from our end of the . 
Town, was abated i the Exchange was not kept fliuc 
indeed, but it was no more frec^entcd ,♦ the Fires 
were loft j they had been almoft cxtinguilhed tor 
fon e Days by a very fmart and hady Rain : But 
that was not all, fomc of the Phvficians infilled that 
they were not only no Benefit, but injurious to the 
Health ot People : This they nivadc a loud Clamour 
about, andcomplain*d to the Lord Mayor about it: 
On the other Hand, others of the fame Faculty, 
and Eminent too, opposed them, and gave their 
Reafons why the Fires were and muft be ufcfiil to 
alVwage the Violence of the Diftemper. I cannuc 
give a full Account of their Arguments on both 
Sides, only this I remember, that they cavil'd very 
jnuch with one another; fome were tor Fires, but 
that they muft be made of Wood and not Coal, 
and of particular forts ef Wood toOt fuch as Fir in 
particular, or Cedar, becaufo of the ftrong effluvia 
of Turpentine; Others were for Coal and not Wootl, 
becaufc of the Sulphur and Bitumen ; and others 
verc for neither one or other. Upon the whole, 
the Lord Mayor ordered no more Fires, and ef('c- 
cially on thisAccount,namcly, iliat the Plague was io 
fierce that they faw evidently it defied all Moans and 
rather fecmcd to encreafc ilian dccrenfe upon any 
application to check and abate it.; and yet this 
j\mazement cf the Magiftrates, proceeded rather 
from want of being able to apply any Means fiio- 
ccfsfully, than from any unwiilingntls cither to ev- 
fofc ihemfelvc*^, or undertake the Care and V/eigb.t 
of Bufinefs; for, to do them Juftfce, they neither 
fpared their Pains or their Perfons ; but nothing 
ar.fxNtr'd, the Infcftion rag\l, and the People vcrc 
row frighted and terrified to the laft Degree, h 
that, as I may fay, they give themfelves up, and, as 
I mentioned above, abandon 'd themfehxs to-thcir 

IDefpair. 

Bur 



the V LAC V E. 199 

Hue let me obfcrvc here, that when I fay the Peo- 
ple abandon'd themfelvcs to Dcfpair, I do not mean 
CO what Men call a religious Defpiir, or a Dofpair. 
of rhcir eternal State, but I mean a Defpair of their 
being able to efcape the Infection, or to out-live the 
Pla.gue, which they faw was Co raging and fo irre- 
fiftiblc in its Force, that indeed tew People that 
were touched with it in its height about Augnfi^ and 
September^ efcap'd : And, which is very particular, con- 
trary to its ordinary Operacion in June and Jiily^ 
and the beginning of Augujly when, as I have ob- 
fcrvM many were infected, and continued fo many 
Days, and then went otf, after having had the Poi- 
fon in their Blood a long time ; but now on the con- 
trary, moft of the People who were taken during 
the two laft Weeks in Auguft^ and in the three 
firft Weeks in Septemkr^ generally died in two 
or three Days at fartheft, and many the very 
fame Day they were taken ; Whether the Dog-days, 
or as our Allrologcrs pretended to cxprcfs them- 
felvcs, the Influence of che Dog-Star had that ma- 
lignant Eftcct ,• or all thofe who had the feeds of 
IiUbdion before in them, brought it up to a ma- 
turity at that time altogether I know not ; but this 
was the time when it was reported, that above 
3000 People died in one Niglit ; and tiiey that 
wou'd have ns believe they more critically obferv*d 
it, pretend to fay, th;it they all died within the fpacc 
ot two Hours, (1;/::..) Between the Hours of One 
and three in the Morning. 

As to the Siiddepnefsof People's dying at this time 
more than before, there were innumerable Inftances 
ot ic, and I could nanle feveral in my Neighbour- 
hood ; one Family without the Barrs, and not far 
from mc, wore all feemingly well on the Monday, 
.being Ten in Family, that Evening one Maid and 
one Apprentice were taken ill, and dy'd the next Mor- 
ning, \\ hen the other Apprentice and two Children 

were 
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were toucird, whereof one dy'd the fame Evening, 
and the other two on VVcdnefday: In a Word, by 
Saturday at Noon, theMafter, Miftrcfs, four Chil- 
dren and four Servants were iill gone, and theHoufe 
left entirely empty, except an ancient Woman* who 
came \\^ to take Charge of the Goods for the Maftcr 
of tlic Family's Brother, who liv*d not tar oti] and 
who had not been fick. 

Many Houfes were then left defolate, all the Peo- 
ple being carry 'd away dead, and efpecially in an 
Alley farther, on the fame Side beyond the Burrs, 
going in at the Sign of Mofes and Aarow^ there were 
fcvcral Houfes togcther,which (chey faid)!iad not one 
Pf^rfon left alive in them, and fome that dyM laft in 
fe'/eral of thofc Iloufcs, were left a little too long be- 
fo:e they were tetch'd out to be bury'd; the Rcafon 
v}i which was not as fome have written very untruly, 
that the living were not fufficien: to bury the dead ; 
but that the Mortality was fo great in the Yard or 
Alley, that there was no Body left to give Notice to 
the Buriersor Sextons, that there were any dead Bo- 
dies there lo be bury'd. Itwns fiid, how true 1 know 
not, that feme of thofc Bodies werefo much corrup- 
ted, and fo rotten, that it was with Difficulty they 
verc carry 'd; and as the Carrs could noc come any 
nearer than to the A1Icy-(iacc in the high Street, it 
wa^ fo much the more diTlicult to bring them along; 
hue I an:i rot certain how many Bodies were then 
^^t, I am fuie that ordinarily ir was rot fo. 

Asl have mention'd how the People were brought 
into n Condition to defpair of Life and abandon 
thcmfelves, fo this very Tiling had a ftrange Efl'ed 
among us for three or four Weeks, that is, it made 
them bold and venturou;, they w ere no more fliy of 
one another, or reftraincd within Doors, but went 
any where and every where, and began to converfe > 
one would fay to another, I do not ask you how you 
arc, or fay how I am, it is certain we fhall all go, 

fo 



the ?L A GUE- loi 

fo 'tis no Matter who is (ick or wlu> is founfj, . and. Co 
they run defpcrately into any Place or any Company. 

As it brought the People into publick Company» 
fo it was furprizing how it brought them to crowd 
into the Churches, they imiuir'd no more into w ho 
they fatnearto,or far from, what ottenfivc Smells they 
met with, or what condition thePcople fecmcd to be 
in, but looking upon chemfdves all as fo many dead 
Corpfes, the) cime ro thtr Churches without the lefift 
Caution, and crowded together, as if their Lives 
were or no Confcquence, compared to the Work 
which th«7y came ;^bout there : Indeed, the Zeal 
which they (hcw'd in Coming, and the Earneftneft 
and Affc^ftion they fhew'd in thcirAtientiontowhat 
they heard, made it maoifcfl: what a Value people 
would all put upon the Worfliip of God, if they 
thought every Day they attended at the Church 
that it would be their Lad 

Nor was it without other llrange Effcfts, for it 
took away all Manner of Prejudice at, or Scruple a- 
bout the Perfon who they found in tiie Pulpit whcii 
they came to the Churches It cannot be doubted, 
but that many ot' the Minifters of the Parifli-Chur. 
ches were cut off among others in fo common and 
fodreidfula Calamity ^ and others had not Courage 
enough to (land it, but removed into the Country 
as they found Means for Efcape, as then fome Pa- 
rifl>Churchcs were quite vacant and forfiken, the 
People made no Scruple of defiriag fuch Dillcnters 
as had been a few Years before deprivM of their Lu 
vings, by Virtue of the Aft of parliament caird^ 
The Atl ofVniformlty to preach in the Churches, nor 
did the Church Minifters in that Cafe make any 
Difficulty of accepting their Afliftance, fo that ma* 
ny of thofe who they called filenced Minifters, had 
their Mouths opcn'd on thisOccafion, andprcach'dt 
publickly to the People. 

Here 
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Here we may obferve, and I hope it will not be 
amifs to take notice of it, that a near View of Death 
would foon reconcile Men of good Principles 
one to another, and that it is chiefly owing to our 
eafy Scituaticn in Life, and our putting thefe Things 
far from us. that our Breaches are fomented, ill 
Blood continued, Prejudices, Breach of Charity and 
of Chriftian Union fo much kept and fo far car- . 
ry'd on among us, as it is : Another Plague Year 
would reconcile all thefe Differences, a clofe con- 
verfing with Death, or with Difeafes that threaten 
Death, would fcum ofT the Gall from our Tem- 
pers, remove the Animofities among us, and 
bring us to fee with differing Eyes, than thofe 
which we lookM on Things with before •, as 
the People who had been ufed to join with the 
Church, were reconciled at this Time, with the 
admitting the Diflcntcrs to preach to them : 
So tlic DiUbnters, who with an uncommon Preju- 
dice, had broken off" frbm the Communion of the 
Church of lingland, were now content to come to 
their Parifh-Cliurches, and to conform to the Wor- 
iliip which they did not approve of before-, but as 
the Terror of the Infcftion abated, thofe Things 
:.'.] rcrurncd ag.iia to their lefs defirable Channel, 
uOil CO thcConrfc they were in before. 

1 mention this bat hiftorically, 1 have no mind 
io enter into Arguments to move either, or both 
^idcs to a more charitable Compliance one with a- 
nother ; I do not fee that it is probable fuch a Dif- 
lonn'c would be either fuicablc or fuccefsful ; the 
Freaches feem rather to widen, and tend to a wi- 
dening farther, than to doling, and who am I that 
I fnouid think myfclf able to influence either one 
Side or other ? But this I may repeat again, that 
. 'tis evident Death will reconcile us all ; on the o- 
• tlicr Side the Grave we (hall be all Brethren again ; 
la Heuven, whether, 1 hope v/e may come from all 

Parties 
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Parties and Pcrfwafions, we ftall find neither Pre- 
judice or Scruple ;.there we dull be of one Frinciplc 
and of one Opinion, why we cunnor be content to 
go Hand in Hand to the Place where we Ihall joia 
Heart and Hand without thelcait HelitatioU) and 
with the m^ft complcat Harmony and AfFedion ; I 
fay^ why we cannot do fo here I can fay nothing to, 
neither Ihall I fty any thing more of it, but that it 
remains to be lamented. 

I could dwell a great while upon the Calamities 
of this dreadful time, and go on to defcribe the 
Objcfts that appeared among us every Day, the 
dreadful Extravagancies which the Diftraftion of 
fick People drove them into-, how the Streets be- 
gan now to be fuller of frightful Obje(9s, and Fa- 
milies to be made even a Terror to themftlvcs : 
But after I hive told yoii, as I have above, that 
One Man being tyed in his Bed, and finding no 
other Way to deliver hinifclf, fet the Bed on fire 
with his Candle, which unhjppily (tood within his 
reach, and Burnt himfelf in his Bed. And how 
another, by the infufferable Torment he bore, 
daunced and fung naked in the Streets, not know- 
ing one EKtallc from another, I fay, after I have 
mentiond thefo Things, What can be added more ? 
What can be faid to reprefcnt the Mifcry of thefe 
Times, more lively to the Reader, or to give him 
a more perfect Wca of a complicated Diftrefs ? 

I muft acknowledge that this time was Terri- 
ble, that I was fometimes at the End of all my Rc- 
lolucions, and that I had not the Courage that I had 
at the Beginning. As the Exticmity brought other 
People abroad, it drove me Home, and except, 
having made my Voyage down to BLukipall and 
Gr$cnwich^ as I have related, which was an Excur- 
fion, I* kept afterwards very much within Doors, 
as i had for about a Fortnight before^ 1 have faid 
already, that 1 repented Icveral times that I bad 

vcnror'd 
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vcntuiM toftay in Town, and had not gone away 
wich my Brotlicr, ami his Family, but it was too 
late for that now ; and after 1 had retreated and ft:iy*d 
within Doors a good while, before my Impatience 
led Hie Abroad, than they call'd me, as I havcfixid, 
to nn ugly and dangerous Office, which brought 
i)ic out again ; but as that was expir'd, while the 
liight oFthe Diftempcr laikd, I retir'd again, and con- 
tinued dole ten or twelve Days more. During 
wliich many difmal Spectacles reprefcnted them- 
selves in my View, out of iny own Windows, and 
in our own Scree:, as that pcrticnlarly from i/^/r- 
roiV'Al/cjy of the poor outrageous Creature which 
danced and fung in In's Agony, and many others 
there were : Scarfe a Day or Night pafs'd over, but 
fome difmal Thing or oelicr happened at the End 
ct that ILirrovc^AUey^ which was a Place full of poor 
People, moll ot them belonging to t!ie Butchers, or 
to Kmplcymcnrs depending upon the Butchery. 

Sometimes Heaps and 'I'hrongs of People would 
bvuil out of that Alley, moft of them Women, 
making a dreadful Clamour, mixt or Compoutul- 
cd of SkrcctchcSjCcyings and Calling one another, 
tiiat we could not conceive what to make of it ; 
:i!moit all the dead Part of tlie Night the dead 
Cart Ibod at the End of that Alley, for if it \vent 
in It could poc v/ell turn again, and could go in 
but a li:tle Way. There, 1 1 ly, it flood to receive 
dead Bodys, ixrA as the Church-Yard was but a 
little Way olf, if ic went away full it would foon 
be back again : Ic is impofliole lo defcribe the moft 
horrible Cries and Noife the poor People would 
make ac their bringing the dead Bodies of their 
Children and Friends out to the Cart, and by the 
Number one would have thoun;hr, there had been 
none left beliind, or that there were People enough 
for a fni'.ll City liv'cing in thofe Places : Several 

times they cryed Murther, fomctimcs Fire \ but 

it 
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It waseiie to perceive it was all DlAra&ion, and 
the Complaints of Diftrefs'd and diftcrapcry Peo- 
ple. 

I believe it was every where thus at that time, for 
ibc liaguc rag'd for fix or fcvcn Weeks beyond all 
that I have exprcfsM ; and came even to fuch a 
height, that in the Extremity, they began to break 
into that excellent Order, of which I have fpokcn 
fo much, in behalf of the Magiftrates, namely, 
that no dead Bodies were feen in the Streets or 
Burials in the Diy-timj tor there was a Neceflity, 
ill thisExtremety, to hear with its being otherwifc, 
for a little while. 

One thing I cannot omit here, and indeed I 
thought it was extraordinary, at leafl, it feemcd a 
remarkable Hand of Divine Jullice, (viz.) That 
all the l^redictors, Aftrologcrs, Fortune-tellers, 
and what they call'd cunni'^g-Men, Conjurers, and 
the like^ calculators of Nativities, and dreamers 
ot Dreams, and fuch Fcople, were gone and va- 
nifli'dj not one of them was to be found: I am^ 
verily, pcrfwaded that a great Number of them fell 
in the heat ot the Calamity, having ventured ro 
Hay upon the rrofpec^ of geiting great Eftates; 
and indeed their Gain was but too great for a time 
through the Madnefs and Folly of the People; but 
now they were lilcnt, many of them went to their 
long Home, not able to loretcl their own Fare, or 
to calculate their own Nativities; fome have beca 
critical enough to fay^ thacvery oneof themdy'd; 
1 dare not affirm thati but this I mull own, that 
I never heard of one of them that ever appeared 
after the Calamity was over. 

But to return to my particular Obfervations^ 
during this dreadful part of the Vifitation ; { mn 
now come, as I have faid, to the Month of- Sep* 
umhcr^ which was the moft dreadful of its kind^ 1 
believe, that ever Loudon faw \ for by all the Ac- 
counts 
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counts which I have fcen of the preceding Vifita- 
tions which have been in Londouj nothing has been 
like it ; the Number in the Weekly Bill amount, 
ing to almoft 40,000 from the 22d of An^vfi^ to 
the 26th of Septembery being but five Weeks, the 
particulars of the Bills are as follows, (viz,) 
From Au^ufi the 22d to the 29th 7496 

To the 7th of September ~— 8252 

To the 1 2th ;— — ^ 7690 

To the 19th ■■ ■ ' ■ . — ..- 8297 

To the 26th ■ ■ "■ ■ ' 6460 

■I 11. ,. II 

38195 
This was a prodigious Number of itfclf, but if 

1 niouUl add the Rcufons which I have to believe 
that this Account was deficient, and how deficient 
if was, you would with me, make no Scruple to be- 
lieve that there died above tenThoufand a Week for 
all thcfc Weeks, one Week with another, and a 
proportion for feveral Weeks both before and af. 
ter : The Confufion among the People, cfpecially 
within the City at that time, was inexprtflible •, the 
Terror was fo great at laft, that the Courageof the 
People appointed to carry away the Dead, began 
to fail them ; nay, feveral of them died altho' they 
had the Diftemper before, and were recover'd i 
and fojne of them drop'd down when they have 
been carrying the Bodies even at the Pitfidc, and 
jaft ready to throw them in; and this Confufion 
was greater in the City, becaufc they had flat- 
tered themfelvcs with Hopes of cfcapinj^: And 
thought the birternefs of Death was paft; One 
Cart they told us, going up Shoredltch, was for- 
fa'ccn of the Drivers, or being left to one Man to 
drive, he died in the Street, and the Horfcs going 
on, overthrew the Cart, and left the Bodies, fomc 
thrown out here,fome there, in a difmal manner ; 
Another Cart was it feems found in the great 

Pit 
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Pic in Ftnshury Fields, the Driver being Dead, or 
having been gone and abandon'd ic, and the Horles 
running too near it, the Cart fell in and drew the 
Horfesin alfo: It was fuggefted that the Driver 
was thrown in with it, and that the Cart fell up- 
on him, by Reafon his Whip was fcen to be ia 
the Pit among the Bodies i but that, I fiippofc, 
cou'd not be certain. 

Jn our Parrfh of Aldgttte^ the de:id.Carts 
were fcveral times, as I have heard, found ft and- 
ing at the Chnrch-vard Gate, full of dead Bodies, 
but neither Bell x\vA\ or Driver, or any one clfc 
with it •, neither \\\ thcfe, or m^iuy other Cafes, did 
they know what Bodies they had in their Cart, for 
fomctimes tJiey were let-down with Roj>csoutof 
Balconies and out of Windows ; ai d fometimcs 
the Bearers brought them to the Carr, fomctimes 
othcrleople; nor. as the Men tbcmfehes fa'ul^ did 
they trouble themfclves to keep any Account of 
the Numbers. 

The Vigilance of the Magift rate was now put 
to the utmoft Trial, and it muft be confeiVd, can 
never be enough ackncwledg'd on this Occulioa 
alfo, whatever Expence or Trouble they were at, 
two Things were never neglefted in the City or 
Suburbs either. 

1. Provilions were always to be had in full Plenty, 
and the Price not much rais'd neither, hardly 
worth fpcaking. 

2. No dead Bodies lay unburied or uncovered \ 
and if one walkM from one end of the City toanov 
ther,no Funeral or (ign of it was to be fcen in the 
Day.timc, except a little, as I have faid above, in 
the three firlt Weeks in September. 

This laft Article perhaps will hardly be believ'd, 
when fome Accounts which others have publiflicd 
fincethat Ihall be fcen, wherein they fay, that the 
Dead lay unburied, which 1 am aflured was utterly 

falfe i 
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falfc-, at leaft, if it had been any where fo, it mufi 
ha' been in Houfes where the Living were gone 
from the Dead, having found means, as 1 have ob- 
ferved, to Efcape, and where no Notice was gi- 
vcn to the Officers : Ail which amounts to nothing 
at all in the Cafe in Hand ; for this I am podcivc 
in, Imving myfcif been employed a little in the Di- 
rection ot that part in the Parilh in which I liv'd, 
and where as great a Dcfolacion was made 
jn proportion lo the Number of Inhabitants as 
was any \n hcrc^ I fay, I am fure that there were 
no dead Bodies remained unburied ; that is to fay, 
none that the proper Officers knew of; none for 
want of People to carry them oft, and Buricrs to 
put them into the Ground and cover them y and 
this is fufficient to the Argument ; for what might 
lie in Houfes and Holes as in Mofes vluJl Aaron Ally is 
nothing; for it is moll certain, they were buried as 
ibon as they were found. As to the firft Article, 
namely, of Provi(ions, the fcarcity or dearntfs, tho'I 
have mentioned it before, and iliall fpcak of it a- 
gain; yet 1 muftobferve here, 

(i.) The Price of Bread in particular wns not 
much raifed ; for in the beginning of the Year(i;/z,.) 
In the firll WeeK in Manhj the Penny VVheaten 
I.oaf was ten Ounces and a half; and in the height 
of the Contfigicn, it was to be had at nine Oun- 
ces and an half, and never dearer, no not all that 
Seafon : And about tlie begiiMiing of November it 
was fold ten Ounces and a half again ; the like of 
which, I believe, was neverneard of in any City, 
under fo dreadful a Vilitation before. 



(2.) Nei- 
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it.)NcIilier was there (which I wondrcd much at) 
any want of Rakcis or Ovens kept open to liipply 
thc^Pcople with Hread ^ but this was indeed allcdg*a 
by Ibnic Famihcs, cvz.That their Maid- Servaucs go- 
ing to the Bake-houll's with their Dough to be 
baked, which was then the Cuilom, fomctimescamc 
Home with the Sicknefs, that is to lay, the Plague 
upon them. 

In all this dreadful Vifitation, there were, as I 
have faid before, .but two Peft-houfcs made ulc of^ 
viz. One in the Fields beyond Old- Street^ and one in 
fFe^mnJIery neither was there any Compulflon us'd 
in carrying People thither : Indeed there was no 
need of CompuUion in the Cafe, tor there were 
Thoufands of poor dillrcfl'ed People, who having no 
Help, or Conveniences, or Supplies but of Cha- 
rity, would have been very glad to have been carrj^ed 
thither, and been taken Care of, which indeed was 
theonly thing that, I think, was wanting in the whole 
publick Management of the City j feeing no Bod/ 
was licre allow'd to be brought to the Peft-hou(e, 
but where Money was given, or Security for Money, 
cither at their introducing, or upon their being 
cur*d and fcntout j for very many were fent out again 
whole, and very good Phyficians were appointc-d to 
thofc Places, fo that many People did very well there, 
of which 1 fhall make Mention again. The prin- 
cipal Sort of People fent thither were, as I have faid. 
Servants, who got the Diilcmper by going of Er- 
rands to fetch Ncceflaries to the Families where they 
liv'd J and who in that Cafe, if they came Home 
fick, were remov'd to preferve the reft of the Houfe ^ 
and they were fo well look'd after there in all the 
time of tlie Vifitation, that there was but iffi biu:- 
ried in all at the London Peft-houfe, and ifp at 
that of JVcftminfler. 

By having more Peft-houfes, I am far from mean- 
ing a forcing all People into fuch Places, Had the 

P iliutting 
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ftiutting up of Houfcs been omitted, and the Sick 
hurried out of their Dwellings to Peft-houfes, aa 
fomc propofcd it ftcms, at that time as well asfincc, 
itwould certainly have been much worfe than itwasj 
the very removing the Sick, would have beenafprcad- 
ing of the Infection, and the rather becaufe that re- 
moving could not effeclually clear the Houfe, where 
the fick Pcrfon was, of the Dillcmpcr, and the relt 
of the Family being then left at Liberty would cer- 
tainly fprcad it among others. 

The Methods alfo in private Families, which would 
have been univcrlally ufcd to have concealed the 
Dillemper, and to have concealed the Perlbns being 
fick, would have been fuch, that the Dillemper 
would fometimcs have fciz-'d a whole Family before 
any Vificors or Examiners cotild have known of it : 
On the other hand, tlic prodigious Numbers which 
would have been fick at a time,would have exceeded all 
the Capacity of publickPcil-houfcs to receive them, 
or of publick Officers to difcovcr and remove them. 

This was well confidcred in thofe Days, and I 
have heard them talk of it often: The Magiftrates 
had enough to do to bring People to fubmitto hav- 
ing their Houfcs Ihut up, and many Ways they de- 
ceived the Watchmen,, and got out^ as I have ob- 
Tcrvcd : Jiut that Difficulty made it apparent, that 
they would have fi)und it imprafticable to have gone 
the other way to Work j for they could never have 
forced the fick People out of their Beds and out of 
their Dwellings ^ it mud not have been my Lord 
Mayor's Officers, but an Army of Offixers that muft 
have attempted It i and the People, oqthe other hand, 
would have been enrag'd and dcfperate, and would 
have kiird thofe that lliould have offered to have 
meddled with them or with their Children and Re- 
lations, whatevCT had befallen them for it j fo that 
they would have made the People, who, as it ivas, 
were in the moll terrible Diftra^ion imaginable > I 
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fay, they would have made them ftark mad j where- 
as the Magillnues found it proper on fcveral Ac-* 
counts to treat them with Lenity and CompalTion^ 
and not with Violence and Terror, Inch as dragging 
the Sick out of their Houfcs, or obliging them t6 
remove thcmfelvcs would have been. 

This leads me ag.iin to mention the Time, when 
the Plague firll: began, that is to fay, when it be- 
came certain that it would fpread over the whole 
Town, when, as I have faid, the better fort of 
People firlt took the Alarm, and began to huny 
themfelves out of Town: It was true, as I obferv*d 
in its Place, that the Throng was fo great, and the - 
Coaches, Horfcs, Waggons and Carts werefo many,- 
driving and dragging the People away, that it look'd 
as if all the City was running away; and had any 
Regulations been publifh'd that had been terrifying 
at that time, cfpccially fuch as would pretend to 
difpofe of the People, otherwifc than they would 
difpofc of themfelves, it would have put both the 
City and Suburbs into the utmoll Confufion. 

But the Magillrates wifely '^aus'd the People to be 
cncourag'd, made very good By-Laws for the regu- 
lating the Citizens, keeping good Order in the Streets, 
and making every thing as eligible as pofllble to 
all Sorts of People. 

In the fird Place, the Lord Mayor and the She- 
riffs, the Court of Aldermen, and a certain Number 
of the Common Council-Men, or their Deputies 
came to a Refolution and publifhed it, viz. ^^ That they 
^ would not quit the City themfelves, but that they 
*' would be always at hand for the prefcrving good 
*' Order in every Place, andforthedoing Julticc on 
*' all Occalions j as alfo for the difti ibuting the 
*' publick Charity to thi: Poorj and in a Word, for 
*' the doing the Duty, and difcharging the Truft 
^ repos'd in them by the Citizens to the utmoll of 
!' their Power. 

V z. la 
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In Piufuance of thefc Ouias, the Lord Mayofy 
ShcrifVs, t>t. held Councils every Day more or 
Icfs, tor making fuch Diibofitions as they found 
needful for prelcrving the Civil Peace; and tho* they 
ulcd the People with all poflible Gcntlenels and Cle- 
mency, yet all manner of prefumptuous Rogues, fuch 
as Thieves, Houfc-brcakcis, Plunderers of the Dead, 
or of the Sick, were duly punifliM, and fcveral De- 
claniiions were continually publilh'd by the Lord 
Mayor and (vourt of Aldermen againft fuch. 
. Alfo all (^onlhiblcs and Church- wardens were en- 
joined to Hay in the City upon fevere Penalties, or 
to depute luch able and fufticicnt Houfe-keepers, as 
the Deputy Aldermen, or Common Council-men of 
the Precind ihould approve ^ and for whom they 
fliould give Security ; and alfo Security in cafe of 
Mortality, that they would forthwith conllitute 
other Conltables in their itead. 

Thcfc things re-eilabliih*d the Minds of the People 
very much, cfpccially in the tlrll of their Fright, 
when they talkM of making fo univerial a Flight, 
that the City would have lK*en in Danger of being 
entirely dcfcrtcd of its Inhabitants, except the Poorj 
and the Country of being plundered and laid walle 
by the Multitude. Nor were the Magiftratcs de- 
ficient in performing their Pure as boldly as they pro- 
niifed it J for mv Lord Mayor and the Sheriflswerc 
continually in the Streets, and at places of the greatelt 
Danger •, and tho' they did not care for having too 
great a Refort of People crouding about them, yet, 
in emergent Cafes, they never denyed the People Ac- 
cefs to them, and heard v/ith Patience all their 
Grievances and Complaints i my Lord Mayor haJ 
a low Gallery buili. on purpoie in his Hall, where 
he Hood a little removed from the Croud when my 
Complaint came to be heard, that he might appear 

with as much Safety as polfiblc. 

Likewifc 
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Likcwifc the proper OlTicers , call'd ;;;y Lord 
!iIayor's Officer s^ conlhuiily attended ia their Turns, 
as they were //; waitifi^ ; and if any of tlicm were 
iicic or infcftcd, as fome of thciu were, others were 
inftantly employed to fill up and ofticiutc in their 
Places, till it was known whether the other fliould 
live or die. 

In like manner the Sheriffs and Aldermen did in 
their fevcral Stations and Wards, where they were 
placed by Office j and the Sherifl^'s Officers or Scr- 
gcants were appointed to receive Orders from the 
refpedive Aldermen in their Turnj fo that Juftice 
was executed in all Cafes without Interruption. In 
the next Place, it was one of their particular Cares, 
to fee the Orders for the Freedom of the Markets 
obfcrvM i and in this part either the Lord Mayor, or 
one or both of the Sheriffs, were every Market-day 
on Horfeback to fee their Orders executed, and to 
fee that the Country People had all pofiiblc En- 
couragement and Freedom in their coming to the 
Markets, and going back again j and that no Nu- 
finces or frigluful Objccls (liould be feen in the 
. Streets to terrify them, or make them unwilling to' 
come. AUb the Bakers v/erc taken under particular 
Order, and iIjc M ulei of the Bakers Company 
was, with his Court of Allillance, directed to fee 
the Order of n;y Lord Mayor for their Regulation put 
in Execution, unA the due Ailjzc of Bread, which 
was weekly appointed by my Lord Mayor, obferv'd, 
and all the Bakers wcie obliged to keep their Ovens 
going conlhntly^ on pain ot loling the Privileges of 
a Freeman of tnc City of London, 

By this means. Bread was always to be had in 
Plenty, and us cheap as ufual, as 1 faid above; and 
Provifions were never wanting in the Markets, even' 
to fuch a Degree, that I often wonder'd at it, and 
rcproach'd my felf with being fo tunorous and cau- 

P 5 tioiii 



z 14 Memoirs^/ 

tious in {lining abroad, when the Countiy People 
came freely and boldly to Market, as if there had 
been no manner of Infcftion in the City, or Dan- 
ger of CLtching it. 

It was indeed one admirable piece of Conduftinthc 
fa id Magi Urates, that the Streets were kept conlbnt^ 
ly clear, and free from all manner of frightful Ob- 
iccr^, dead Bodies, or any fuch things as were inde- 
cent orunplcafmt, imlefs where any liody fell down 
luddcnly or dicdm the Streets, as J have /aid above^ 
and thcfe were generally covered with fome Cloth 
or Blanket, or removed into the next Church-yard, 
till Night: All the needful Works, that carried 
Terror with them, that were both difmal and dm- 
gcrou*;, were done in the Night > if any r! i . -s'd 
Bodies were rcmov'd, or dead Bodies bnricc!, • 'n- 
iected Cloths bur.nt, it was done in the Night i . id 
;^U the Bodies, which were thrown into the gi* it 
Pirs inthefevcral Churcii-yarJs, or burying Ground^,' 
^; h.u ban obfcrvW^ wcrcr fo remov'd in the Night > 
and evciy thing w..s covcr(\l r.nd clofed before Day: 
S<> that in the Day-tiinc th^iv v/as not tlie lealt Sig- 
nal <A \\u (Calamity to be (een or Iicard of, except 
-ivh.it \va> Vo he ohfervM from the lanptincfs of the 
oi reels J aiid fomeiimes from the pailionate Out- 
cries and Lumcnratiuns of the People, out ac their 
Windows, and from the Numbers of Houfcs and 
Shops ihnt up. 

• Nor was the Silence and Emptincfs of the Streets 
fo much in the (.'ity as in the Out-parts, except jull 
atone particular rime, when, as 1 have mentioned, the 
Plague came F\ail, and fpread over all the City : It 
was indeed a merciful Difpofition of God, that as the 
Plague bcgui at one End of the Townfirft, as has been 
vblerv\latlargCy icit proceeded progrellively toother 
Paris., and did not come on this way or Eaft- 
v/ard, till it had fpent its Fury in the Weft part of 

the 
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the Townj and fo as ic came on one way^ it abat-r 
cd another. Fur Example. 

Ic Ixrgun at St. Gik^^^ and the JVefiminfler End 
of the Town, and it was in its Height in all that 
part by about the Middle of Jttly^ irz. in St. Giles 
in the Fielttsy St, yjmlrew's Ilolboru^ St. Clcment-DaneSy 
St. Mdrtins in the Fields^ and in ireftwinfier: The 
latter End of July it dccreafed m thole Parifties, ami 
coming Ealt, it encrcafcd prodigioully in Cripple^ 
gate^ St. ScpukfJcrSySt. Ja, Clarkcnivcll^ and St, Brides^ 
-xw^uHderjgatCy while it was in all thefe IVijflies, the 
City and all the Pariflies of the Southwark Side of 
tlic Water, and all Stepney^ IVblte-Chapcl^ AtdgatCj 
IFappihg^ and JRatcliff were very little touch'dj fo 
that People went about thejr Bufinefs unconcerned, 
carrycd on their Trades, kept open their Shops, 
and convcrfcd freely with one another in all the 
City, the K.itland North-Ealt Suburbs, and in *?(?«//?- 
ivark^ almoft as if the Plague had not been among us. 
Even when the North and North-weft Suburbs 
were ftilly infected, viz. Crippkgate^ Clarkenwellj 
BiJJjopfgate^ and Shoreditcb^ yet Hill all the reft were 
tolerably well. For Example, 
From if^ July to i^« yJuguJi the Bi.ll ftood thus 

of all Difeafess 

St. Giles Cripplegate ' f f 4 

St. Sepulchers ifo 

Clarkciwell — — — — ■ 10 j 

£iJl)opfgate ' 116 

Sboreditcb " ■ i i o 

Stepney Parifli ■ >^ iij 

I jidlgate . ' pz 

^ybite-Qbappet ^-^ r. ^^4 

All the p7 Parifties within the, Walb ^— zz8 

All the Parifties in Sontlrjuark ' . » iof 

i88p 
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So that in fliort there died more that Week in 

the * '^^ P.n':il\cs of Cripplcgate and St. Scpulchcrs 
by 4^* ; ; . . . U.t C\i\\ :r.(i uH the Euft Suburbs, 

and all r' : ;..;.c ;\i;ii.i^.. nut together: This 

ciaicd the llrMar:uioi, * i ilic City's Health to con- 
tinue all over K''7ju7i({^ and cfpccially in the Coun- 
ties oihI i.!ui!:ets adjacent, from whence our Supply 
of I'lovilions chicHy came, even much longer than 
that I Iralih it lelf continued-, for when the People 
came into the Streets from the Country, by Sbore^ 
iJitih \\wM]tj'f)[ p'\xti\o\ by Old jl reef and Sh:ithp.eI(!^l\\Cy 
would fee the out Streets cniptN*, and the HDulesand 
Slumps lluir, and the few People tl. at were ftirring there 
v/alJ: in the MiJdle of t!:e Stu'cts j but when they 
cam'-- within the City, there ^uir.gs. look'd better^ and 
the Marhcrs and SIiops were open, and the People 
walking about the Streets as uitial, tho' not quite 
ib many J and this contraued till tlic latter End of 
yinyuj^^ and the l^eginr^infi; of Scpta/ibir. 

But then the Cafe alierM (|uite, the Didemper 
abated in the W^elt and Nort!> Well Pariihes, and 
the Vv'eipju of the Infection lay on the City and 
the E.iiU'n-i Suburbs and the Svntbivark Side, and 
thi'i m a fright nil nvanncr. 

'i'hcniiKiccd theC^ity be/^.;n to look difmal. Shops 
to be iTuir, ar.d tlic Strccis delolatci in the High- 
Strcf t u>jec'.i Neccility made People llir abroad on ma- 
ny Occalionsy and there would be in the middle of the 
J>ay u pretty many People, but in the Mornings and 
li.vcnini;s fcarcc any to be feen, even there, no not in 
Coy}f!y.il and Chcapfuie, 

'i'hefc Obfervations of mine were abundantly con- 
firmM by the Weekly Bills of Mortality for thofe 
Weeks, an Ablb'aft of which, as they rcfpeft the 
PariHus winch 1 have mention'd, and as they make the 
Calculations I fpcak cf very evident, take as follows. 

'I'hc Weekly Bill, which makes out this Decreafe 
rn the Buri.Js in the Well: a!;d North fide of the 
CVty, ilauvl tlii's. From 
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From the i V^ of September to the 1 9^^- 

St. Giles's Crippkgate ' ■ ' . ' ^" 4f6 

St. Giles in the Fields 140 

Clarkomell ■ ' ■ 77 

St. Sepxlcbers 114 

St. Leonard Shoredltch ■ 1 8 j 

Stepney Parifli ' ' ■ ■ yi6 

Aldgate ■■ ' ■ ' ' tflj 

IVhiie'Chajcl ■' ■ ■ ■ j-jz 

In the P7 l^irillics within the Walls ■ ^49 J 

la the 8 Parillies on SoutbvjarkSxdc — "■* i6j6 

6060 

Here is a flrangc change of Things indeed, and 
a fad Change it was, and had it held for two Months 
more than it did, very few People would have been 
left alive: But then fuch, I fay, was the merciful 
Difpofition of God, that when it was thus the 
Weft and N orth part which had been fo dreadfully vi- 
fitcd at firft, grew<?j youfee^ much better s and as the 
l^eoplc difappcar'd here, they began to look abroad 
again there •, and the next Week or two altered it llill 
more, that is, more to the Encouragement of the 
other Part of the Town. For Example : 

From the n/^ of September to the i6^^ j 

St. Giles's Cripplegate : ' 177 

St. Giles in the Fields ' — — 1 1 p 

Clarkemvell — . — — -. 76 

St. Si pule hers ■ l p 5 

St. Leonard Sboreditch ■ ' 1 46 

Stepney Parifli ■ 61 6 

ylldgate " 4P(S 

IVbite-Cbapel — 546 

^In the 9j Parifh^ within the Walls— 1 168 

?|n theS Pariilies on Sontlnvark Side -•--* iTjpo 

4900 
From 
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Fjom the 16'^' o( Scptcmb. to the 5^ of Oaober, 

St. Giles's Cripplcgate ■ ■ ^ ■■■ i^f% 

St. C/Vcj in the Fields pf 

Clarkcnxvell ■■ ' . 48 

St. Sepidcbers ., 1 27 

St. Leonard Shureditcb . . iz8 

Stepney Parifh 674 



ylLizMe 
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liloite-Chapd 318 

InthcpyPanfhci within the V»'. ils 1149 

In the S Pauihcs on Sourbivark Side ■ 1 2.01 
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And now the Mifcry of the City, and of the faid 
Eaft and South Parts was complete indeed j for as 
you^ fee the Weight of the Diltcnipcr lay upon 
thole Parts, that is to fay, the City, the eight Pa- 
rifhcs over the River, with the Parillies of jlldgate^ 
ff^hite-Cbapd^ and Stepney^ and this was the Time 
that the Bills came up to iuch a monllrous Height, 
as that I mention'd before j and that Eight or Nine, 
and, as I believe. Ten or Twelve Thouland a Week 
died i for 'tis my fettled Opinion, that they never 
rrould come* at any jull Account of the Numbers, 
tor the Reafons which I have given already. 

Nay one of the moll eminent Phyficians, who 
has fincc publilTi'd in Latin an Account of thofc 
Times, and of his Obf rvations, fiyN*, that in one 
Week there died twelve Thouland People, and that 
particularly there died four Thoufand in oneNight; 
I ho' 1 do not remember that there ever was any 
jiich particular Night, fo remarkably fatal, as that 
iUch a Number died in it; However all this con* 
tirm.s what I have faid above of the Uncertainty of 
the Bills of Mortality, y^.. of which I ihall fay 
iuorc hereafter. 

And 
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And here let me take leave to enter again^ tho' 
it may fecm a Repetition of Circumftances^mto a De- 
fcription of the mifcrable Condition of the City it 
fclf, and of thofc Parts where I liv'd at this parti- 
cular Time : The City,and thofe other Paits^notwith- 
Ibnding the great Numbers ofPeople that >wcrc gone 
into the Country, was vaftly full of People, and per- 
haps the fuller, bccaufc People had for a lofig time 
a Ilrong Belief, that the Plague would not come in- 
to the City, nor into Southv)ark^ no nor into //^^ 
ping^ or Rat cliff '^x. allj nay fuch was the Aflurancc 
of \ he People on that Head, that many remov'd 
from the Suburbs on the Well and Nortn Sides, in- 
to thole Ealtcrn and South Sides as for Safety, and 
as I verily believe, carry'd, the Plague amongll 
them there, perhaps fooner than they would other- 
wife have had it. 

Here alfo I ought to leave a farther Remark for 
the ufe of Poderity, concerning the Manner of 
Peoples infcfting one another > namely, that it was 
not the fick People only, from whom the Plague was 
immediately received by others that were found, but 
T H E >V E L L. r^ explain myfelf-y by the fuk Peo- 
ple I mean thofe who were known to be lick, had 
taken their Beds, had been under Cure, or had 
Swellings and Tumours upon them, and the likcj 
thcfe every Body could beware of, they were either 
in their Beds, or in fuch Condition as cou'd not be 
conccalM. 

By the Ifell^ I mean fuch as had received the Con- 
tagion, and had it really upon them, and in their 
Bloody yet did not Ihew the ConfequcMices of it in 
their Countenances, nay even were not fenfible of 
it themfelves, as many ivtre not for fcveral Days: 
Thefe breathed Death in every Place, and upon every 
Body who came near them; nay their very Cloaths 
fctained'the Infcftion, their Hands would infcft the 
Things they touched, efpecially if they were warm 

4- *^^ 
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nnd fweaty, and they were gcnei-ally apt to fweat 

too. 

Now It was impoflible to know thefe People, 
nor did they fometinics, as 1 have (liid, know them* 
iclvcs to be intcdcd : Thcfc were the People that 
Co often dropt down and Tuntcdin the Streets j for 
oftentimes they would go about the Streets to the 
}atty till on a fuddcn they would fwcat, grow faint, 
fit down at a Door and die : It is true, finding 
f hcmfclvcs thus> they would ftrugglc hard' to get 
Home to their own Doors, or at other Times would 
be juft able to go in to their Houfcs and die inflant- 
ly i other Times they would go about till they had the 
very Tokens come our upon ihem, and yet not know 
it, and would die in an Hour or two uftei they came 
Home, but be well as loni^ as they were Abroad : 
"I'hclf were the dangerous People, thefc were the 
People of whom the well People ought to have 
been afraid •, but then on the other Jidc it was impoflible 
to know ihcm. 

And this is the Reafon why it is impoflible in a 
Vilitation to prevent the fpreading of the Phgue 
by the urmoll human Viglla^ee,(^v:3.) that it isim- 
polhble to know the infected People from the found > 
or that the milcted People fhould perfectly know 
thcmfclves : I knew a Man who converfed freclyjn 
J.cndon all tlie Seafon of the Pkque in i6(Jf, and 
kept about him an Antidote or Cordial^ on pur- 
pole to take when he though*: himfclF m any Dan- 
<^cr, and he had fueh a Rule to know, or have 
warning of the Danger by, as indeed I never met 
with before or {\\\<:x^ how far it may be depended 
cuil know not: He had a Wound in his Leg, and 
whenever he came among any i^eople that were not 
lound, and the Infection began to affeft him, he 
i'lid he could know it by that Signal, (yiz^ That his 
NV'ound in his I.cg would fmart, and look pale 
'>.n^. white 5 fo as fopn as ever he felt it fmarf, it 

was 
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was lime for him to withdraw, or to takp c^rc of 
himfclf, taking his Drink, which he always carried 
about him for that Purpofc. Now it fccms be found 
his Wound would fmart many Times when he was in 
Company with fuch, who thought themfelvcs to be 
found, and who appeared fo to one another % but he 
would prcfcntly rile up,and fuy publickly,Friends,hcrc 
is Ibme Body in the Room tliat has the Plague, and 
fo would immediately break up the Company. This 
was indeed a faithful Monitor to all People, that the 
Plague is not to be avoided by thofc that converfe pro- 
mifcuoufly in a Town intcfted, and People Jiavc 
it when they know it nor, and that they likcwife give 
it to others when they know not that they have it 
themfelvcs ^ and in this Cafe, fliutring up the WELL 
or removing the SICK will not do it,, unlels they 
can go back and ihut up all thofe that the Sick had 
Conversed with, even before they knew themfelves 
to be fick, and none knows how far to carry that 
back, or where to ftop ^ for none knows when, or 
where, or how they may have received the Infec* 
tioii, or from whom. 

This I take to be the Reafon, which makes (b'many 
People talk of the Air being corrupted and infefted, 
and that they need not be cautious of whom they 
converfe with, for that the Contagion was in the 
Air. I have fcen them in ilrange Agitations and Sur* 
prifcs on this Account, I have never come near any 
infcfted Body ! fays the diJlurbedPerfon^ I have Con- 
versed with none, but found healthy People, and yet 
I have gotten the Dillempcr ! I am furc I am 
ftruck from Heaven, /ijj another^ and he falls to the 
Icrious Parti again the firll goes on exclaiming, I 
have come near no Infection, or any infeftcd Per- 
fon, / am furc it is in the Air \ We draw in Death 
when we breath, and therefore *tis the Hand of 
God, there is no withllanding it > and this at laft 
made many People, being hardened to the Danger, 

grow 
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grow lefs concerned at it, and Icfs cautious towards 
the latter End of the Time, and when it was 
come to its height, than they were at firllj 
then with a kind of a yl<r^'//& Predeltinarianifm, they 
-would fay, if it pleas'd God to Ihike them, it was 
all one whether they went Abroad or ibid at Home, 
they couM not cfcapc it, and therefore they went 
boldly about even into infcftcd Houres,and infefted 
Company •, vifited fick People, and in fliort, lay in 
the Beds with their Wives or Relations when they 
wereinfcftcd^ and what was the Confcquencc? But 
the fume that is the Confcquencc in 'Turkey^ and in 
thofc Countries where they do thofe Things j name- 
ly, that they were inftftcd too, and dica by Hun- 
dreds and Thoufmds. 

I would be far from Lflening the Awe of the Judg- 
ments of God, and the Reverence to his Providence, 
which ought always lo be on our Minds on fuch Oc- 
cafions as thefej doubtlefs the Vifitation it felf is 
n Stroke from Heaven upon a City, or Country, or 
Nation where it falls j a Meflcngcr of his Venge- 
ance, and a loud Gill to that Nation, or Country, 
or City, to Humiliation and Repentance, according 
to that of the Prophet 7^r^^/V/^xviii. 7,8. At what 
injlant I Jhall fpeak concerning a Nation^ a^td concern- 
ing a Kingdom to pluck up^ and to pull down^ and de^ 
firoy it : If that Nation againfl whom I have pro'^ 
notinced^ turn from their evil^ I will repent of the 
evj/that I thought to do unto them. Now to prompt due 
Impreflions of the Awe of God on the Minds of Men 
on fuch Occi>(ions, and not to lefTen them it is that I 
tave left thofc Minutes upon Record. 

I fay, therefore I reflect upon no Man for put- 
ing the Reafon of thofe Things upon the immedi- 
ate Hand of God, and the Appointment and Direc- 
tion of hb Providence J nay, on the contrary, there 
were many wonderful Deliverances of Pctfons from 
Infeftion, and Deliverances of Pcifons when In- 

feftcd 
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fcfted, which intimate fingular and remarkable Pro- 
vidence, in the particular Inftances to which they 
refer, and I cfteem my own Deliverance to be one 
next to miraculous, and do record it with Thank- 
tidnefs. 

But when I am fpcaking of the Plague, as a Di- 
(temper arifing from natural Caufes, we muft con* 
fidcr it as it was really propagated by natural Means, 
nor is it at all thclcfs a Judgment for its being un- 
der the Conduct of humane Caules and EfFcftsj for 
as the divine Power has forniMthe whole Scheme of 
Nature, and maintains Nature in its Courfej fo the 
fame Power thinks fit to let his own A&ings witb 
Men, whether of Mercy or Judgment, go on in 
the ordinary Courfe of natural Caufes, and he i% ' 
pleafcd to a6t by thofe natural Caufes as the ordina- 
ry Means ; excepting and referving to himfelf never- 
tliclefs a Power toad: in a fupcrnatural Way when 
he fees occafion: Now *tis evident, that in the Cafe 
of an Infcftion, there is no apparent extraordinary 
occafion for fupcrnatural Operation, but the ordi- 
nary Courfe of Things appears fuflicicntly arm*d, 
ana made capable of all the Eftcfts that Heaven 
ufually directs by a Contagion. Among thcfe Cau- 
fes and EfFcds this of the I'ecrct Conveyance of In- 
fcftion imperceptible, and unavoidable, is more 
than fufiicicnt to execute the Fiercencfs of divine 
Vengeance, without putting it upon Supernaturals 
and Miracle. 

The acute penetrating Nature of the Difcale it 
felf was fuch, and the Infcftion was receivM fo im- 
perceptibly, that the moft exaft Caution could not 
fecure us while in the Place : But I mull be allowed 
to believe, and I have fo many Examples frcfli in 
my Memory, to convince me of it, that I think 
none can refill their Evidence j Ifay^^ I muft be al- 
lowed to believe, that no one in this whole Nation 
ever received the Sicknefs or Infcdion, but who re- 
ceived 
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ceiv'd ic in the ordinary Way of Infeftion from 
fonic Body, or the Cloaths, or touch, or (lench of 
fome Body that was infeftcd before. 
• The Manner of its coming firfl: to London.^ 
proves this alfo, {viz) by Goods brought over from 
Jlollmd^ and brought thither from the Levant \ 
the firft breaJ^ing ot it out in a Houfe in Long-Jcre^ 
where thofe Goods were carried, and firrt opened •, 
its fpreading from that Houfe to other Houfes, by 
the vifible unwary converfing with thole who were 
fick, and the infecting the Parifli Officers who were 
employed about the Pcrfons dead, and the like 'jI\\q(c 
arc known Authorities for this great Foundation 
Point, that it went on, and proceeded from Perfon 
to Perfon, and from Houfe to Houfe, and no other- 
wife: In the firll Houfe that was infcfted there 
died four Perfons,a Neighbour hearing the Millrefs 
of the firft Houfe was lick, went to vifit her, and went 
Home and gave the Diftemper to her Family, and 
died, and all her Houfliolcl. A Minifter call'd to 
pray with the lirll fick Perfon in the fecond Houfe, 
was (iiid to ficken immediately, and die with fevc- 
lal more in his Houfe: Then the Phylicians began 
to confider, for they did not at firfl: dream of a ge- 
neral Contagion. But the Phyficians being lent 
to infpeft the Bodies, they afiur'd the People 
that it was neither more or lefs thxn the Plague wuth 
ull its terrifying Particulars, and that it threatnedan 
univcrfal Infcftion, fo many People having already 
conversed with the Sick or Dillempcr'd, and hav- 
ing, as might be fupposM, received Infcilion from 
them, that it would be impoflible to put a fl:op to 
ic. 

Here the Opinion of the Phyficians agreed with 
my Obfervation afterwards, namely, that the Dan- 
ger was fpreading infenfibly j for the Sick cou'd 
infcft none but thofe that came within reach of 
the fick Perfon j but that one Man, who may have 
4. really 
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really rcccivM the Infection^ and knows it not, but 
uocs Abroad, ;iiid about as a lound Perfon, may 
give the Plague to a thoufund People, and they to 
fjrcarer NumUis in Proportion, and neither the Per- 
Ion giving the Infection, or thi-Pert'ons receiving it, 
]:no\v any thing of it, unJ pcilups not feel theEF- 
icCts of it for levcral D.ivs aiter. 

for Rxatriple^ Many Perlons in the Time of this 
Vifitation never perceiv'd that ihey were infefted, till 
they found to tlicir unrpcakablc Surprize, the Tokens 
cornc out upon them, after winch tJK'y feldom liv*d 
fix Hours J for thole Spots they crdVd the Tokens 
were really gangrccu Sp.>is, or mortified Fleih in 
finall Knobs a? broad as a lutle lilver Peny, and hard 
as a piece of Callous or I lorn j fo that when the 
Difcafe was come up to that length, there was no- 
thing could follow but c».i(ain Deatli, and yet as I 
faicl they knew nothiin^, of their being infec- 
ted, nor found thcmlelve:j fo much as out of Ordc*;, 
till thofc mortal Marks were upon rhein : But cvciy 
Body muil allow, that they were intcfted in a higfi 
Degree before, and mulk have been (o fomc time % 
and conl'equently their Breath, their Sweat, their 
very Cloaths were contagioui> for many Days be- 
fore. 

This oceafion'd a va(l Variety of Cafes, which 
Phyficians would have much more opportunity to 
remember than I j but fomc came within the Com- 
pifs of my Oblervation, or hearing, of which I 
fiiall name a few. 

A certain Citi/.cn who had liv'd fafe, and xxw-' 
touch'd, till the Month of September^ when the 
Weight of the Diflempcr lay more in the City 
than it had doiie before, was mighty chcarful, and 
fomething too bold, as I think ic was, in his Talk 
of how iecurc he was, how cautious he had been, 
and how he had never come near any lick Body : 
Says another Citizen, a Neighbour of his to him. 
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one Day, Do not be too confident Mr. ■ ■ // is hardto 
fay *wbo is Jick and njubo isiaclhy for ^ve fee M:n ali-vcy 
a fid "ivell to outward Jppcarancc one J lour ^ and dead 
the next, ^fhat is trne^ fays the firlt Man, tor he 
%vas not a Man prciimiptuoully fccurc, but had cl- 
cap'd a long while, and Men, as 1 laid above, efpc- 
eiully in the City, began to be over-ealk upon that 
Score, That is true^ lays he, 1 do not think my 
IclF recr»re, but I hvpe I have not been in Company 
^zxjiib any Perfon that there has been any Danger in. 
ISo I Says his Neighbour, was not you at the Bull- 
head l\iveyn in Graccchurch Street luith Mr. 

/be Night bfforcf laf : Yfs, lays the firll:, I was^ 
but there ivas no Body thcre^ that we had any Reafon 
/o tlxink dangerous : Upon which his Neigbour laid 
no more, being unwilling to furprize him 5 but this 
made him more inquilitive, and as his Neighbour 
iippcar'd backward, he was the more impatient, 
and in a kind oi Warmth, lays he aloud, why he is 
not dead^ is he ! upon v/hieh his Neighbour itill 
was filent, biU catl up hrs Ryrs, and laid Ibmcihing 
to himfcif i ai which the liitl Citizen turned pale, 
;\iid fiid no move but this, then I am a dead Man 
tco^ and went Home immediately, and Tent for a 
neighbouring Apocliecary 10 give him fomething 

fncvcntjve, tor he h»id not yet [bund himfelf ilU 
>ut the Aporliccaiy (M-Jcning his Breail-, fctch'd a 
Sigh, and liiidno more, buL this, hvk up to Gd/r/>and 
the Man died in. a lew Hours. 

I>fow let a;)y Mm judge from a Cafe like this, 
if it is polhble icr the llegulationsof Magiftratcs, 
cither by iluiling upthe Siek, or removing them, to 
Hop an Infection, wluch fpreads it fclf from Man to 
JVIan, even while they arc pcrfeftly well, and in- 
il nliblc of its Approach, and may be fo for many 
i:);iys. 

It may be proper to alk here, how long it may 

be fuppofcd, Men might have the Seeds of the Con- 
tagion 
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l.Vglon in them, before it difcovcr'd it felf in this fit- 
u\ Maimer j and how long they might go ubouc 
fccmingly whole, and yet be contagious to all cliofc 
that came near them ? I believe the moll experienced 
Phyllcianscmnot uniwerthis Qiiellion directly, any 
more than 1 canj and lomcthing an ordinary Ob* 
Icrver may cake notice of,whicb may paG their Ob- 
fdvation. The opinion of PhyGcians Abroad fcems 
10 be, that it may lye Dormant in the Spirits, or 
in the Blood V'eilels, a very confijerable Timcj 
why elfe do they ex^ft a Quarentine^gf thofc who 
cojue into their Harbours, and Ports, from fufpec- 
ted Places ? I'orty Days is, one would think, too 
long for Nature to ihuggle with fuch an Enemy as 
thji, and nut conquer it, or yield to it: But 1 could 
not chink by my own Obfcrvation that iliey can be 
infcctcvi fo, ai to be .contagiou:i to others, above 
Hfcccn or lixteen Days ;»t larihcllj and on that 
fcore it was, that when a Houfc was ihut up in the 
City, imd any one had died of the Plague, but no 
Body appear'd to be ill in the Fauiily for fifteen or 
ciglirecn Days after, they \\ ere not to ftrid, but 
that they would connive at their goin^ privately 
Abroad \ nor would People be much afraid of thctn 
afterward, but rather think they were fortified the 
better, having not been vulnerable when the Ene- 
my was in their own Houlej but we fometimcs 
found it had lyen much longer concealed. 

Upon the foot of all thefeObfervations, Imuftfiy, 
that tho' Providence feemM to dircft my Condiift 
to be othcrwife; yet it is my opinion, and 1 mult 
leave it as a Prcfcription, (yiz) that the k'Jl Pbyfick 
^airifl the Plague is to run away from it,. I kno\v 
People encourage thcmfelves, by laying, God. is 
able to keep us in tlic midit of Danger, and able 
to overtake us when we think our ielves out of 
Danger 5 and this kept Thoufaiuls in the Town, 
whofc Carcaflcs went into the great Pits by Curt 

CLi Loads J 
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I^oadsj nnd who, if they had fled from the Danger, 
had, I bcUeve, been fafe from thcDifaller} adealt'tb 
probublc they had been fafe. 

And were this very Fundamental only duly con- 
fider'd by the People, on any future occafion of 
this, or the like Nature, I am perfuadcd it would 
put them upon quite different Meafures for manag- 
ing the People, from thofe that they took in i66f, 
or than any thathavebcentakcn Abroad that I have 
heard ofy in a Word, they would confider of 
fcpeniring the People into fmaller Bodies, and re- 
moving them in Time farther from one another, 
nndnot let fuch a Contagion as this, which is indeed 
chictiy dangerous, to colleded Bodies of People, find 
a Million of People in a Body together, ns was 
very near the Cafe before, and would certainly be 
the Cafe, it'it ll\ouldevcr appear again. 

The Plague like a gveac l^ire, if a few Houfes 
only arc contiguous where it happens, can only burn 
a few Houfes \ or if it begins in a lingle, or as we 
call it a loan Houfe, can only, burn that loan Houfc 
vdicre it begins : But if it begins in a clofc built 
Town, or CJity^, ^nd gets a Head, there its Fury 
encreafes, it rages over the whole Place, andcon- 
lUmes all it can reacli. 

I could piopofe many Schemes, on the foot of 
which, the Government of this City, if ever they 
fliould be uiidcr tlie Apprehenlions of fuch anotha' 
Enemy, (God forbid they fliould) might cafe thcm- 
fclvcs of the greatelt Part of the dangerous People 
that belong to tlicmj 1 mean fuch as the begging, 
flarving, labouring Poor, and among them chiefly 
thofe who iir Cafe of a Siege, are call'd the ufelcfs 
Souths-, who being then prudently, and to their 

Al I<>*«1/^ It 11 Vt 
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would not be above a tenth Part of it*; People left 
together, for the Difeafc to take hokl upon: But 
fuppofc them, to be a fittb Part, unU that twaHua- 
dicd and fifty Thoudmd People were left, and if it 
did feize upon them, they would by their living fa 
much at large, be much better prcparM to dctcod 
themfelves againfl the Infcftion, and be Icfs liable 
to the Effects of it, than- if the lame Number df 
People lived clofc together in one fmaller City^ 
fuch as Dublift^ or Jmjlcrddm^ or the hkc. 

It is true. Hundreds, yea Thouf mds of Fami- 
lies fled away at this lall Plague, but then of them, 
many fled too late, and not only died in their 
Flignt, but carried tlie Dillempcr with them into 
the Countries where they went, and infefted thofc 
whom they went among for Safety } which confound- 
ed the Thing, and made that be a Propagation of 
the Diilemper, which was the bell means to pre- 
vent itj and this too is an Evidence of ir, and brings 
mc back to what I only hinted at before, but mull 
fpcak more fully to here j namely, that' Men went 
aSout apparently well, many Days after they had 
the taint of the Difcafe in their Vitals, and after 
their Spirits were fo feiz'd, as that they could never' 
efcape it > and that all the while they did fo, they 
were dangerous to others. I Jhh this proves, that 
fo it ivas i for fuch People infefted the very Towns 
they went thro', as well. as the Families they went 
among, and it was by that means, that almoft all 
the great Towns in England had the Diilemper 
among them, more or lefs; and always they would 
tell you fuch a Londoner or fuch a Londoner brought 
ic down. 

It mull not be omitted, that when I fpeak of 
thofc People who were really thus dangerous, 1 fup- 
pofc them to be utterly ignorant of their own Q)n- 
cjition> tor if they really knew theirCircumftanccs tobc 
fuch as indeed they were,theyrauft have been a kind of 

CL5 ' w7//«/ 
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willful Murthcrcvs^ if they would Inivcgone Abroad 
niTiom»; healthy People, and it would have verified 
indeed the Supgellion 'uobicb 1 mcritiond above^ and 
^vhhb Itbou'^bt fccnid untrue^ (viz.) That the inle<5lcd 
People were utterly carelcls \\s to giving the Infec- 
tion to others, and rather forward to do it than not j 
and 1 believe it was partly from this very Thing 
that they raifed that vSuggcflion, which I hope 
was not really true in I'aft. 

I confcfs no particular ("afc is fufficient to prove 
a general, but I coii'd name feveral l^eople within . 
the Knowledge of iome of tlieir Neighbours and 
Families yet living, who llicw'd tjic contrary to an 
cxtream. One Man, a Mallei' of a Family in my 
Neighbourhood, having had the Diltcmpcr, he 
thought he had it given him by a poor Worlunan 
whom he cmploy'd,and whomhe went to his Uoulc 
to fee, or went for Ibme'VVork that, he wanted to 
have finil^tcd, and he had fomc Apprchcnfions even 
while he was at the poor VVoikman's Door, but 
<hcl not difcover it fully, but the next Day it dif- 
covercd it felf, ami he was taken very ill 5 upon 
which he immediately caufed himlllf to be 
carried into an out Building which ]}c had in 
his Yard, and where there was a Chamber over 
;\ \Vt)rk-houfe, the \h\n being a Brazier^ here 
he lav, and hero lie died, and would be tended 
bv none of his Neighbours, but by a Nmfe from 
iMuoad, and wouUriiot fu fier his Wife, or Chil- 
iiicriy or Servants, to • come up into the Room lell 
ilicy ihould be inlecled, but fent them his Blcdnig 
and Players for them by the Niirfc, who fpoke it 
to them at a Diilance, and all this fcr fear of giv- 
int; them the Dillemper, and without which, he 
knew as they were kept i]p, they could not have 
11. 

And here I muft obfeiTc alfo, that the Plague, as ' 
A Itippofe: all Piilcmpcrs do, operated in a diflercnt 
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Manner, on differing Conftitutions 5 fome were im- 
ncdiaidy ovcrwhclra'd with it, and it caniQ to vio- 
lent Fevers, Vomitings, unfuffcrabk Hcad-achs, 
Pains in the B:;ck, and lb up to Ravings and Rag- 
ings with thofe Pains: Others with Swellings and 
rumours in the Neck or Groyn, or Arm-pits, 
ivhich till they could be broke, put them into in- 
ruflerable Agonies and Torment > while others, as I 
huve oblerv'd, were filenily inftded, the Fever 
preying upon their Spirits inlenfibly, and they Tec- 
ing little of it, till they fell into iwooning, auJ 
Paintings, and Death without pain. 

I am not Phyliciau enough to enter into the par- 
ticular Rcafons and Manner of thefc differing Efftfts 
of one and the lame Dillemper, and of its differ- 
ing Operation in fevcral Bodies j nor is it my Bufi- 
ncls here to record the Obfervations, which I rcdUy 
n;adc, becaule the Doctors themtclves, have done 
that part much more cffeftually thin I can do, and 
bccaufc my opinion may in fome things differ from I 

theirs: lam only relating what I know, or have . 1 
heard,or believe of the particular Cafesyand what fell 
within the Compafs of my View, and the different 
Nature of the Infe^ion, as it appeared in the parti- 
cular Cafes which I have related j but this may be 
added too, that tho'the former Sort of thofe Ca- 
fes, namely thole openly vifitcd, were the word 
for themfclvcs as to Pain, I mean thofe that had 
fuch Fevers, Vomitings, Hcad-achs, Pains and 
Swellings, becaufe they died in fuch a dreadful Man* 
ner, yet the latter had the .word State of thq Di{i 
cafe -, for in the former they frequently recovered, 
efpecially if the Swellings broke, but the latter 
was inevitable Death j no cure, no help cou'd be 
poffible, nothing could follow but Deaths J^nd ic 
was worfc alfo toothers^ bccaufc as, above, it fecrct-^ 
ly, and unpcrcciv'd by others, or by themfclvcs, 
communicated Death to thofe they convcrs'd with, 

QL4 the 
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the penetrating PoiP.:)n infiniiating it fclF into tlicir 
lilood in u Manner, A^'hich it is impolllblc to dc- 
Cciih'^j or indeed conceive. 

This infci^Hng and being infefted, without fo 

. much as us being known to cither Ferfon, is evi-. 
cicnt i\\nn two Sorts of CafeS;, which lTCi|uently 

. liap>j>cncd at that Time J and there is hardly any 
I3i>dv hvin:^ who was m Lv-^don dnrine the fnfee- 
lion, bill iiitiit hive knov/n levcral of the Cafes of 

I. l''atlicr> and Mothers have g<^nc about as 
if iliiy l)ad been well, and have bchev'd them- 
It'lves K* b;* lb, till tluy hav;: infenfil')ly infected, 
♦ niici bocn ilu: Di'lhnciion of iheir whole I'\imilies: 
AV'^hiwh \hcy wuuld Ii.ivc been far from doing, 
ii ihcy ii.id the k.iit Apprehcnfioi^s of their be- 
in/]; unhHir.d and d.:n jerous ilieniiclvcs. A I'amily, 
\vlii^lc oU'iy 1 hue ixard, was tlius* infected by the 
l\tthu\, and the Dillcmner began to appear upon 
lv>in(: of tlicr.i, even before he lound it upon him- 
lllfi but fcirehiiii; niDiC narrowly, it appeared, he 
iiuJ Kcii infected fomc Time, and as loon as he 
i'ound iluit his F^iinily had been poilbn'd by hiinfelf, 
lie went diilracted, and would have laid violent 
IfanJs upon himleli, but was kept from thut by 
thofc who U^ok'd to him, and in a few Da)S 
ciicd. 

z. The other Particular is, that many People hav- 
ing been wclltoihebclloftheirownju(4gment,or by 
the bell Obfervation which they could make of 
chcmfelvcs for feveral D.v/s, and only finding a Dc- 
<'^ay of Appciite, or a light Sicknefs upon their Sro- 
Xiiachsj nay, foiuev/hoic Appetite has been llrong, 
ancJ even craving, and only a hght Pain in their 
J-Icadsi have lent for Phyfic'ians to know what 
aiTd then), and havebcen found to their great Sur- 
l^rize, at the b^ink of Death, the 'I'okens upon 
riicm^or the Plague grown up to an incurableH<'ight. 

It 
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It was very llid to rcflcd^ how fuch a Pcrfon as 
this lajl ynentioncd abovey had been a walking Deflroy- 
cr, perhaps for a Week or Fonnight before that^ 
how he had ruiii'dthofe, that he would have hazar- 
ded his Life to five, and had been breathing Death up- 
on them, even perhaps in his tender Kifling and 
Embracingsof his own Children: Yet thus certain- 
ly it was, nnd often has been, and I couM give 
many particular Cafes where it has been fo ^ if then 
the Blow is tlius infenfibly Ihicken j if the Arrow 
flies thus unfccn,and cannot be difcovcredj tov^'hac 
purpofc are all the Schemes for fluitting up or re- 
moving the fick People? thole Schemes cannot take 
place, "but upon thofc that appear to be lick, or ta 
be infcclcd j whereas there arc among them, at the 
fame tinif, Thoufands of People, who fccm to be 
well, but are all that while carrying Death v/ith 
them into all Companies which they come into. 

This frequently puzzled our Phyficiuns, and dpc- 
cially the Ai>othecaries and Surgeons , who knew 
not how to difcovcr the Sick from the Sound ; they 
all allow'd that it ivas really fo^ that many People 
had the Plague in their very Blood, and preyitig up- 
on their Spirits, and were in themfelvcs but walking 
putrifud Carcallcs, whofe Breath was infeftiom^ 
and (heir Sweat Poifonj and yet were as well to 
look on as other People, and even knew it notthcm- 
Idvcs: Ifay, they all allowed that it was really true 
in Faft, but they knew not how to propofe a Dif* 
covery. 

My Friend Doftor Heath was of Opinion*, that 
—it might be known by the fmell of tncir Breath j 
but then,^j hefaid^ who diull Smell to that Breath 
for his information ? Since to know it, be mud 
draw the Stench of the Plague up into bis own 
Brain, in order to dillinguiih the Sinell! I have 
heard, it was the opinion of other?:, that it might be 
dijlinguifb'd by the Party's breathing upon apiece of 

Glafe, 
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Glifv, where the Breath condcnfing, there might 
living Creatures be Iccn by a Microlcopc of ilrangc 
monllrous and frigliUul Shapes, luch as Dragons, 
Snakes, Serpents, and Devils, horrible to behold: 
But this I very nuieh queihon the Truth of, and 
\kC had no Microlcvipes at that "TimCj as I rcmem-. 
ber, to make the lixperiment with. 

It was the opinion alfo of another learned Man, 
thvit the Breath of (ueh a Ferfon would poifon, and 
inllantly kill a Birdj not only a fmall Bird, but even 
a (^ock or Hen, and that if it did not immediately 
kill the latter, it would caufe them to be roupy as 
they call it; particularly that if they Iiad laid any 
Fci7.s at that Time, they would be all rotten ; But 
thole are Opinions which I never foimd uipportcd 
by any Experiments, or heard of others that had 
leen it i fo I leave them as I find them, only with 
this Remark •, namely, that I think the Probabili- 
ties are very Ibong for them. 

Some have propofed that fuch Pcrfons fhould 
breath hard upon warm Water, and that they would 
leave an unulual Scum upon it, oi" upon fcveral 
other things efpecially fuch as arc of a glutinous 
Stibitance and arc apt to receive a Scum and lupport it. 

But from the whole I found, that the Nature of this 
Contagion was fuch,that it wasimpoflibletodifcover 
it at all, or to prevent its fpreading i\om one to ano- 
ther by any htnnan Skill. 

1 ierc was indeed one Diffictilty, which I could ne- 
ver throughly get over to this time, andwhich there 
is but one way of anfwering that I know of, and it is 
ilus, ^jiz. The full: Perfon that died of the Plague 
\vas in Jjeccmb. ic^^\ or thereabouts i6<^4, and in, 
or about /.£/;;^-^/r;t', whence the firil Perfon had the 
Infwfcion, was generally faid to be, from aParccl ofSilks 
imported from' flulland^ arid lull opened in thatHoufe. 

But after this we heard no more of any Perfon dying 
of the Plague, or of ihc DUlcmper being in that 

Place 
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Pl:ice, till the !>'*» of February ^ which was uboutj 
Weeks after, and rhen one more was buried out of 
the fame Houte: Then it was hulVd, and wc were 
perfectly ealy as to the publick^ for a great while j 
for there were no more entred in the Weekly Bill 
to be dead of the Plague, till the iz'^ of ^/r/V, when 
there was i more buried fiot out of the fimcHoufe, 
but out of the fimc Street j and as near as I canrc- 
mcnribcr, it was out of the next Houfc to the full: 
this was ni:ie Weeks afunder, and after this wc had 
No more nil a Fortnight, and then it broke out in 
feveral Streets andlpread every way. ' No\y the 
Quedion Teems to lye thus, wbere Jay the Seeds of 
the Ififctlion all this luhilc ? How came it to ft op fo 
Ivng^ and not flop any longer ? Either the Di- 
llcmpcr did not come immediately by Contagion 
from Body to Body, or if it did, then a Body may 
be capable to continue infcfted, without the Difealc 
difcovering itfelf, many Days, nay Weeks together, 
even not a Qiiarentinc of Days only, but Soixan- 
tine, not only 40 Days but 60 Days or longer. 

It's tnic, there was, as I obferved at firll, and is well 
known to many yet living, a very cold Winter, and a 
longFroll, which continued three Months, and this, 
the Doctors lay, might check the Infcftion > but then 
the learned mull allow me to fay, that if according 
to their Notion, the Difeafe was, as I may fay, on- 
ly frozen up, it would like a frozen River, have 
returned to its ufual Force and Current when it 
thaw'd, whereas the principal Recefs of this Infeftion, 
which was from Fcbrihiry to jiprily was after the 
FrolT: was broken, and the Weather mild and. warm. 

But there is another way of folving all this Diffi- 
culty, which I think my own Remembrance of the 
thing will fupply J and that is, the Fact is not granted, 
namely, that there died none in thofc long Inter- 
vals, viz. from the ic**^ of December to the 9^^ of 
I'flruary , and from tlicnce io the zi^ of j^priL 
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The Weekly Bills arc the only Evidence on the other 

fide, and thofe Bills were not of Credit enough, ai: 

leaft with nie, to (iipport an //>^^//Ay/j, or determine 

a Queflion of fuch Importance as this; For it \v;is 

our received Opinion at that time, and 1 believe upon 

very good Grounds, that the Fraud lay in theParifli 

Officers, Searchers, and Perfons appointed to give 

Account of the. Dead, and what Difeafes they died 

of : And as People were very loth at firft to have 

the. Neighbours believe their Houfcs were infefted, 

ih they gave Money to procure, or othcrwifc pro- 

ciir'd the dead Perfons to be return'd as dying of 

otl'iCr Diftempers > and this 1 know was pradis'd 

ulicrwards in Tiiany Places, 1 believe 1 might fay in 

;ill IMuce., where the Dillempcr came, as will be 

Ocn U) ihc Villi JMicrcafe of the Numbers plac'din 

ll)c \Vecklv r>:lU under other Article:^ of Difeafes.', 

uiuing the rime ofilic Tnlcction: For K\a??jp/ey in 

the Monrh of y///y and ^Jiuniflj when the Plague was 

coming on toiishighcd Pitch j it was very ordinary 

te> 1k;\c from a thouiand to twelve hundred, nay to 

aliTioll fil':ccn Ihindrcd a Week of other Diltem- 

pert -, not that t!ic Numbers of thofe Dillempcrs 

were really encicafed to fuch a Degree : But the 

great Number of Families and Hotifes where really 

the InfccVion was, ohtain'd the Favour to have their 

tJrad be returiVd of other Diilempers to prevent the 

.liutting up their Houfcs. lor Example^ 

Dead of other Difeafes befides the Plague. 

From the i8th to the ifth July ^41 

to the I it y///^/^y/ . ioo.| 

to the 8th — 121 5 

to the ifth 14 jp 

to the zid — . 1331 

to the zpth — ~.«« lyjj^ 

to 
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to the f th Septetuber — i Z{J4 

to the nth — tofS 

totheipth — I I 52- 

to the z6th ' -— s^zj 

Now it was not doubted, but the grcatcft p.irc 
of thcfe, or a great part of them, were dead of the 
Plague, but the Oflicers were prcvail'd with to rettim 
them as above, and the Numbers of fomc particular 
Articles of Diltempers difcover'd is, as follows > 

• 

From the i(t to the 8th o^Aug. to the i^tb. to the zt. to the 24^. 

Fever }I4 jfj J48 585 

Spotted Fever 174 ipo \66 i^f 

Surfeit 8f 87 ' 74 pp 

Teeth po 115 III 15 J 

•tMiaHB^M ■■■■«■■«« ■•MNaaia* ^mmmmmm^ 

^^5 74? ^5^P 7^^ 

From ^ArfM/?29thtothe I'th^f/'/. to the 12. to the 19. tothei^r. 

Fever 564 jji pp 268 

Spotted Fever if7 p7 loi 6f 

Surfeit 68 4f 49 ^6 

Teeth 158 12.8 izi 112 
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There were feyeral other Articles which bare a 
Proportion to thefe, and which it is eafy to perceive, 
were increafed on the fame Account, as ^^ed^ Con^ 
fumptiom^ Fomitings^ Impojibiwics^ Gripes^ and the 
like, many of which were not doubted to be infec- 
ted People; but asit wasof theutmollConicqucnce 
to Families not to be known to be infeded, if it was 
poflible to avoid it, fo they took all the meafures 
they could to have it not believed •, and if any died 
in their tloufcs to get them rctunVd to the Exami- 

ocrj 
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ncrs, unci by the Sc-uchcrs^ ;is having died of other 
J^iilcmpcrs. 

This, ilav, will account for the long Interval, 
■which, as Jhuv^ Jliid^ was between the dying oFthc 
firll Pcrfon^* that were rctureud in the Bill to be 
dead of the Plague, and the time when the Dillcm- 
per fpread ojx-nly, and could not be concc\ird. 

Jiefidci), the \Vecklv Bills thcu)relvcs at that time 
O'idenrly dilcover this Truth \ for while there wa.^ 
no NJention of tl^c Plague, and nolncreafe, after it 
had been uH'ntioncd, ycc it was apparent, that there 
WHS an Kncrtale of thofe Dillempers which borr 
dercd nearcll uponit, for Example there were Eighr, 
Twelve, Seventeen pf the Spotted Fever in a Week, 
when there were none, or but very few of the Plaguej 
whereas h;*ioic Oue^Threc^ or /c/.'^r, were the ordi- 
nary AV^cekly Numbers of that Diltemperj likewife, 
as 1 obler\ ed before, the Burials increafed Weekly 
in that particular Parilh,'apd the PariHies adjacent, 
more tlian in any other Parijh,aUho' there were none 
fcr downof the Plague-, all which tells us, that the 
Infection was handed on, and the Succcilion of the 
Dillcjnpcr really pfcferv'd, tho' it i'cem'd to us at 
that lime lo be ccafed, and to come again in a man- 
ner furpiifmg. 

Jc nnght he alfo, that the Jnfeclion might remain 
in oilier part^ of the fame Parcel of C/oods which ac 
fuit It came in, and which might not be perhaps 
rm/'n#>.l or \\\ Icait uoL fullv, or in the Cloths of the 
firll infected Pcribn; for J catViot think, that any 
Cojy could bv fei//d v.'iih the Contagion in a fatal 
and moital J)egiec for nine Weeks together, and 
fupport hib Stale of Health fo well, as even not tp 
difcover a to themfelves •, yet if it were fo, the Ar- 
gument is the (Ironger in Favour of what lam fay- 
ing-, namely, that the Infettion is retiiin'd in Bodies 
apparently v cll,anwl couvey'd from them to thofe they 

con- 
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convcrfc with, while it is known to neither the one 
nor the other. 

Great were the Confufions at that time upon this 
very Account J and when People began to be con- 
vinced that the Infeftion was received in this ftir- 
priling manner from Perfons apparently well, they 
began to be exxccding (hie and jealous of every one 
that came near them. Once in a pubHck Day^ whe- 
ther a Sabbath Day or not I do not remember, in 
jlldgate Church in a Pew full of People, on a iud- 
rn, one fancy'd ihc fmelt an ill Smell, immediately 
flic fancies the Plague was in the Pew, whifpers her 
Notion or Sufpicion to the next, then nies nnd 
goes out of the Pew, it immediately took with the 
next, and fo to them allj and every one of them, and 
of the two or three adjoining Pews, got up and 
went out of the Church, no Body knowing what 
it was otfendcd them or from whom. 

This immediately filled every Bodies Mouths with 
one Preparation or other, fuch as the old Women 
directed, and fome perhaps as Phyficians direfted, in 
•order to prevent Infeftion by the Breath of others j 
infomuch that if we came„ro go into a Church, 
when-ir was any tiling full of People, there would 
be fuch a Mixture of Smells at the Entrance, that it 
was much more Ihong, tho' perhaps not fo whole- 
fome, than if you were going into an Apothecary's 
or DruggilVs Shop; in a Word, the whole Church 
was like a fmelling Bottle, in one Corner it was all 
■Perfumes, in another Aromaticks, Balfamicks, and 
Variety of Drugs, and Herbs; in another Salts aiKl 
Spirits, as every one was furnifh*d for their own 
Prefervation ; yet I obferv'd, that after People wxrc 
portcfs'd, as I bare faid^ with the Belief or rather 
AlFurance, of the lnfe£Hon being thuscarryed on by 
Pcifons apparently in Health, the Churches and. 
Jvlceting-Houfes were much thinner of People than 

at 
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at other times before that they us*d to be j for this 
is to be faid bf the PeojMe of Londotiy that during 
the whole time of the Pcrtilence, the Churches or 
Meetings were never wholly lliut up, nor did the 
People decline coming out to the public Worfliip 
of God, except only infome Purilhcs when the Vio- 
lence of the Diftcmpcr was niore particularly in that 
Parillx at that time j and even then no longer, than 
it continued to he fo. 

Indeed nothing was more flrange, than to fee 
with what Ci>\nagc the People went to the public 
Service of God, even at that time when they were 
afraid to lllr out of their own Houfes upon any other 
Occalioni this I mean before the time of Dcfpcra* 
tion, which 1 have mentioned already; this was a 
Proof of the exceeding Populoufnefs of the City at 
the ti»nc of the Ir.fc&ion, notwithllanding thegica: 
Numbers that were ^^onc into the Country at tb*e 
/irft Alarm, and tha^ tied out into the I'orcils and 
Woods when they were farther lerrifyed with tliJ 
extraordinary Incrcafe of it. For when we cameLo 
fee the Crcuuls and 'I'hrongb of People, which ap- 
peared on the Sabbath Days at th: Churches, and 
cfpecially itj t-iofe parts of the Town where the 
Plague was abated, or where it was not yet come 
to its Hciglir, it v/as amazing. But of this I iliall 
fpeak agam prcfcnily ; 1 return in the mean time 
to the Article of infeding one another at liril j 
before People came to right Notions of the Infe- 
ction, and of infe<^ting one another. People were 
only fliye of thufe that were really fick, a Man with 
a Cap upon his Head, or with Cloths round his Neck,. 
^Lvhicb 'ivcis I be Cafe of thofe that had SweU'nigs there '^ 
fi!ch was indeed frightful : 13ut when we faw a Gentle- 
man drefsM, with his Band on and his Gloves in his 
llmc', hih! hit upon his Head, and his Hair combM, 
of lu;:U wc had not the le;Ul Apprchcniions •, and 

. People 
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People convcrfe a great while freely, efpeciaUy mifB 
their Neighbours andfucb as they knew. But whcrt 
the PhyUcians afliircd us, that the Danger waS as 
well from the Sound^ that is thefeemingly founds as thd 
Sick I and that thofe People, who thought thenifclvcs 
entirely free, were oftentimes the moft fatal 5 and that 
it came to be generally underftood, that People were 
fenfiblc of it, and ot the reafoti of it : Then I (ay 
they began to be jealous of every Body, and a vaft 
Number of People lock'd themfclves up, fo as not 
to come abroad into any Company at all , nor fuf* 
fcr any, that had been abroad in promifcuous Com- 
pany, to come into their Houfes, or near them j at 
icaft not fo near them, as to be within the Reach of 
their Breath, or of any Smell from them j and when 
they were obliged to convcrfe at a Dirtancc with 
Strangers, they would always have Prefcrvati^'cs in 
their Mouths, and about their Cloths to repell and 
keep off the Infection. 

It muft be acknowledged, that when People began 
to ufe thcfe Cautions, they were lefs cxpofcd to 
Danger, and the Infeftion did not break into fuch 
Houlcs fo furioufly as it did into others before, 
and thoufands of Families were preferved, fpeakihg 
with due Eeferve to the Dire£lion of Divine Provi^ 
dence^ by that Means. 

But it was impolliblc to beat any thing into the 
Heads of the Poor, they went oil with the ufual Im- 
petuofity of their Tempers full of Outcries and 
Lamentations when taken, but madly carclefs of 
themfclves, Fool-hardy and obllinatc, while they 
were well : Where they could get Employment they 
pufhMinto any kind oi Bufincfs, the moll dangerous 
and the moll liable to Infcftion > and if they were 
(pokcn to, their Anfwer would be. / muft truft to 
God for that', if lam taken ^ then I am provided for^ 
and there is an Endofme^ and the like ; O R T H u s, 
IVhyj IFhat muft I do? 1 can't ftarve, J had as 
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good have the Plague as perijb for want. J have n^y 
fl'^ork^ what could I do? I mufi do this or beg : Sup* 
pofe it was burying the dead, or attending the Sick^ 
or watching infcfted Houfes, which were all ter- 
rible Hazards, but their Tale was generally the fame. 
It is true Neccllity was a very juftifiable warran- 
table Plea, and nothing could be better \ but their 
way of Talk was much the (Imie, where the Ncccf- 
fit ies were not the fame: This adventurous Con- 
duct of the Poor was that which brought the Plague 
among them in a mod furious manner, and this 
joiivd to the Diftrefs of their Circumftanccs, when 
taken, was the rcafon why they died fo by Heaps-, 
for I cannot fay, 1 could obferve one jot of better 
Hulbandry among them, 1 mean the labouring Poor, 
while they were well and getting Money, tiian 
there was before, but as iavifli, as extravagant, and 
as thoughtlefs for to Morrow as everj fo that when 
they came to be taken fick, they were immediate- 
ly in the utmort Dillrcfs as well for want, as for 
Sicknefs, as well for lack of Food, as lack of 
Health. 

This Mifery of the Poor I had many Occafions 
to be an Eye-witnefs of, and fomctimcs alfo of the 
charitable Ailirtancc that fomc pious People daily 
gave to fuch, fending them Relief and Supplies 
both of Food, Phy fick and other Help, as they found 
they wanted-, and indeed it is a Debt of Juftice due 
to the Temper of ihc People of that Day to take 
Notice here, that not only great Sums, 'very great 
Sums of Money were charitably fent to the Lord 
Mayor and Aldermen for tl:e Ailirtancc and Sup- 
port of the poor dillcmpcr'd People j but abundance 
of private People daily diftrihuted large Sums of 
Money for their Relief-^ and fent People aI)ouc to 
enquire into the Condition of particular dillrcficd and 
vifited Families, and relieved them ; nay fome pious 
Ladies were fo tranfported with Zeal in fo g<)od a 
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Work, and fo confident in the Protcftjon of Pro- 
vidence in Difcharge of the great Duty of Charity^ 
that they went about in perfon diftributing Ahns to 
the Poor, and even vifiting poor Families, tho* ficfc 
andinfeftcd in their very Houfes, appointing Nurics 
to attend thofc that wanted attending, and ordering 
Apothecaries and Surgeons, the firft to fupply them 
with Drugs or Plaiftcrs, and fuch things as they 
Wanted \ and the lad to lance and drefs the Swel- 
lings and Tumours, where fuch were wanting 5 giv- 
ing their Bleffing to the Poor in fubftantial Relief 
to them, as well as hearty Prayers for them. 

I will not Undertake to fay, as fomedo^ that none 
of thefe charitable People were fuffered to fall under 
the Calamity itfclf j but this I may lay, that I ne- 
ver knew any one of them that mifcarried, which 
I mention for the Encouragement of others in cafe 
of the like Diftrefsj and doubt lefs, if they that give 
to the Poor^ lend to the Lord^ and he will repay them i 
thofc that hazard their Lives to give to the Poor , 
and to com fore and aflill the Poor in fuch a Mifery 
as this, may hope to be protcftcd in the Work. 

Nor was this Charity fo extraordinary eminent on- 
ly in a few j but, (for I cannot lightly quit this Point) 
the Charity of the rich as well in the City and Sub- 
urbs as from the Country, was fo great, that in a 
Word, a prodigious Number of People, who muft 
otherwife inevitably haveperilhed for want as well 
asSickncfs, were fupported and fubfiftcd by icj and 
tho* I could never, nor I believe any one clfe coiHc 
to a full Knowledge of what was fo contributed , 
yet I do believe, that as 1 heard one fay, that was 
a critical Obferver of that Part, there was not on- 
ly many Thoufand Pounds contributed, but many 
hundred thouGind Pounds, to the Relief of the Poor 
of this dillreflcd aftliftedCity j nay one Man affirmed to 
me that he could reckon up above one hundred thou- 
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fand Pou!id$ a Week, which was diftributed by the 
Church Wardens at the levcral \ Pa^-iih Veftrics, 
by the Lord Mayor and the Aldermen in the fevcral 
Wards and Precinfts, and by the paiticular Dircftion 
of the Court and of the Juftices refpcftively in the parts 
where they refided j over and above the private Cha- 
rity diftributed by pious Hands in the manner I fpeak 
of, and this continued for many Weeks together. 

I confcfs this is a very great Sum j but if it be 
true, that there was diftributed in the Parifh of 
Crippjegate only 17800 Pounds in one Week to the 
Relief of the Poor, as I heard reported, and which 
I really believe was true, the otner may not be im- 
probable. 

It was doubtlcfs to be reckoned among the many 
fignal good Providences which attended this great 
City, and of which there were many other worth re- 
cording •, I fay, this was a very remarkable one, 
that it plcafcd God thus to move the Hearts of the 
People jn all parts of the Kingdom, fo chearfully to 
contribute to the Relief and Support of the poor 
at London 5 the good Confequences of which were 
felt many ways, and particularly in preferving the 
Lives and recovering the Health of fo many thou- 
iiinds, and keeping lb many Thoufands of Families 
from pcrifliing and ftarving.' 

And now I am talking of the merciful Difpofition 
of Providence in this time of Calamity, I cannot 
but mention again, tho' I have fpoken feveral times 
of it already on other Account, I mean that of the 
Progreflion of the Diftemper j how it began at one 
end of the Town, and proceeded gradually and flow- 
ly from one Part to another, and like a dark ClouJ 
that partes over our Heads, which as it thickens and 
overcafts the Air at one End, clears up at the 
other end : So while the Plague went on raging from 
We'll to Eaft, as it went forwards Eaft, it abated 
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In the Weft, by which means thofe parts of the 
Town, which were not feiz'd, or who wercfefK 
and where it had fpent its Fury, were (as it were) 
fparM to help andaflift the other*, whereas had the 
Diftemper fpread it felf over the whole City and 
Suburbs at once, raging in all Places alike, as it has 
done fince in fomc Places abroad, the whole Body 
of the People mull have been overwhelnied,and there 
would have died twenty thoufimd a Day, as they 
fay there did at Naples^ nor would the People have 
been able to have help'd or aflifted one another. 

For it muft beobfcrv'd that where the Plague was 
in its full Force, there indeed the People were very 
miferable, and the Conllernation was inexpreflible. 
But a little before it reachM even to that place, or 
prefently after it was gone, they were ouite another 
Sort of People, and 1 cannot but acknowledge, that 
there was too much of that common Temper of 
Mankind to be found among us all at that time > 
namely to forget the Deliverance, when the Danger 
is part: But I (hall come to (peak of that part 
again. 

It muft not be forgot here to take fome Notice 
of the State of Trade, during the time of this com- 
mon Calamity, and this with refpeft to Foreign 
Trade, as alfo to our Home-trade. 
j As to Foreign Trade, there needs little to be 
I faid J the trading Nations of Europe were all afraid 
i of us, no Port of France^ or Holland^ or Sp,un^ or 
Italy would admit our Ships or corrcfpond with us; 
indeed we flood on ill Terms with the Dutch^ and 
ijwere in a furious War with them, but tho* in 
a bad Condition to fight abroad , who had fuch 
dreadful Enemies to ft. ugglc with at Home. 

Our Merchants accordingly were at a full Stop, 
heir Ships could go no where, that is to fay to no 
lace abroad i their Manufafturcs and Mcrchandile, 
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that is to fay, of our Growth, would not be touchM 
abroad j they were as much afraid of our Goods, 
as they were of our People •, and indeed they had 
reafon, for our woolen Manufaftures are as retcn^ 
tivc of Infeftion as human Bodies, and if packMup 
by Pcrfons infeiStcd would receive the Infcclion, and 
be as dangerous to touch, as a Man would be that 
was inferred j and therefore when any Eriglip Veflel 
arrivM in Foreign Countries, if they did take the 
Goods on Shore, they always caufcd the Bales to 
be opened and air'd in Places appointed for that 
Piupofc: But from London they would not fuffer 
them to come into Port, much lefs to unlade their 
Goods upon anylcrms whatever 5 and this Striftnefs 
Avas efpecially iisM with them in Spain and Italy., in 
7/^^y(vyandthcIrtandsof the y/rr/;^5 indeed as they are 
caird,as well thofc belonging to thcTurks as to the 
Vcuctians^ they were not fo very rigid \ in the firft 
there wasnoObllruclionat all \ and four Ships, which 
were then in the River loading for Italy^ that is 
fbr/.r^/j6?r;;and A\?//^j,being denycd Produft, as they 
^allit^ went on to I'lirkcy^ and were freely admitted 
to unlade their Cargo v/ithoutany Difficulty, only 
that when they arriv'd there, fome of their Cargo 
was not iic for Sale in that Country, and other 
Parts of it being confign'd to Merchants at Leghorn^ 
the Captains of the Ships had no Right nor anyOr-t 
ilcrs to difpofe of the Goods \ fo that great Incon- 
veniences followed to the Merchants. But this was no- 
thing but what the Meccflity of Affairs required, and 
the Merchants atLc^\horn and at Napleshv^ing No- 
tice given them, fenc again from thence to take 
Care of the EfTcfts, which were particularly con- 
Hgn'd to thofc Ports, and to bring back in other 
Ships fuch as were improper for the Markets at 
Stnyrna and Scanderoon. 

The Inconveniences in Spain and Portugal were 
(>ill greater i for they would, by no means, fulfcr 
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our Ships, cfpccially ihofc from London^ to come 
into any of their Ports, much left tp unlade j there 
was a Report, that one of our Ships having by 
Stealth delivered her Cargo, among which wa^lbme 
Bales of £«g///& Cloth, Cotton, Kcrfyes, and fuch 
like Goods, the Spaniards caufcd all the Goods to 
be burnt, and puniflied the Men with Death who 
were concern'd in carrying them on Shore. This I 
believe was in Part true, tho' I do not affirm it : But it 
is not at all unlikely, feeing the Danger was real* 
ly very great, the Infcdion being fo violent in Lon^ 
(hn. 

1 heard likewifethat the Plague was carrycd into 
thofc Countries by fomc of our Ships, an<l paiti* 
cularly to the Port oi Faro in the Kingdom of ^A 
gt^rx;^, belonging to the Vimgoi Portugal j and that 
fcvcral Pcrfons died of ic,thcrc, but it was not con-» 
iirm'd. 

On the other Hand, tho^ihi^ Spaniards ^xi(\Por^ 
ttiguefe were fo fliie of us, it is moll certain, that the 
Vhgucy as has hen faid^ keeping at firft much at 
that end of the Town next lyejlmnjler^ the mcr* 
chandifing part of the Town, fuch as the Citv and 
the Water-fide, was pcrfccUy found, till at leall the 
Beginning o( July^ and the Ships in the River till 
the Beginning oi Jugujl j for to the i^' of July^ 
there had died but fcven within the whole Citv, 
and but 60 within the Liberties j but one in ail 
the Parifhcs of Stepney^ jildgate^ and IVhitc-^Clhap^ 
pel; and but two in all the eight Parilhcs ot'SoMlf^ 
wark. But it was the fame thing abroad, for the . 
bad News was gone over the whole World, tl):;t 
the City o( London was infcfted with the PU)y;uc ; 
and there was no inquiring there, how the iati:c- 
tion proceeded, or at which part of the Town iC 
was begun, or was reach'd to. 

Bclldcs, after it began to fpread, ic incrcafcd fo 
fall, and the Bills grew fo high, uJl on a tiiudcn, 
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that it was to no purpofe to leflen the Report of it^ 
or endeavour to make the People abroad think it 
better than it was, the Account which the Week- 
ly Bills gave in was fufficient > and that there died 
two thoufund to three or four thoufand a Week, was 
fufficient to alarm the whole trading part of the 
World, and the following time being fo dreadful 
aUo in the very City it felf, put the whole World, 
1 fay^ upon their Guai'd againft it. 

You may be fure alfo, that the Report of thefe 
things lofl notiiing in the Carriage, the Plague was 
it fclf very terrible, and the Dilbcls of the People 
very great, as you may obferve by what I have faid : 
Bin rhc Rumor was inhnitely greater, and it muft 
not be N'ondcr'd, that our Friends abroad, as my 
Brother'sCorrcfpondcnts in particular were told there, 
namely in /^(?r//(g^/ and lialy where he chiefly traded, 
that in jLc;/ir/(:^// there died twenty thoufand inaWeek \ 
that the dead Bodies lay unburicd by Heaps j that 
the living were not fufficient to bury the dead, 
or the Sound to look after the Sick j that all 
the Kingdom was infcftcd likcwife, fo that it was 
an univcrfal Malady, fuch as was never heard of in 
thofc parts of the World j and they could hardly. 
• believe uv, when we gave them an x^ccount how 
things really were, and how there was not above 
one l*cnth part of the People dead > that there was 
f 00000 left that lived all t le time in the Town > 
that now the People began to walk the Streets 
. ugain, and thofc, who were fled, to return, there 
was no Mifs of the ufu:\l Throng of people in the 
Streets, except as every Family might mils their Re- 
lations and Neighbours, and the like j I fay they could 
not believe thefe things ^ and if Enquiry were now 
. ro be made in Naples^ or in other Cities on the 
Coalt of Italy^ they would tell you that there was 
ji dieadful Infcctiop in l^cndot^ fo many Years agoi 
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in vhich, as abovey there died Twenty TRoulahd 
in a Week, 6?c. Juft as wc have had it reported in 
L$ndon^ that there was a Plague in the Qty ot Naples^' 
in the Year i6f6,in which there died zcx>oo People 
in a Day, of which I have had very good Satisfac* 
tion, that it was utterly felfe* 

But thefe extravagant .Rcpons were very preju- 
dicial to our Trade as well as unjull and injurious 
in themfclvcsj for it was a long Time after the 
Plague was quite over, before our Trade could re- 
cover itfclfm thofe parts of the World; and the 
Flemings and DuUhj but efpecially the laft, made 
very great Advantages of it, having all the Market 
to themfelvcs, and even buying; our Manufafturcs 
in the fevcral Parts of England whcvc the Plague 
was nor, and carrying them to Holland^ and Flan^ 
dcrSj and from thence tranfporting them to Spain^ 
and to Italy yViS if they had been of their own mak- 
ing. 

But they were detefted fomctimcs and punifli'd, 
that is to fay, their Goods confifcated, and Ships 
alfo ', for if it was true, that owr Manufactures, as 
well as our People, were infefteJ, and that it was 
dangerous to touch or to open, and receive the 
Smell of thcms then thofe People ran the hazard by 
that clandcftinc Trade, not only of carrying the 
Contagion into their own Countiy, but alio of in- 
fecting the Nations to whom they traded with thofe 
Goods i which, conlidering how many Lives might 
be loll in Confequence of (uch an Adion, muft be 
:^ Trade that no Men of Confcicnce could fuffcr 
themfelvcs to be concem'd in. 

I do not take upon me to fay, that any harm was 
done, I mean of that Kind, by thofe People : But I 
doubt, I need not make any fuch Provifo in the 
Cafe of our own Country j for either by our Peo- 
ple of London^ or by the Commerce, which made 
thcij- copvciling with all Sorts of People in every 
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County^ and of every confideiAble To wn^ neceflary^ 
I fay, by this means the Plague was firft or lall 
iprcad all over the Kingdom, as veil in London as 
in all the Cities and great Towns, efpecially in the 
trading Manufafturing Towns, and Sea- Ports; fo 
chat firft or laft, all the confiderablc Places in Etig' 
/and,v/crc vifitcd more or Icls, and the Kingdom of 
Ireland in fomc Places, but not fo univerfally j how 
it far'd with the People in Scotland^ I had no op- 
portunity to enquire. 

It is to be oblcrv'd, that while the Plague conti- 
nucd fo violent in London^ the out Ports^ as they arc 
cairJ,. enjoy'd a very great Trade, efpecially to the 
adjacent Countries, and to our own Plantations; 
for Example, the Towns of Colcbejler^ l^armottth^ 
and 7/////, on that fide of Englandy exported to Hvl^ 
land and Ilamhnrgh^ the Manufaftures of the adja- 
cent Counties for leveral Months after the Trade 
with London was as it were entirely fliut up; like* 
wile the Cities of Briftol and Exefer with the Port 
of Plymouth^ had the like Advantage to Spain^ to 
the Canaries^ to Guinea^ and to the fVcJi JridieS'p 
and particularly to yrr//?;;^; but as the Plague fpread 
it fclf every way after it had been in London^ tofuch 
:i Ocgicc as it was in ylugujl and September \ fo all, 
or u\o[\ of thofe Cities and Towns were infc£ted 
fniV or lull, and then Trade was as it were under a 
^cncnil Knib.irgo, or at a full ftop, as I fhall ob^ 
fcrvc father, when I fpeak of our home Trade. 

One thing however muil be obrerved,that as to 
Ships coming in from Abroad, as many you may be 
fare did,fomL*,whowereoutinaU Parts of the World 
a confiderablc while before, and fome who when they 
went out knew nothing of an Infcdion, oratlcaft of 
one fo terrible ; thele came up the Iviver boldly, 
and delivered their Cargoes as they were oblig'd to 
do, except jull in the two Mouths of ^//^/z/ and Sep- 
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temhefy when the Weight of the Infe^ion lying, 
as I may fay, all below Bridge, no Body durlt ap- 
pear in Buhncfs for a while : But as this continued 
but for a few Weeks, the Homeward bound Ships, 
efpecially fuch whofc Cargoes were not liable to 
fpoil, came to an Anchor for a Time, fliort of The 
l^ O O L * , or frcih Water part of the River, even 
as low as the River Medwayy where leveral oFthem 
ran in, and others lay at the Nore^ and in the IJope 
below Grave/end : So that by the latter end of Ocio^ 
ber^ there was a very great Fleet of Homeward 
bound Ships to come up, fuch as the like hud not 
been known for many Years. 

Two particular Trades were carried on by Water 
Carriage all the while of the Infection, and that 
with mtle or no Interruption, very much to the 
Advantage and Comfort of the poor diltreflcd Peo- 
ple of the City, and thofe were the coafting Trade 
for Corn, and the Newcajlk Trade for Coals. 

The firft of thefc was particularly carried on by 
fmall Veflels, from the Port of //////, and otlier 
Places in the Humbert by which great Qiiantitics 
of Corn were brought in from Torkpirc and JJ:j^ 
colnjime : The other part of this Corn-Trade w;is 
from Lynn in Norfolk^ from IFcllSy and Buruba7/i^ 
and from Tarmouth^ all in the lame County, and 
the third Branch was from the River AIcdway\ and 
from Milton^ feverfiam^ Margate^ and S^irulivich^ 
and all the other little Places and Ports round the 
Coaft of Kent and EJfex. 

There wasalfo a very good Trade from the ('oaft 
of Suffolk with Corn, Butter and Chcclcj ihcic 
Vedcls kept a conltanc Courfc of Trade, and with- 
out Interruption came up to that Market knciwn 



• That Part of the River where the Ships lye up wh;n \W\ 
come Home, is call'd the Pool, and takes in all the RiviToiiloin 
Sides of ihc Water, from the Towir tp ChckolJ's Point, and /./a*- 
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[lill by the Name of Bear-Key^ where they fupplyM 
chc City plentifully with Corn, when Land Carri- 
age began to fail, and when the People began to 
be fick of coming from many Places in the Country. 
Thisalfo was much of it owing to the Pru- 
dence and Conduft of the Lord Mayor, who took 
flich care to keep the Mafters and Seamen from 
Danger, when they came up, caufing their Corn to 
be bought off at any time they wanted a Market, 
( which however was very feldom ) and caufing the 
Coi*n-Fa£tors immediately to unlade and deliver the 
Vcffcls loaden with Corn, that they had very little 
occafion to come out of their Ships or Veflels, the 
Money being always carried on Board to them, and 
put into a Pail of Vinegar before it was car- 
ried . 

The iecond Trade was, that of Coals from New- 
cajlk upon Tpies without which the City would 
have been greatly diftrefled \ for not in the Streets 
only, but in private Houfes and Families, great 
Qiiaiuitics of Coals were then burnt, even all the 
Summer long, and when the Weather was hotted, 
which was done by the Advice of the Phyficians j 
fome indeed oppos'd it, and infilled that to keep 
the Houfes and Rooms hot, was a means to propa- 
gate the Diilempcr, which was a Fermentation and 
Heat aheudy in the Blood, that it was known to 
fprcad, and increafe in hot Weather, and abate in 
cold, and therefore they alledg'd that all contagious 
Diltcmpcrs are the worfc for lleat, bccaufcthe Con- 
tagion was nouriflied, and gain'd Strength in hot 
Weather, and was as it were propagated in Heat. 
Others faid, they granted, that Heat in the Cli- 
mate might propagate Infcftion, as fiilrry hot Wea- 
ther fills the Air with Verminc, and nourijlies innu- 
nicrubblslurobcrs, and Kind > of venomous Creature.*?, 
whuh breed in our Food, in the Plants^ und even iii 
ou: Boulco, by the very Uench of whith^ Infcflion 
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may be propagated ^ alfo, that heat in the Aixy or 
heat of Weather, as we ordinarly call it^ makes Bo» 
dies relax and faint, exhaufts the Spirits, opens the 
Pores, and makes us more ape to receive Infc^^ion, 
or any evil Influence, be it from noxious pcftilen- 
tial Vapors, or any other Thing in the Air: But 
that the heat of Fire, and efpecially of Coal Fires 
kept in our Houfes, or near us, had a quite difFcrcnt 
Operation, the Heat being not of the fame Kind, 
but quick and fierce, tending not to nouriih but to 
confume, and diflipatc all thofe noxious Fumes, 
which the other kind of Heat rather exhaled, and 
Ihgnated, than fcparated, and burnt up j befides it 
was alledgM, that the fulphurous and nitrous Pai ti- 
des, that are often founcl to be in the Coal, with 
thai bituminous Subftance which bums, are all af- 
fifting to clear and purge the Air, and render it 
whollom and fafe to breath in, after the no£lious 
Particles as above arc difpers'd and burnt up. 

The latter Opinion prevail'd at that Time, and 
as 1 mull confcfs I think with good Reafon, and 
the Experience of the Citizens confirm'd it, many 
Houfes which had conftant Fires kept inthcRooms, 
having never been infcfted at all •, and I rauft join 
my Experience to it, for I found the keeping good 
Fires kept our Rooms fwcet and wholfom, and I do 
verily believe made our whole Family fu, more than 
would othcrwifc have been. 

But I return to the Coals as a Trade, it was with 
no little difficulty that this Trade was kept open, 
and pju'ticularly becaufe as we were in an open 
War with the Dutcb^ at that Time , the Dutch 
Capers at firft took a great many of our Collier 
Ships, which made the reft cautious, and maJc 
them to ftay to come in Fleets together : But after 
fome time, the Capei^s were either afraid to take 
them, or their Mailers, the States, were afraid they 
fliould, and forbad them, left the Plague ihould be 
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among them^ which made them fare the bct-» 
ten 

For the Security of thofe Northern Traders, the 
Coal Ships were order'd by my Lord Mayor, not 
to come up into the Pool above a certain Number 
at a Time, and order'd Lighters,- and other VeflTels, 
fiich as the Wood-mongers, that is the JVbarf 
Keepers, or Coal-Sellers fumifhed, to go down, and 
take out the Coals as low as Deptford and Green^ 
wich^ and fomc farther down. 

Others dehver'd great Quantities of Coals in par- 
ticular Places, whei-e the Ships cou'd come to the 
Shoar, 'as m Greenwich^ Blackwal^ and other Pla- 
ces, in vail Heaps, as if to be kept for Sale j but 
were then fetch'd away, after the Ships which 
brought them were gone j fo that the Seamen had 
no Communication with the River-Men, nor fo 
much as came near one another. 

Yet all this Caution, could not cfFcdtually pre- 
vent the Diftemper getting among the Colliery, 
that is to fay, among the Ships, by which a great 
many Seamen died of itj and that which was Itill 
worfe, was, that they carried it down to Ipfwichj 
and Tarmouth^ to Newcajlic upon Tyne^ and other 
Places on the Coaft j where, cfpecially at NcwcajUe 
and at Sunderland^ it carried off x great Number of 
People. 

The making fo many Fires as above, did indeed 
confume an unufual Quantity of Coals -, and that up- 
on one or two Itops of the Ships coming up, whe- 
ther by contrary Weather, or by the Interruption 
of Enemies, 1 do not remember, but the Price of 
Coals was exceeding dear, even as high as 4 1. a 
Chaldcr, but it foon abated when the Ships came 
in, and as afterwards they had a freer Palliige, the 
Price was very reafonable all the reft of that Year. 

The publick Fires which were made on thcfc 
Occalions, as I have calculated it, muft neceflarily 
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have coft the City about lOO Chalder of Coals a 
Week, if they had continued, which was in- 
deed a very great Quantity j but as it was, thought 
neceflary, nothing was fpafd ; however as feme of 
the Phyficians cry'd them down, they were not kept 
a-light above four or five Daysj the Fires were or- 
defd thus. 

One at the Cufiom-houfe^ one at Billingfgatej one 
at ^leen-hith^ and one at the Three Crane Sy one in 
Black Friers^ and one at the Gate of Bridewel^ one 
at the Comer of Leadenbal Street, and Grace^cburcbj 
one at the North^ and one at the South Gate of the 
Royal Exchange^ one at Guild Hally and one at 
Blackwell-hall Gate, one at the Lord Mayor^ Door, 
in St. Helens^ one at the Well Entrance in- 
to St. PauPs^ and one at the Entrance into Binv 
Church: I do not remember whether there was any 
at the City Gates, but one at the Bridge foot there 
was, juft by St. Magnus Church, 

I know, fome have quarrell'd fince that at the . 
Experiment, and faid, that there died the more 
People, bccaufe of thofe Fires j but 1 am perfuaded 
thole that fay fo, offer no Evidence to prove it, 
neither can I believe it on any Account whatc\xr. 

It remains to give fome Account of the State of . 
Trade at home in England during this dreadful 
Time, and particularly as it relates to the Manufac* 
tures, and the Trade in the City : At the firll break- 
ing out of the Infedion, there was, as it is cafic to 
fuppofc, a very great fright among the People, and 
confcqucntly a general llop of Trade 5 except in 
Provilions and Ncceflaries of Life, and even in 
thofe Things, as there was a vail Number of People 
fled, and a very great Number always fick, be(iues 
the Number which died, fo there could not be 
above two Thirds, if above one Half of the Con- 
funiption of Provif ons in the Citv as ufed to be, 
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It plcas'd God, to fend a very plentiful Year of 
Com and Fruit, but not of Hay or Grafs ; by 
which means, Bread was cheap, by Reafon of the 
Plenty of Corn : Flefli was cheapj by Reafon of 
the Scarcity of Grafs 5 but Butter and Checfc were 
dear for the fame Reafon, and Hay in the Market 
juft beyond IVbite-Chapel Bars, was fold at 4 1. per 
Load. But that afFeftcd not the Poor 5 there was 
a moll cxccffive Plenty of all Sorts of Fruit, fuch 
as Apples, Pears, Plumbs, Cherries, Grapes j and 
they were the cheaper, becaufe of the wantof Peo- 
ple j but this made the Poor eat them to excefs,and 
this brought them into Fluxes, griping of the Guts, 
Surfeits, and the like, which often precipitated them 
into the Plague. 

But to come to Matten of Trade > firft. Foreign 
Exportation being Itopt, or at leaft very much in- 
terrupted, and rciidrcd difficulty a general Scop 
ofallthofc Manufaftories followed of Courfe, which 
were ufually bought for Exportation > andtho'fome- 
times Merchants Abroad were importunate for 
Goods, yet little was fent, the Paflliges being fo 
;enerally llop'd, that the EngUflj Ships would not 
>e admitted, as is faid already, into their Port. 

This put a Hop to the Manufaftures, that were 
for Exportation in moll Parts of England^ except in 
Ibmc out Ports j and even that was foon llop'd, 
for they all hud the Plague in their Turn: Buttho' 
this was felt all over England^ yet what was Hill 
worfe,all Intcrcourfcof Trade for Home Confump- 
lion of Manufaftures, efpecially thofc which ufu- 
ally circulated thro' the Londoners Hands, was ftop'd 
at once, the Trade of the City being rtop*d. 

All Kinds of Handicrafts in the City, t^c. Tradcf- 
men and Mechanicks, were, as I have faid be- 
fore, out of Employ, and this occafion'd the putting 
oR\ and difmifling an innumerable Number ofjour- 
ncy-mcn, and Work-men of all Sorts, feeing no- 
thing 
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iliing wos done renting to fuch Trade-, but ulut 
ini(^;ht be fuid to be abloluccly nccclJ'ary. 

This caufcd the Multitude of finj^lc People in 
London to be unprovided torj as alio of Families, 
wliofc living depended upon the Labour of ihc 
HcadiJ of thofc Families > I iay, this reduced them 
to cxtream Miferyj and I mult confcfs it is for the 
Honour of the City of London^ and will be ft)r 
many Ages, as long as this is to be fpoken of, that 
they were able to fupply with charitable Provillon, 
the Wants of fo many Thoufands of ihofe as after- 
wards fell tick, and were dUlrcHcd •, fo that it may 
be fafcly aver'd that no Body pcriflicd for Want, 
at Icll that the Magi Urates had any notice given 
them of. 

Tliis Stagnation of our Manufafturing Trade in 
the Country, would have put the People there to 
mucli greater Diriiculties, but that the Maller- 
Workmcn, Clothiers and others, to the uttennollof 
their Stocks and Strcngtii, kept on making their 
Goods to keep the Poor at Work, believing that 
as foon astheSickncfs iliould abate, they would have 
a quick Demand in Proportion to the Decay of 
their Trade a: that Time: liut as none but tnofc 
Mafters that were rich could do thus, and that 
many were poor imd not able, the Manufaftming 
'I'rade in England fufier'd greatly, and the Poor 
were pinchM all over England by the Calamity of 
the City of London only. 

It is true, that the next Year made them full 
amends by another terrible Calamity upon tlicCity; 
fo that the City by one Calamity impoverilhed and 
weakened the Country, and by another Calamity 
even terrible too of its Kind, enrich'd the Country 
and made them again amends: For an infinite Quan- 
tity of Houlliold Stutf, wearing Apparel, and other 
Things, befides whole Ware-houfes fill'd with 
Merchandize and Manuhiduries, fuch as cotucfrom 
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all Parts of England^ were confumM in the Fire of 
Londoti^ the next Year after this ten iblc Vifitation : 
It is incredible what a Trade this made all over the 
whole Kingdom, to make good the Want, and to 
fupply that Lofs : So that, in lliorr, all the manufa<5tur- 
ing Hands in the Nation were fet on Work, and 
were little enough, for fevcral Years, to fupply the , 
Market and aniwcrthe Demands > all Foreign Mar- 
kets, alfo were empty of our Goods, by the flop 
which had been occalioned by the Plague, and be- 
fore an open Trade was allow'd again j and the 
prodigious Demand at Home falling in join'd to 
make a quick Vent for all Sorts of Goods j fo that 
there never was known fuch a Trade all over Eng-^ 
land for the Time, as was in the firft fevcn Years 
after the Plague, and after the Fire of London. 

It remains now, that I lliould fay fomething of 
the merciful Part of this terrible Judgment: The 
laft Week in Scptnnkr^ the Plague being come to 
its Crifis, its Fury began to alTwagc. 1 remember 
my Friend Doftor Hcatb coming to fee me the 
Week before, told me, he was fure that the Vio- 
lence of it would alTwage in a few Days j but when 
I law the weekly Bill of that Week, which was 
the highell of the wliolc Year, being 8ip7 of all 
Difeafes, 1 upbraidc.l him with it, and afk'd him, 
\vhat he had made his Judgment from? His Anfwcr, 
however, was not fo much to feek, as I thought it 
would have been; look you, (ayi be^hy the Number 
whicliare at this Time lick and infc6l:ed,thercihould 
have been twenty Thoufand dead the lalt Week, in- 
{lead of eight Thoufandjif the inveterate mortal Con- 
tagion had been, as it w;is two Weeks ago •, for then 
ir. ordinarily kill'd in two or three Days, now 
not under Eigl*t or'^'^en; and then not above One 
in Five recovered ; whereas. I have obferv'd, that 
now not above Two in Five mifcarryj and obferve 
it from me, the next Bill will decrcafe, and you 
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^vill fcc many more People recover than ufcd to do j 
for cho' a vail Multitude arc now every where in- 
Icded, and as many every Day fall iick \ yet there 
will not fo many die as there did, for the Maligni- 
ty of the Dillemper is abated \ adding, that he be- 
gan now to hope, nay more than hope, that the 
lnfc6lionhad pats*ditsCrifis,and was going oflFi and 
accordingly fo it was, for the next Week being, as 
1 faid, ti)c laft in September^ the Bill dccreafcd al* 
moft two Thoufand. 

It is true, the Plague was ftill at a frightful 
Height, and the next Bill was nokfs than 6^60^ and 
the next to that ^Jio\ but ftill my Friend's Obfer- 
vation was jiift, and it did appear the People did re- 
cover falter, and more in Number, than they ufcd 
to do ; and indeed if it had not been fo, what had beea 
the Condition of the City of Xc^//^(?a^ ? for accord- 
ing to my Friend there were not fewa* than iixty 
ThoufandPeoplc at that Time infeftcd, whereof^ as 
above, 10477 died, and near 40000 recovered j where- 
as had it been as it was before. Fifty thoufand of 
that Number would very probably have died, if 
not more, and foooo more would have (ickncd> for 
in a Word, the whole Mais of People began to 
fickcn, and it lookM as if none would cfcape. 

But this Remark of my Friend*s appeared more 
evident in a few Weeks more •, for tnc Decrcafe 
went on, and another Week in Otlober it decreasd 
184P. So that the Number dead of the Plague 
was but i66f, and the next Week it dccrealed 
141 } more, and yet it was feen plainly, that there 
was abundance of People fick,nay abundance more 
than ordinary, and abundance fell lick every Day, 
but (as above) the Malignity of the Difcafe abated. 

Such is the precipitant Uifpofition of our Peo- 
ple, whether it is fo or not all over the World, 
that's none of my particular Bufinefs to enquire ^ 
but I (iiw it apparently here, that as upon the firlt 
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Fright of the Infcclion, they ihim'd one another, 
and rtcd from one anotl)cr's Houfcs, and from the 
City with an unaccountable, and, iis I thought, un* 
nccellaiy Fright j fo now upon this Notion fpread- 
ing, ("jiz.) that the J^illcmpcr was not fo catch- 
ing as formerly, and that if it was catch'd, it was not 
lb mortal , and feeing abundance of People 
who really fell iick, recover again daily, they 
look to fuch a precipitant Courage, and grew lo 
rntacly regardlcfs of thcmfelves, and of the Infec- 
tion, that they made no more of the Plague tlian 
of an ordinii y F^cver, nor indeed fo much j they not 
only went boldly into Company, with thofe who 
liad Tumours and Carbuncles upon them, that were 
running, and confcqtiently contagious;, but cat and 
drank with them, nay into their Houfes to vific 
them, and even, as I was told, into their very Cham- 
bers where they lay fick. 

This I couM not fee rational 5 my Friend Doc- 
tor Ileat/j allowM, and it was plain to Experi- 
ence, that the Dillemper was as catching as ever, 
and as many fell fick, but only he alledg'd, that fo 
many of thofe that fell lick did not die-, but 1 think 
that while many did die, and that, at beft, the Di- 
ilemper it felf was very terrible, the Sores and 
Swellings very tormenting, and the Danger of 
i)eath not left out of tlie Circumllanceof Sickncfs, 
tho'n'ji l"o frequent as before j all thofe things, toge- 
ther with the exceeding Tedioufnefs of iheCure,the 
f .ouihlbmncis of tlie Dileafe, and many other Articles, 
were enough to deter any Man living from a dan- 
gerous Mixture v/ith the lick People,and make them 
;is anxious almoft to avoid the Infection ;\s before. 

Nay there was another Thing which made the 
niei-r catcliing of the Dillemper frightful, and that 
was the terrible burning of the CaulHcks, which 
the Surgeons laid on the Swellings to bring them 
to break, and to run > without which the Danger 

+ of 
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of Death was very great, even to the laft > alfo the 
unfufFcrablc Torment of the Swellings, which tho' 
it might not make People raving and dirtradrcd, as 
they were before, and as 1 have given feveral In- 
llanccs of already, yet they put the Patient to in- 
cxprefliblc Torture \ and thole that fell into it, tho' 
they did efcape with Life, yet they made bitter Com- 
plaints of thofe, that had told them there was no Dan* 
gcr,nnd (iidly repented their Rafhncfs and Folly in ven- 
turing to run into the reach of it. 

Nor did this unwary Conduft of the People 
end here, for a great many that thus caft oflF their 
Cautions fuffered more deeply Hill •, and tho* many 
cfcap*d, yetjmany diedj and at lead it had this put- 
lick Mifchief atrcnding-it,- that it made the Dc- 
creafe of Burials ilowcr than it would othcrwifc 
have bccnj for as this Notion run like Lightnini 
thro* the City, and People Heads were .poflcfsV 
with it, even as foon as the firlt great Decrcafe in 
the Bills appeared, we found, that the two next 
Bills did not decreafe in Proportion j the Reafbn I 
take to be the Peoples running fo raflily into Dan- 
ger, giving up all their former Cautions, and Care, 
and all theShynefs which they ufcd to praftilcj de» 
pending that the Sicknefs would not reach them, 
or that if it did, they fhould not die. 

The Phyficians opposed this thoughtleft Hu- 
mour of the People with all their Might, and gave 
out printed Directions, fpreading them all over the 
City and Suburbs, advifing the People to continue 
refcrv'd,and to ufc llill the utmoft Caution in their or- 
dinary Conduft, notwithftanding the Decreafe of the 
Diftemper, terrifying them with the Danger of bring 
ing a Rclapfc upon the whole City, and telling thetn 
how fuch a Relapfe might be more fatal and dan- 
gerous than the whole Vifitation that had been 
already J with many Arguments andReafons to ex- 
plain and prove that part to them, and which arc 
too long to repeat here. 

S 5 But 
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Jliir it was all to noPurpofc, the audacious Crca* 
niiXi wcncfo pMlefsM with the fiill Joy, and fo 
i ;»! u/'d with the Satisfaftion of feeing a vuft De* 
cicaie in the weekly Bills, that they were impene- 
trable by aiiy new Terrors, and would not be per- , 
fuaded,but that the Bitterneis of Death waspais'd j 
and it was to no more purpofe to talk to them, 
than to an Eall-windj but they open'd Shops, went 
about Streets, did Bulinefs, and converfcd with any 
Body that canje in their Way to converfe with, 
lyheiher with Bulinefs, or without, neither inqui- 
ring of their Health, or fo much as being Apprehcn- 
fivc of any Danger from them, tho' they knew 
them not to be lound. 

1'his impru.lrnc rafli Conduct cod a great many 
their Lives, who had with great Care and Caution 
fliut thcmlelves up, and kept retir'd as it were from 
all Mankind, and had by that means, under God*s 
Providence, been preieiv'd thro* all the heat of that 
Infcftion. 

. This rafh and f joliih Conduct, / A)S of the People 
went fo far, that the Minillers took notice to them 
of it at lall, and laid before them both the Folly 
and Danger of it; and this check'd it a little, fo 
that they grew more cautious, but it had another 
EfKcV, which they cou'd not check j for as the firll: 
Rumour had fpread not over the City only, but in- 
• to the Country, it had the like Effeft, and the Peo- 
ple were i'o tir'd with being fo long from Londo)!^ 
and fo eager to come back, that .they flocked to 
Town without Fear or Forccaft,and began to fliew 
thenilelvcs in the Streets, as if all the Danger was 
over: it was indeed furprifing to fee it, fort ho* there 
died ilill from a Thoufand to eighteen Hundred a 
Week, yet the People flock'd to Town, as if all 
f]ad been well. 

The Confcquencc of this was, that the Bills en- 
Crcuv'd again Four Hundred the very firll Week in 
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Novemhey\ and if I might believe the Phyficians, 
there was above three Thoutand fell Tick that 
Wceky moll of them new Comers too. 

Onr^O UN CqCK^^ Barber in St. Martms le 
Gramly w^ an eminent Example of this j I mean 
of the hafty Return of the People, when the 
Plague was abated : This John Cock had left the 
Town with his whole Family, and Icck'd up his* 
Houfe, and w;is gone in the Country*, as many- 
others did, and finding the Plague fo dec5XxisM in 
November^ that there died but pof per Week of 
all Difeafcs, he ventured home again > he had in his 
Family Ten Perfons, that is to fay, himfelf and 
Wife, five Children, two Apprentices, and a Maid 
Servant; he had not been return'd to his Houfc 
above a Week, and began to open his Shop, and 
caiTy on his Trade, but the Dillcmpcr broke out 
in his Family, and within about five Days they all 
died, except one, that is to fay, himfelf, his Wife, 
all his five Children, and his two Apprcnilces, and 
only the Maid remain'd alive. 

But the Mercy of God was greater to the reft than 
had Realbn to expect j for the Malignity^ as I have 
faid, of the Dillempcr was fpenr, the Contagion 
was exhaufted, and alfo the Winter Weather came 
on apace, and the Air was clear and cold, with 
fome fharp Froftsj and thisencreafing ftill, moft of 
thofe thit had fallen fick rccovcr'd, and the Health 
of the City began to return; There were indeed fome 
Returns of the Diftemper, even in the Month of 
December^ and the Bills encreafed near a Hundred, 
but 'it went off again and fo in a fliort while. 
Things began to return to their own Channel. And 
wonderful it was to fee how populous the City was 
pgain all on a fudden j fo that a Stranger could not 
mifs the Numbers that were loft,neither was there any 
mils of the Inhabitants as to their Dwellings: Few 
or no empty Houfes were to be fcen> or if there 

S 4 were 
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were Ionic, there was no want of Tenants for 

thcin. 

1 wifli I cou'd (Iiy, that as the City had a new 

Face, To the Mannas of the People had a new Ap- 

pcurame : I doubt not but there were many that 

ictain'd a fincerc Scnfe of their Deliverance, and 

that were heartily thankful to that fovcreign Hand, 

thax had protedcd them in fo dangerous a Time 3 it 

would be very imchariiublcc to judge otiierwifc in 

a CJity fo populous, and where the People were fo 

dcvcnu, ns they were here in the Time ot the Vifi- 

rnTion it fclf v bill except what of this was to be 

fnMiKi in pirtirulur Fatuilic, and l'\iccs, it mull be 

ui kiio\vlcd;.i;\l ih it the general Pra<fVicc of the Peo- 

pH V.MS \\\{\ as it was bciorc, and very little Diflircucc 

was to be {c{:v\. 

Some indeed fud Things were worfe, that the 
Morals of the People decliu'd from this vere time j 
iliat the People liardcn'd by the Danger they had 
been in, like Sea-men aficr a Storm is over, were 
more wicked and more llupid, more bold and 
hardened m their Vier^ and lmmon\lities than they 
were bclore •, but 1 will no? cany it fo far neither : 
(t would take up a Hiltor^ oi no fmall Length, 
to give a Particular of all the Gradations, by which 
the Couric of Things in this City came to be re- 
rtoiM again, and to run in their own Channel as 
thcv did before. 

Some Parts ofFji^laml were now infected as violent- 
ly as / (>/!^rn had been > the Cities of Norivich^ Peta- 
Icnuf^h^ 1 .incohi^ Colibeflcr^ and otiicr Places were 
nou' vifitcdi and the Magi Urates of Loridonhcg^n tofet 
Rules for our Conduct, as to correfponding with 
thofe Cities ; It is true, we could not pretend to 
forbid their People coming to Loudon^ bccaufc it 
was impoffible to know them aflunder, fo after many 
ConfuUations, the I^ord Mayor, and Court of Al- 
dermen v/ere oblig'd to drop it ; All they cou'd do, 
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was to warn and caution the People, not to. cntcr«p 
tain in their Houfcs, or converfe with any People 
who they knew came from fuch infcfted Places. 

But they might as well have talk'd to the Air, 
for the People of London thought themfelvcs fo 
Plague-free now, that they were paft all Admoniti- 
ons J they fecm'd to depend upon it, that the Air 
was reftor'd, and that the Air was like a Man that 
had had the Small Pox,not capable oP^being infcfted 
again 5 this rcviv'd that Notion, that the Infeftion 
was all in the Air, that there was no lUch thing as 
Contagion from the iick People to the Sound) and 
fo (Irongly did this Whimly prevail among Peo- 
ple, that they run all together promifcuoufly, fick 
and well j not the Alahometans^ who, prepolfcfsM 
with the Principle of Predeftination value nothing 
of Contagion, let it be in what it will, could be 
more oblfinatc than the People of London -, they 
that were perfeftly found, and came out of the 
wholefome Air, as we call it, into the City, made 
nothing of going into the fame Houfes and Cham- 
bers nay even into the fame Beds, with thofc that 
had the Diilemper upon them, and were not reco- 
vered. 

Some indeed paid for their audacious Boldncfs 
with the Price of their Lives ; an infinite Num- 
ber fell fick, and the Phyficians had more Work 
than ever, only with this Difference, that morcof 
their Patients recovered j that is to fay, they gene- 
rally recovered, but certainly there were more Peo- 
ple infefted, and fell fick now, when there did not 
gic above a Thoufand, or Twelve Hundred in a 
Week, than there was when there died Five or 
Six Thoufand a Week j fo entirely negligent wore 
the People at that Time, in the great and dangerous 
Cafe of Health and Infedion j and fo ill were 
they able ' to take or accept of the Advice of 
thofc who cautioned them for their Good*> 

The 
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T he People being thus rcturnM, as it were inge* 
ncr.ilj ir. was very Itrange to find, that in their in* 
Ljuirin^ after their Friends, Ibmc whole Families 
ivcrc lo entirely fwcpt away, that there was ho Re- 
membrance of them left •, neither was any Body to 
be found to poflcfs or fhcw any Title to that little 
ihcy had left j for in fuch Cafes, what was to be 
found was generally embezzled, and purloyn'd fomc 
gone one way, fome another. 

It was faid fuch abandon'J Effcfts,came to thcKing 
as the univcrfal Hcir,upon which we were told, and I 
fuppofe it was in part true, that the King granted all 
fuch as Dcodands to the Lord Mayor and Court of 
Aldermen of London^ to be applied to theufcof the 
Poor, of whom there were very many: For it is to 
be obfcrv'd, that tho' the Occafions of Relief, and 
ihe Objcfts of Dillrcfs were very many more in the 
Time of the Violence of the Plague, than now 
after all was over j yet the Dillrcfs of the Poor wvis 
more now, a great deal than it was then, becaufe 
all the Sluccs of general Charity were now fhut j 
People fuppos'd the main Occalion to be over, and 
fo flop'd their Hands j whereas particular Objeds 
were ihll very moving, and the Dillrefs of thofc 
tlvai were Poor, was very great mdeed. 

Tho' the Health of the City was now very much 
rcllorM, yet Foreign Trade did not begin to llir, 
neither would Foreigners admit oar Ships into their 
Ports for a great while j as for the Dutch^ the Mif- 
underllandings between cur Court and them had bro- . 
ken out into a War the Year before j fo that our 
Trade that way was wholly interrupted j but Spain 
and Portugal'i Italy and Barbary^ \\s alfo Uamburgby 
and all the Ports in the li.altick^ thefe were all fjiy 
of us a great while, and would not reftore Trade with 
us for man) Months. 

The Dillemper fweeping away fuch Multitudes, 
;s 1 have obferv'dj many, it not all the out Parifhes 

.|. were 




were obli 
fides that 
of which 

this Day ; but others were left off, and which, I * 
confcfs, I mention with fome Reflc&ion, being ( 
converted into other Ufes, or built upon afterwards, \ 
the dead Bodies were diilurbM, aous'd, dug up ' 
again, fome even before the Flelli of them was pc* * 
riflicd from the Bones, and remov'd hkc Dung or f 
Rubbilh to other Placesj fome of thofe which came 
within the Reach of my Obfervation, are as fbl- ( 
lou>. 

r. A piece of Ground beyond Gofwel Street, ' 
near Mount-Mill^ being fome of the Remains of 
the old Lines or Fortifications of the City, where 
Abundance were buried promifcuoufly from, the Pa- 
riflics of jllderfgate^ Clerkenwelly and even out of 
the City. This Ground, as I take it, was fincc 
made a Phyfick Garden, and after that has been 
built upon. 

1. A piece of Ground juft over the Black Ditcb^ 
as it was then call'd, at the end of Holloivay Lane^ 
in ShoreditchP'AY'iih', it has been fince nmde a Yard 
for keeping Hogs, and for other ordinary Ufcs, but 
is quite out of Ufe as a burying Ground. 

3. The upper End of fLind-Jlley in BiJbopfgaU 
Street, which was then a green Field, and was ta- 
ken in particularly for Bijhopjgate Pariih, tho* many 
of the Carts out of the City brought their dead 
thither alfo, particularly out ot the Panfh of St. y///- 
kallows on the frail 5 this Place I cannot mention 
without much Regret, it was, as 1 remember, about 
two or three Year after the Plague was ceas'd that 
Sir Robert Clayton c^mc tobepolleft of tlic Ground; 
it was reported, how true I know nor, that it tell 
to the King for want of Heirs, all thofe who had 
^ny Right to it being carried off by the PciHlencc, 
^i)d that Sir Robert Clayton obtain'd a Gram of ic 

from 
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from King Charles IL But however he cinie by 
it, certain it is, the Ground was lee out to build 
on, or built upon by his Order : The firft Houfc 
built upon it was a large fair Houfe ilill ilandirtg, 
which faces the Street, or Way, now called I/and- 
j^Ueyy which, tho' calPd an udtley^ is as wide as a 
Street : The Houfes in the lame Row with than 
Houfe Northward, arc built on the very fame 
Ground where the poor People were buried, and 
the Bodies on opening the Ground for the Foun- 
dations, were dug up, fome of them remaining fo 
plain to be fecn, that the VVomens Sculls were di- 
ItmguiflVd by their long Hair, and of others, the 
Flelh was not quite periflied ; fo that the People be- 
gan to exclaim loudly againllit, and fome fuggelled 
that it might endanger a Return of the Contagi- 
on ; After which the Bones and Bodies, as fall as 
rhey cmr.^ tl them, were carried to another part of 
the fun»w wround, and thrown all together into a 
deep Pi . ^ug on purpoic, which now is to be 
known, ih Sat it is not built on, but is a Paflage 
to another lloulc, at the upper end of Rofe Mley^ 
jull againll the Door of a Meeting-houlc, which has 
been built there many Years finccj and the Ground ' 
IS paliladocd oif from the rell of the Paflage, in a 
liitic I'quarc, there lye the Bones and Remains of 
iicar 'I'wo thoufand Bodies, carried by the Dead* 
Carts to to their Grave in that one Year. 

4. iklkks this, there was a piece of Ground in 
iMooyficiihy by the going into the Street which is 
now caird Old Bcthlcm^ which was cnlarg'd much, ' 
tlio' not wholly taken in on the fame occafion. 

N. B. The Author of this Journal, lyes buried 
n that very Ground, being at his ov/n Defirc., his 
Sifter havmg been buried thcte a few Years be- 
•ore. 

f . Stepney Parill), extending it fclf from the E;ift: 
part of Lmdm to the Nortrj^ even to the very 

Edge 
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Edge of Shoreditch Church-yard, had a piece of 
Ground Cuken in to bury their Dead, clofe to the 
fuid Churcli-yardj and which for chat very Reafon was 
Icfc oper^and is ilnce, I fuppofc, taken into the (ame 
Church-yard \ and they had alfo two other burying 
Places in Spittlefields^ one where finice a Chapel or 
Tabernacle has been built for cafe to this great 
Parifli, and another in Pttticoat-lane. 

There were no Icfs than Five other Grounds 
made u(e of for the Parifli of Stepney at thattioocj 
one where now Hands the Parifli Church of St. 
J^a/tl's S/jadwelj and the other, where now Hands 
the Parilh Church of St. John ^t iVapping^ both 
which had not th^ Names of Parifhes at that time, 
but were belonging to Stepney Parifh. 

I cou'd name many more, but thefe coming 
within my particular Knowledge, the Circumftance 
I thought made it of Ufe to record them 5 from 
the whole, it may be obfcrv'd, that they were ob- 
lig'd in this Time of Dilbels, to take in new bury- 
ing Grounds in moll of the out Parilhcs, for lay- 
ing the prodigious Numbers of People which died 
in lb fhort a Space of Time 5 but why Care was not 
taken to keep thofe Places fcparate from ordinary 
Vics^ that fo the Bodies might rell undillurb'd, 
that I cannot anfwcrfor^ and mull confefsy I* think it 
was wrong 5 who were to blame, 1 know not. 

I fliould have mentioned, that the Quakers had 
at that time alfo a burying Ground, fet a-part to 
their Uic, and which tncy Hill make ufe of, and 
they had alfo a particular dead Cart to fetch their 
. Dead from their Houfes \ and the funous Solomon 
Kaghy who, as I mentioned before, had predifted the 
Plague as a Judgment, and run naked thro* the 
Streets, telling the People, that it was come upon 
them, to punifli them tor their Sins, had his own 
Wife died the very next Day of the Plague, • 

and 
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and was carried one of the firft in the Quakers 
liead Cart^ to their new burying Ground. 

1 might have throng'd this Account with many 
inorc remarkable Things^ which occur'din the Time 
of the Infeftion, and particularly what pafs'd be- 
cwecn the Lord Mayor and the Court, which was 
til en at Oxfordy and what Direftions were from 
rtiiic to time recciv'd from the Government for 
their Condufton this critical Occafion. But really 
the Court concern'd thcmfclvcs fo little, and that 
little they Mid was of fo fmall Import, that I do 
not fee it of much Moment to mention any Part 
oF it here, except that of appointing a Monthly 
l*\ill in the City, and the fending the Royal Chari- 
ly to the Relief of the Poor, both which 1 have 
incntion'd before. 

Great was the Reproach thrown on thofe Phyfi- 
cians who left their Patients during the Sicknefs, 
and now they came to Town again, no Body car'd 
ro employ them j they v/ere call'd Deferters, and 
ficqiicntly Bills were let up upon their Doors, and 
V/'riitcn, Ihre }s a Doctor to be let ! So that fevcral 
of thofe Phyficians were fain for a while to fit Hill 
and look about them, or at leall remove their Dwel- 
lings, and fct up in new Places, and among new 
Acquaintance i the Uke was the Cafe with the Clergy, 
who tlie People were indeed very abufive to, writ- 
ing Verfes and fcandalous Reflections upon them, 
letting upon the Church Door, here is a Ptilpit to 
be let J or (omciwwQ^ to.be fold^ which was worfe. 

Ic was not the lead of ourMisforcunes,that with 
our Infection, when it ceafed, there did notceafe the 
Spirit ofStrife and Contcntion,Slander and Reproach, 
which was really the great Troubler of the Nation's 
Peace before: It wasjfaid to be the Remains of the 
old Anim-ofities, which had fo lately involved us all 
in Blood and jiiforder. But as the late Aft of In- 
dciimity had laid allcep the Quarrel it felf, fo the 

Govern- 
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Clovcrnmeut had recommended Family and Pcrfo« 
nal Peace upon all Occalions, to the whole Na-l 
lion. 

But itcou'd not be obcainM^and particularly after 
the cealing of the Plague in London^ when any one 
that had leen the Condition which the People had 
been ill) and how they care iVd one another at that 
time, promised to have more Charity for the fiirurr, 
and to raife no more Rcprpaches: I fay, any one 
that had fccn them then, would have thought they 
would have come together with another Spirit ac 
laft. But, I fay, it cou'dnot be obtain'd j the Qua- 
rcl remained, the Church and the Prcfbyterians 
were incompatible \ as foon as the Plague was re- 
mov'd, the dilfenting outcd Miniftcis who had 
fupplicd the Pulpits, which were deicrted by the 
Incumbents, rctir'd, they cou'd cxpcft no other \ 
but that they fliould immaiiatcly tall iipom thcni, 
and hurrafs them, with their penal Laws, accep: 
their preaching while they were fick,and perlccure 
them us foon as they were recovered again, thiscvrn 
we that were of the Church thought was veiy 
hard, and cou'd by no means approve of it. 

But it was the Government, and we cou*d fay 
nothing to hinder it-, we cou'd only 'fay, it was not 
our donig, and we could not anfwcr for it. 

Oil ilic other Hand, the Diifenters reproaching 
thoic fvlinillcrs of the Church with going away, 
and defcrting their Charge, abandoning the People 
in their Danger, and when they had mpft need of 
Comfort and the like, this we cou*d by no means 
approve i for all Men have not the fame Faith, and 
the fame Courage, and the Scripture commands us 
to judge the molt favourably, and according to Cha* 
rity. 

A Plague IS a formidable Enemy, and is arm'd 
with Terrors, that every Man is riot fufficiemly 
I'ortiticd to refill, or prepared to ftaiid the Shoclc 

againft : 
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againd: Ic is very certain^ that a great many 
of ihc Clergy, who were in Circumftances to do ir, 
withdrew, and fled for the Safety of then" Lives j 
but 'lis true alfo, that a great many of them Ibid, 
und many of them fell in the Calamity, and in the 
Dilcharge of their Duty. 

It is true, feme of the Diflenting turn'd outMi^ 
nilters ilaid, and their Courage is to be commend- 
ed, and highly valued, but thefc were not abun- 
dance J it cannot be faid that they all ilaid, and 
that none retivM into the Country, any more than 
it can be faid of the Church C'leigy, that they all 
went away 5 neither did all thole that went away, 
go without fubllituting Curates, and others in their 
Places, to do the Olhccs needful, and to villt the 
Sicic, as tar as it was pradicablcj fo that upon the 
whole, an Allowance of Charily might have been 
uudc on both Sides, and we lliould have conlldcr'd, 
thatfuch a time as this of 1 6(5 j-, is not to be paralleled 
in Hiiiory, and that it is not the ilouteft Courage 
that will always fupport Men in fuch Cafes j I had 
not laid this, but had rather chofcn to record 
the Courage and religious Zeal of thofe of botli 
S d<s, v/ho did hazard thcmfelves for the Service of 
tlic poor l^cople in their Diihefs, without remem- 
bring that any fail'd in their Dtfly on either fide. 
JJiit the want of Temper among us, lias made 
tlic cv)ntravy to this neceflary j foine that Itaid, not 
only boalling too much of themfelves, but revil- 
ing thole that fled, branding them with Cowardice, 
dclcrting their Flocks, and a6ting the Part of the 
Hirleing, and the like : I recommend it to the Cha- 
rity of all good People to look bad:, and reflcft duly 
upon the Tenors of the Timcj and whoever does 
fo will fee, that it is not an ordinary Strength ih.it: 
cou'd fupport if, it was not like appearing in the: 
Head of an Ariuy, or charging a Body of Horfe 
in the Field i but it was charging Death it fel: 

on 
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on his pale Hoiic; to (lay was indeed to dic^ and it 
could be ellcemed nothing lefs, efpccially as things 
appeal M at the latter End of uiuguft^ and the Be- 
ginning of September^ and as there was rcafon to 
cxpccl them at that time; for no Man expected, 
and I dare fay, believed, that the Diftempcr would 
take lb Hidden a Turn as it did, and fall imme- 
diately zooo in a Week, when there was fuch a 
prodigious Number of People fiek at that Time, 
as it was known there was \ and then it was that 
many fliiftcd away, that had rtay'd moft of the time 
before. 

Befides, if God gave Strength to (bme more than 
to others, was it to boaft: of their Ability to abide 
the Stroak, and upbraid thofcthat had not the fame 
Gift and Support, or ought not they rather to have 
been humble and thankful, if they were rcndcr'd 
more ufeful than their Brethren ? 

I think it ought to be recorded to the Honour of 
fuch Men, as well Clergy as Phyficians, Sur- 
geons, Apothecaries, Magillrates and Officers of 
every kind,as alfo all ufeful People,who ventur*d their 
Lives in Difcharge of their Duty, as moft cer- 
tainly all fuch as ftay*d did to the laft Degree, 
and feveral of all thcfe Kinds did not only venture 
but lofc their \a\c^ on that fad Occafion, 

I was once making a Lift of all fuch, 1 mean of 
all thofc Profcflions and Employments, rvho thus 
died, as 1 call it, in the way of their Duty, but it 
was impolliblc for a private Man to come at a 
Certainty in the Particulars j 1 only remember, that 
there died fixteen Clergy-men, two Aldermen, five 
Phydcians, thirteen Surgeons, within the City and 
Liberties before the beginning ot September : But 
this being, as I faid before, the great Crifis and Extre- 
mity of thelnfcdion, it can be nocompleat Lilt; As 
to inferior People, 1 think there died fix and forty 

T Con' 
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Conftiiblcs and Headboroughs in the twoPariflics of 
Stepney and irbite-Chapel^ but I could not carry 
my Lift on, for when the violent Rage of the Di- 
llempcr in Scpteviber came upon wSy it drove us out 
of all Mcafurcs ; Men did then no more die by Talc 
and by Number, they might put out a Weekly 
Bill, and call tliem i'evcn or eight Thoufand, or 
what they pleas'd j 'tis certain they died by Heaps, 
and were buried by Heaps, that is to fay without Ac- 
count y and if I might believe fome People, who 
were more abroad and more convcrfant with' thofc 
things than I, tl\o' 1 was public enough for one 
that had no more Bufmefs to do than 1 had, I fay, 
if I may believe them, there was not many lefs bu* 
ricd thofc fuii: three Weeks in September than zoooo 
fci Week i however the others aver the Truth of 
ir, yet I rather chufe to keep to the public Account ; 
Icvcn ;ind eight thoufand per Week is enough to 
make good all that 1 have faidof the Terror of thofc 
1'imes> and it is much to the Satisfaction of me 
that write, as well as thofc that read, to be able to 
fay, that every thing is fet down with Moderation, 
and rather within Compafs than beyond it. 

Upon all thefe Accounts I fay I could wifh, when 
\vc were rccover'd, our Conduit had been more 
dillinguiflrd for Charity and Kindnefs in Remem- 
brance of the piift Calamity, and not fo much a 
valuing our feh es upon our Boldnefs in ftaying, as 
if nil Men were Cowards that fly from the Hand 
of God, or that thofc, whoftay, do not fometimes 
owe their Courage to their Ignorance, and defpifing 
the Hand of their Maker, which is a criminal kind 
of Defperation, and not a true Courage. 

I cannot but leave it upon Record,- that the Civil 
Officers, fuch as Con llablcs, Headboroughs, Lord 
Mayor's, and SherifTs-men, as alfo Paiilh-Officers, 
vvhofe Bufinefs it was to rake Charge of the Poor, 

did 
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did their J)uties in general with as much Courage 
as any, and perhaps with more, becaulc their Work 
Nvas attended with more Hazards, \\\\ lay more 
•among tlic Poor, who were more i'ubjeft to be in- 
fccSbcd and in the moll pitiful Plight when they were 
taken with the Infcftion: But then it mull dc ad- 
ded too, that a great Number of them died, indeed it 
was fcarce poflible it flmuld be otherwife. 

I have not faid one Word hereabout the Phyficfc 
or Preparations that we ordinarily made ufe of on this 
terrible Occaiion, I mean we that went frequently 
abroad up and down Street, as I didj much of this 
was talk'd of in the Books and Bills of our Quack 
Doftors, of whom I have l^iid enough already. 
It may however be added, that the College of Phy- 
licians were daily publilliing feveral Preparations^ 
which they had conlidcrMof in the Procels of their 
Praftice, and which being to be had in Print, I 
avoid repeating them for that reafon. 

One thing I could not help obferving, what be- 
fell one of the Qiiacks, who publifli'd that he had a 
moit excellent Prefervatiye againll the Plague, which 
whoever kept about them, lliould never be in- 
fcfted, or liable to Infeftioiv, this Man, who we 
may reafonably fuppofc^ did not go abroad without 
fonic of this exwUent Prcfervati-ve in his Pocket, yet 
was taken by the Didcmper^ and ctirryM ofFin two 
or three Days 

1 am not of the Number of the Phyfic-Hatcrsj 
or Phyfic-Dcfpifeis j on the contrary, i have oftcni 
mentioned the regard 1 had to the Diftates of my 
particular Friend Dr. Heath \ but yet I muft ac- 
knowledge, I made ufe of litrle or nothing, e^^ept 
as 1 have obferv'd, to keep a Preparation of ftrong 
Scent to have ready, in cafe I met with any thing 
of oftenfive Smells, or went too near any burying 
place, or dead Body. 
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Neither did I do, what [ know fome did, keep 
the Spirits always high and hoc with Cordials, and 
Wine, and fiich things, and which, as 1 obfci v'd, one 
learned l^hyfician ufcd himfclf fo much to, as that 
he could not leave tb.em offwhen the Infeftion was 
quiic gone, and fo became a Sot for all his Life 
after. 

rrcmcmbcr, my Friend the Doctor usM to fay, 
that there was a certain Set of Drugs andPreparations, 
which \vere all certainly good and ufcful in thecafe 
of an Infc(^tion j out of which, or with which, Phy- 
licians might make an infinite Variety of Medicines*, 
as the Ringers of Bells make fcveral Hundred diffe- 
rent Rounds of Mulick by the changing and Or- 
der of Sound but in Wk licllsj and that all thefePrepara- 
tionsflullbe re.iUy verygoful-, ihcrefore,faid he, I do 
not wonder that fo valLa Throng of Medicines is of- 
llcr'd in thcprctl'nc Calamity -, and almoil every Phyfi- 
cian prcfciibes or prepares a dilTercni thing, as his 
Judgment or I'.xpeiicnce guides him : but, (ays 
my Friend, let all the Prefcnption:, of all the Phy- 
licians in Lona'c/ihccsiuiiincd-j and it will be found, 
that they arc all compounded of the fame things, 
with fuch \'arjations only, as the particular Fancy 
of the Doctor leaJihiiu to j fo that, fays he, every 
Man judging a little of his own (>onllitution and 
manner ot his living, and C'ircumflances of 
his being infe<^tcd, may dired* his own Medicines 
out of the ordinary Drugs and Preparations : 
Only th.u, fu's he, forae recommend one thing as 
moll fovc reign, and fome another j fome, fays he, 
think that /'///. y\\v f. Vv^hich is caird itfelf thcAnti- 
pelltlential Pill, is the belt Preparation that can be 
made ; others think, chat rc/jice I'reacle is fufficient 
of it fclf to refill the Contagion, and I, fays he, 
think as both thefe think, viz. that the laft is good 
to take beforehand to prevent it, and the laic, if 
touched, to expel it. According to this Opinion. I 

I fcveral 
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ftveral times took Vemcc Treacle and a found Sweat 
upon it, antl thought my Iclf as well fortified againll 
the Infcftion us any one could be fbrtifycd by the 
Power of Phyfic. 

As for Quackery and Mountebank, of which the 
Town was fo full, I lillcned to none of them, and 
have obfcrv'd often fincc with fome Wonder, that 
for twc Yeais after the Plngue, I fcarcely faw or 
heard of one of them about Town. Some fancied 
they were all fwept away in the Infeftion to aMan, 
and were for calling it a particular Mark of God's 
Vengeance upon them, for leading the poor People 
into the Pit of Dcdruftion, merely for theLticrcof 
a little Money they got by them j but I cannot go . 
that Length neither > that Abundance of them died 
is certain, many of them came within the Reach 
of my own Knowledge ; but that all of them were 
fwepc off I much quellion ; I believe rather, they 
fled into the Country, and trycd their Praftices 
upon the People there, who were in Apprchcnfion 
of the Infection, before it came among them. 

This however is certain, not a Man of them ap- 
pcar'd for a great while in or about London ^ there 
were indeed (cveral Doftors, whopubliflicd Bills, re- 
commending their feveral phyfical Preparations for 
cleanfing the Body, as they call it, after the Plague, 
and needful, as they laid, for fuch People to take, 
who h:A been vifitcd and had been cur'dj whereas 
I muil own, I believe that it was the Opinion of 
the mod eminent Phyficians at that time, that the 
Plague was itfclf a fufficicnt Purge j and that 
thofc who efcapcd the Infection needed no Phyfic 
to cleanfe their Bodies of any other things ^ the 
ninning Sores, the Tumors, (^c. which were broke 
and kept open by the Dircftions of the Phyficians, 
having fufficiently clcanfed them j and that all 
other Diftempers and Caufes of Diftcmpers were, 
effectually carried off that Way j and as the Phy- 

T 5 ficiam 
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ficians gave this as their Opinions, wherever they 
came, the Qiiacks got little Bullnefs. 

There were indeed Icveral little Hurries, which 
happcnM after the Decreafe of the Plague, and 

ind 
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return by fuch a Time^ and the ^axwou^ Solofnon 
Jia^le the naked Quaker, I have mcMuion'd, pro- 
^-jhefy'd evil Tidings cvtiy Day; and fevcral others 
telling us that J.cuhii had not been liifficiently 
icoufi^VI, wwi] the furer and fevcrcr Strokes. were yet 
behind -, liud ihcy lloj)'d ilicir, or had they dcfcen- 
dcd to Particular :, and toid u>i that the City fliould 
the next Year I)e dcllroycd by Fire > then indeed, 
when wc liad fecn it come to pafs, we fliould not 
have been to blame to have paid more than a com- 
mon Refpect to their Prophetick Spirits, at leall 
wc fhoLild have wonder'd at ihem, and have been 
niorc ferious in our Faiqiiiries after the meaning 
ot* it, and whence they had the Fore-knowledge: 
But as they generally told us of a Rclapfc into the 
Plague, wc have had noOnicern lince that about 
thcnij yet by thefc frequent Clamours, we were 
all kept with foinc kind of Apprehenfions cour 
llantly upon us, and if any diedfaddenly, or if the 
I'potted Fevers at any time increafcd, we were pre- 
Icntly al irmM j much more if the Number of the 
Plague cncreafed, tor. to the End of the Year, there 
were always between z and 500 of the Plague j on 
any of thefc OccalioUi, J fiy, we were alanri'd 
anew. 

Thofc, who remember the City of London before 
the Fire, mull remember, that there was then no 
iiich Place as that wc now call Newgate-M^ivkti, 
But that in the Middle of tlie Street, which isnow 
caird Biow-bLidder Street^ and which had its Name 
tiom the Butchcrb, who ub'd to kill and drefs their 
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Sheep there i (and who it fcems had a Cuftomio 
blow up their Meat with Pipes to make it look 
thicker and fiittcr than it was, and were punifliM 
there for it by the Lord Mayor) I fay, from the 
End of the Street towards Newgate^ there Hood two 
long Rows of Shambles for the felling Meat. 

It was in thofe Shambles, that two Perfons fal» 
ling down dead, as they were buying Meat, gave 
Rife to a Rumor that the Meat was all mfctlcd^ 
which tho' it might affright the People, and fpoird 
the Market for two or three Days > yet it appeared 
plainly afterwards, that there was nothing of Truth 
in the Suggcltion : But no Body can account for 
the PofleHion of Fear when it takes hold of the 
Mind. 

However it pleas'd God by the continuing of the 
Winter Weather to rellorc the Health of the Ci- 
ty, that by February following, we reckoned the 
Diflcmpcr quite ccas'd, and then we were not fo 
cafily frighted again. 

1 here was Hill a Queftion aniong the Leamed,and 
at firlt it pcrplcx'd the People a little, and that was, 
in what manner to purge the Houfes and Gopds, 
where the Plague had been j and how to render 
, them habitable again, which had been left empty 
during the time of the Plague; Abundance of Per-, 
fumes and Preparations were prcfcribM by Phyfi- 
cians, fome of one kind and lome of another, in 
which the People, who liilened to them, put them- 
fclves to a great, and indeed in my Opinion, to an 
unnecclfary Expcnce-, and the poorer People, who 
only fct open their Windows Night and Day, burnt 
Brimftonc, Pitch, and Gui>powdcr and Uich things 
in their Rooms, did as well as the bell j nay, the 
eager People, who as I faid above, came Home in 
.hall and at all Hazards, found little or no Incon- 
venience in their Houics nor in the Goods, and did 
little or nothing to them. 

T 4 How- 
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However, in general, pnident cautious People 
did enter into lome Mcafures for airing and fvv'c: t- 
ning their Houfcs,and burnt Perfumes, Inccnfc, Ben- 
janim, Rozin, and Sulphur in the Rooms dole fliuc 
up, and then Ice the Air carry it all out with a 
lilall of Gun-powder > others caufcd large Fires to 
be made all Day and all Night, for fcvcral Days and 
Nights J by the fame Token, that two or three 
were pltMsM to let their Houles on Fire, and fo cf- 
fi'ftually fwectned them by burning them down to 
the Ground > as particularly one at Ratcliff^ one in 
Jlolbourn^ and one at lVeJlmtfifleY\ bcfides two or 
three thai were let on Fire, but the Fire was happily 
got out again, before it went far enough to burn 
down theHoufes > and one Citizen's Servant, I think 
It was in Thames Street , carrycd {o much Gun- 
powder into his Mailer's Houie for clearing it of 
the Infection, and managed it fo foohlhly, that he 
blew up part of the Roof of the Houfe. But the 
Tune was not fully come, that the City was to 
be purgM by Fiie, nor was it far offj for within 
Nine I\k)nihs more I faw it all lying in Aflics 5 
when, as fome of our Qiiacking Philofopheis pre- 
tend, the Seeds of the Plague were entirely delli oyM 
and not before, aNoiion too ridiculous to fpcak of 
here, lince, had the Seeds of the Plague remained 
in the lloufes, not to be deitroyed but by Fire, 
how has it been, that they have not fmcc broken 
. out ? Seeing all thofe Buildings in the Suburbs and 
Lil)erties, and in the great Panihcs of <SVr/?/7^j', //7vV^- 
Chapcl^ jiidgnte^ liljhopjiiate^ Shoreditcb^ Cripple- 
gato and St. Giles's^ where the I'ne never came, and 
where the Plague rag'd with the great 11 Violence, 
remain Itill in the fame Condition they were in be- 
fore. 

But to leave thefe things juft as I found them, it 
was certain, that thofc People, who were more than 
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ordinarily cautious of their Health, did take parti-^ 
wular Dircdions for what they called Seafoning of 
their Houfes, and Abundance of coftly Things were 
confum'd on that Account, which, I cannot but (ay, 
not only feafoncd ihofe Houfcs, as they deflr^d, but 
fiird the Air with very grateful and wholeibme 
Smells, which others had flie Share of the Benefit 
of, as well as thole who were at the Expenccs of 
them. 

And yet after all, tho' the Poor came to Town 
veiy prccipitantly, as I have faid, yet I mud (ay, 
the rich made no fuch Hafte ; the Men of Bufinds 
indeed came up, but many of them did not bring 
their Families to Town, till the Spring came on, 
and that they faw Reafon to depend upon it, that 
the Plague would nol return. 

The Court indeed came up foon after Chriftmas, 
but the Nobility and Gentry, except fuch as de- 
pended upon, and had Employment under the Ad- 
miniflration, did not come (o loon. 

1 fliould have taken Notice here, that notwith- 
/landing the Violence of the Plague in London and 
in other Places, yet it was very obfervable, that it 
was never on Board the Fleet j and yet for fomc 
time there was a ftrange Prefs in the River, and 
even in the Streets for Sea-Men to man the Fleet. 
But it was in the Beginning of the Year, whert the 
Plague was fcarce begun, and not at all comedown 
to chat part of the City, where they ufually prds 
for Seamen 5 and tho* a War with the Dutch was 
not at all grateful to the People at that time, and the 
Seamen went with a kind of Reluftancy into the 
Service, and many complained of being drag*d into 
it by Force, yet it prov'd in the Event a happy 
\ iolencc to feveral of them, who had probably 
pcriiVd in the general Calamity, and who after the 
Summer Service was over, tho* they had Caufc to 

lament 
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lament the Dcfolation of their Faipilies, who, when 
they came back, were many of them in their 
Graves 5 yet they had room to be thankful, that 
they were carried out of the Reach of it, tho' fo 
much againil their Wills j we indeed had a hoc 
War with the Dutch that Year, and one very great 
Engagement at Sea, in which the Dutch were 
wrorrted> but we loll a great many Mcnandfome 
Ships. But, as I obferv'd, the Plague was not in 
the Fleer, and when they came to lay up the Ships 
in the River, the violent p:ut of it began to abate. 

I would be glaH, if I could clofe the Account of 
this melancholy Year with fome particular Exam- 
ples hiliorically j I mean of the Thankfulnefs to 
Ciod our l^rcfci ver for our being delivered from this 
ch'cadful Calamity J certainly the Circumltanccs of 
the Deliverance, as well as the terrible Enemy wc 
were delivered from, call'd upon the whole Nation 
for it J the Circumlbnces of the Deliverance were 
indeed very remarkable, as 1 have in part mentioned 
already, and particularly the dreadfiilCondition,which 
Ave were all in, when wc were, to the Surprize of 
the whole Town, made joyful with the Hope of a 
Scop of the jufcftion. * 

Nothing, but the immediate Finger of God, no- 
thing, but omnipotent Power could have done itj 
the Contagion dcfpifcd all Medicine, Death rag'd 
in every Corner j and had it gone on as it did 
then, a few Weeks more would have cleared the 
Town of all, and every thing that had a Soul : Men 
every where begin to defpair, every Heart failM 
them for Fcur, People were made defpcrate thro' the 
Anguilli of their Souls, and the Terrors of Death 
Ihc in the very l\;ces and Countenances of the 
l^^oplc. 

hi that veiy Moment, when we might very well 
luN, \ am was the Help oi' M.m) J lay in that very 
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Moment it plcafcd God, with a moil agreeable Sur- 
prize, to caufc the Fury of it to abate, even t>f it fclf, 
and the Malignity declining, as I have faid, tho' in- 
finite Numbers were fick, yet fewer died j and the 
very firU Week's Bill dccreafcd 1845, ^ vaftNum- 
- bcr indeed ! 

It is impofliblc to cxprefs the Change that ap- 
peared in the very Countenances of the People, that 
7l&//;/^^j Morning, when the Weekly Bill came out 5 it 
iDight have been perceived in their Countenances, that 
a fccret Surprize and Smile of Joy fat on every Bodies 
Face J they fliook one another oy the Hands in the 
Streets, who would hardly go on the fame Side of the 
way with one another before \ where the Streets were 
not too broad, they would open their Windows and 
call from one Houfc to another^ and afk'd how 
they did, and if they had heard the good News, 
that the Plague was abated j Some would return 
when they faid good News, and afk, what good News ? 
and when they anfwered, that the Plague was abat- 
ed, and the Bills decreafed almolb 2000, they would 
cry out, God be praifvd j and would weep aloud for 
joy, telling them they had heard nothing of it 5 and 
fuch was the Joy of the People that it was as it 
were Life to them from the Grave. I could almoft 
fct down as many extravagant things done in theEx- 
cefs of their Joy, as of their Grief j but that would 
be to Idlcn the Value of it. 

I niuft confefs my felf to have been very much dejec- 
ted jult before this happened j for the prodigiousN um- 
ber that were taken fick the Week or two before, 
befidcs thofe that died, was fuch, and the Lamen- 
tations were fo great every where, that a Man muft 
have feemed to have afted even againft his Reafon, 
if he had fo much as expcfted toefcapcj and as 
there was hardly a Houfe, but mine, in all my Neigh- 
bourhood, but what was infcdedj fo had it gone on. 
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it would not have been Iong:> that there would 
have been any more NciglAbmirs to be infected j 
indeed k is hardly credible, what dreadful Havoclc 
the la(t tlirec Weeks had made, for if 1 might be- 
lieve the Pcrfon, whofe Caleulations I always found 
very well grounded, there were not Icfs than 50000 
People dead, and near ico thoufand fallen lick in 
the three Weeks I fpeak of j for the Number that 
Jickencd was furpiiling, indeed it was allonifliing, 
and thofc whofe (courage upheld them all the time 
before, iunk under it now. 

In the Middle of their Diftrels, when the Con- 
liition of the City of London was fo truly calami- 
tous, jull then it plcafed God, as it were, oy his im- 
mediate Hand to difarm this Enemy-, the Poyfon 
was taken out of the Sting, it was wonderful, even 
the Phyficians thcmfelves were furpri/x'd at it-, 
wherever they vifucd, they found their Patients 
better, either they had fwcated kindly, or the Tu- 
mours were broke, or the Carbuncles went down, 
and the Inflammations round tl\cm chang'd Co- 
Icjtir, or the Fever was gone, or the violent Hcad- 
ach was allVag'd, or fome good Symptom was in 
the Cafe-, fo that in a fev>/ Days, every Body was 
recovering, whole Families that were infeftcd and 
down, that had Miniiters praying with them, and 
expected Death every Hour, were revived and 
healed, and nonj died at all out of them. 

Ncn* was this by any new Medicine found out^^ 
or new Method of Cure difcovered, or by any Ex* 
pcriencc in the Operation, which the Phyficians 
or Surgeons had attained toj but it was evidently 
from the fecret invifiblc Hand of him, that had at 
firil fent this Difeafe as a Judgment upon usj and 
let the Atheiltic part of Mankind call my Saying 
ihis what they plealc, it is no Enthufiafm j it was 
cknowlcdg'd at that time by all Mankind 5 thcDif- 
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cafe was enervated, and its Malignity fpcnt, and Icti 
proceed from whcnccfoevcr it will, let the Philo 
lophers fcarch for Rcafons in Nature to actoixntid 
it by, and labour as much as they will to Icflcnthe 
Debt they owe to their Maker > thole Phyfickvsl 
who had the Icall Share of Religion in them, wcrd 
oblig'd to acknowledge that it was aJl fupcniatunilJ 
that it was extraordinary, and that no Account could] 
be given of it. \ 

If I fliould fay, that this is a vifible Summons lo 
us all to Thankfulncfs, efpecially we that were un- 
der the Terror of its Increafe, perhaps it may be 
thought by feme, after the Senle of the thing was 
over, an officious canting of religious things, preach- 
ing a Sermon inllcad of writing a Hillory, making 
my felf a Teacher inllcud of giving my Obfcr* 
vacions of things j and this rellrainsrae very much 
from going on here, as I might othcrwile do ; But 
if ten Lcapcrs were healed, and but one return'd to 
give Thanks, 1 dcfire to be as that one, and to be 
thankful for my fclf 

Nor will I deny, but there were Abundance of 
People who to all Appearance were very thimkfuht 
that time ; for their Mouths were llop'd, even the 
Mouths of thofc, whofe Hearts were not cxtraor* 
dinary long affcdcd with it ; But the Impreflion was 
fo Itrong at that time, that it could not be refilled, 
no not by the worll of the People. 

It was a common thing to meet People in. the 
Street, that were Strangers, and that we knew no- 
thing at all of, exprefling. their Surprize. Goir^ 
one Day thro' j^ldgate^ and a pretty many People 
being pafling and repaffing, there comes a Man 
out of the End of the Minor ics^'xxx^X looking a litdc 
up the Street and down, he throws his Hands 
abroad, Lordy ivbat an Alteration is here ! Why, 
lalt Week I came along here, and hardly any Body 

was 
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was to be fecn \ iiuuthcr Man, I heard him, adds 
to his Words, 'tis all wonderful, 'tis all a Dream : 
BlclFcd be God, fays a third Man, aud let us give 
Thanks to him, for 'tis all his own doing: Hu- 
man Help and human Skill was at an End. Thefc 
were all Strangers to one another : But fuch Salu- 
tations as thefe were frequent in the Street every 
Day •, and in Spight of a loofe Behaviour, the very 
common People went along the Streets, giving God 
Thanks for their Deliverance. 

It was now, as Ifiiid before, the People had caft off 
all Apprchenfions, and that too fall j indeed we were 
no more afraid now to pafs by a Man with a white 
Cap upon his Head, or with a Cloth wrapt round 
his Neck, or with his Leg limping, occafion'd by 
the Sores in his Groyn, all which were frightful 
to the laft Degree, but the Week before J butnovv 
the Street was full of them, and thefc poor reco- 
vering Creatures, give them their Due, appeared very 
fcnfible of their uncxpcfted Deliverance > and I 
flioiild wrong them very much, if I fhould not ac- 
knowledge, that 1 believe many of them were really 
thankful J but I mull own, that for the Generality 
of the People it might too jullly be laid of them, 
as was faid of the Children oi Ifrael^ after their be- 
ing delivered from the Hoft of Pharaoh^ when they 
pailcd the Rcd-Scay and look'd back, and fiw the 
Egyptians overwhelmed in the Water, viz. That 
. tbcy fang bis Praifc , but they foon forgot his 
lyorks. 

I can go no farther here, I fliould be counted 
cenforious, aud perhaps unjuft, if I ihould enter 
into the unpleafant Work of rcflcfting, whatever 
Caufe there was for. ir, upon the Unthankfulnefs 
and Return of all manner of Wickednefs among u5, 
which I was io much an Eye-WitncG* of my iblf^ 

^ - ' I Ihall 



